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John, Earl of Clare; ar 


and Lord Haughton. 


Sa SENSES se He Hiftory of Diodorus Siculus , 
<< S2k my Lord, hath been of {6 much 
<2, tepute, with the moft Learned of 
‘ BSS, . all times, as he hath juftly acqui- 
y SSS) red a prime place. amongft the beft 
Hiftorians of former Ages ; yea he is preferred 
before them by Fustin “Martyr, and Eufebius, 
who. affirm him to be more renowned then them 
all: And truly it may be well {aid of him, that 
what the whole Univerfe is in comparifon of one 
City, or Nation, the fameare his Writings in re- 
gard of others... for whereas we can draw out of 
them, as out ofa Rivelet or little Brook, ‘the Ac&s 
but of one City; or Prince, we may out of him, 
as out ofa great and {pacious River, draw all that 
hath been done by the people of the habitable 
Earth, and particularly by the moft eminent 
States; and flourifhing Commonwealths : In re- 
gard whereof he hath been followed by all that 
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The Epiftle Dedicatorye 
have undertaken to write the General Hiftory of 
the world, who have been neceffitated to make ule 
of him, becaufe noAuthor hath been able to furnifh 
them with fuch hight and direction therein, as they 
have abundantly received from him. Now that 
{9 famous and worthy a Prece, as this is, might be 


extant in our Tongue, as well as many others of 


that kindare, wherewith by the labor'and diligence 
of painful men ‘thath been exceedingly lluftra- 
ted, have been induced,though much infufficient 
for it, to tranflate fo much thereof, as may ferve to 
vite fome more able then my felf to pr ofecute the 
finifhing of the whole, which queftionlels would 

ve no little fatisfaction and contentment, efpeci- 
ally to as many > as being ftrangers to forraign 
Language, defireto improve their knowledg with 
Enelifh Siudies. Howfoever in the mean time I 
have taken the boldnefs to publifh this which I 


have dene under the Patronage of your Honor, 


who, asa noble Favorer of Learning, will,I doubt 
not, be pleafed to accept of itaccordingly, thera- 
ther, for that it is prefented by him, whom your 
Lordfhip hatha long ume known to be, 


Your Honors moft humbly 


devoted Servant, 


HENRY COGAN 


Diodorus 
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LL Men verily are much beholding to goid Hiftorians , 
y who with their diligence and labor have inftructed them 
in the Form and Manner of living well, when as they 
teach and {hew to Readers, by the E xamples of things 
pat, that which we ought to flye from, o: follow. For the 
MS high deeds which ( without being in danger) we read to 
have been executed by the long experience of many things , with divers 
pains and perils, do e[pectally advertife us of that which ws meceljary for the 
leading of a good and happy life: And therefore was he reputed the wile ft 
among (t Princes, who after he had oftentimes tryed and faffered contrary 
foriune, indeavoured to know the Countries ana cuftomes of many Natt- 
015, and indeed {uch knowledge of others profperous and advers fortunes 
doth teach us 5 That we onght not to fear any danger. Furthermore the faid rhe commen: 
Hiftorians do {et forth and reduce all men wnder one and the [ame view, anion of His 
even #5 If they were tyed together with acertain affinity , though they be oe 
diftant in Times and Places 5 theretnintimating the Divine Providence; 
which contin wally guiding with good order , both the ornament of heaven y 
and divers natures of men; doth diftribute unto every one by one and the 
fame mean,whatfoever 5 nece ary and convenient for himsIn this manner, 
they which in their Works have written the Acts of all the World » % if it 
were one enely City; have done tt for the common benefit of all. 
It ts an Excellent thing then for one to amend his wayes by the defects 
of others , and not only to regard that which fome have done, but alfo to 
propound and fet before his eyes things well done for to follow them, Now 
the cownfell of the Ancient (whom length of time and age hath rendred 
more under ftading and expertenced ) by young men efteémed and come 
mended , but Hiftory ought to be preferred before them , for as much as they Excelg 
defcription and continuance of all times together do better comprehend the tency of Hi. 
examples of all things, then doth the age of one man alone. Wherefore tory. 
Hiftorians are very necefary and profitable for the inflitution of a good : 
life, as well to the young ( who by the reading of many feveral matters are dite oe 
made equall in knowleag 10 the oldeft ) as to the Ancient, whowe the length 
of life hath furnifhed with the experience of {o many things : Withall the 
knowledge of Hiftury doth make men; who are of bafe condition, worthy to 
Command ; incites Generals of Armies, with the defire of tmmortall glo- 
ry, to virtuous and magnaniminous actions; renders fouldters more prompt. 
and hardy in the undertaking of dangerous A 09 ea for the defence of 
their Countries , by reafon of the pras{e wich redounds to them that dye 
therein, and diverts the wicked from committing fhameful and opprobri- 
ous things for fear of infamy. Finally, many moved by the writings which 
ferve for a teftimony of virtue have fome of them built great Cities , and 
fome eftablifhed laws and conftituttons profitable for the life of mans 
others have been inventers of new Doctrines, Sciences, and Arts ; ferv- 
ing for the ufe of people: but of all things , whereby the happine[s and. 
felicity of man may be acquired, the principall praife and caufe thereof 
ought to be attributed unto Hiftory hae certainly it 1 the guardian of 9 
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Diodorus his Proem. 


that is done with magnanimitie and virine , fhewing it felf a witnefe of 


thangs 14 done, and doing gocd to all mankind and if it be fo that things 
which are fpoken of hell, though fabulonfly, do conduce much to make men 
obferve Fuftice and Charity , how much more is it 10 be thought, that Hi- 

ory which #% the alfertor of truth, and as it were the mother ef Philofophy, 
doth addrefs our manners to virtue ? 

Truly the moft part of men out of anataral frailtie confume the great- 
cf pars of thet dayes in floth and idlenefS, whofe lives ana deaths do equal- 
ly remain in oblivion, as they that hadsthe fame and the like end; but the 
frestes and effects of virtue are immortall; efpecially when the benefit of 
Hiftory doth interveen therein. And verily there t nothing more honcr- 
able for man, then to undergoand indure great paines and labors , thereby 
to acquire immortal praife, even Hercules, whilft he lived, offered him- 
{elf voluntarily to many dangers and labours, to the end-that by his benefits 
and great mertts towards all Nations, he might be reputed immortal. We 
fee-al{o other excellent men of the like virtue to have gotten honour thereby; 

fome of Gods, others of Heroes, who have all of them been worthy of very 
Great praifes, and yet tt ts Hiftory alone. that hath conferved the memory of 
their magnanimous and noble deeds. 

The marks and monuments of all other things , by divers accidents de- 
frroyed, tudure but alittle time, but the force of H iftory, fi preading it felf 
over all the world, hath Time it felf, which confumes all other things, for 
its guard and defence: And befides that, it gives great Autheritieto Ele 
quence, then the which there is almoft nothing moreexcellent tobe found; 

for by it the Grecians have been preferred before all other Nations , ana 
the learned before the ignorant , forafmuch as it is that alone by which men 
do furpals one another, and that alfo ty it things feem tobe fuch , as the 
force and eloquence of him that fpeaks, And truely we do rightly hald good 
and grave men, which have taught us the way to virtue, worthy of pratfes 
bat whereas fome have chofen fome way , and {cme another Poefie feemes 
rather to delight then profit the minde , and the Laws and con firturions of 
men rather to punilh then edifie and teach » fo of other Arts , fome conduce 
nothing at all to felicitie, the utility of others is mingled with dammages 
and the reft in flead of truth deliver lyes. Hiflory alone reprefenting with 
jufting words, things that have been done, contatns in it all that is profita- 
ble 5 for it incites to honeft things , detefts thofe that be vicious , high?y 


HiRory incites commends good men, depref] es the wicked ; and availes very much through 


to honeft 
things. 


the experience of things written, 10 the leading of a good and upright life, 
Knowing then how great the pratfe is that # dueto H iftorians, we being 
moved with the example of thofe that have employed themfelves therein 
have been willing to undertake the compiling of the prefent Hiffory : How- 
beit when we confider them, which have heretofore intermedled therein ; me 
are conftrained fomewhat to mervaile at the epinion of fundry amoneft 
them, who though they under ftcod well enough, that the knowledge of ‘many 
and divers matters containes much profit in it, yet fome of them have fini- 
fhed the Hiftory of one ole City or Nations few of them have taken their 
begining at ancient Hiffories, but onely have written the things that hap- 
ned in their own time,which were already made common to every one, with- 
out 
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Diodorus his Proem; 7 
out continuing their Hiftory with precedent matters ; divers have paft by iz 
lence the famous Acts of ftrange and barbarous Nations ; others have 
contemned and omitted ancient Hiftories, as fabulous , for the difficultie 
of thein ; the death of [ome even as they had began to write ; interrupted 
the Hiftory ; and of all them aforefuid there is not fo much as one found 
that hath gone beyond the time of the Macedonians ; fricking at the Acts 
either of Philip, of Alexander, or of their fuccefors: And albeit that ma- 
ny things, worthy of memorie, have fallen out fince that time untill our 
dayes, yet hath no Hiftorian indeavoured to write them in one onely Hiftory 
aiftrufting himfelf,it may be; for the greatnefs and difficultie of the matter, 
Wherefore though the defcription of [uch things feem to be of anhigh 
undertaking , and hard to be committed to memory, a well for the Varie- 
tie of times and things, as for the contrarie of thofe which have written of 
them, yet have we determined to {et forth and prefent to Readers, (uch an 
Hiftorie, which may profit many and hurt none. For sf any one undertakes 
to write things worthy of memorie, which have been done in all the world < 
a5 in one only City 5 and from the fir ft and mooft ancient times unto his ages 
he undertakes without doubt a laborious and moft difficult work, but profi- 
table enough tot hofe that fhal hear it. For every one may As ont of a 
abundant fountain, draw and take whatfoever he fhal have need of s 
whereas if any defires to run over and read al the Hiftories of thofe that 
have made them, he would finde himfelf oppreffed and confounded s both 
with the multitude of Books, and the varictie of them that have writter 
diver fly, fo that with much ado could he pick ont the truth of things : But 
shofe which are digefted into one H. iftory, do readily reprefent themfelves to 
the Readers 5 who by this. means have the eater knowledge of them. Befides 
Such manner of writing ts by fo much the more to be preferred before others, 
by how wach the whole is more profitable then one of the parts thereof, and 
& thing wel continued and conjoyned y more efteemed then that which is di- 
iabe Furthermore; that which is parted and diftinguifhed from time to 
time 1s better known, then that which confounded by time it felf. 
Perceiving thensthat this manner of writing w of great utilitie although Thircy years 
it be a work of mighty paines, and hath need of much length of time ; we this Htc? 
have beftowed thirty whole years therein s having with many diffienlties 1 
and dangers travelled through agreat part of Afia and Europe, to the 
end that by viewing moft of the places whereof we have Treated; we might 
Speak the more certainly of them. For to fay truths many Hiftorians and 
not onely the rude and ignorant, but fuch as aré efteemed for their learning, 
have greatly erred in many paffages, for want of kuowiedg of the places 
which they write of. Moreover the City of Rome (where in regard of 
the greatnefs of its Empire extended over al the world we made-a lon 
abode ) hath very much helped us for the continuation of the prefent Hifto- 
ry: for being born at Argiraa City of Sicilia, and there learned the s.a- 
tin tongue of the Romans that reforted thither, we fu and read in their old 
Chronicles, both the names and AEs of their Captains and Commanders; 
We-bave taken the begining then of our Hiftory at thofe things , 
which as well the Greeks as other ancient Hifforians , have lift in writin 
As fabulous and not true. And becau (e we comprehend all that hath sag 
one 
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done from times paft untill our dayes, we have divided our Hiftory in this. 
manner. The firft fix Books contain the Deeds of the Anctents before 
she War af Troy in the firft three Books whereof are written the Ancient 
things of firange Nations ; and in the other three thofe of the Greeks, in 
the eleven Books following whatfoever bapned from the War of Troy to 
she death of Alexander of Macedon; andin the other three and twenty 
books, al that hath been confequently done untill the War- of the Gauls, 
which the Romans made under the conduct of Julius Cefar their Gene- 
rall, who by hes Excellent and Noble Acts hath been placed by meninthe 
number of the Gods, as he that by bis magnanimity and virtue hath {ub- 
dued all Gaule tothe Roman Empire , which by that means extends even 
tothe Iflands of Great Brittain: And the firft great deeds of the faid 
Czfarhapned in the firft year of the hundred and four and twenty Olim- 
piad, one Erodus holding the annual principality of Athens. : 
, Now we have not found a Wy Loses or certain computation of the times, 
comprehended in our Hiftory, before the War of the Trojans, for lack of 
them that have written thereof: But fince the begining of the {aid War , 
Apollodorus the Athenian, bath Compofed an Hiftory of fowr{core 
yeares , unto the time that the Heraclides were reftored , from which re- 
fiitution to the firft Olimpiad are reckoned three hundred and eighty years 
therein comprehending the time which the Kings raigned in Lacedemonia: 
And from the firft Olimpiad to the begining of the War of the Gaules ; 
where we have dec i the end of our Hiftory , there are feven hundred 
and twenty years. This whole Hiftory then conteined in forty Books, com- 
prehends eleven hundred and four(core years » excepting thofe by us defcri- 
bed before the War of Troy. | ik 

And thefe things we have thus carefully diftinguilhéd, to the end that 

our Hiftory may be the better under ftood by the Readers , and that the en- 
vious may abftain from detratting it , although that which is found tobe 
wel and faithfully written , ought not tobe reprebended, and that which 
fhal be omitted ont of ignorance may be corrected by the induftry and dili- 
gence of others. Let us begin then the narration of our {aid Hiftory. 

Now it 6 not pofsible for the difficultie of the matter, in few words to 
write of Gods , or of thofe which firft of al taught the worfhip of them , or 
what have been the opinions of their immortalitie: but we wil in certain 
Chapters diftingnifh the things which feem to appertainto our Hiftory, to 
the end they may be the better underftood by the Readers , and that we may 
omit nothing worthy of memory. 

As for mond , 4nd al that is [aid to be anciently done throughout the 
aniverfal world, we wil begin at the firft and moft Ancient Times, and 
write of them as carefully as the Amtiquitie of things fo remote from us 
wil permit. 5 haea 
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CHAP. I. 


Of the Generation of Men , of their manner of living and of the beginning of 
all other things, according to the -Agyptians. 


3, Here be two Opinions of the firft Generation of Men, 

amongft thofe Excellent and Learned perfons,which 
Ac have written the true Nature and Hiftory of Things. 

J Some of them fay, that the World is incorruptible, 
and was not made, and that mankind hath been from 
= all times without original or beginning. — Others 

) maintain to the contrary, that it is:corruptible, and 
was made; and that men at firft were produced by 
Generation. For atthe beginning of all things, both the Heaven and the 
Earth had one only Effence and Form, their natures being confounded to- 


gether; and that afterwards the Bodies and Elements being feparated the and Form. 


one from the other,the World took that Form and order wherein now we 
fee it. ‘Amongft which Elements and Bodies it fell to the Ayr to have 
that continual motion which ithath; to the Fire, forits lightnefs, the 

laces above the Ayr; and tothe Sun and Stars, the courfe which natu- 
rally they hold: But that which was mingled with Moifture, remained; 
by reafon of its weight, in a heap together; whereof from the moifteft 
was the Sea procreated, and from the hardeft the Earth, in it felf foft and 
miry, which being dryed, and made thicker by the warmth of the Sun, - 
and afterwards the fuperficies of it being by the force of heat raifed and 
{wollen up, there bred in fundry places of it certain humors, which ingen- 


dred divers putrifactions, that were covered with a thin tender skin; even 
B as 
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as we {ee it happenin the Pools and Fens of e4gypt, when fuddenly the 
heat of the Ayr warmes the Earth that is ftill wet. Whereas then Genera- 
tion is made in moyft things, by adding heat thereunto, and that by night 
a certain Ayr yeelds the humor, which is confolidated in the day by the 
power of the Sun, at length {uch putrefactions do after the breaking of 
thofe thin skins procreate (as if the time of bringing forth their birth were 
comic) the figures and forms of all kind of living Creatures. Of which 
Creatures, they that had received moft heat were made Fowls and Birds , 
they that had more of Earth in them became Serpents, and other fuch like 
Beafts ; and they that retained the nature of Water, were reduced into 
their proper Element, and called Fifhes. Now the Earth, being thence 
forwatd madednore dry,as well by the-heat’ of the Sun, -as by the Winds, 
defifted from “apy further producing fch great Creatures, but they, 
whieh were alfeady made, ingendred Others by a mutual commixture. 
Herewith agrees the opinion of Ewripides, the difciple of Anaxagoras the 
Philofopher, when in his Book entituled ‘Menalippus, he affirms, that Hea- . 
ven and Earth were intimes paft mingled togethers and that afterwards 
being feparated they ingendred and produced all things, as Trees, Birds, 
wilde Beafts, yéa‘and Mankind. And although fuch an opinion of the 
firft generation of the Earth feems to many contrary unto truth, yet things 
which happen at this day do give fome téeftimony unto it: For about The- 
bais in Egypt, when as after the Inundation of Nilws the heat of the Sun 
warms the flime and mud, which the River hath left behind, there comes 
forth of it in divers places through the crevifles of the Earth a great num- 
ber of Mice; which is a fignand argument, that at the beginning of. 
the World all\Beafts were fo ingendred and procreateds | 
Furthermore. the Philofophers fay, .that.in the beginning, Men, being 
Hearbs and {0 formed and produced, fought their meat in the fields, and led a rude 
Fruites the and favage lifes: that’ the Herbs and Trees of themfelves furnifhed them 
food of Mene vith: that which was neceflary for their living ; andthat the wilde Beafts 
nib aes were afterwards enemies to Men, who to refift them; and for their com- 
Men, mon benefit,began out of fear of them to aflemble together in Companies, 
giving mutual {uccor to each other, and feeking up and down fafe placés 
fortheir habitation and abode. Now the found of their voyces was at 
that time confufed, and not intelligible, but withiaa while they madea 
feparation and diftinétion of their voyces, and called every thing by its 
Diverfiy of propername. And foras much as they were then abiding in divers parts 
Fanguagess of the World, they did notall of them ufe one and the fame language, 
whence it followed that they had alfo different characters of letters. And 
thus were thefe firft Affemblies the true beginning of every People and 
Nation. . Howbeit thefe firft men, having neither fuccor nor ayd from 
elfewhere, led an hard and miferable life, in regard they were naked, 
without the ufe of houfes, or fire, feeking their dayly meat from hand to 
mouth; as they that had not the knowledg of keeping their wilde fruits 
for their future ufe, nor referving them for the time of need, whence it 
hapned, that in Winter many of them dyed through famine, or cold: But 
ore finally,taught by experience,they began to feek out Dens and Caves,both 
nent fhelter them from cold,and therein alfo to ftore up their fruits. Having 
gotten then the knowledg of fire, and of other neceffary and profitable 
things, they found out alfo within a while many other sa 7 fora 
umane 
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humane life, which intime Neceffity it felf, the Inventrefs of all things, Necefliy ihe 
made known by degrees to the underftanding of men, unto whom were ise 


given for Coadjutors and Helps, hands, {peech, and excellency of fpirit. 
But this fhall fuffice for the firft beginning of men, and their ancient and 
ftrange manner of living ; now we will intreat of that, which hath been 
left in writing to have been done afterwards in many and divers parts of 
the world, 

We do not find who were the firft Kings on the Earth, and there is no 
Hiftorian that fpeaks of it; for it is impoffible that letters fhould be as an- 
cient,as the firft Kings: And if any will maintain, that letters were even 
at that time, it muft for all that be faid, that they which have written were 
alongtime after. For whatfoever was done in the old and firft times, 
not only the Greeks did doubt of, but alfo the Barbarians, who boaft them- 
felves to be Demi-Gods, and that did firft of all write things commodi- 

ous and profitable for mans life, and commit to memory all the remark- 
able matters, which hapned till their days. But having no where found, 
what people, or what Nations, were before others, and tor how long time 
they were fo, we will only follow that which hath been moft probably left 
in writing concerning things anciently & long ago done, and will take our 
beginning at the Barbarians ; not for that I hold them more ancient then 
the Greeks, as Ephorus {aid, but tothe end that when we hall have written 
the acts of the faid Barbariags, and come to deliver thofe of the Greeks, 
we may not intermingle the others with theirs. And becaufe it is fabu- 
loufly related, that Gods raigned firft of all in Egypt, that the ancient ob- 


The Egyptians 


fervation of the Stars was found out by the Egyptians, and that many ahs. Set In 
. ° $ 
magnificent things, and worthy of memory, were done by fome Vly €X- Agrologys 


cellent and vertuous perfons amongft them, we will begin our Hiftory at 
them. 


Cuape. II. 


of the Gods that were adored in E egypt 5 of the Cities and T emples 
by them built 5 of many Arts by them invented, and 
of the Computation of times. 


y He Egyptians {ay and maintain, That at the beginning of the World 
i the firft men were created in the Land of Egypt, as wellfor the 
goodne(s and fertility thereof, as in regard of the River of Nilws, which 
produceth many things of it felf, and of it felf eafily maintaineth that 
which it hath produced ; for it produceth of it felf the roots of Canes, 
Loton, the Egyptian Bean, that which they call Orfewm, and many other 
good things convenient for the life‘and fuftenance of man. And that the 
firft Beafts, and. other animated things,’ received and took their begin- 
ing in the faid Country of Egypt, they have this conjecture of it, namely, 
that even atthis day many Rats and Mice are ingendred in the fields of 
Thebais axa. certain {eafon of the year 3 whereat. men do greatly marvel, 
feeing the fore-parts of them to move, and be alive, and animated to the 
breft, and fect before, the hinder parts not being yet begun, | and without 
form. And they fay, how thereby it is very evident, that the firft men 
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a) were at the beginning of their generation fo made and formed in Egypt, 
£3 | for as much asinno other part of the world are creatures in that manner 
| roduced. For whether itbefo, that the Deluge, which hapned in the 
Hl TheDeluee time of Dencalion, {wallowed up and drowned only the greateft part of 
we’ He creatures, (for they maintain, thatthe Land of Egypt, feated towards 
the South, and where there is feldom any rain, was exempted from that 
| calamity,) whether it were fo, that, as others fay, all living creatures pe- 
| | rifhed in that Deluge, it is very probable neverthclefs, that if the Earth 
did again ingender and produce living creatures, that the beginning of all 
kind of Beafts and animated things was inthe Country of Egypt, becaufe 
the temperature of the ayr and of Regions is that,which giveth an entrance 
and beginning to all generation. Andtruly there are feen ftill at this day 
many creatures,after the Inundation of Nélws,conceived there in the Earths 
for when the River decreafeth, and the mud is dryed by the Sun, there ap- 

pear among ft the clods, fome half, and others wholly formed. 

Thefe firft men then, being in times paft ingendred in Egypt, beholding 
the goodly ornament of the World, and admiring the nature and proprie- 
ty of every thing, thought there were two Gods; and thofe eternal,namely 

Two Gods, the.Sun,andthe Moon; and they called.the one Ofirssy and the other J/is, 

ae and our of a certain reafon they had for it; for they named him Ofiras, that 

me oom isto fay, having many eyes, according to the Greek interpretation, as he 

that with his. rays (as with many eyes ) beholds the Sea andthe Earth ; _ 

whereunto agrees the opinion of the Poet, faying,that the Sun beholds and 

hears all things. Howbeit fome of the Greeks, which have written the 

ancienteft Fables, have furnamed him Dionifius Sirius ; amongft which. 

Greeks, Emmolphusy in his Bacchanal Verfes , faith, That Dionifins is a 

goodly Star, illuminated with its ownrays. Orphews alfo calls him both 

{plendent, and Dionifivs; andthere are others which have furnamed him 

the Fawn, for the refemblance which the Stars of the Sky have with the 

fpotted skin of a Fawn. They have likewife interpreted J/is, as much as 

tofay, ancient, deriving the name from her eternity and ancient begin- 

ing; they add horns to her alfo, as well in regard of her afpe& ( for fhe 

feems horned in the firft days of her appearance) as becaufe the Egyptians 

offered Oxen to her in facrifice.. And the faid Egyptians, holding thefe 

two for Gods, affirm, that they inviron the whole World, and give nou- 

rifhment and increafe to all things, performing their continual motion and 

Spring,  COUrferin the three {cafons of:the year, .namely, inthe Spring, in the Sum- 

oe mer, and in the Winter, which being: contrary to ene another do with a 

mere firm concord make the whole year. ..The nature of which Gods is very 

commodious for the generation of a!] living creatures, the one of them 

i haying a vivicant and fierce, and the other acold and moift nature, the ayr 

i being common.tothem both, . They fay alfo, thatiall living bodies take 

their generation and nourifhment from. thefe two,complexions of Heat 

| Heat & Cold. and Cold, and that the fingle nature of every thing is perfected by the Sun 
[| and Moon, |, | ete path . “ 

iE The parts, The:parts then whereof we have made mention are five; namely, the 

\' whereor ihe Spirit, the Fire, the Dry, the Moift, andthe Ayr. Andevenas Manis 

1 poled, made up of head, hands, feet, and other members, fo is the Body of the 

| World compofed of the faid five parts, every of which is accounteda 

ft God, and. every God had at the beginning a proper name given him by the 

| | Egyptians 
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Egyptians according to his nature. For they called the Spirit the com- 
mon Father of all things, according to the etymoligy of the word, becaufe 
he is the caufe of life to all mortal creatures : And they conceive that the 
excellent Greek Poet was of that opinion touching this God, naming him 
the Father of Gods, and Men. The Fire they named Vulcan, holding ee Fire, 
him fora great God, that contributed much to the generation and per.” 
fection of all things. The Earth they termed Mother, as it were a Veffel ae the 
receiving all that was created; the Earth is alfo called Mother by the oe 
Greeks, and afterwards (the word being a little changed ) Dymiter, as 
Orpheus witnefleth, faying, that the Earth, the Mother of all things, di- 
ftributed her riches liberally to cvery one. The Moifture was by the An- The moift,the 
cients named Oceanus, that is to fay, a nourithing Father, according to °°" 
the interpretation of the word, and fo do fome of the Greets call him, 
whence the Poet faith, that the Ocean is the Father, and Thetis the Mother 
of the Gods, | 

Now the Egyptians think that Nilus was the true Ocean, and from him 
they draw the defcent and lineage of the Gods ; they maintain alfo, that 
in their Country only, and no where clfe, there are many Towns and Ci- 
ties built by the ancient Gods, as by Fupiter, Sol, Mercury, Pan, Lucina, 
and divers others. . They fay alfo, that the Ayr was named Pallas 5 that Palla theAyr, 
fhe was. the daughter of Fupiter, that the was a Virgin, becaufe the Ave 
- Is never corrupted; and that fhe held the higheft place, which was che 
reafon why they faid, that the iffued out of Fupiters brain, She is alfo 
called Tergemina, by reafon of the three feafons of the year, the Spring, 
Summer, and Winter. She is moreover named Glanco #, not for that 
fhe hath grey eyes, as fome Greeks have thought ( which is a foolith Opi- 
nion,) but becaufe the Ayr feems tothe lookers on'it of a whitifh grey 
colour. The Egyptians {ay further, that thefe five Gods do run overall 
the World, fhewing themfelves to men inthe form of facred creatures, 
and fometimes in the form of men, or of other kind of beafts, whichfeems 
not far from truth, for as much 4s it is they who beget and produce ‘all 
things: And Homer, who travelled into Egypt, and learnt many fecrets of Homer in Ee 
their Priefts, fets down this,as a truth, in his Works, faying, That the Gods 6?“ 
do oftentimes appear in Towns and Cities under {trange forms, the better 
to obferve the vices and vertues of men. 3 

This is that which the Egyptiansdeliver of the celeftial Gods, ‘and of 
their eternal effence ; faying further, that they begot othets, “which were Moral Gods, 
mortal, but of fuch prudence, and fo beneficial to mankind, “as ‘they 
thereby obtained the gift of immortality; and that of thefe fome have 
raigned in Egypt, and had names like to the immortal Gods 5 the reft were 
called by their own names, Sol, Saturn, Rhea, and Fupiter, who by many 
was ftiled Ammon; alfo Funo, Vulcan, V efta, and the laft Mercury s anid 
that he which firft of all raigned over the Egyptians was as the Planet Of 7 che fig 
Heaven called Sol: Howbeit fome of their Priefts do hold for°certain; King of the 
that Vulcan, the Inventer of fire, raigned firkt in Egypt, and for the benefit =siPtiazs 
enfuing was made Commander of the E Syptians 5 which was thus; “A 
Tree on the Mountains of £ eypt being fet. on fire by Lightening’ from 
Heaven in the Winter time, ‘the flame thereof caught hold on the neigh- 
boring Woods, which fell likewife a burning, whereat Yulcan rejoyced iN y~4Ican the Ine 
regard of the heat which it yielded, but perceiving the fire begin to oe Venter of fire, 

he 
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he added frefh matter unto it, by which means the fire being continued 
he called many other men to fee it, as athing by him found out and in- 
vented: And that after him came Saturn, who took his own fitter Rhea to 
wife, on whom he begot, according to the opinion of fome, ofiris and Ijis, 
and according to others, fupiter and Funoy who by reafon of their great 
vertue ruled over allthe world; and the faid Fupster and Funo brought 
forth five Gods, even asthe Egyptians have five intercalair days, namely, 
Ofiris ,1fissT: ‘yphon, Apollo,and Venus 5 and Ofiris they interpreted Dionsfius, 
and Ifis Ceres: Ofiris, having married I/ts, and taken the Kingdom upon 
him, invented many things ferving for the ufe and fuftentation of life ; 
and by his good underftanding and vertue gave an end to the flaughters 
which men made of one another for meat and victuals; for J/s having 

fs the fit firft of all found out the ufe of Wheat and Barley, which before unknown 
Taventrelsof orew by chance amangft other herbs, and Ofirs having difcovered the 
great benefit that redounded to them which did eat of that grain, all men 
began to ufe that food, as well for the fweetnefS of it, as for that itfeemed | 
very commodious to them for taking away the caufe of fo many promif- 
cuous cruelties, and inhumanities. And thefe Priefts of Egypt do more- 
over alledg (to demontftrate that Ifis was the inventer of this grain ) 
how it hath been obferved by them from all antiquitie ,.and is ftill at this 
prefent, that the Reapers do in Summer. gather an handful of the ripeft 
ears, thereof to make an oblation to the Goddefs, invoking the faid J/is, 
and rendering her the honor of that invention: And that in fome Towns 
of Egypt» amidft the proceffions and pomp, which is made inthe honor of 
her, Wheat and Barley are carried among ft other things inmemory there- 
of. The Egyptians further report, that the faid fis made and eftablifhed 
many: Laws, and Conftitutions, whereby Juftice was :equally diftributed 
to-every one, taking away violence and wrong fron: amongft men, for 
fear of incurring punifhment,, and for this .caufe did the Greeks ftile J/is, 
ifs fcftinven- Lawemaker, as {he that firft of all invented Laws. : Moreover it is faid, 
wdLaws thar in thetime of the faid Zfis, a City was built in the Province of Fhebars 
in Egypt that had.an hundred gates, and was called bythe name of her 
Mother ; but fome latter have named it the City of Fupster others Thebes 5 
however,who was the firft Founder of this City is uncertain, as well to the 
{aid Egyptian Priefts,as to all others that have written of it; many of which 
havemaintained, that it was not built in the time of Offriss, but a long time 
after by one of. the Kings of Zgypt but hereof-mention fhall more at 
large be made hereafter in its place. Furthermore, the faid 7/is caufed a 
fumptuous and magnificent Temple, as well for greatnefs, as for excellen- 
cyand beauty, tobe built in honor of Fupiter and Funo her Progenitors, 
and two Tabernacles of Gold to be ereéted dedicating the greater of them 
to Fupiter of Heaven, and the leffer to King fupiter her Father, whom 
{ome have called Ammon, asis aforefaid. She made.alfo in the honor.of 
the other Gods; whom we have named, other fuch like‘Tabernacles -of 
Gold, eftablithing in each; of them Priefts, and other honorable idig- 
njties. Vs ae 3 Df a i lane 
All Inventers likewife of Arts and Sciences, and of any-other thing 
whatfoever profitable for humane life, were much efteemed and cherifhed 
by the faid ofiris and Z/is, fo that in their time there were in Thebais/ Work- 
ers in Gold and Brafs, and fuch as made Arms, and other Inftruments, 
both 
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both for the killing of wild Beafts, and breaking up. and tilling of the at 
eaith: Moreover they caufed thofe Artifansto make them inthe honour 
of their Gods , divers Statues , and golden Temples, moft fumptuonfly 
and artificially wrought. The faid Egyptians do alfo write, that this Orifis 
was a great ftudier and lover of husbandry , and that ke was brought u 
(even as he was that was the fon of Fupiter) ina City of Arabia Felix, 
named Ny{2, which is neer adjoyning to Egypt; whence it came to pats 
that the Greeks called him, fromthe name of his Eather , and the place 
of his breeding , Dionifivs. The Poet Homer , who was in Egypt, doth in 
his Hymns make mention of this Nyfe, and faith, That itis {cituated on 
an high and flourifhing mountain , a good way from Phenicia, and almoft 
onthe Frontire of Egypt, where ofiris was the firft finder out of the The Inventet 
Vine, and there taught the manner of planting it, of making Wine, of of Wine. 
keeping it, and tranfporting of it from place to place: Mercurie alfo was 
beloved and honoured of him above all others, as the inventer of many 
things ufeful for mans life: and indéed this Mercurie was Che FLEE Att? rer cuiie the 
Save rules for {peaking well, impofing proper’ names on divers things 5 Inventer of 
that firtt of all invented letters; that inftituted with what honours and \ Sareea 
facrifices the Gods fhould be adored ; that began to obferve the courfe crthe Adore 
of the ftars ; and that found out the agreement and harmonie of Voyces ; tion of ue 
the manner of wraftling , cafting of Accompt the Art of Phifick for the haben 
curing of difeafes in mens bodies , and the ufe of the Viol with three’ of the Stars; 
ftrings,to the fimilitude of the three feafons of ‘the year, whereunto he % Mule, of 
gave three tunes, the Treble, the Bafe, and the Mean, taking the Treble of Phifick ,’ 
from the Summer, the Bafe from the Winter, and the Mean from the of the Viol. 
Spring:] © This fame Mercury likewife taught the Greeks the interpretati- 
on of words, whence he was by them furnamed Hermes, which is as 
much to fay; as Interpreter. And finally, they that were the Writers of 
Sacred {ciences in the time of Ofiris , confefS, That they learnt them of 
the faid Mercury , of whofe counfel Ofiris made great ufe ; and it was he 
that firft of all taught the planting of Olive treés , and not Minerva, asthe 
Greeks would maintain. 

But Ofiris , a Prince of courage , and covetous of glory , raifed a very 
great Army therewith to travell over all the World, for to teach men 
the manner of planting Vines, of fowing Wheat and Barly , and of mak- 
ing profit of their Sheep and Cattel; thinking if he could draw men 
from that firft ftrange and favage kinde of life, toa better and more or- 
derly one, that he might acquire (as he did) immortal honour and praife : 
and truly not the men alone of the firft and moft ancient times , but they 
which followed after, and of latter days, have in acknowledgment of the 
benefit they received from the Corn which he found out, accounted him 
one of their greateft Gods. é 

Thefe Egyptians further Write , That Ofiris having well ordered the 
affaires of his Kingdom, and committed the charge thereof to his wife 
Hfis recommended Mercurie unto her for her Councellor, as he who ue Se oi 
excelled all the reft of his friends in prudence; and left Hercules the Com=* 7?" 
mander in chief of all his Military Forces , and Governour of all befides 
within his Dominion ; as well for that he was one of the neareftto him 
in blood, as becaufe he furpaffed all others in magnanimity of minde, and 
fttength of body : Then having given the charge of Phenicia, and of oh 

that 
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. that Sea coaft to Bufiris, and that of E eR jaand: Libia (neighboring — 
Regions )to Antes , he with all his Army departed from £gypr to pro- 
fecute his intended Voyage, leading his brother along with him , whom 

The Lawrel ‘the Greeks name Apollo , the finder out of Lawrel, which for that caufe 

confecrated (© 45 dedicated unto him ; and to Ofirés they gave the invention of Ivie, 

Ivie dedicated which was alfo confecrated unto him by the Egypttans , as by the Greeks 

t0.0fttis + Djonifius , for inthe Egyptian tongue they call Ivie Ofirés his Plant: 
and indeed in their facrifices and ceremonies the Ivie is preferred before . 
the Vine, becaufe this fame loofeth its leaves, and the other abideth con- 
tinually green; which hath likewife been obferved by the Ancients in o- 
ther trees that continue green, for the Myrrhe is alfo dedicated to Venus, 
and the Lawrelto Apollo, as is faid before. 

Now two of Ofiris fons, differing in complexion and vertue, namely 
Anubis and Macedon, followed their father in his expedition, and bare 
in their Coats of Arms, each of them.a beaft, not much unlike their na-— 
ture; for Anubis carried in his Enfign a dog, and Macedon a wolfe; 
whence it came to pafs, that the Egypssans have thefe two beaftsin great 
veneration, adoring the faid Princes in the forme of thofe two creatures. 
Ofiris did likewife lead Pan along with him, unto whom the Egyptsans 
had done much honour many and fundry ways: for they had not only 
{et up divers ftatues of him in their, Temples, but alfo built a town of his 
name in Thebaida, calling it Chemnim, being as much to fay, as Pans 
town. .. There went alfo with ofivis, becaufethey were expert in labo- 
ring and tilling the earth, .Maron who knew how the Vine fhould be 
planted, and Triptolemus that was skilfull in fowing of Wheat. | 

T hus after he had taken order for all other things,and made his prayers 
unto the Gods, they fay that ofirts marching direétly into Ethiopia, let 
his hair grow until his return into Egypt, which cuftome is continued 
and obferved by the Egyptians unto our times, for thofe amongft them 
that go out of their country, never cut ther hairtill their returne, It is 
{aid thatin Ethiopia he was prefented with Satyres, which had long hair 
down to their waftes; and it is alfo faid that this nies delighted much in 
mirth, and in finging and dancing, wherefore he had a great train of 
Muficians, amongft the which there were nine young maides, that 
were excellent fingers, and skilfull in many other things, whom the 

Themues, Greeks call Mujes, and fay that Apollo taught them, whereupon he was 
furnamed Mufician, Ofiris had likewife many Satyres in his company , 
who ferved to fing, cance, and make fport; for he was not given to 
war,battailes,and dangers, but to quietnefs, and the prefervation of men, 
for which his goodnefs all Nations held him to be a very God. Now ha- 
ving taught the Ethiopians husbandry, and built many goodly Citties in 
their Country, he eftablifhed Lieutenants and Governors there under 
hime withall impofed on the inhabitants fuch tribute as he required 
of them, ) 

At the fame time, aboutthe beginning of the dog-days the river of 
Nilws (which commonly doth then increafe very much) overflowed the 
moft partof Egypt, and efpecially that Province whereof Prometheus 
was Governor, who for grief,that well neer all the inhabitants of it were 
drowned, would have killed himfelf : The river for the exceeding 
{wiftnefs of his courfe, and profunditie of waters, was then called Ea-~ 
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gle, But Hercules having out of his gredt underftanding foon diverted 

the impetuofity of the water, reftored it to its former, natural, courfe 55 

whereo pon fome Greek Poets (turning a true Aiftoryinto,a fable })A tue ftory 
have written that Hercules killed-the Ragle which: fed..onm therliver of ae sia 

Prometneus. The firft name of this river of Nala. Was, Oegsnis > but 

upon that repreffing of the fay of its waters..it was called: Aguila, and. 
aiterwards by one of their Kings Ezyprus,., which the: Poet, teftifieth, 

faying, thatthere were Gallies, in: then river. sof Egyptis|  {T he: place: 

where, Nilws falls.into. the Sea was named. Theonss ; the ancient Mart 

Town of all, Zeypt : Afterwards King, Niles. gave the: name of ° 

Nelus tothe river of Egyptus., which. name itiftill, sevaines\to. this 

. Whea Ofiris was come tothe mountains.of Ethiopia, he invironed 
both fides of Nélus with high banks, to the end his inundation. {hould ° 
notf rom thence- forward. exceed, the channel of his.ordinary courfe-s 
butdefcending as it ere through two gates, fhould run the inore gents, 
ly forthe commodity of the neighboring. Lands... Aind pading :after- 
wards by Arabia ncer to the Red Sea, he came into the, lower Indiges:,; 
where he built many. Cities, of which he named one Nyfaz “in memo-= 
ry of that wherein he had been brought up 5; and withall plarited Ivy; 
there, , which grows only in that_place,/and:in the other Ny{z. of Ex 
gipt, , And truly be left many other marks aad: monuments.of his be 
ing in the Jndiaes,, whereby they which came after beleeved. thar he was 
a God,, and native of that Country... He exercifed. himéelf alfoin the, 
hunting of Elephants, and afterwards left certain pillars in divers pla-’ 
ces of the, Indiaes, fora teftimony of hisywoyage. |, 'From) therice he 
marched: through the other parts of A/iz, and paffing on by the Helle» 
Joont in Europe he flew Licurgus, the barbarous King, of Thracias that 
oppofed him ; over whofe Country. afterwards he appointed Maroy; . 
that was now grown old, Governor, whotherein built.a City :naz . 
med by his own name Maronea, and. his fon Macedon he made King, * 
of that Province:,, which was called after him. Macedonia,- leaving 


Tréptolemus to look unto the tilling ofthe Attick lands. |.) 211) 69 «55 

Finally, when he had almoft compaffed, the. whole world, -hesiow 
added many good.domeftical fruits to the lite. of man.; and if he found 
any territory improper for the vine, he caufed..them. to imake.béer;,.a 
drink compofed of water and barley, not much inferior in tatte, favor) 
and ftrength, towine.. At his return into. Egypt he brought along: 
with him.a world of gifts which had. been prefented unto, him by. di- 
vers ftrange people and Nations. Thus did hejby the greatnie(3.6f -his 
benefits, , obtain immortality, and the honor. belonging to;the cele tti- 
at Gods. Inthe end, being tranflated from Earth into Heaven, fis 
and Mercury inftituted as great honours and’ facrifices unto, him as.to 
the higheft of the Gods, with an addition of many ceremonies and {e 
cret myfteries befides to his worfhip, whereby.they endevored to ren- 
der the power of this God Ofiris more renowned. >... 

Howbeit it was afteryvards found in the old and fecret regifters of 
the Priefts, which lived inthe time of the faid ofiris, that raigning Ofiriskilted by 
juftly in Egypt he was killed by his unnatural and deteftable- brother pipe ha es 
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—{Tiphon, who having cut him into frx and twenty’ pieces, diftributed 4 

piece unto each one of them that had-been his companions info greata 

wickednefs, to thé end he might make them alike guilty with: hint of 

fo hortible a crime, and fo oblige thein tobe the more faithfull unto 

fiir in the defence and: maintenance of his ill gotten Kingdome ** But 

Ifis; after the had withthe affiftance of 4 fon of hers, ‘named Oras; re- 

vengéed the:cruelimurther! of him. that was both her brother ‘and-her 

husband, ‘by killing Téphow, and his ‘wicked confederates, began ‘to 

lpi ccigus oe reignin' Beypr The battel between her and Tiphon was fought nder to 

verEgp.  aviverinapart of Arabia, which is called the village of Anteus, fo 

named'from the dedth of Anteus, whomt Herewles flew there inthe life 

time of Ofris. Ifis then recovered and got together all the pieces. of 

the faidiofirs, except his privy members, and defiring that the place 

as renee of his fepulture thould be unknown, ‘atid yet that he fhould be*honored 

‘aswell bythe Beyptians, “as by all the people of the world, the joyned 

alithofe pieces together with wax’ and aromatical gummes, -and fo — 
miadethem into the form and refemblance of a man+ where upon call- 

ing to heriall the Ptiefts of Egypt one after another, fhe gave feverally 

toeach of them the imape'of the faid Ofiris, telling them when they 

were foalone with her, that fhe would not truft the body of Ofi7is with 

any but: with them, and fiiade them promife and Swear that they fhould 

never reveal unto dny mas living that they had his fepuleurein thei. — 

Temple, and that keeping and concealing him in their moft fecret pla- 

ces; ‘they {hould adoretineas'a God, and dedicate unto him any fuck 

beaft of theirs a8 they would ; which beaft they fhiould ‘alfo”‘honor'as- 

they did 0 fires whilft he lived, ‘and that upon the death of that beaft 

they fhould continue the fame ceremony to another like unto it. Now 

that the might render che Priéits more ready to her willby: fome great 

The third part benefit, ‘the grarited them the third part ofall the revenue of the land 

of all the ree forthe fervice and worfhip of the Gods.” The ptiefts then,‘ both out 

ecg hee ofthe remembrance of o ue his merit towards them, as forthe bene- 

granted to the fit received from Ijis, wholly performed her command - Wherefore 

Priefts, even to this day do €ach of thefe Priefts aver, thatthe fepulture of the 

faid Ofris.isin their Temple. — | Lee gaa 

- Withall they do honor yet to the beafts, which were firft dedicated 

unto. him, ahd when'they dye renew the lamentation for the death of 

Offris, unto whom they offer two facred Bulls, the one called Apis, 

and the other Memphis, which all the Egyptians do ftill adore as Gods; 

for the firft inventers of Husbandry have teftified that they were great- 

| ly affifted by fuch beafts, as wellforthe fowing of their feed, as for 

the commontillage of the gtound. tis further faid, how fs fware - 

(her busband being dead) ‘that fhe would never marry again, and from 

thence forward governed her Kingdom juftly, furmounting all other 

fis defiedi, Princes in doing good to her fubjects, and carried her felf in fuch fort, 

The fepulture 25 4kter her death fhe obtained the honour of immortality, and was bu- 

of Ife ried at Memphis in the Tewple of Vulcan, where unto this day they ftill 

do thew the place of her fepulture : Howbeit fome Egyyrians thought 

that the bodies of thofe two Gods were not interred there, but in the - 

mountains of Ethiopia, neer to an Ifland whichis called the gates of 

Nilws, 
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Nilus, and were of that opinion, becaufe the territory adjoyning to 
that Ifland is confecrated unto them; and fora fign thereof they fhew 
both a fepulcher there made for ofiris, by the Priefts of the Country 
very much reverenced,and alfo three hundred urnes, which being infti- 
tuted for that purpofe, thofe Priefts do every day fill with milk, and 
then renewing their lamentations they invoke the above-faid twoGods 
by their proper names 5: for which caufe the entrance into that Ifland is 
forbidden to paffengers. Befides this,the greateft oath among tt the In- 
habitants of Thebais(which is the moft ancient City of them all) is their 
{wearing by Ofiris abiding in the clouds, where all the pieces of his 
body, fay they, are interred, except his privy members, which 77- 
phon flung into the river, becaufe none of his confederates, after the 
murther of his brother, would meddle with them ; and were after- 
wards found by J/is, and with as much honout as the other parts were 
inclofed ina Sepulcher. She commanded alfo that the Image of o- 
firis hould be adored and taught the manner of the ceremonies and fa: 
crifices which fhe would haveto be made unto-him as a God, thereby 
rendring his name more illuftratious then the othet Gods. And for 
this caute the Greeks, when they had transferred the Orgies and Sacri- 
fices of Dionifius from E gypt into Greece, did'in like manner do honor 
unto that. privy member, calling’ it in itheir “ceremonies > Pha- 
ton. eae abhi ses . 
Now from the time of Ofiris and Ifis unto Alexander’ of Macedon 4 
who built a'-City in Egypt of his own name, ‘there are (fay they) ten 
thoufand years, and’ asfome others deliver little le then ‘three and 
twenty thoufand years; Wherefore they do very much ert, who have 
written that this God was begotten at Thebes in Boetia by Fupiter on 
Semele... For whereas orphews, (who was a friend to the Thebans, and 
much honored by them) had been in Egypt, and there learned the my- 
fteries and facrifices, which they performed to: Dionifivs, ‘he might at 
his return inform the Thebans, (to gain theit:favor) that this God 
was defcended from their anceftors; wherefore'they, as well out of 
ignoranices.as becaufe it might feem that this: God was born in Greeee, 
might willingly receive thofe myfteries and facrifices.. “And the £- 
gypttans do gather,that orpheus transferred the original and beginning 

of the linage of Dionifins into Greece, together with his facrifices , b 
this conjecture 3 namely, that that Chadmusnative of Thebesin Egypt, 

amongft other children begot Semele, and that the being deflowred b 
fome unknown one, ‘was after the feventh month’ delivered of a fon, 
very liketo Ofirss, who lived not long, either for that it was not the 
pleafure of the Gods, or becaufe’ it*was repugnant to nature. -Cad- 
mus, much difpleafed therewith, and receiving anfiver fromthe Gods 
that he fhould obferve the ceremony’ of funeral obfequies, caufed the 
imageof the child to be overlaid with gold; “and inftituted. facrifices 
unto him, to the endit might be an argument that he was the fon of 0- 
fire, who he faid.was defcended from Fupiter, whereby he’endeavor- 
edtohonor the linage'of ofiris, and cover the ftain of his daughters 
-mifdeed. And this was the caufe why the Greeks did eafily beleeve,that 

F spiter had begotten ovirss on Semele the daughter of Cadmus. 
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After this orphews, who was a man of good reputation amongft the 
Greeks, as well for the fweetnels of his finging, as for the knowledge 
which he had in ceremonies and facrifices, was kindly received, and 
honorably entertained by the Thebans: And whereas he had learned 


-Theologie of the Egyptians, and defired, both to transfer the linage 


of Ofiris tothem that came after, and alfo to gratifie the Thebans, he 
inftituted new kind of facrifices amongft them, which was the caufe of 
making the people beleeve that Dionifivs was the fon of Jupiter and 
Semele, and of drawing them, partly out of ignorance, partly moved 
withthe fame.and opinion of Orpheus, willingly to receive Déontfins 
fora Greek God: Befides, after that time certain faith and credit was 
given tothefe things by means of poetical fables, which was received 
and-approved in open Theaters, and publique places: whereunto may 
be further.added,. that the Greeks (asthe Egyptians aver) do ule to at- 
tribute to themfelves this honor and glory, that the chiefeft, and moft 
excellent of the Gods, Demi-Gods, and valiant men, were of their 
Nation; and do alfo.affism that they themfelves were Colonies, tran{- 
mitted and fent into Greece by the Gods. For whereas Hercules who 
was an Egyptian, had through his force and vertue runned over the 
moft part of the world, and erected a pillar in Labia, this do the Grecks 
a{cribe to themfelves, and bring no other teftimony for it, but their 
own affertion. Now it being’ notorious toevery one, that Hercules 
was with the, Gods in their war againft the Giants, the Egyptians fay, 
that the earth could.not produce Giants at that time wherein the Greeks. 
maintain the {aid Meraules lived, which wasa little before the fiege of 
Troy, but rather atthe beginning of the generation of mankinde; for 
from the timeof the firft Hercules, in whofe time the ufe of armor was 
not yet invented, butmen revenged the injuries that were done them 
with clubs,and, ftaves, and covered their bodies with the skins of wild 
beafts in ftead of horns 5. this fame too, as they-fay, ‘was the fon: of 
Fupiter,and of an unknown mother, but the other was begotten on A/- 
cumena above thoufand years after, named at firft-4/cwus, and after- 
wards Hercules’ not forthat he obtained glory by the means of Fano; 
as Omittes- faith, but becaufe he imitated the vertue of the other ancient 
and firtt Hercules. | cohol | i hapa 
And herewith alfo.agrees the common fame of things which are {po- 
ken.of in Greece, namely that Hercules fubdued and. deftroyed all the 
monfters of the world, which cannot be faid of this latter Hercules, 
who was.almoft contemporary. with Tevax; forinhis time:the earth 
was for the moft part become civil.and peaceable,.as well by the tillage 
ofthe ground, asin regard of many towns then built, :and alforfor the 
multitude of people which inhabited in all places of the world: ~ Thefe 
things then are rather to be attributed to that. Hergules which lived in 
the firftage, when as:men were affailed by great numbers cof wild 
beafts, -efpecially in Egypt, where there are ftill many defert re- 
gions full of fuch cruel beafts, whence, that Hercules, moved-with pity 
and compaffion of his Country, defired (as it islikely) having: firft kil- 
led thofe beafts to leave the earth unto men peaceable, andfit to be in- 
habited,for.which benefit he was ranked in the number of the Gods. 
: The 
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The Egyptians hold moreover, that Perfeus was born in Egypt, and 
that the Greeks afcribe the linage of Z/is to the Argives, fabuloufly in- 
venting that 0 was turned into a.cows; but fuch an opinion of the Gods 
is vain and falfe , forfome call this Goddefs by the name of J (fis, fome 
Ceres, fome T, hefmophora,others Luna, {ome uno, and others by divers 
other names. dae | 
Ofirss alfo is fometimes named Seraps;-at-other times Dionifive , 
Pluto, Ammon, Fupiter, and by others Pan; and many think that Se- 
rapis isthe fame whom the Greeks term Plato, The E eyptians fur- 
ther affirm , that //is was the Inventrefs of many medicines againtt dif- Ibstheinen: 
ealess thar fhe added much to the art of phyfick; and that being now trefs of Medi« 
immortal, fhe greatly rejoyces at the reverence men do bear her, ha- <ines. 
ving care to keep them in good health : Withall ‘the vifibly lends aid 
in fleeping to thofe that fhe holds worthy of her fuccor, ‘as well there. 
by to teftifie her deity; as to-thew her felf favorable to the health of 
people. And this (fay they) are not Greek fables, but certain and ta- 
nifeft works, foralmoft all the world adores this Goddefs in regard 
of the evident remedies the gives to the fick: And they beleeve that 
they which obey her advervifements are incontinently healed, contt‘a- 
ry to their hope, yet they of whofe recovery the Phyficians were in 
difpair, . Likewife they which have a weaknels intheir fight; or in an 
other part of their body, invoking the affiftance of the ‘Godde; do 
-fuddenly.recover of their infirmity.» They fay alfe thatthe found out 
the way of making one'immottals for the not only tefulciated her fon 
Orus, {lain by the treachery of Titan, and found him hidden in the wa- orus flain by 
ter, but alfo made him immortal; which orws feems-to Be the laft of Tite. 
the Gods, that reigned after his father was'tranflated into Heaven. 
They hold that this oraswas by interpretation. Apollo,and that his mo- orss, Apollo, 
ther Zs taught him»the arts of Phyfick, and ‘devination, by means 
whereof he did infinite‘good to all people; both by his oracles, and 
his medicines. The Priefts of Exypt reckon almoft one and twenty 
thoufand years from the reign of ‘Sol to the time of Alexanders afcent 
into Afia, and moft fabuloufly fay, «that thefe fitft and moft ancient 
Gods raigned each of them twelve hundred years, and-the laft no les 
then three hundred. 3 v | 
Now becaufe fuch a number of years is not probable, fome have la- 
bored (becanfe at thattime the motion of the Sun was not well known) 
to reckon their years by the courfe of the Moon 5, and fo confidering runary yearss 
that the Lunary year is made ‘up of thirty days, it was not impoffible Caos oe 
-but that fome might live twelve hundred years, for now wlien the year %f YS" 
ismade up of twelve months, many mens age doth «pafs the hundred 
year: And the like isof them, who they fay reigned three hundred 
years, forthey made the year’ then of four months according to the 
three feafons thereof, namely the f{ummer, the {pring, -and the winter, 
which is the reafon why the Greeks call years feafons, ‘as being patts 
of them: and hiftories which were made of the whole yeat they term- 
ed notes, or parcels, ARDS ener 
Thele Egyptians write further, that in the time of Z/is there were _ 
men of huge bodies, which by the Greeks were named Giants, and er er 
: cha 
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the Priefts of Egypt. Monfters, whom afterwards O/firis vanquifhed, 
There are fome which have: thought, . that thefe Giants were. ingen* 
dred of the earth, being yet in her firft force of producing creatures : 
Others have thought, that being mightier then other men in corporal 
ftrength, they did many great and excellent deeds, for which they 
were at adventure called Giants, howfoever the moft beleeve, that 
making war againft the Gods -fupiter ,. and’ofiris , they were all 
flain. | 3 cfs Watt al Se 
In that time the Egyptians made a Law, againft the common cu- 
ftom of other Nations, .whereby:every man was permitted to take his 
fifter to wife, :after the ‘example of Ofiris that married his fifter Z/is, 
Marriage bee who after, his deceafe never married sagain, but having throughly re- 
ween brother yenoed the murther of hey faid:husband, fhe raigned juftly all her life 
and fifter, : 
time, and by her many benefits tothe people, fo obliged them, as e- 
ver fince a. Queenis: more honored and reverenced in Egypt, then a— 
King: And.thereto this day among the common fort the wife is: ma- 
Wises the Lem ovex athe: husband;,the men: confefling when they affign a 
Mafters dowry to.their wives, that they; are bound to, obey their plea- 
{ures oholess. whtranieor age N Sok idee. 
~ Lam not ignorant that fome Hiftorians-haye written, how the fepul- 
chers of thefe:two Gods are inthe Town of Nyfa in Arabia, from 
whence Dionifivs was named Nyjews,, and thatithere is in that place 


for each ofthem a pillar erected, whereon are facred letters ingrayen, 


2 


and.on that of Z/s is that which followeth writtens <- 


The Epitaph, .. 1; AfisLam,of Egypt mighty Queens 
of Ts. esol) 6 Samighty, as moremighty ner was feem : 
) \, From Mercurie much knowledg I attain'd.. 
The Laws,which were fo well by me ordain'd, - 
Let none dare abrogate. The wifeamI : 
Of great Ofiris, fam'd both far and nigh, 
|. Iwas the firft found ont the ufeof corn. «. 
. King Otus was of me,his Mother borin. 4... 
_ Next to the Dog my ftar is brightly {phear'd. 
Bubattia’s Towa was in my honour rear’ d. 
i Bejoyful Egypt thens 0 joyful bey: co. 
. For that I Miswas brought.wp in thege os - 


 “ "Thefe things only may be. read amongft. many others, which it is 
faid were written.on the faid pillars,; the reft being defaced by time s 
and indeed: almoft all that-have. treated thereof do agree concerning 
that which is ftill extantinthofe fepulchers. Butasfor other things 
which the Priefts keep concealed in fecret, they. will not fuffer them 
(to theend the truth may not be:known) to be made common to e- 
wery one ;: and for that .end have forbidden upon great penalties the 
publifhing ofthemtothe people. _.. 
Many of the Egyptians do moreover fay, that out of their Country 
and Nation they have fent Colonies into allthe world; and that Be- 
. Jus, the fon of Neptune and Libia, carried Colonies even to Babylon, 
| ~ where 
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~ owhere'having feated himfelf he inftituted'Priefts theré, which were 
Phyficians (by the Babylonians called Caldeans) that after the’ manner 
of the Egyptians gave themfelves to Aftrology, and to the. obfervation 
ofthe tars: - They ‘affirm alfo,that Danaus, parting out of £ ypt built 
~ Argos one of the ancienteft Cities of Greece ; and ‘peopled ¢ eland of 
Cholchos, whichis in thé Country of Pontus. And they further main- 
tain, that the Fews, who inhabit between Arabia and Siria, came anci- 
eatly out of them, which’ is' the: caufé why the little childten amongft 
all thofe Nations are ftillcircumcifed, ‘according't6 the cuftom which 
they took from the Egyptians; who(with this other'conjecture enfuing) 
labor alfo to prove, that the Athenians are defctended from a Colonie 
of theSaytes, a'Nation of the Country of Ecyprs becaufe that ina Ci- 
ty of Greece, named Affy, the people were in times paft divided, ac- 
cording to the manner of the Egyptians. For the firtt degree ofthe Ci- 
ty was of the Nobles, who being more given to learning and ‘{ciences 
then the reft, were therefore of greater eftimation, like unto the Priefts 
of Egypt. Thefecond was of thofe unto whom the lands of the 
- Country were afligned, to the end they might apply themfelves the 
better unto arms for the defence'ofthe Country; like unto thofe of 
Egypt, who are there the Lords ofthe lands, and for that caufe do 
fet out foldiers for the wars attheir.own charge. The» third degree 
was of the common people and. artificers,:who-applying themfelves 
altogether to mechanick trades, did furnifh many works neceflary for 
the whole Commonalty ; which ordertoo was ‘derived from the E- 
giptians: of. whonn-there were . divers alfo. that were Captains and 
Commanders over the: Athenians; for albeit Dipedes, the father of 
Muefteus, who was with the Greeks at the war'of Troy, was an Egypti- 
jn, yet was he for all that afterwards made Citizen, and King of. 4- 
thens ;. and they fay that he had twornatures in ‘him, becaufe he ufed 
two policies,and two’ manner of ways of life; namely the Greek,and the 
Barbarian, :whereof the one held of the beaft, the other of reafonable 
man. . Evichthens likewife,who was an Egyptian, reigned (as they fay) 
over the faid Athenians ; wherefore they have the proof and argument, 
that when.a great drought fell upon all the world, but in “Egypt, and 
by means thereof a wonderfull deftruction followed both ot men and 
corn, Erichtheus caufed great ftoreiof Wheat to be brought out of £- 
gypt unto Athens in regard of the, kindred between them for which 
benefit they made him their King, and having taken the Kingdome 
upon him he taught them the ceremonies and myfteties of Ceres 
Eleufina, which by this means were tranfported unto them from E- 


pte ; ; 
*. Atthe fame time (fay they) this Goddefs, who was till living, 
caufed corn tobe carried to Athens, and again taught them the man- 
ner how tofowit, Indeed the Athenians confefs, that the fruits of 
the Earth being in the reign of the {aid Erichtheus confumed by the 
drought, the Goddefs Ceres fuccored them in perfon with Wheat, and 
that from thence forward her facrifices and myfteties were received 
in Elewfina, inthe fame fort as they are celebrated by the Egyptians 3d 
and forthat caufe are the Eumolpides and finging men of Greece in ftead 


of 
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of the Egyptian Priefts, and the heralds and trum petters in lieu. of the 
bor A ing cel y mv WeGHitor aye sits Wer 

BAA saosin thatthe, Athenians, are they alone of all the 
‘Greeks that fvear by J/is, and that do reprefentthe form and manners — 
of the Egyptians, affirming many other tuchlikethings, out of ambi. 
tion, ratherthentruth, But there is great doubt made of this Colo- 
ny of Athens, for the glory of fucha City);, howbeit the Egyptians do 
hold for certain, tharas well for the greatnefs of their Kings, as for 
‘the multitude of their people, many Colonies of them were tran{port- 
ed by their predeceffors into divers, parts, of the world , of whom, 
fince there is nothing found either.in writing, or other- ways, we have 
not thought fit. to; make. any mentions - So much fhall fuffice then 
to have faid of that. which, the.,Thealogians of Egypt have deli- 
vered ,. and now, .we, vill {peak of the {cituation of the Country , 
of the River of Nils... and of other things which are worthy of me- 
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. . 3 of the Gitwation of Egypts and of the firangethings that 
ae 2 Rh . I arevecounted of the Rrver of Nilus. 3.58) 


“Wr He Land of Egypt, feated dire Gly under the Meridian, feems ta 
br | evexcell all other: Kingdomes, aswell becaufe it is naturally 
aftrong,.ias.for thé pleafantnets of the Country ;°for ithath for its de- 
fence onthe Weft fide great Defarts, anda part of Libia the wilde fat 
extended in length, which for the want of water, and fterility of all 
lother. things, is not.only hard to pafs, but alfo very dangerous.. To- 
swatds the Southit is invironed, both with the Catooraéts of Nilus; 
and with the mountains adjoyning thereunto, and in defcending from 
the: Treglodytes, and bigher parts of Ethiopia, for the {pace of three 
hundred torty and four leagues, the River of Nilws, is nor’ eafily navi- 
gable; nor the way by land to be dightly paft through, unle(s it be 
by a.King,or with great provifion of victuals. On the Eatt fide the {aid 
Land is fortified and defended, as:well’by the faid River of Nilws as by 
certain {pacious fields, named Barathra, wherein is avery deep Moot, 
called thes ervonianFen,which is between Siria & Egypt,narrow enough 
in bredth, and above twelve leagues and an half in length, where ma- 
ny unexpected dangers do happen.unto them that know not the Coun- 
try. For itis ftrait within, and compaffed about with great heaps of 
fand, which raifed up by the Southern wind are carriedante the Moor 
in fuch great abundance, a$ the fand mingled with the water feems to 
be firm ground, and it cannot eafily be difcerned whether it be land or 
water ;- whence it comes to pafs, thatmany, not knowing the nature 
of the place, nor having a guide,are in holding on their way fwallowed 
: “up with their whole Troop ; becaufe that when they are entred into 
the fand, which feems afar off firm ground, they flip further in: And 
fticking fo in the bog, it is not poffible for them either to go forward ; 
t or 
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or backward : wherefore being thus funk inthe mud there is no hope of 

fafety for them, inregard they cannot make ufe of their forces, but fee 

themfelves devoured by this fand, compaffed about by the water, 

which no more then the mud, can neither be forded, nor pafled over 

by boat; and this isthe reafon why this Moor is called Barathrum. 

Now there being enough {poken of the three parts wherewith Egypt is 

invironed and defended, let us come to the fourth fide. The Land of 

Egpyt is inclofea on the North with a Sea, where there are no Ports, 

and where it is hard forthem that would go thither to find any lan- 

ding ; for fromthe City of Paratomo in Libia, all along that fea coaft 

tothe Port of foppa, whichis in Siria, for the length almoft of three 

hundred, twelve leagues, and an half, there is not fo much as one fafe | 

harbor for fhips, except Pharos; and from thence forward the waters The Pharos of 

are all along the fhore ftanding, and without motion, as that of a pond, Egyp*- 

and the places unknown to Pilots and Mariners; whence it oftenhap- 

pens that fome of them, to avoid the dangers of the fea, thinking to 

fteer their fhip direétly to the land as to a furePort for their fafety, do 

unawares fall into thote dead waters without hope of ever getting out 

ofthem: Others, in regard they cannot difcern the continent a far off 

(for the Country of Egypt is flat and low) are tranfported fome to 

thofe Moores, and fometo the deferts aforefaid. Egypt then is by 

thefe means a very fafe and {trong Kingdome, and of an oval forms, 

for the tength of it by the fhoare 1s two thoufand miles, and the bredth De Naar 

ofit on land a thoufand three hundred and threefcore. The length 
Now'the number ofthe people of Egypt was in old times greater fry. eof 

thenof‘any other Nation; and at this prefentit is not lefS then o- The number 

thers; forin their fecret books itis written, that there was anciently of 8 peupte 

in Egypt above eighteen thoufand Cities and good Towns, whereof Bigiten 

there were ftill remaining in the time of Ptolomeus Lagus three thou- thoufand Cie 

fand, which have continued till our days : The number of all the in tpn” 

people amounted heretofore to feven millions ; and now it is {aid The number 

they are not fully three millions. Now this was the caufe why the 5) Niel Fab 

Kings of Zgypr left animmortally glory of their name behind them, by millions. 

the great and marvellous works which they made by means of the huge 

multitude of their people ; but of this we will {peak more at large here- 

after, and will now intreat of the nature of Nélws, and of the propriety 

and fcituation of the Country through which it paffeth, 

Nilws runs from the South tothe North, taking his beginning from Thedecription 
the fountains which are in the fartheft parts of Erhiopia, whereunto of N¥m. 
(for they are Defarts) there is no accefS found by reafon of the vehe- 
mency ofthe heat. Now Nzlus is the greateft of all other Rivers, in 
regard he paffeth through divers and fundry Regions, with many tur- 
nings and windings, running fometimes againft the Eaft and Arabia, 
and fometimes againft the Weft and Z7bi2. His courfe from the 
mountains of Ethiopiato the Meditteranean {ca isin length aboutfeven rhe length of 
hundred and fifty leagues, his windings thereincomprifed. Andal- Nit 
beit he makes many Iflandsin Ethzopza, yet is Meroe amongft the reft 
the greateft and moft renowned, this River being in that placea league | 
andan half broad; but below the {aid Ifland he is narrower, ia is ene oF 
| the 
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the water devides it felf there from its courfe into two parts, whereof 
the one turning towards Libia, and being of a wonderfull depth, is 
{wallowed up inthe fands: The other, that runs contrarily towards 
Arabia, is converted into great Moors and Fens, about the which di- 
vers kinds of people doinhabit.. Being entred into Egypt he is halfa 
league broad or more, having no direct courfe, but making, as is faid 
before, many turnings, now towards the Eaft,then towards the Welt, 
and fometimes (contrary to his right courte) towards the South, Now 
there are on either fide of the faid River certain Mountains far exten- 
ded, and betweenthem many narrow Vallies, and great precipices, 
which falling down with a mighty impetuofity into it, drives it back a- 
gain (as it were by force) towards the South, by means whereof it . 
overflows all the fields toaplace called Effican, and then it re-affumes 
The CatarzQs tS natural courfe. Thisnoble River is alone amongft all others calm, 
of Nit. and without billows, until fuch time as it enters into his Catara@s, 
which is a place above half a league broad, fteep and bending as it © 
grows narrow and inclofed with vallies, where the great number of 
huge ftones, like unto rocks, makes the water rebound up with a mar- 
vellous force and violence, {fo that it is conftrained to take a contrary 
courfe, from whence proceeds fo much foame, asis wonderfull to be- 
hold; forthe current of the water in that place is as fwift to ones fee- 
ing as an arrow outofabow. But when Nilws begins to grow grea- 
ter with an increafe of waters, his courfe becomes thereby more gen- 
tle and quiet, fo that (the waters then furmounting the rocks) many. 
do in thips pafs down by thofe Cataracts, provided that the wind be 
againft them ; but to mount up again there is no poffibility, in regard 
of the force and fury of the River, which is fo great and impetuous, as 
furpaffeth all humane apprehenfion. 
In the faid River are many Cataracts, but the greateft isin Ethiopia 
upon the confines of Egypt; there are in it likewife many Iflands, of 
whe Mflsod of which the principal is Meroe, wherein is a City of the fame name built 
The form of by Cambifes, calling it after the name of his mother. The form of 
the Ifland of this Ifland is like unto a fhield, furpaffing in bignefs all‘ the other 
Hee ienees Iflands of Nilws, for itis in length an hundred fourfcore and feven 
and breath of leagues, and an half; and feventy two leagues in bredth: there are 
the Ifand of many Cities init, whereof Merve isthe nobleft. On the one fide of 
nett this Ifland towards Libia are many great heaps of fand ; andthe other. 
fide towards Arabia is invironed with the mountain, and its precipices. 
In this Ifland alfo are foundMynes of Gold,Silver, Brafs and Iron,and 
many kind of precious ftones ; it bears the wood too, called Ebony. 
There are befides in Nilws fo many other Iflands, as is almoft incre- 
dible, for without comprehending therein that, called fromthe form 
thereof Delta, for the refemblance it hath of the Greek letter Delta: it 
18 faid that there are in Nilws feven hundred Iflands, fome of them in- 
habited by the Ethiopians, and {owed with Millet; the reft are fullof 
ferpents,Cynocephales,and of many other wilde beafts,in regard where- 
of the accefs thereunto is very difficulr, 
This River of Nilws, divided into many parts in the Land of 
Egypt, makes that forme which they call Delta; and his greateft depth 
is 
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is where he falls into the fea, into which he difimboques himfelf by {¢- 

ven mouths, whereof the firft tends to the Eaft, andisnamed Palujj- The eise 
acum, the fecond Tenaticum, the third Mendeficum, the fourth Phar- ows Ne 
witicum, the fitth Sabenniticnm, the fixth Balbitinum, and the laft Ca- 

nopicum, by fome called Hercwleam. Befides which feven mouths 
there are others made by hand, that are not to be omitted, becaufe 
there is in each of them a Town invironed with the River, out of which 
one pafleth both onthe one fide and the other over bridges, where 
men are eftablifhed tor the guard ofthem. From the mouth of Nitus 
named Pelu/iacum, directly to the gulph of Arabia and the red fea,there 
is a great Canal, amighty work, and of avaft expence, which Dari- 
us King of Perjia, having been firft begunby Mechans the fon of Sam- 
matichus, would have finifhed, but yet left it unperfeét, for that he 
was advertiled by fome of the Country, that if he digged further in 
that place, the whole Land of Egypt (which lies lower then the red 
fea) would be quite overwhelmed and drowned with the waters, How- 
beit afterwards Prolomy the {econd with exceeding great induftry and 
art caufed the Canal to be perfected in a2 more commodious and fit- 
ter place ; and the fame when he had occafion to have it failed 
through he opened, and fhut it again when he had made ufe 
of it. The river which runs into this Canal they call Prolomy, after 
the name of him that made it, having at the entrance intoit a City .na- 
med Arfionoe, 

The Country, which we have faid before is called Delta, in form 
like unto the Ifland of.Sicily, contains in each of the two fhoares forty 
and {even leagues, and on the coaft next to the fea threefcore and nine. : 
In this Ifland of Delta are many and fundry dikes made by the hard Peas 8 
of man, and it is the moft fertile Country ofall the Land of Egypt, 
by reafon it is all invironed. with the River of Nilws, and watered, as 
well by the increafe of the water, drawing along withitagreat deal of 
flime and mud, asby the care and diligence of the inhabitants, who 
water it. with an engine which Archimedes of Siracufa invented, called 
from the form of it Cochlea, by means whereof this region doth plen- 
tifully abound with all manner of fruits. Moreover,the water of Ni- 
lus running in this place very gently, and carrying along with it much 
foil, that ftays and refts in low places, makes the region thereby far 
more fertile, and caufeth it to produce many forts of hearbs and roots 
of feveral taftes and favors, very commodious and ufeful, as well for 
the poor, as for the fick,towards the recovery of their health. And it 
doth not only furnifh victual enough for them that have need of it, but 
alfo bringeth forth all other things ferving for humane life, efpecially 
Loton,whereof they make bread,and more abundantly that which they 
call the Egyptian Bean. 

There are in it likewife divers forts of trees, whereof fome do bear’ 
Peaches, a good and delicate fruit, whichthe Perfians brought out of 
Ethiopia at {uch time as Cambifes fubdued it, fome bear Syccamores, 
fome Mulberries, and others a fruit like untoa fig, which, in regard it 
bears well neer all the year, is of much eftcem, and a great hel ptothe 
common people : The apples too, nes Inuptacies, grow ets 
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the mouthes of Ni/ws, which in regard of their excellent tafte, are 
ufually ferved tothe table for fecondcourfe. They have withall in 

Zubum cr Ale- this Country a certain drink named by them Zethum, made of barly, 
which is little inferior in favor and tafteto Wine : They ufe alfo in 

Clea, ‘ftead of oyl, to give light inthe night, the juice of an herb called Cica, 
and befides ail thefe Egypt produceth many other things profitable for 
the life of man, which to relate in particular would be too long and 
tedious, 

The River of Nilws breeds many creatures differing in themfelves 
both in form and nature; amongft the reft two principal ones which - 
are very much different the one from the other, namely the Croco- 

The crocodile, dile, and Hippopotamus or fea horfe. Ofthefe two, the Crocodile 
of a little one comes to be 4 very great creature, for though his egg be 
no bigger then thofe ofa goofe, yet doth he grow ina fhort time after 
he is hatched to be four fadom long, the time of his life almoft equals - 
that of man; he hath no tongue, and hath his body armed after a 
{trange manner; for his back is covered all over with ftrong and hard 
{cales, and on cither fide of his chaps he hath a great number of teeth, 
amongft the which there are two bigger and more apparant then the 
reft. He not only devours men, but with his clawes doth alfo moft 
cruelly tear in pieces all land beafts that come neer to the banks of Ni 
lus. His biting is very fharp and dangerous, fo that whatfoever he 
faftens on with his teeth, is feldome or never cured. He was ancient- 

The manner Ly Caught with a hook baited with raw fleth, but now he is many times 

of raking Cre taken with mighty ftrong nets, as other fithes; and fometimes they 

codilese kill him with a dart,or inftrument of iron, whichis hurled at his head 
from out afifher boat. There is an infinite company of them in the - 
River of Wilws, and inthe pools adjoyning,as well becaufe he is a fruit- 
ful beaft, (for he lays eggs every year) as becaufe few of them are ta- 
ken; forfome of the inhabitants of the Country do adore him as a 
God,and for ftrangers it were but loft labour for them to catch him, in 
regard he is not good to eat: But nature hath provided a fafe and com- 
modious remedy againft their increafe, by producing a little beaft like 
untoa whelp (called Jchwwmon) which hunting up and ‘down the banks 
for the eggs of this huge creature, breaks all which he finds ; and that 
which is marvellous, he doth notbreak thofe eggs in that manner for 
to-eat them,or for any other advantage, but only as it were by a natural 
inftiné for the common good of men, 

Thefeahorfe. Asfor the othercreature, called a Sea-horfe, heis feven foot and 
an halflong; he hath four feet, which'are'cloven like an Oxe, three 
teeth in either jaws longer and uprighter ears then any other beaft , 
with the tail, and neighing of anhorfe: the reft of his body not much 
unlike to an Elephant, fave that his skin is harder then any other crea- 
tures: He livesbothon the water, and‘on the land, keeping himfelf 
inthe river all theday, and‘going'to Jand at night to feed upon the 
cornand grafs, every where deftroying the crops of the neighboring 
ficlds: He is withall very fruitful bringing forth young ¢very year ; 
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whereunto ropes are faftened,.which they caft at hima far off; they 
Jet him go til! he hath loft all his blood, and then they take him. The 
fleth of him is very hard and of ill digeftion, and his intrails are good 
for nothing. | 

Befides thefe great beafts, Nilws is abundantly ftored with divers 
forts of fifhes, which are ufed for meat, not only by the inhabitantsiof 
the Country, but alfo by ftrangers, unto whom they are carried falted 
up ; fo thar it excels all other rivers in the world for the exceeding pros 
fit and commodity that comes of itto men, | rv ods 
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Of the great benefit redounding unto Egypt by the River 
of Nilus, and of the incertainty of the four- 
ces from whence it {prings : 


T Heincreafing and inundation of the waters of | Nitwepiis from the 
Summer folftice to the equinoGtial in Autumne;during the which 

ftill drawing new earth and foil along with it, it waters): as well.thé The time of 

fields that are till’djaschofe that are not,as long time-as itfeemsigood:xo iS increaine 

the husbandmen, forby cafting up little banks they keep out the water | 

which flowes very gently,or receive wt into their grounds as they have 

occafion for it. And truly it brings fuch fertility to all the ‘Country, 

and facility to the tilling of it, that when theythave fowed, either they 

put their fheep into the fields to tread in the feed with their feer; ‘ot elfe 

they turn over the earth lightly upon it with a {mall plow, ‘and without 

any more returning to their husbandry until four or five months ‘after, ties alo 

they doin a fhort time without any coft or lofs reap a world of corn. In 

other Countryesithey husband their lands with great pains-‘and charges 

but the Egyptzans alone with little labor and lefs coft do behold a moft 

plentiful return of thatthey have fown. Their Vines alfo being: wa: 

tered in that manner do yield abundance of wines’ and'their grounds 

left for pafture do thereby become fo full of grafs, that their theep 

do bring forth lambes twice a year, and are fhorn as often. © This 'in- 

creafing of the waters of Nélws feems marvellous to them that fee itjand 
incredible to them that hear it fpoken ; for it is the only river amongft 

all othersthat rifes fo in Summer, as that it overflows all Ezypt,where- 

as others dothen fall and decreafe ; and likewife itis that alone which 
diminifheth in Winter, whenas the others do then fwell moft, ‘and 

grow greater. Now the Land of Egypt isa flat ‘and plain Country, 

and whereas the Towns, Villages,and Cottages are fortified with banks 

againft the inundation ofthe River, they feem to look upon as if they 

were the Iflands, named Ciclades.:. All the wild beafts, that abide in 
thefields during the time of therifingof Nilws, are drowned, and 

they that efcape fly unto the ‘hills and higheft places. As for their 

Cattel, they are in the mean time fhut up in ftables, and fed with{uch 
provifions.as are before-hand prepared forthem by the husbandmen | 

and fhepherds, who being now idle do nothing but feaft, and live at 

their eate. Now 
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.Now for as much as at the beginning the inhvbitants of Egypt were 

miuch troubled and molefted by this inundation of Ni/#s, the Kings de- 
puted certain perfons to obferve and meafure the rifing of itinthe City 
of Memphs, whothereupon gave intelligence by letters unto allthe | 
Towns and Villages throughout the Land, how many foot, or how 
many inches, the water of the River was increafed in height, and like- 
Wife:at what time it began to abate and decreafe ; by which means the 
peoples:ifreed from their former care, upon the fight of the height of 


the river, and of the decreafe thereof,!wnderftcod what the future fer- 


tility would be, regard being hadto the precedent years. Howbeit 
the caufe of this inundation being unknown, hath put many Philofo- 
phers and Hiftorians into much doubt,, and contrariety of opinions, 
whereof we will {peak a little, to the end we may neither exceed the or- 
der of the Hiftory,norleave.a thing fo much debated and fought after 
unmentioned..;.«: | 
None of the old Writers ever durfttreat of the rifing of Nélus, of 
his fountains, of his mouths through which he enters into the fea, nor 
of other things,whereby;as the greateft of all the rivers of the world, he 
comes to:be:different from the reft, although they have fometimes in 


'« their books made mention of {mall rivers and torrents. Others, ‘en- 


.,., deavoring to give a reafon of the faid things, have very much fwerved 


from the truth,» For they, which were in the time of Hellanicus, Cad- 
mus, and Hecateus,and all thofe which have written thereof,have wan- - 
deed from the truth unto fables. . Yea Herodotus, who wrote an Hi-: 
ftory of'many matters, defiring to give a reafon of them, is contrary 
aid repugnant.to himfelf: Xexophon alfo, and Thucidides, whofe Hi- 
{tories are approved for true, were never in Egypt; and they which 


‘have followed Ephorus, and Theopempus, who:above all others have 


curioufly enquired after thefe things,have neverthelefs been abandon- 
ed by the truth. And truly all of them have failed,| not only through 
negligence, -butalfo for want of knowing the {cituation of Countries 
and regions :}| For from the firft and moft ancient times:unto Ptolomeus 
Philadelphus, none of the Greeks ever paffed not only fo far as: into. E- 
thiopia, butthey had not fo much as the knowledg of the mountains of 
Egypts fo difficult and dangerous was the paffage over them for;to' go 
into Ethiopia:: Butthis fame Prolomews was the firkt of all, who (en- 
tering into Ethiopia with a Greek army): diligently fought out the {citu- 
ation of all that region: _ Wherefore the ignorance of places hath been 
the caufe of the fault which they have committed, who intreated of 
them before.. .. ) 


The head and QF the head then and fource of Nilws there is none’ found -until this 


fource of Ni- 
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prefent which hath written, that either he had feen it himfelf, or had 
beard any other affirm that he had been upon the place, and feen it, 
which is the reafon why they have not written of it but by conje@ures 
and opinions; although the Priefts of Egypt maintain, thatthe Ri- 
ver of Nilws hath his fource and beginning from the great Ocean 
Sea whichinvirons all the world, butthey have no certain teftimony 
thereof, but intermingle things certain with thofe that are incredj- 
ble, giving nevertheleis fome reafon for it, but {uch as are hard to be 

be- 
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beleeved. The Troglodytes who to fhun the heat inhabit. on the higheft 
mountains (and are commonly called Volgios) do fay that beyond them 
there are certain watry countries full of marifhes and {prings, from 
whence, for the multitude of them joyned together, they conjecture 
and think the River of Nilws flows. But to the inhabitants of.the 
Tfland of Meroe, whofe opinion oughtto be more credible, in regard 
they are neerer to thofe Springs, the beginning of Nilws is fo uncertain, 
that they name it A/faphon, whichi§Sas muchas to fay, water coming 
out of darknefs, and have furnamed the faid river fo from the 
ignorance of the place whence it fprings. But as for us, that 
feems to come neereft to the truth, which is furtheft from all 
fiction. | 

Now we are not ignorant, but that Herodotus, who hath written 
that Nz/ws paffeth through the Eaftern and Weftern Libia, doth fay 
and maintain, that the Na{famones have more curioufly fought out the 
fource and beginning of Né/ws then any other Nation, and thereupon 
they do affirm, that it {prings from acertain Lake, and thence runs and 
defcends into Ethiopia: neverthelefs we will not give credit therein, ei- 
ther to the Lebsans, although their opinion be likely enongh ; or to the 
Hiftorian,alledging uncertain things. But becaufe we have already {po- 
ken fufficiently of the fources and courfe of Nilws, we will now intreat 
of the caufe of his rifing and inundation, 


The diver fity of opinions touching the inundation of Nilus, 
' and his increafe. 


rape Philofopher 7 hales, who was reckoned amongft the feven Sages BD OE 

: ‘ ; . ‘ inds blow- 
faith, That the blowing of the Etefan winds do keep back'the rivet ing out of che 
Nils from running into the fea, and how by the means of that repul- Eaft during 
fing of his waters,all the land of Egypt, which is a low and plain Coun- eee 
try,comes to be overflowed. Which reafon, although it feems to have | 
fome colour of truth,is notwithftanding very eafily confuted as falfe ; 
for if that were true,all other rivers,thofe Etefian winds blowing would 
be augmented for the fame occafion; and becaufe that falls not out in 
the other parts of the world, there is need of feeking out another truer 
caufe. Anaxagoras the Phyiician, holds that the melting of the {now 
in Ethiopia is the true caufe of the inundation of Nila, with whom his 
difciple Ewripides agrees, there where he writes how that river encrea- 
{es when the fnows of Egypt do melt; which reafon may alfo be eafily 
contradicted, fince it is manifeftro every one, eitherthat there are no 
{nows in Ethiopia, in regard of the great heat whichis there, or that 
there are, efpecially in the places neer to which Nilus begins his courfe; 
continual frofts and cold: And if any one will maintain, that there‘is 
abundance of {now in Erhiopiz, yet muft he confefs notwithftandirig; 
that that caufe is not fufficientenough ; for it is certain ‘that every ri- 
ver, which increafes by the melting of {now, yields a foft cold wind’, 
and a thick and clowdy air; but Nz/ws alone amongtt all’ others produ 
ces neither clowds, nor.coolwind, Heroditus faith, that Nilws of his 
own nature is fuch as he is {een to be in the time of his increafe and in- 

BEG Seer gee undation 


ight si ees — — ee E - “pe : eer a esl, he ty A eo or 
$ ppp TE cI Pa eRe lane seed Ek A eR ee wc PRINTS Si space aad BN RT EA ie PET IA, aT ta RRS as th 


The History of Book. I. 


-undation, andthatin the Winter, the Sun defcending towards Libig 
draws the humor of the water to him, for which caufe the faid River 
decreafeth at that time, contrary to his nature ; butin Summer the Sun | 
returning towards the Pole Artique, the Rivers, as well of Greece, as 
of other fuch like places, do diminifh and dry up; whereby he would 
infer, thatitisnot a thing to be marvelled at, if Né/ws increafeth in 
Summer, and decreafethin Winter. Howbeit if it were fo that the 
moifture of the river of Nilws fhould be attracted in the Winter by the 
heat of the Sun, it would then neceffarily follow, that the likefhould 
befal the other rivers of Libia, and'that their humidity being dried up 
they {hould grow lefs in winter; but as this is far from truth, fo is the 
error of the writer plainly difcovered. Withall,the rivers of Greece do 
not augment in winter becaufe the Sun is far from them, but by reafon 
of the great continuance of rains. Democritus the Abderite, doth not 
fay that the increafe of the waters proceedeth from the {nows of the 
South, as Euripides, and Anaxagoras do affirm, but from thofe 
ofthe North; for he faith, that the great heaps of fnow, congeal- 
ed during winter inthe Northern Regions, do melt in Summer, and 
that of the vapors arifing thence many thick clowds are ingendred on 
the tops of mountains, which being carried by the Erefian winds to 
the higheft of them, fuch as thofe of Ethiopia are, and there conyer- 
ted into rain, they are the caufe of great and continual thowres, by 
means whereofthe river of Nilus ( when thofe winds blow) doth. 
rife and incteafe.. Which opinion may be eafily rejedted ; if one 
will but confider the time wherein the Etefian winds do blow; for 
Nilus (as we have faid before) begins to rife in the Summer Sol- 
ftice, at:{uch time<as thofe winds are in a manner down: ~Now 
when feafon overfwayes opinion the wit of the writer isto be com- 
mended, but yet forall that, credit is not tobe given thereunto. 
I will pafs by that which is evident, namely that the Etefian winds 
come. not rather from the North, then fromthe Weft; for Boreas 
and other Northerly winds, are not alone called Etefians, but thofe 
alfo which blow out of the Weft in’Summer :. “And to fay that 
the fame happens not but in the mountains of Ethiopia, would be not 
only reproveable ,. but alfo unworthy of belief. Ephorus labours 
to give a newer reafon for it, but:very far fromthe truth; for he 
faith, that the earth of Egypt being raifed up by the inundation of 
Nilus, the bottom ofitremains navurally dry, -and “fpungeous, and 
that there are found in divers parts of it many great overtures and 
hollow places, whereinto the water of the river doth in the-Win- 
ter time fink; which in the Summer time breaths out: of the earth 
again as it were a {weat, from whence the increafe and inundation 
of Nils do proceed. But this Author doth not only thew that he 
was ignorant of the places and nature of Egypt himfelf, but that he 
had not heard any man {peak thereof which knew them : For if the 
River of Nils. took his increafe fromthe Land of Egypt itfelf, there 
would be no inundation above the faidland on rocks and mountai- 
nous places, whereas the faid Rivet, defcending from the Country 

of Ethiopia, is for the {pace of three hundred, ‘threefcore, and fifteen 
forebar leagues 
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Ieagues in the fame height and increafe above Egypt, as when he enters 
into it, Furthermore, if the courfe of Wilus thould be made lefs by 
the little earth which it fpreads over the Land of Egypt, it would be 
impoffible for thofe overtures and hollow places, which are not but 
on the fupercifices of the earth, to receive and fwallow up fo great an 
abundance of waters. Likewifesif the current of the faid River fhould 
be made lower by the earth which it {preads over the faid Land, it 
would come to pafs that thofe overtures and hollow places would be 
higher then the courfe of it, and fo it fhould be impoffible that from 
them fhould iffue fuch abundance of water. Onthe other fide, if 
the River of Nilus holds the higheft place, it is not poffible that the 
courle of the water fhould from the lower hollow places be carried up- 
ward, Whois he thatwifl beleeve it to be feafable, that the {mall 
ftreams, which flow out of fo little a quantity of earth, fhould add 
fo great an increafe of waters to this River, as that it fhould co- 
ver and drown all the Country of Egypt therewith ¢ I will pre- 
termit alfo, how this reafon will be found apparantly falfe, that in 
fo little earth {pread abroad, fuch a quantity of water can be com- 
prehended ; for certainly the River of Meander draws along with it 
very much earth in the regions of A/a, through which it paffeth , 
and yet there is not found any fuch increafe- of watersin it, as in that 
of Nilws. In like manner the Rivers of Achelous sin Acarnania , 
and Cephifus in Beotia, de{cending from the Phoceans, have added 
fo much earth unto thofe Countryes, as it may be tilled and fow- 
ed: Byall which the error of the Author may evidently appear, and 
therefore ought no manto feek for truth in him, feeing his opinion is 
feldom foundtrue. 

Some Phylofophers of Memphis. have endeavored to render a 
reafon of this increafe of Nils, which is not fo much to be con- 
vinced , as not to be epbupeed of.. And they hold, that the 
world is divided. into: three parts, whereof the one is inhabited by 
us 5 the other is feated juft oppofite unto us; and the third, which is 
inhabitable, and burnt up with the heat of the Sun,is in the Country of 
Thebass. 

Now if Nilus, fay they, did increafe in Winter, his fource would 
be in our Zove, becaufeit rains there very much at that time; but 
for that his increafe arrives in Summer, itis very probable, that then 
itis Winter in the Zone that is oppofite to us; and that the great abun- 
dance of waters, defcending from thence at that time, isthe caufe of 
that increafe of Nilus, They further affirm, that there is no accef to 
the head of this River, for that {pringing in the oppofite Zone he runs 
through inhabitable C ountryes,wherof,fay they,is a witnefS the excce- 
ding f{weetnefs of his water, proceeding f rom his paffage through hot 
places and burnt with the Sun,and for that caufe is he fweeter then any 
other River, it being the nature of heat to give fuch a tafte to water. But 
the confutation of this opinion is very evident; for it is impoffible that 
the River fhould come up unto us, from that part of the world which 
is Oppofite to us, efpecially if the world be round, And if any one 
will labor to fubvert the. truth with arguments, the nature of things 
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5 , js repugnant thereunto, “ But.thefe fame, ‘to the endthey may feem 
ro underftand itwell, have fet Defart and inhabitable places between, 
to keep their opinion trom being convinced by manifcit and apparant — 

reafon. Now itis requifite, thatthey, whica will affure a thing for 

true and certain, fhould give fometeftimony to it, orfhould prove tt 

by principles already admitted and received: Foreven as, accord- 

ing to their opinion, Né/ws alone amongft all Rivers comes unto ns 

from that part of the world, fofhouldall other Rivers defcend from 

it, as it happens in our Regions. Touching the caufe which they al- 

ledg of the {weetnefs of the water, itis altogether without appearance 

of reafon; for if the River fhould receive that{wectnels from: its being 

decoted by the heat of the Sun, it would procuce nogreat Creatures, 

nor have init thofe many kind of fithes an# range beefts w hich it 

hath, ‘for all water alienated from its nature produceth aiothing > And 

becaufe the nature of Nilws is clean contrary to that, we are to beleeve 

that fuch reafons given for the increafing of it are no way true. Inopi- 
des of Chios writes, “That waters are in the earth cold in Sunmmer, | 

and hot in Winter} as is found in deep wells, the water wiaereok 

is in time of heat exceeding cold,and hot when the feafon is very cold 5 

and that it happens fo not without caufe to the River of Nilzs tobe low 

and little,becaufe the heat of the earth is confumred bythe Conatry of 

Egypt, being full of humidity ; and doth without any impediment ia- 

creafe inSummer, becaufe Egypt is without rain, and for that then 

cheearth cannot fuck up the water of the River. But this anfwermay be 
seturnedto Inopides, that many Rivers of Libia in courfe and mouths 

like to Nilus, are not for all that like to him in his increafe and inunda- 

tion, as being high in Winter, and lowin Summer; from whence it 

may be argued that his opinionisinot right. Agathargines Of Guydos 

comes neererto the truth, when he faith, that every year from the 

Summer folftice to the equinoétial of Autumn, it rains continually in 

the mountains of Ethiopia, and that therefore it ismo marvel if Nilws , 

according to his nature, runs along in Winter only with the waters 

which proceed from his fource, and that he mereafes in Summer by 

reafon of the faid rains: Now although none hath hitherto given a 

certain reafon of the caufe of the faid increafe, yet is not the opinion 

of either of them to be contemned ; for we fee many things tobe done 

againft nature, whereof its hard to know the true caufe. And of 

this many things ferve for an argument which are done and happen in 

fome parts of Afia; fuchasthe great {nows, which yearly for many 
daystogether, do after Winter is paft cover the great mountains of 
Scythianeer to Cancafus: Likewife in the Countries of India, which 

are towards the North, there fals in a certain feafon of the year a huge 

quantity of hail of incredible bignefs:And about the River of Hidafpes 

in the beginning of Summer it rains continually,and foon after it does 

: fo inEthtopia.1 fhall not be then too far from the truth when I fhal fay, 
opinion cone that the continual rains, defcending from the mountains of Ethiopia 

cernne aie BECCA E gypr, do.caufe the increafe of the river of Nilws , the ra- 
saan w ther for that the ftrangers, which inhabit thofe mountains,do witnefs fo 
Nile much. And albeit that which is faid of the mature of Nilws be contrary 
to 
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to the things that are in our Countries, yer is not lef credit for all that 
to be given thereunto; for we {ee that the South wind brings rain to us, 
and to the Ethiopians fair and clear weather;and the North winds are in 
Europe {trong and vehement, but in Ethiopia weak and faint, Nowto 
the end we may not exceed the manner of writing, there is hitherto e- 
nough faid of the increafe and inundation of Nilws, fo that having di- 
vided this firft book into two Treatifes, we nowto keepa mean, will 
enter upon the fecond, wherein we will treat of the ancient Kings of 
£gypt: and of the things which firft of all were done there inthe primi 


t1ve times. 
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The Second ‘Book. 


The Proem. 


N the former Book is contained ,as it were a Procm of the whole work s and 
all that the Egyptians have ‘written f the Creation of the world, 
of the firft beginning of. things 5 of their Gods, of the Cities that were built 
in their names, of the firft original of men, of their manner of living, of 
the honor and glory of them among (t thofes which were held to be immortal, 
and of the fumptuous edifices that were reared to their memory. T hen is 
there a de[cription of the {cituation of Egypt, of the almoft incredible things 
that are reported of the River of Nilus,and of that likewife which the Hifto- 
yians and Philofophers have delivered concerning tt, ana of the difference 
and contrariety of them that have written thereof, Now it refts that the fe- 
cond Book, continuing the order of things before fpoken, fhould recount the 
noble atts and atchievements of. the ancient Kings of Egypt until the 
time of Amatis, beginning at the firjt manner of the Egyptians living. 


Cuar. |. 
of the noble atts of the Kings of Egypt until the time of Amatfis, of 


their Sepultures Piramides, and great riches. 


ZA We Egyptians have left us in writing, that Herbs, Roots, and 
Colewort leaves growing wild in Fields and Marifhes, after 
they had approved of their tafte, were at the beginning in- 


rifis WAS, in regard of its fweetnefs, and the commodity which it 
Sone, bothto Menand Horfes, firft ofallin we. And even at this 
| day 


> ftead of all other meat unto them; and that theherb 4-— 
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day, inmemory of the profit that came to them b it, de men gather 
and carry itin their handswhen they go to make their prayers unto the 
Gods ; having an opinion that man is a muddy and moorifh creature, 
which they conjecture, as well from his bafe and natural extraction, 
as from that he hath more need of moift, then dry meats. The Egyp- 
tans fay further, that fifh was next in ufe amongit.them by reafon of 
the great abundance which the River of Nilys yieldeth, efpecially, 
when decreafing, he returns to his former channel.: And that after- 
wards fome of then feeding on the flef of Cattel,: wore the’8kins of 
them in ftead of cloaths, making theit houfes'6f reeds, and thereofdo 
theamarks and conjeQures remain ftill among it the fhepherds of Egy ‘ 
who until this prefent make no account of any other dwelling then that 
which is covered withthatch. But after that fuch a kind of living had 
continued a long time amongft the Egyptians, they began to nourith 
themfelves with other fruits, amongft the which rhey made them bread 

Bread made of Lotoy, thé invention whereof was by foffie attributed to 7 fis, and by 
rteer others to one of the moft ancient Kings of Egypt, named Menas. But 
the Priefts of Egypt hold, that Mercury was the firlt inventer of Arts 
and Sciences; and the Kings of Egypt of things requifite for the: fu- 
{tenance and life of men: And for that caufe were not Kingdoms 
left anciently to the children of thofe which had taigned, butto thofe 
who were known to have contributed moft to the happy life of the 
people, who had power at that time to create them Kings, either for 
the common'good, or beéaufe it was found Writt€n in ther’ facred 
books that they were to do fo. Of thefe Priefts Tome have fabuloufly 
delivered, ‘that the Gods, and’ Demi-Gods raighéd firht in\- Egypr 
for the {pace of eighteen thouwfand years, or little lef) and that 
the laft of them, named or#s, enjoyed the Kingdorh‘after his mother 
fis; furthermore, that after thofe Gods, tmhenshad reigned there five 
thoufand years compleat when as we went into Eeypt, which was in the 
hundred and eighty Olimpiad, Prolomeus then raigning, called Dioyi- 
‘fius the ninth. ae ae _ rahi 
The Land of Egypt hath been for the Sreatelt part of time, under 
the Rule of the native Kings of that Country, and for'a little while un- 
der that of fome Erhiopian, Perfian, and Macedonian Princes « where. 
The Ethiopian of four have been of Ethiopia, which have raigned there, not futccef- 
raign over Ex fively, but at feveral times, for the {pace of fix and thirty years, or 
eypt 36 years. there about. The Perfians, under the condué of their King Cambifes, 
who by arms reduced all Egypt under his fubjeGion, raigned an hun- 
red, thirty, and five years there; but the Egyptians at length reyol- 
ted from them, for their infolencies, crueltes, and irreverence to the 
Gods of that Country, ‘The laft, which were the Macedonians, and 
their fucceffors, held the Empire of the Egyptians two hundred feyen- 


en oe ty and fix years, Now befides thefe fame, all that have raigned over 
eared s and above were Egyprians, tothe number of four hundred; thtecfCore 
Kings, and @ndtenmen, Kings; and five women, Queens ‘as ’it hath been deft 
five Queens in writing in the facred books, which were made by the Priefts; “con- 
in Egypte taining the greatnefs, magnificence, nature, manners, age, and excellent 

deeds of each of thofe Princes. Butin regard it would be too Jong and 


tedi- 
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tedious a matter for us to write of every one of them in particular, we 

will frame our Hiftory offuchthings only, as fhall feem tobe moft 

worthy of memory. 

The firft then, that raigned in Egypt after the Gods, was Menas, Meas the hrf 
who taught his people to worfhip thofe Gods, to offer facrifices unto Ss Sal 

them, and afterwards to trim up beds, to furnifh tables with variety 

of difhes, and to accuftome themfelves to pleafures, and a way of life 

more delicate and civil: But all this, fay they, was abrogated a 

long time afterby King Gnefactus, the father of Vecchoris the wife, 

upon this occafion, leading ‘his Army into Arabia, he came to be fo 

diftreffed for victuals in barren and Defart places, that he was glad to 

| falltofuch homely cates ashe could find amongft the Country Pea- 

fants, which proved fo favory to his tafte in that extermity, as he ever 

after abhorred'that delicate and:coftly fare, whichhad been ufed by 

theformer Kings. And Gwefactws was fo well pleafed from thence- 

forward with a poor and fimple dict, and lying ona mean and hard 

bed, that he commanded the fame to be recorded in the facred books, 

andlaidup inthe Temple of Fupiter at Thebes, Nowthis was the 

caufe, fay they further, why the glory and honor of Menzs is'not come 

to our times. 

The line of this Grefactus namely fifty two Kings,held theKingdom 
of Egypt after him for the fpace of a thoufand and forty years,of whom 
chere is nothing worthy of memory extant, 

Bufiris raigned afterwards in Egypt, and eight of his fucceffors, the 
Jaftof whom, named alfo Bufirss, built a great City, which the Ezyp- 1. cry of 
sians called the City ofthe Sun, and the Greeks Thebes, whereof of Mesh, ob 
Walls contained about nine leagues in circuit; In ithe ereéted many Zhebes, nine 
great Edifices and fumptuous Temples to the Gods,moft gorgioufly ress in 
and beutifully adorned;and caufed the houfes of private and particular 
perfons to be framed of four or five ftories height, rendring the faid 
City the goodlieft and richeft,not only of Egypt,but of all others in the 
univerfal world. 

- Of this City, renowned over all for the eee power and ex-’ | 
cellency thereof, the Poet Homer fpeaks, when he faith, that Thebes of a Miao ’ 
Egypt isa City full of eoodly buildings, having an hundred Gates, and bes, 
two hundred men atarms, gallantly mounted on Horfes and Chari- 
ots at each of them for the defence ofthe City, Thereare fome not- 
withftanding which maintain, that this City had not an hundred 
Gates, buta great number, befides the ftately portals of Temples, 
and that therefore they were {aid to be anhundred, namely many 
Gates. 

Out of this City anciently went twenty thoufand Chariots to the 
Wars; and along the River, between Memphis and Thebes towards 
Libia, were an hundred ftables, in each of the which above two hun- 
dred horfes could ftand,the ruines and figns whereof are at this day to 
be feen. 

We have heard, that not only this King Bafirss, but many alfo of 
thofe which raigned after him, did wonderfully adorn this City with 
many rich and {umptuous ornaments, and beutified it with fundry ee 
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gus wrote the Hiftory of Egypr)are therein of our opinion, 
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of Gold, Silver, Copper, and Ivory ; as alfo with ftatues, like unto — 
Colloffees and Obolifques, made of one only ftone : So as it | 

as moft certain, that there hath not been a City under the Sun adorned 
and inriched like that. For of four Temples that were built there of 
a marvellous beauty and greatnefs, one, which was the moft an- 
cient, contained almoft a league in circuit ; and the Wall of it 
was an hundred and twelve fadome and an half high, and four 
broad. 

They fay moreover, that the riches of the ornaments was correfpon- 
dent to the magnificence of this fo great a Temple, although the work-_ 
manfhip thereof, and charge of making it was more then wonderful. 
This building hath continued until ourtime , butthe Gold, Silver, 
Copper, and thofe ftately Statues were carried away by the Perfians, 
at {uch time as Cambifes burntthe Temples of Egypt. And they car- 
ried away not only the chiefeft ornaments of things out of Egypt into 
Afia, butthe very Artifans themfelves, with whofe Art and workman- 
fhip they built their magnificent Palaces, as well in gee a as in 
Sua, and Media. Theabundance of Gold and Silver, that was in 
Egypt,was fo great,as that little Gold, which ran out of the fire whereby 
all things were confumed there, was found, upon the weighing of it, to 
amount unto three hundred talents, and the Silver unto two thoufand 
and three hundred. 


An incident of K tng Simandius his Sepulcher. 


Tp He: Sepulchers of the ancient Kings of Egypt were made with 
é fuch wonderful Art, as their fucceffors could not make the 
like, The Priefts of Egypt relate, how they find in their facred books, 
that there were feven and forty fepulchers of their Kings ; of whichin 
thetime of Ptolomeus Lagus were but feventeen remaining,and of thofe, 
part were {poiled and confumed when as we went into Egypt in the 
hundred twenty and four Olimpiad. Which things are not only deli- 


vered by the Egyptian Priefts, but alfo many Grecks, and among ft 


them Hecateus (who coming to Thebes in the time of Prolomeus La. 
And efpe- 
cially the {aid Hecatews, declaring in particular the manner and order 
of the firft Sepulchers ofthe Kings, (wherein it is faid that the Concu- 
bines of Fupiter were interred) writeth, that the Sepulcher of Simm- 
dius contained aboved half a league abour; at the entrance whereof 
was a Gate made of Porphiry, four hundred and eighty foot long, and 
fix hundred feventy and two foot high ; next unto which was a fquare 
Gallery of ftone five hundred and forty foot every way: Init on the 
top of the pillars were baftions after the antique fathion all of one ftone 
four and forty foot high, and the covering was all of ftones ten foot 
broad, inriched witha number of Azure ftars: Forth right was ano- 
ther Gate like to the former, but fuller of work and {culpture, where 
were three great Statues of one only ftone a piece; the workmanthip of 
Memnons the one of them, reprefenting the King fitting, furpaffed in 
bignefs all the Statues of E aypt, for the meafure of his toot was almot 


twelve 
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twelve foot, the other two were lefs,reaching but to his knee, the one 
feton his right hand and the other on his left, forhis mother, and his 
daughter. ‘This work was wonderftil,not only for the greatnefs of it, 
but tor the Art that was obferved init, as alfo for the excellency of the 
ftone,wheréin,as huge as it was,there was not fo much as a brack, or any 
blemifh. Upon is was writren, 


Simandius King of Kings Am I. The Epitaph 
i Gf th d ae Of Stmandins. 

Now if that any one defires to know, 

Or-more of me,or where tis I do'lie;- 

Lethim then ftrive my high deeds to-outgo. 


Atthe faidfecond Gate there was'moreover an Image of his mo- 
ther of! one only ‘ftone) thirty foot high, havingupon her head three 
Crowns, in’ fign that the “was the daughter, wife, aud mother ofa 
King. : O OIG 219¥i 4 

Neer to that Gate was'another Gallety more magnificent then the 
former, in regard of the variety of thefculptures, where was ingraven 
the war, which King Simandiws, with four hundred thoufand foot, 
and twenty thoufand horfe;- made uponthe Bactrians, who were then 
under the obedience of his fons, ‘that were up'in rebellion againft him ; 
and this portraiture was divided into four parts, according to the order 
of his Army. The firft "Wall contained the fiege of the Batrians Ci- 
ty, onthat fide where the River beats upon it, and the manner how 
the King, ‘fighting againft fome of his‘enemies, did'with the ‘affiftance 
of a Lion put them to flight» Some‘Hiftorians hold this to be a true 
ftory, and that the King’in his victories ufed the help of a Lion, brought 
uptame by him: Others:fay, that in regard of the great corporal force 
which a Lion hath, the’ King would’by'the ‘refemblance of that -beaft 
fignifie the ftrength and vertue of his body and courage,” ~On' the’ fe- ° 
cond Wall was ingraven'the'prifoners; whichthe King had taken, de- 
{cribed without hands, and without privy memibers, as a note of infa- 
my on them for‘ their cowardly hearts, and feeble bodies. On the 
third Wall were thefacrifices and tryumphs of the King, upon the 
fubduing of his enemies, moft excellently ingraven and painted!’ In 
the middle of the Cloifter were two huge Statues of one only ftone 
forty foot high, upon the which the three paffages into the Cloif- 
teropened. Neer to thofe Statues was as it were a Court-houfe 
bornup on pillars, four hundred and eighty foot {quare; and in it 
were many figures of wood, which reprefented both thofe that pleaded, 
and thofe that looked upon the Judges pronouncing fentenée ; thofe 
Judges, to the number of thirty, were ingraven ona part of the Wall, 
and inthe midft of them the Prefident, about whofe neck hung the 
picture oftruth, having his eyes half fhut, and about him a great heap 
of books : By thefe Images were fignified, that Judges ought'to be 
upright and uncorrupt, and that the Prefident ought to have regard to 
nothing butthe truth. Then was there aGallery full of rooms, and 
inthem many kind of delicate meats ready dreft, Laftly, high above 
all the reft was the picture of King Simandius painted with divers co- 
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'  Jours,, offering to God the Gold.and Silver which he had. drawn year 
by year outof his+Gold and sSilver Mynes, whereof the whole fum 
th rhage! was infctibed there, amounting in all unto thirty and two thoufand 
'  millions.of Crowns.;. sg77S1do. 2h | - 

~ Nextafter was the facred Library,at the entrance whereinto this was 
written, The Medicine of the Mind. Inthis Library were the Images 
of all the Gods of Egypt,and that of King Simandiys offering fuch obla- 
tions to each of them as were belonging to them, fhewing that Ofi77s, 
and his fucceffors had contributed. very much to the inftruction of the 
people, as well by the reverence which they bore tothe Gods, as for 
the juftice which they exercifed amongft men... Adjoyning to this Li- 
brary was a very fair room,, and in it twenty beds, to eat upon, richly 
furnithed, .and dedicated to. Fupiter and Frve,as alfo the Statue and 
Image of the King, where his body. was {een'to-lie interred... Round: 
about this fame were many Tabernacles painted all over with the re- 
femblances of thofe beafts which were proper for the facrifices of the. . 
Egyptians, all of them afcending towards the fepulcher. The Tomb 
eS of -wasinvironed with a Circle of Gold, that was three hundred three- 
bits abour,and {core and five cubits about, and afoot and an halfthick; in it were 
iran an defcribed from cubitto cubit,the-three hundred threelcore and five 
ick, days, ofthe year, the courfe of the Stars, and what they fignified ac- 
cording to the obfervation of the Egyptian Aftrologers 5 but this Cir- 

cle of Gold, fay they, was carried away atfuchyine as Cambifes and 

the Pexfians pofleffed the dominion of EgyptsThis motumentof Siman- 

dius, was notonly more fumptuous; but alfo more manificent, and of a 


The fepulcure 
of Simandins, 


more.excellent workmanfhip,then all the reft, | 
‘Now the Thebans do publickly. vaunt, that they are more anciently 
The | Egyptian cher.all others, that Philofophy and Aftrology- was firft: invented by 
nincerere iat them,:and that the fcituation of their Country hath greatly helped 
phy & Aftro- them-for.the underftanding.of the motion of the, Stars. in their, fetting 
logy. and rifings, and therefore they meafure, the'days, not by the Moon, 
but by she Sun, making the month, of thirty, days, and) fo: they: per- 
fe& the whole icourfe of the year, by adding’ five: days and a 
quarter-to the twelve months, without -interpoiing: ‘intercalair 
months, and fubftraéting days, as fome of the Greeks do... | They have 
fo, diligently fought, out the defects and, Eclipfesiof the Sun and 
Moon, that thereby ‘they have. firft of all prognofticated things: ta 


COM€e - pia Le 
A continuation of the Hiftary. 
Ogi, _—- Ling, gdus, furnamed, Uchareus, defcending. from this Simandins, 
Memphss built built Memphis, containing in circuit about ten leagues, the faireft 


by ogdme ‘and chiefeft City of all Zgypr,fcituated in the moft opportune and.con- 


venient place of all the Country, there whereas Nilws, divided into 
many parts, makes the form of the letter De/ta; fo thar being as it 
were inclofed by theRiver itopens or fhuts the paffage to them that 
would failupward. Itis avery ftrong City, and well feated; for 
agaimft-Nilus, which runs along by it, there are on the South fide very 

: high 
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high and great banks, which ferve both for a defence againft the inun- 
dation of the water, as for a rampart againft any enemy that would at- 
tempt it on the lands fide: on all the other fides there is a great and 
deep Lake, which being filled by the rifing of the River, that enters 
into it on all parts of the City, except where the banks are, it renders 
itvery ftrong, and well fortified. So good and commodious a feat 
then did the tounder of this City chufe, as the other Kings his fuccef- 
fors, leaving Thebes, built Palaces and houfes in its; wherefore from 
thence-forward the magnificence of Thebes decreafed , and that of 


45 


Memphis incrcafed, until the time of Alexander of Macedon, who built 4“**04"* 


a City after his own name neer to the fea ; which all the Kings of 
Egypt ever fince have labored to augment, fome of them inriching it 
with many goodly things,and with many oblations offered to the Gods, 
fo that it is accounted for the firft or fecond of all the world : Butwe 
will {peak of it hereafter apart, 

Atter that Ogdus then, the founder of Memphis, had caufed that 
bank and lake to be finifhed,he built a Palace, nothing inferior to thofe 
which fince have been elfewhere made, but for all thatno way equal 
tothofe, for magnificence and ornament, which had been ereéted by 
the former Kings his predeceffors. For indeed the Egyptians have ne- 
ver made any account of the prefent life, but contrarily have greatl 
efteemed the glory of the future, which cannot be acquired but by ver- 
tue: And they call our houfes Inns; as a place where we cannot long 
remain, and the fepulchers of the dead, everlafting habitations, be- 
caufe the abiding in hell is infinite ; Wherefore they contemn the great 
curiofity in building of houfes, and place all their care and ftudy on the 
i re of fepulchers, 

Some will have it, that the City of Memphis was fo named by the 
founder thereof from the name of his daughter, and have fabuloufly 
invented, that Ni/ws became inamoured of her, that in the fhape of a 
Bull he forced her, that he had afon by her, whom the inha itants, 


for bis great vertue, called Egyptws, and that from him the COUntry pyre, 


was fo named : Moreover,that coming to raign he was mott gracious, 
juft,and in all things excellent; fo that his vertue,and goodnefs towards 
every one, being generally known and applauded, he had the honor to 
be in that manner called Egyptus. 


A long time after the decreafe of this King Egyptus, Miris, the mirh. 


twelfth of his fucceeding race, held the Kingdom of Egypt, and built 
in Memphis the Porch, which is onthe North-fide, a work furpaffing 
all others ; and a little more then fix leagues above the C ity he caufed 
a lake to be made, wonderfully commodious and of incredible bignefs; 
for it contained an hundred twenty five leagues in circuit; and the 
depth of it was in fome places fifty fadom: So that who will regard 
the greatnefs of the Work, and the infinite good which redounded to 
the Egyptians thereby, as.alfo the wifdom and prudence of the King, 
_ he cannot be praifed according to his merits. For whereas the rifing 
and increafe of Nilws is. uncertain, and that according thereunto the 
land produceth greater, or leffer ftore of fruit, he caufed this Lake to 
be made, as a receptacle for the water of the faid increafe, to the re 
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I shat when it rofe too high, and that the waters ftayed longer there then 
iy. was needful, it might keep the Country of Zeypt. from becoming un- 
| | profitable by over much mud, and alfo that it might fupply the defect 

of the water when itchanced to fail, for the better prefervation of their 
! and fruit. He caufed a trench, above five leagues in length, and 
Vi feed forty fadom broad, to be digged trom the River of Nilas to the 
bil faid Lake, in which the water of the faid River being received and kept, 

! might bring great commodity to the husbandmen, by fometimes open- _ 
ing, and fometimes: fhutting the fluce of the faid trench, according to. 
the increafe of the water ; which was not done -but with a very great - 
charge, for to open or fhut the faid trench cofts fifty talents vat a 
time. This Lake tothe infinite benefit of the Egyptrams continues 
‘I in its .intire even to this day, retaining the name of its founder 
it Miris. 

Pil This King Miris the twelfth after Egyptws, when he caufed the faid 
rece te trench to be digged, left in the midft of it an high place, where he 
of tia, built his fepulcher, and erected there two. Pyramides, fifty and two » 
: Hi fadom high, the one for himfelf, and the other for his wife, and on them 
ih caufed two ftatues of ftone to be placed, feated ina throne; thinking 
i] by fuch works to renderthe memory of his vertuous deeds immortal. 
| He gave the revenue of the fith, which was takenin that Lake, to his 

wife, as well for fweet ointments and perfumes, as for other things ne- 
ceffary for the adoring of her perfons which revenue amounted to a 

talent of filver every day. And it is {aid, that there are two and twen- 

ty feveral kinds of fithes in that Lake,whereofit produceth fo great a 

quantity,as it abundantly ferveth all the ftrangers that come thither to 

{alt it,although the number of them be very great. 

Sefotris, the feventh of the race of this Miris, coming to be King, — 
furpaffed all his anceftors in glory, and excellent deeds ; now becaufe 
not only the Greeks that have written of him, but alfo the Egyptian 
Priefts, and they who chaunt out his praifes, do notagree well toge- 
ther, we will only deliver that of him which is likely to be true, both 
for their concurrence in opinion,and for the marksiyet remaining there- 
of. . After the birth then of this Sefoftris, his father performed a com- 
mendable aét, and worthy of a King, for affembling together out of 
all Egypt the children, which were born on the fame day as his fon was, 
he caufed them allto be brought up and taught the fame good difci- 
plines and exercifes with him,thinking that by being thus educated and 
inftructed together, their love to one another would be the greater ; 

a Theexcelient 294 thatthey might be the more hardy and fitting for the Wars, he ih- 
Hf education of a ured them to continuallabor and pains taking, for not one of them 

? | Kings fone was permitted to eat a bit of meat till he had run eleven leagues, or 
ful more; by whiche xercife he became a ftrong and lufty man of body, 
ie and couragious and ftout of heart. 

bil Firft of all then Sefoftris, being fent into Arabia with an Army of 

it fuch as had been brought up with him, and that had been always ex- 
il ercifed in hunting, and ufed to-fuffer hunger and thirft, reduced un- 
y der-his obedience that whole Nation, which before had ever been 

| free, and unaccuftomed to fubjection. Pafling afterwards into Libia; 
a 


he 
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he fubdued the moft part of it, being yer a very youth. ‘Now com- 
ing, after the deceafe of his father, to fucceed him in the Kingdom of sefitrs the 
Egypt, he was carried by the thought of what he had already atchieved &"¢*" 
to afpire unto the;making of himfelf King of all the World :° How- 
beit there are fome which fay, that hewas exhorted thereunto by his 
daughter Arhirtia, whofull of underftanding and prudence remon- 
{trated unto her father, that he might eafily with fuch an Army com- 
mand over all menliving. . Others affirm, that fhe being expert in 
the Art of Divination knew all future things, as well by the courfe of 
the Celeftial figns, 4s by {acrifices. Many others maintain, that 
Vulcan, after the birth of Sefoftris, appeared to his Father, ‘foretelling 
him,that his fon fhould be Lord of all the Earth, and how that was the 
reafon why his father caufed him to be educated in that manner béfore- 
mentioned with his Contemporaries, and accuftomed to Royal things, 
to the end he might be the more worthy of poffeffing the univerfal Mo- 
narchy ; and that Sefofiris coming to be aman, and underftanding the 
prediction of the God, with an invincible courage raifed a mighty Ar- 
my forthatpurpofe, But firftof all, that he might the more eafil 
bring his defign to pafs, he gained the love and goodwill of all the 
Egyptians, as well thereby to induce the men of War to undergo the 
danger of death under the conduét of their Leaders and Commanders, 
as to keep thofe which he left in Egypt from plotting and attém ptin 
ought againftnim : And to that end he labored'to win them by be- 
nefits, giving to fome mony, to fome lands and poffeffions, remitting 
unto others the penalties they had incurred, obliging both the one ‘and 
the other unto him by hiseffability, courtefie and good words, letting 
many go unpunifhed for the offences they had commitred againft his 
Royal Perfon and Dignity; ‘and difcharging. all the debts of thofe 
which had borrowed mony of others, the number of whom was inf- 
nite. Moreover, this King Sefoftris divided all Egypt into thirty and 
fix Provinces (which were called Provoftthips) eftablifhing in‘gach 
of them a Pretor, as well to receive the Kings mony and tributes, as 
to look diligently unto all things that were requifite and profitable for 
every of thofe Provinces, - After this, he made choice of the ableft 
and ftrongeft men of all the Land to ferve under him for foldiers in his 
Army, tothe end he might by their affiftance the better accomplifh 
that which he had determinéd-and undertaken. And this Army Of six-hundred 
his confifted of fix hundred thoufand foot, twenty four thoufand wie 
horfe,and twenty eight thoufand fighting Chariots 5 over all the which 240% "ot" 
he eftablithed for Commanders the moft part of them that fad been «iors. 
brought up with him, men (as is before faid) exercifed for War, and 
from their childhood addi@ed to vertue, in number above feventeen 
hundred, and that bore a mutual and brotherly affection to the King, 
who on the other fide had beftowed fertile Lands and poffeffions on 
them, to the erd,that being furnifhed with all things neceffary, they 
might without fear of want apply themfelves the more freely to their 
imploymentinthe Wars. — 

Things being thus ordained and prepared for his enterprife, he firft 
of all affailed the moft Southerly Erhsopians, and having gta te 

them 
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them in battel he conftrained them to pay him tribute of Ebony, Gold, 
and Elephants teeth. Afterwards he fent his fleet, confifting of four 
hundred fhips, into the Red Sea ; and he was the firft that found out 
the ufe of Galleys, and that reduced under his obedience all the Iflands 
of that pnt and all the fea coaft even to the Indiaes. In like 
manner he fubdued all 4/ia with his land Army, not only the people 
which were afterwards {armounted by Alexander, but other Nations 
alfo.unto whom Alexander never approached ; for he paffed the River 
of Ganges, running over all the Land of the Medes to the great Ocean 
Sea, and went beyond the Country of the Scythians even to the River 
Tanais,which feparates Afia from Earope, where leaving many Egyp- 
tiansy neer the Lake Maotis, he gave beginning to the people of Col- 
chos : The conjecture which they make of this Colonies defcending 
from the Egyptians, is drawn from their childrens being circumeifed 
after the manner of thofe of Egypt, for they obferve that ancient cu- 
ftom of theirs, as alfothe Fews do, He compelled the remainder of 
all Afia to yield him obedience, and conquered the moft part of the 
Iflands of the Ciclades ; from whence marching into Europe, and paf- 
fing through the Country of Thrace,he was in great danger of lofing his 
Army, as well for want of victuals,as for the difficulty and roughnefs 
of paflages. But putting an end to his expedition in Thrace, he caufed 
divers pillars to be erected in the Countryes which he had conquered, 
whereon was written in Egyptian letters, called Hieroglifiques, this 
enfuing. | 


The K. ing of Kings, Sefoftris, did this Land, 
By force of Arms {ubj ect to bis command. 


Moreover,in thofe Countries by him fubdued, which had carried 
themfelves manfully and valiantly againft him, he caufed on pillars 
there ereéted the privy members of a man to be ingraven,and on others 
inthofe which had behaved themfelves bafely and cowardly, the pri- 
vy partsofa woman; giving thereby to underftand the nature of the 
people which he had vanquifhed. In fome places he caufed his ftatue 
in ftone, according to the age he was then of, to be fet up, holding 
a bow and arrow above four cubits long. When as then he had fhewed 
himfelf moft gracious to all his fubjeéts, and after nine years fully ac- 
complifhed had quite abandoned the further thought of arms, he or- 
dained to every Nation, which he had fubdued, what tributes and 
ptefents they fhould yearly bring him into Egypt, whither returning 
withall the prifoners he had taken (whereof the number was infinite) 
and the'pillage of Kingdoms he had conquered, he became fart more 
renowned for his fo many high and glorious atchievements then all 
the moft famous Princes his Predeceffors. Not long after he beautified 
and adorned all the Temples of the Gods of Egypt with the chiefeft and 
moft precious fpoils of his enemies ; and rewarded his foldiers,that had 
ferved him well inhis Wars, according to every oncs merit; nor were 
they alone inriched by this expedition, but all theCountry of Egypt like- 
wife flourithed exceedingly with the great abundance whichit had of 
all things, : Sefo- 
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Sefofivss having inthis manner given a period to his Wars » beftow- 
ed omhis Commanders, whofe magnanimity was wellknown to him, 
allithe Countries which he had, conquered: and demanding: nothing 
for himfelf but.perpetual glory, he caufed many fair and ftately works 
to be made of an infinite expence, acquiring immortal praife to him- 
felf thereby, andaflured fecurity to the Egyptians for the future: And 
beginning firftanthe Gods, heicaufed a Temple to be erééted in ever 

City of Egypt to.that God which was adoved there, ufing for the build- 
ing of them, not the labor of the Egypréunssbut of thofe whom he kept 
as prifonersand flaves, caufing it to be infcribed on allthofe Temples, 
that no Egypizan was forced to work inthe making of them, It is {aid, 
thatthe Babylonian faves, being tired with the continual pains they 
took in thole works, and with the mifery they endured, fell from theit 
obedience to the King in the place where they abode neer the River of 
Nilus, and began to wage Warwith: the Egyptians 5 and finally ha- 
ving divided the Territory which they had feized upon,among ft them- 
felves; they builta City there, and called iv Babylon, after the natie 
ofthc Country ; in the fame manner, as they fay, ‘Tray was called: 
Which is atthis day ftill ftanding upomNi/ws. “For when Mendays fail 
ed from I/az into Egypt withagreat multitude of prifoners, the To- 
jans rebelling againft him fought with him fo long, tll having reco- 
vered their liberty they founded that Town, which bears'the: name ‘of 
ther Gountry, Howbeit I am notignorant, that Crefas Gnidins hath 
written otherwile of thefe Cities, faying, that they, which came inte 
Egypt with Semiramis, gave them the name of their Countries after 
they had built them. © But ‘it is hard to find the truth of thefe 
things, howfoever we have delivered that which is written 6f 
them, that they who come after us may chufe and follow’ the 
truth. | 03 101 : ad : 

This King Sefoftris alfocaufed great mounts of Earth to be raifed , 
whereupon he built certain Cities which before wete feated in low pla- 
ces, to the end thatthe men and cattle belonging to then might be {e- 
cured from the inundation of Nilws, In allthe Country reaching from 
Memphis to the Sea he caufed a great many Canals to be digged, by the 
means whereof that City might be the more abundantly furnithed with 
victuals and other things by the eafie and quick tranfportation of them 
thither; and which is.of more importance, he therewith fortified all 
the places by which the enemy might enter into Egypt, forthe greatett 
partthereot, thatbefore was facile of accefs, was by the multitude of 
the Canals made more defenfible, and harder to be invaded. He 
drew a Wall on the Eaft fide of Egypr towards Syria and. Arabia, ftom a wallofmar: 
Pelufinm to the City ofthe Sun through the Defarts, fourfcore and v-lous length. 
fourteen leaguesinlength. He caufeda fhip likewife to be made of 
Cedar, two hundred and eight cubitslong, guilded all without, and 
filvered within, whereof he made an oblation to the God that was 
chiefly adored at Thebes. Moreover,he made two {quate pillars of hard 
ftone, each of them an hundred and twenty cubits high, wherein was 
defcribed, both the greatnef$ of his Empire, and the value of his 
demains and revenue, as alfo the number of the people and’ Nations 

which 
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which he had fubdued.. He-placed alfo: in the Temple of Vulcan at 


Memphis the Statues of himfelf and his wife, each of them made oftone 
only {tone, thirty eubits high, and thofe of his children twenty cubits 
height, upon this occafion tollowing, after he had difcharged his Ar- 
my, and was not far trom Sali ii without any thought of War, and 
wholly: given.to reft, his brother, having invited him, with his wife 
and children, toa fupper, plotted againft his life, for after they were 
rifen from table, and gone to their lodging, he fet the chamber where 
they lay.on fire with dry wood, which before-hand he had prepared 
for that purpofels: now the flame beginning to appear, the Kings guard 
like men halfdrtink cryed out, and awaked the King, who holding up 
both his handsto‘Heaven, and praying tothe Gods for the faving of 
his wife and children, efcaped found and fafe from the fire, againft 
the opinion of,every one : Immediately whereupon he performed 
the vows, which he had made to the Gods, efpecially to Vulcan, as 
his chief. deliverer,, And whereas this King was famous for many 
great and noble acts by him done, this was reputed to be the moft glo- 
tious and magnificent : » That when thofe Nations which he had van- 
quifhed, together with thofe vnto whom he had given Kingdoms,and 
the Commanders which he had ordained forthe guard of Provinces, 
were come into Egypt at the time affigned them, to offer him the pre- 
fents and tributes due from, them, though in all other things he did 
them honour, yetifhe happened to go'to the ‘Temple, or went any 
where into the City, he caufed four. ofthem to beifaftened to his Cha- 
riot, in ftead of Horfes :, Shewing thereby, that-no other King or 
Commander was to be compared to him in vertue or high deeds, {ee- 
ing he had furmounted:arid overcome themall.. Verily itfeems,. that 
this King hath furpaffed all others thatever have raigned, as well in 
matters of War,as in gifts and oblation to the Gods, and in fumptu- 
oufhefs and excellency of works by him made in the Land of Egypr 

where when he had raigned thirty andthree years, his fight failing him 


The death of he imbraced adefired death. 


Sefoftris. 


Sefoftré the 
fecond. 


Now it is hard to find a name worthy of his vertues, for as he was 
aman of a moft extraordinary high courage, and admirable not only 
tothe Priefts, but to all the people of Ezyps,with the fame magnanimi- 
ty of mind, ashe had atchieved fo many glorious things, he bravely 
incountred death. And fo great and lafting hath the renown of him 
been evento pofterity, that whenthe Perfians (many ages after) held 
the Kingdom of Egypt, Darius, the father of Xerxes going about to 
fet up his Statue above that of Sefofris in the City of Memphis, the 
high Prieft publickly contradicted it, and maintained to the faid Da- 
riusy that his aéts were not yet like to thofe of Sefoftris. With 
which anfwer Darius no way? offended, but rather well pleafed 
with fo free a fpeech, faid, thathe would endeavor to be nothing 
inferiour to Sefoftris if he lived folongashe', defiring the Prieft to 
confer his age with his aéts,and how that would be to him a teftimony 
of his vertue. x =e 

After the death of Sefoftris, hisfon, taking upon him the Kingdom 
and name of his father, was in nothing an imitator of his glory and-ver- 


tue, 
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tue, but he was afflicted with the fame misfortune as his father; for 
having loft his fight, which either hapned to him by kind, or (as others 
have invented) for his impiety againft the River of Nilus, feeking to 
turn his natural courfe, he was conftrained to fly unto the Gods for 
fuccor, but notwithftanding that fora long time together he made ma- 
ny facrifices unto them, yet was he not heard nor affifted till at the tenth 
years end, he received this anfwer,that he fhould firtt appeafe the God 
that was adored in the City of Heltopohs, and then prefent himfelf be- 
fore a woman that had never had to doe with any man but her hut 
band ; whereupon he began with his own wife, and having made try- 
al of I know not how many, he could find none that was honeft, but 
only one Gardiners wife, whom upon recovery of his fight he married 
and caufed all the others to be burnt alive ina Town of Egypt, which 
they of the Country afterwards called the facred heap of Earth: Then 
rendring thanks.to the God of Heliopohs, according to the command of 
the Oracle, he erected two pillars there of one only ftone a piece,cight 
cubits broad, andan hundred high. 

Afterthis King Sefo/trés the fecond, many raigned in Egypt, with- 
out performing any thing worthy of memory, unto a King, named 
Amajis, who ruled with more violence then any of thé former; for he 
punifhed and tormented many of his fubjeéts without caufe; others he 
deprived of their goods and fortunes; and to all he was proud and in- 
tolerable. This cruelty was endured and diffembled (becaufe there 
was no means of revenge) till that Aéfifanes, King of Ethiopia, came 
down into Egypt againft him, and then was the hidden hatred to Ama- 
fis difcovered, himfelf made a prifoner, and his whole Kingdom (by 
the revolt of the moft part of his fubjeéts) reduced under the obedtence 
of the Ethiopians and Adifanes, who ufing his fortune moderately go- es 
verned the Egyptians with great equity and juftice ; reprefling theft by pa eoaerta 
anew manner of way, without putting the malefaétors to death, ox Egypt, 
letting them go unpunifhed , for having appointed a day of judgment 
forthem, and affembled them all together in one place, he mildly y,. punifhing 
condemned them to have their nofes cutoff, and to be banithed to the of theeves. 
uttermoft parts of the Defart, and there caufed a City to be built for 
them, named Rignocolura from their cut nofes, which being feated on 
the confines of Egypt and Arabia, is in want of all the commodities fer- 
ving to mans life; for all the region aboutit is falt, and within the in- 

clofure of the Walls of the City was but one Welland that fo brackith 
as it was utterly unprofitable: But he confined them to that place, to 
the end their neighbors fhould not be corrupted with their bad man- 
ners, nor their injuries to others be unknown ; and that being redu- 
ced into a neceffity of all things in fuch a Defart Country they fhould 
be conftrained tofeeck out fome means to live. Théle exiles then 
cleaving certain caves in two,which they found in the ad joyning fields, 
made nets of them, and fet them up for a great {pace all along the 
~ Sea fhoar, whereby they found means to live by feeding on the quails 
which they took,whereof great ftore flocks thither continually to prey 
. upon the fith there, 
This Ethiopian King being dead, the Egyptians after they had ig 
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vered their liberty, created one amongft them , named Miris 


‘King, whom fome furname Maro, aman altogether unfit for War; 


who made afepulcher for himfelf, called the Labyrinth, certainly a 
very marvellous thing, and is hard to be imitated, not fo much for 
the greatnefS, as for the cunning of the work; for they that enter 
intoit, cannot come out of it again, unlefs they have a guide that 
kriows the way exceeding well : Some fay that Dedaluss going into 
Egypt, admiring the Art of this ftructure, made one like unto it 
for King Ménos then raigning in Candie; wherein it is fabuloufly faid; 
that the Minotawre was incloled , butthe Labyrinth of Candie, is not 
found now, being ruined either by men, or time; whereas that of 
Egypt hath continued intire even to this day. After the death of the 
Gid Miris, and of thofe that fucceeded him to the fifth generation, 
Egy pt then being without a King; they eleéted thereunto one of the 
worthieft and moft vertuous perfons amongft them, whom the Egyp- 


cetes, ot Pr gians called Cetés, and the Greeks Protheus, and he raigned in the 


thet. 


A covetous 
King. ° 


chemmis. 


time of the War of Troy. This Prince, as they fay; was skilful in di- 
vers Arts and Sciences, and ufed to transform himfelf into many feve- 
ral fhapes; fo that he feemed {omtimes to be a beaft, fomtimesa tree, 
and then again a fire, or other fuch like thing,as the Priefts themfelves 
do report of him who add further, that Protheus attained the know- 
ledg of thefe things by his continual converfation with the Priefts and 
Aftrologers. But the cuftom which the Kings of Egypt then ufed; 


save the Gréeks occafion to feign thefe transfotmations , for they or- 
dinarily wore on their heads, in fignof principality, the forepart of a 
Lion, of aBull, or ofa Dragon; fometimes atreé, a fite, or {weet 
odours, which ferved not only for an ornament tinto them, but ftruck 
akind of dread alfo, and fuperftition irito thofe that beheldthem. To 
Protheus, after his death fucceeded his fon; who imployed all the time 
of his life in nothing but gathering together, and heaping up treafures, 
by raifing his revenue, and many other indirect ways: He was a 
man of fo bafe and narrow a mind, that all his affe€tion was fet on co- 
vetoufnels, never doing any good, either tothe Gods, orto his fub- 
jets ; fo that not like a King, butlikea griping mifer; he left behind 
him after his death, forall his glory, more Gold and Silver then all 
his predeceffors,amounting in all to forty thoufand talents. This too 
avaricious King had feven fucceffors, fo much given to their plea- 
fures, that the holy books contain nothing worthy of memory done 
by them, except it were one of them called Nileus , from whom 
the River, which before was called Egyptus, was named Ns- 
lus, becaufe he rendred it fo commodious for the inhabitants by 
the many Canals that he made in divers neceflary and opportune 
LACES ta 
: Chemmis , the eight after Protheus, raigned fifty yearsin the Ci- 
ty of Memphis, and there ereéted the greateft of the three Pyramides, 
which are reckoned amongft the Wonders of the World. Thefe Pi- 
gamides are diftant from Memphis on Libia fide, feven leagues. and an 
half, and about three from Nélws, which both forthe Art and work- 
manfhip, are wonderful to thofe that behold them. The greateft of 


them 
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them is four {quare, each of the fides whereof is ah hundred and four- 
{core fadom at thebottom, and two hundred and forty. high: Each 
fide on the top is fixteen fadom,diminithing by little and little upto the 
point. The whole ftructure is made of a certain hard ftone, and very 
lafting, for that Pyramide hath continued intire until now, for the 
{pace of almoft athoufand years, and as others fay above three thou: 
{and and four hundred 5 the ftones thereof were brought from 4ra- 
bia, a mighty way thence. This Pyramide was carried up with 
mounts of Earth, for at that time they had not the knowledg of 
making {caffolds, and engines proper to do it withall. Certainly 
itwas.a marvellous work, efpecially in afandy ground, where there 
is no fign of any mount, or hewing of ftone » fo that this huge 
fabrick feems tg: be the work-of Gods, and not of men: Where. 
fore the Egyptians have devifed: many ftrange things thereupon, fay: 
ing, ‘that thofe mounts were made of Salt and Saltpeter; which Three hune 
being: afterwards liquefied by the inundation of Nilws, wholly diés dred threes 
cayed of themf{clves without any Jabot ofiman’: Butfach an Oped cre shoe 
mon is very far from the truth; for thofe mounts were made; and wrought cons 
unmade, by the force and Jabor of men, whoxto the number oftinually, for 
three hundred and threefcore thoufand wrought’ continually , Avene 
the {pace of twenty..years in: the building of this’ huge Pyrasin the build: 
mide. | 9 nod Pant bomrinn ii He6 OF one 
After the deceafe of Chemmis, his brother Gephus took upon Hidpcepbansy che 
the Kingdom, and raigned fifty: and fix years’ forte affirm;> thar? 
not his. brother, but his fon named Chabreus, fucceededhim, which’ 
is moft probable, becaufe his fucceffory in imitation of his predecef-i 
for, erected the fecond Pyramideslike to the firft both in fru@ure Ind The fecond 
Art, but not altogether fo great, for each of the fides are not above/Pyrami, 
an hundred and forty fadom actherbottom: |) All the. mony; that was 
{pent, about the building:of the'firft Pyramide, in. Herbs and Oni. pce eg 
ons only (for the workmen did eat nothing elfe) amounted to :dbove in ine build. 
fixteen hundred :talents. 5 the expence of the reft isnot found in weiz ine iS the 
ting, neither is there ‘any entrance into them, but only ‘on one fide: Be iscaatea, 
None: of the Kings,‘ that:erected: thofe Pyramides for’ their fepul-unto 1660 ta- 
chers, !were. buried in them, «for the people were fo incerifed both bys 
the great pains and labor they indured in making thofe works, ‘and by 
the tyranny-and cruelty whichithe Kings ufed towards them}, as ithey 
either tore their bodies in pieces; orcaft them out of their monuments 3 
fo ,that;fome of them!:commanded: their domettical feryants to hide 
their: bodies .after their death in\fome vile and ob{cure place, to the 
cnd they-might by that means ayoyd the fury and infolency::of the 
peoples: | : RII lil Olmt NS yIRSg TG A 

To King Chabreus fucceeded Micerinus, whom fome have Called ap: tye 
Cherimus, the fon alfo. of Chemmis, that built the firft Pyramide: ; 
This: Micerinus, prevented by death, did not finith the third Pyra- The third Py- 
mide by-him begun; which contained an ‘hundred and twenty fadomi "mide, 
atthe bottom, andthe Wall of it, for four fadom high,or thereabout; 
was of black:ftone, like to that of Thebes, therreft of the fame {tone 
as the othet Pyramides; but this fame was as well for the greatnefs , 
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as fot the workmanfhip, and coft of the materials, inferior to the 
reft. There was on the North-fide of itinfcribed the name of the 
Author Micerimus , who abhorring the inhumanity of the former 
Kings was very gentle and loving to his fubjects, and moft willingly 
did all things which hethought would gain the good-will of every one; 
making little account of mony, and beftowing gifts on thofe which’ 
had well and rightly judged. There are three other Pyramides , 
containing fourfcore fadom on every fide, which are in ftruéture and 
workmanthip (fave only in greatnefs) like ‘unto the other precedent 
three, and thefe, they fay,were made by thofe three laft Kings forthe 
Cepulchers of their wives; furpaffing not only in ftructure, and irtcoft, . 
ali the other works of Egypt, but alfo.in the excellency of the Artis — 
fans, whofe architeétute and workmanship is fo marvellous, that it is 
preferred before the charge the Kings were at in building them ; for 
they imployed the graces of their wit and underftanding in the ere- 
&ion of them, and the Kings only the mony and labor of others. 
But itis certainly found,either by the inhabitants of the Country, or in 
writing,who were the Authors of thefe threePyramides;fome hold that . 
they were the three Kings aforefaid, fome name others ; as of the grea- 
teft, Armeus 5 of the fecond Amafis ; and Mafus of the third ; of which 
notwithftanding others have delivered, that it was the fepulcher of a 
Curtifansname Re Bees had been erected at the common charge 
of certain Princes her Lovers. I | 

Next of all Bocchorus, aman of a ftrong and able body, and excel- 
Bucher. ing others in vivacity of fpirit, held the Kingdom of Egypt:-A long 
time after him, an Ethiopian called Sabbachus was King thereof, who 
ae the was more commended for his reverence and liberality to the-Gods , 
pits, shen, all his anceftoys ; the great fign of his vertue was his integrity 

and. the profitable punifhment ( which for the prefervation. of the 
Laws) he infliéted on malefactors s for thofe that were condemned to 

lofe theix heads he would not put to death, buthe compelled them to 

work in the City with irons on their legs, from whence he drew 2 great 
revenue: for by fuch fervants he got agreat deal of mony, and: with 

their labortaifed many banks, and made many Canals in places whete 

need was 5 thereby qualifying the rigor of the punifhment, and .con- 
verting thar unprofitable rigor to avery great commodity. «(This fin- 

gular piety of this King; ‘and his good and vertuous life,mayeafily be 
difcerned by.adream which happened to him inthis manner:The God 

that is adored at Thebes appeared to him in his fleep,. advertifing him 
that his raign over the Egyptians would not be formate, nor lafting, if 

he did. not put all the Priefts of Egypt to death; now becanfe this vi- 

fion appeared often unto him, he caufed them to be affembled from all 

parts before him, and after he had recounted his dream unto them, he 

told them,that he would not, whilft he wasin Egypt, be the caufe of 

the death and deftruction of any man, but would depart the Coun- 

try, nay dye, rather then be a King polluted with cruelty and mur- 

ther. Anthis fort he déftthe Kingdom to the Zgyptsams, and return- 

ed into Exhiopia, by which means Egypt was two years without a 
King ; whereupon {uch troubles arofe, asthey fellinto a Civil War. 
: | Fic 


Sete cae eM Me eS a ; m : ; ot als —— 


Book IT, Diodorus Siculus. - 


Finally the charge and adminiftration of the Kingdom was committed 
unto twelve of the principal amongft them. who refiding in the City 
of Memphis, ruled the State with onecommon accord and councel ; 
After they had lived fifteen years together thus, they refolved to make 
one common fepulcher for them all, tothe end that as during their 
life they had with one and the fame confent and honor governed Egypr, 
fo they might after their death have the glory to be all buried in one 
and the fame fepulcher ; andin the effect thereof they indeavored to 
furpafs the works of all the precedent Kings, for which end they made 
choice of the water that defcends by the Lzbzaz Lake into that of Mirs, 
and built afepulcher of very fair {tone four {quare, an hundred and 
four fadom long on every fide, no way inferior for fculpture and Art 
to any formerly made : Within the circuit of this fepulcher was a 
houfe adorned on each fide with four columns ; whereof the covering 
was of oneintite ftone, and beautified with many goodly pictures, 
where with great Art was painted the refemblances of the Kings, of 
the Temples, and of the facred things of Egypt. This huge ftructure 
was begun with fuch exceeding coft and magnificence, asif it had been 
finifhed before the diffenfion of thefe Governors, it would have fur- 
mounted in excellency of workmanthip the other fepulchers of Egypt. 
But not long after they had ruled fifteen years together, the Kingdom 
was reduced under the command of one alone,by this means, Pfammi- 
ticus Saites, one of the twelve, to whom befel the Government of the 
Maritime Country; having laid many great impofts on the Ports and 
Towns of trade, efpecially of Phentcta and Greece, and thereby had 
gotten together a mighty mafs of mony, he labored to gain the amity 
of divers people and-Princes, with his liberality towards them ; where- 
at the others being offended made War upon him, There are thofe 
which have fabuloufly delivered out of fome ancierft Writers, how 
thefe twelve Governors had received an anfwer from the Oracle, that 
the irft of them whichthould: offer Wine in facrifice to the God Vul- 
canin his Temple at Memphis out of a violl of brafs, fhould be Lord 
overall Egypt, and that the Prieft having by chance brought out of the 
Temple bureleven viols of Gold for the Governors to facrifice with, 
whereas there fhould have been twelve, and Pfammaticus alone want- 
ing one, he took his helmet of brafs from off his head, and made ufe 
of it in ftead of a viol.to facrifice to the God ; whereupon the reft,call- 
ing to remembrance what had been foretold them, thought at firft to 
put him to death, ‘butthen'confidering with themfelves thatit had been 
done without premeditation and accidentally by him,they only banith- 
ed him into the fens, that areneer to thefea; howfoever corfined he 
was thither, “either for that caufe, or out of their envy to-him for his 
xiches and’alliances. “But Pfammaticus, having raifed an Army of fti- 
pendiary foldiersiout'of Arabia, Caria, and Fonta, vanquithed his com- 
panions in a battel hard by the City of Memphu, where fome of them 
were {lain upon the place,arid the reft, leaving him the Kingdom, fled 
into Libia- J: 
Pfammaticus then, having by this means obtained the Kingdom Pyanmiticus. 


of Egypt, hebuilt the great porch, which on the Eaft fide in ae 
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fthe God of the City of Memphis, fetting upmany-great Statues, 
twelve cubits high, in lieu of pillars round about the Temple. To 
the ftipendiary foldiers he very liberally gave many gifts befides their 
pay; to others he divided by lot the lands which are a little above the 
mouth of Pelw(ivm,which.a long time after King Amafis annexed to the 

Signory of Memphis. . p ise 

This King Pfammaticus very much relying froin thence-forward on 
forraign men of Warin regard of the good fervice.they had done him, 
made ufc upon all oecafions of their aid and fuccor, wherefore lead- 
ing an Army into Sirza, he, to honor the Auxiliares, placed them on 
the right fide of his Army, andthe Egyptians onthe left, with which 
affront and injury they being mightily offended, two. hundred thou- 
{and of them forfook him, and went into Ethiopia to feck them out new. 
Zwo bundred habitations + Whereupon the King firft fent fome. of his Comman- 
mowand E. ‘dersto defire them that they would pafs by the wrong he had done 


gyptians maker L Se ra 
a defe&ion them, butthey not prevailing, he himielf followed them by, water, _ 


from Pfammi- and having overtaken them marching along by Nilws up to the moun- 
ARR tains of Ethiopia, he intreated them to. change their minds,and remem- 
ber their Temples, their Country, theiz wives;and children... But 

they crying out altogether, and ftriking theirfhields with their. lances, 

anfwered with one voice, that they fliould eafily, find a. Country for 

their abode being fo potent in Arms.as they, were 3, and, then, plucking 
up their garments, they fhewed the King,their privy members, telling 
him, . that they fhould never lack wives and, children. as long as: they 
could ufe fuch tools 5 and herewith thefe Egyptians (defpifing the things 
-which others fo much efteem) -went and planted themfelves ina fertile 
Eopiies . place of Ethiopia, where they parted the Lands,thereof by locamongft 
Felves in Egbiethemfelyes.. P fammitiows, much grievediwith the departure and lofs 
opia. Of his fubje&s, converted. himfelf. wholly tothe care and Government 
,of his Kingdom, and ordering of his revenue 5: éntring alfo.into;amity 
with the Athenians, and fome other Greeks, he ufed great humanity to 

ftrangers that came into Egypt. Now in regard he bore much affe@i- 

ontothe Greeks, he caufed his children to be inftru@ted in Greek learn- 

ing , and was the firft King in Egypt that induced, ftrange. Nations to 

bring him fuch commodities as their, Countries| afforded, giving fafe 

conducts to-all that would repair thither s ; for in the times of the other 

Kings his predeceflors no ftrangers.came into Egypt, becaufe they were 
eitherikilled,or made flaves.. And the great cruelty, which was exerci- 

fed.in Egypt againft {trangers in the days. of Bufiris,.was the caufe of the 

creek writing thofe things,which untruly. are recounted of him in their 

ables, | ity a 

Apricus.  - Apricus, the fourth of the race. of Pfammiticus, raigned. after-him 
two and twenty years.s and making, War both by fea and land.againft 

the Cipriots. and Phenicians, took the City of Sidon,, deftroyed.it, re- 

duced the-other Towns of Phenicia under his fubje@tion, and.atfea de- 

feated the Phenicians and Cipriots fleet; then returned into, Egypt la- 

den with the {poils of his enemies. Howbeit fending his Army. after- 

wards againft the Cyrenians and Barceans, the moft of them were dif- 
comfited; syhereby it came to pafsthat.the reft deferted his fervice ; 
40 for 
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for they thought that he had raifed this Army of purpofe to deftroy 

them, tothe end he might raign the more fecurely, and therefore 

they departed from his obedience. Now to appeafe and: retain them 

Amafis the Egyptian, aman of great reputation, was fent unto them , 

who forgetting his duty, and the charge which he had to reduce them 

unto peace, incited them on the contrary againft the King, and con- 

{piring with them caufed himfelf to be created King; whereupon 

others alfo rebelling againft Apricus, he was conftrained to have re- 

courfe unto his ftipendiary foldiers, which were thirty thoufand, with 
whom ata place called Mariebourough, he gave battelto the Egyptian fhiews raken 
rebels, who getting the better of him, <Apricws was taken by them,and ibecd 
hanged.  Amafis then, being mace King, applyed himfelf altoge- amags, 
therto the well ordering of the State, which he governed juitly ; and 

having afterwards with great applaufe deftroyed divers of the Cipriots 

Towns, as alfo adorned the Temples of the Gods with many goodly 

and rich gifts, he died, when he had raigned fifty and five years, at 

fuch time as Cambifes, King of Perfia, {ubjeéted all Egypt under his 
command by force of Arms, about the third year of the three{core and 

three Olimpiad, wherein Parmenides Camerinews was vitor in the 

race, 
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of the Laws, Cuftomes, and Fudgments of the Egypti- 
ans; of the manner of living of their Kings, Priefts; 
Gentlemen; and common people. 
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t_¥ Aving taken a view of whatfoever is of moft Antiquity in Egypr, 

now it refts that we fhould treat of them, and their manners, 
which are marvellous, and profitable tothe Readers : — For the anci- 
ent acts of the Egyptians have not onely been efteemed, and highly 
commended b eemelves, but alfo are in great admiration with the 
Greeks 5 and therefore they of Greece, which excelled moft in learning 
have travelled into Egypt, that they might attain the knowledg, both 
of their Laws, and of their ftudies; and albeitthey knew thatthe paf- 
fage into Egypt was difficult and forbidden to ftrangers,yet they labor- 
edin times paft to get thither: Amongft whom firft of all were or- 
pheus, andthe Poet Homers and after them Pythagoras the Samion, and 
Solon the Law-maker. 

The Egyptians affirm, that they were the inventers of Aftrology ; 
Geometry, and many other Sciences; and that the beft Laws and or- 
dinances were inftituted by them, for antargument whereot they al- 
ledg, thatthe native Kings of Egypt raigned there for the fpace of 
three thoufand years and more, and that it is the moft fruitful Coun- 

- try of the World , which could by no means have fallen outto. be 
fo, had they not lived under good Laws and cuftoms. Howbeit (omit- 
ting fuch things as Herodotus, and others, writing the Hiftory of the 


Egyptians, have fabuloufly devifed for their pleafure) we will ie 
! the. 
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| 
i the books of the Priefts of Egypt which we have diligently foug ht out 


| 

i and perufed. . . 

a) | In the beginning then the Kings of Egypt did not live, as other So- 
hae veraigns do, whole willisa law, but followed the conftitutions of 
‘| the Laws, both in colle¢ting their monies, and intheir manner of Ji- 

11 ving : Nor was any that ferved him as a flave, either born fo in their 


houfes, or bought elfewhere ; but the children only of Princes and 


i _  _Noblemen,which were of the age of twenty years,and inftruéted ip alf 
Hii kind of learning, were deputed for the fervice of thofe Kings, to the 
Lit end that being day and night in the fight of fuch about them, they 


might beware of doing any thing worthy of reproach. And truely it 
feldom happens, that great Lords behave themfelves ill, when as they 


py have not fervants that comply with their fenfual defires. There were 


certain hours ordained, both in the day, and inthe night, where- 
in the King. was, bound to do that which the Law enjoyned 
him, 

ti! The manner When the King arofe inthe morning, he was firft of all obliged to’ 


of the Kings . sae 3 
(i of Egype their TeCeive all the letters and petitions that were prefented unto him, to 


ia! living. the end that giving anfwerto things neceffary, every affair might be 


i directed by order and reafon. This done, after he had wafhed his bo- 


i) dy in the prefence ofthe Princes of his Kingdom, and clothed him- 


felf with richand fumptuous apparel, he went untothe Temple to fa- 
crifice unto the Gods :_ Andthenthecuftom of the chief Prieft was, 
after the offering of the facrifices, and inthe prefence of the King, to 
pray witha loud voyce, and in the audience of all the people, for the 
health and prolperity of their Prince who did juftice to his fubje@s ; 
declaring in particular the vertues that were in him ; as his religion to- 
wards the Gods, his goodnefs and humanity to men, his continen- 
cy, uprightnefs, and magnanimity, truth, liberality; his refrain- 
ing from all difordinate appetites, his infli€ing on malefaétors a gent- 
Jer and lighter punifhment then the grievoufnels of their offence requi- 
xed, and the recompentfing of his fubjeéts with graces and benefits far 
above their merits. 

Having faid many fuch things, he pronounced a curfe againft the 
wicked, purging the King from all blame, and laying it on the Mi- 
nifters that counfelled and perfwaded him to unreafonable things : 
That done, the Prieft exhorted| the King to leada life that might be 
happy, and acceptable to the Gods, as alfoto good courfes, and not 
to do that which the bad counfelled him unto, but. that which apper- 
tained unto honor and vertue, _ Finally the King offering a Bull in fa- 
crifice to the Gods, the Prieft read out ofthe facred books fome no- 
table acts and enterprifes of great and excellent perfons, that by their 
example the King might make a good and right ufeof his Authori- 
ty. Nor was the time appointed by the ancient Laws only when he 
thould intend the bufinefs of hisrevenue, and of judging the differen- 
Ces arifing amongft his fubjects, but the time alfo of his walking, of 


1 ' } bathing himfelf, of lying with his wife, and ofthe whole manner of his. 


life. Thofe Kings likewife fed on fimple meats, as Veal, and Goofe, 
for all their fare :_ Touching wine, there was acertain meafure of it 
ex- 
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exprefly ordained for chem, wherewith they could not over-gorge their 
ftomacks, nor be drunk: And their maner of living was fo moderated 
and limited, as it feemed to be inftituted inthat fort by askilful Phy- 
fician, for the prefervation of health, rather then by a Law-maker. 
It is a thing indeed to be marvelled ar, that the Kings of Egypr lived 
not after their own pleafure, but according to the Ordinance of the 
Law ; burit is yet more ftrange, that they had not the power of judg- 
ing, of gathering up mony, or of punifhing any one, through pride, 
anger, or other unjuft occafjon, but were even as private perfons, fub- 
ject to the, Laws; and yet they bore it patiently, thinking that their 
greateft happinefs confifted in their obedience to thofe Ordinances: 
For they thought many things were done by fuch, as followed their 
Own appetites, that were very dangerous and prejudicial to them; and 
indeed they, which offend often wittingly, are overcome, either by 
love, hatred, or fome other paffion, and fo fwerve from the right way : 
But they, which frame their courfe of life by counfel and good advice, 
fail in few things. The Kings of Egypt then carrying themfelves in 
{uch fort towards their Subjeés, fo gained their obedience and love, 
that notonely the Priefts of Egypt> but all the common people like- 
wife, had more care of the Kings health and perfon, then of their wives 
and children, or of all the other Princes of the Kingdom. And cer- 
tainly moft of the Kings, of whom we have fpoken before, having fol- 
lowed the common Ordinances, and civil Cuftoms of their Country, 
lived and dyed happily, fo long as the obfervation of the Laws conti. 
mued amongft them; and did befides reduce many ftrange Nations 
under theis {ubjection, and thereby gathered great treafures together, 
wherby E yp was beautified with many ftately edifices,and fumptuous 
works, and the Cities thereof adorned with rich and magnificent gifts. 
The other buildings alfo, which the people erected to their deceafed 
Kings, was a witnels of the love and goodwill they bare them, as ap- 
pears by the honor they do them atter their death ; for when any of 
thofe Kings departs this life, all the people generally lament witha uni- 
verfal mourning, they rent their garments, and fhutting up the Tem- 
ples, they no longer frequent the Markets or publique places, nor keep 
any Solemnities or Feafts, but putting dirt on their heads, and gird- 
ing themfelves under the armpits witha linnen cloth, both menand 
Women, to the number of two or three hundred, do for the {pace of 
threefcore and twelve days inviron the body of the dead King twice 
aday, beginning their lamentations anew, and recounting his vertues 
in fongs: They abftain from eating any living beaft, from boyled 
meats, from wine, and from-all other fervice of the Table; they ufe 
no wafhings, anointings, beds trimmed up, nor any venerous or other 
voluptuous thing, but weep and wail all that time, as if their only fon 
were dead. Now when all things neceffary for the Obfequies are rea- 
dy, they on the laft of thofe aforefaid days fet the body enclofed ina 
Coffin at the entrance of the fepulchre, and there, according to their 
cuftom, recite the things done by the King during his life, and he that 
will, is permitted to accufe the dead, the Priefts then prefent highly 


commend his good deeds, and the people, whereof there is an infinite 
H number 
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number at the Funeral, rejoyce at the true praifes of him,and contradict 
the falfé with a tumultuous cry 5 whence it hath fallen out, that many 
Kings of Egypt, upon the multitudes oppofing it, have been deprived 
6f the honor and magnificence ufually belonging to their burials : The 
fear whereof hath conftrained thofe Kings of Lgypt to live juftly, that 
fo théy might not after their death incur the perpetual indignation and 
hatred of the people. Behold the ancient manner of loving of the 
Kings of Egypt. a 
The Land of Egypt isdivided into many Regions, whereof each 
one is by the Greeks called a Province, in every of which is a Pretor, 
Dee or Governor, having the fole charge of all things. The whole Revenue 
dom of aye of the Kingdom 1s divided into three parts, whereof the Colledg of 
divided into Pyjefts have the firft portion; for thofe Priefts are in great credit and 
act NE authority amoneft the Inhabitants of the Country, as well becaufe 
Priefts have they have the cure and care of divine things, as for that they are full of 
Gee knowledg and doétrine, and do teach others. Now that portion ts 
allotted them, both for the adminiftration of the Sacrifices, and for 
the maintenance of them fel'ves and their Families , for the Egyptians 
donot think, that either the worfhip of the Gods fhould be neglected, 
or that the Minifters and Officers that attend upon the publique affairs 
of the State fhould want means to live withall: And thofe Pnefts are 
called to affaft the Kings with their counfel in matters of great impor- 
tance; fotetelling things to come, as well by the knowledg of the Stars, 
ds by their Sacrifices, and reporting out of their facred Books,things 
done in times paft, whereby the Kings may know that which is profit- 
able for them. Nor arethere (asin Greece) one man alone, or one 
woman alone, deputed for the guard of holy things, but many are 
dedicated to the fervice, honor, and worthip of the Gods, which after- 
wards leave the charge and adminiftration thereof to their children: 
All which Priefts, and their children, are exempted from all Subfidies, 
4nd next to the King hold the fecond place in dignity and repu- 
tito. : os 
athe feeond “ Lhe fecond portion of the Revenue appertains tothe Kings, who 
portion for ‘employ it for the Wars, for the maintenance of themfelves and their 
the King® = oufes, and for the liberal rewarding of thofe which have worthily 
deferved it, whence it comes to pafs that the people are no way op- 
preft with Taxes, or Subfides. 
The third por The third portion of the Revenue is ordained for the Gentlemen, 
tion for the “nd fuch others as are deftined to the Wars, tothe énd that having 
Sees ae fach pay they may be the more willing and eee to undertake the 
War. perils‘of War: for it would notbe reafonable, that they which ‘are 
always intentive for the tuition and defence of the fafety of the people, 
{hould® receive fio falary nor profit from them for whom they fight: 
And there is yet'a greater commodity therein, which is, that thofe 
nen of War, being made more rich, and more ableto live at cafe by 
the pay which they receive for their fervices, may the better apply 
themfelves to propagation and the begetting of iffue; whence it hap- 
pens, ‘that the Country, being populous and full of ‘men, hath ino 
eed of forraign Forces; and that the children alfo, having received 
= and 
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and learnt of their fathers the manner of warfare, may become brave 
and valiant Soldiers. 

Moreover, the policy of the Egyptians confifts in three forts of peo- The policy of 
ple; Husbandmen, Shepherds, and Artificers. The Husbandmen, pence Ja 
taking {mall wages from the Priefts, Kings, and Gentlemen, apply faneies! 
themtelves inceflantly from their childhood, and through the whole 
courfe of their life, to Country matters, whereby they become better 
Husbandmen, then in any other partof the world; as well for having 
learnt it of their fathers, as for the continual ufe and experience which 
they have of it themfelves:, And they know better then any others the 
nature of Grounds, the times of watering, fowing, and reaping, as alfo 
the manner of gathering and, keeping of fruits, both by their Parents 
obfervation, and their own care and diligence. 

In the fame fort, the Shepherds, having from their predeceffors at- Shepherdss 
tained to the knowledg and care of feeding Cattel, do continue always 
in that courfe of lite; and that much avails them, which they have 
learned of their fathers, touching the looking to Cattel and Paftures ; 
as,alfo that which fome amongft them have invented: by their own in- 
duftry and ftudy:, For they that keep Geefe and other Fowls, are fo 
careful of them, that beyond the common courfe of others, which 
are bred elfewhere, they make them increafe very wonderfully, for 
they do,not,let thofe Fowls fit on their eggs, but with their own wit and 
art they hatch and bring up the.chickens, otherwife then is accuftomed 
in other Countries. : | = 

As for Arts and Trades, we fee that the works in Egypt are exceed- Artifcers- 
ingly; well.made, and in their full perfection; for the Artificers. of 
Egypt. employ themfelves onely in the works that are permitted them 
by the Laws, or which their, Parents have taught them, without any 
careat.all of publique, affairs, fo that, neither the envy of him that 
teacheth, nor civil hatred, .nor; other thing whatfoever,- cannot keep 
them from exercifing their appointed Trades. In other Countries.ic 
is lawful for every Artificer to. leave /his firft occupation, and betake 
him to.another; fome to apply themfelyes to Husbandry, foie to 
Merchandizes, aad others.to, other courles: Many there are alfoin 
Citics, which are. governed bythe people,. that, frequenting the pub- 
lique Affemblies, are there corrupted with mony, and fo content to 
many things very-prejudicial tothe State: But in Lgypr, if a Tradef- 
man be found intermedling with the affairs of the C »mmonwealth, or 
if he ufeth many. Trades, heis grievoufly punifhed., And the ancient 
Egyptians have obferved the fame Cuftoms, and [nftitutions both 
touching the Commonwealth and the Prince, which, were left: them by 
their fathers, : 7 ws + ae 

. Now concerning Judgments, they wetenot made by chance, but by The Maner of 
reafons and they thought that things done according to equity were Judgmenc 
much available to the life of men; forthey found, that the right way 
to keep one from living ill was to punifh malcfactors, and fuccor the 
oppreffed ; and that the remitting of the punifhment of a crime, either 
for mony, or favor, was the contufion of humane Society: Where- gy ais, of 
fore they chofe out of the nobleft Cities, as Heliopolis, a a Judges. 

) H 2 and. 
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and ‘Thebes, the notableft and moft tinderftanding perfons that were in 
them, to whom they committed the charge and adminiftration of ju- 
fice: Nor was this Affembly of Judges any whit inferior to the Areo- 
agites of Athens, of Senate of Lacedemonia. After that thefe Judges, 
tothe number of thirty, were met together, they elected one from a- 
mongft thémfelves to be their Prefident, in whole place the City fub- 
The EleGion ftituted anothet : And to all thefe the King gave, but more opulent] 


of the Prefs: 


ARTO the Prefident, things neceflary for their maintenance. The Preff- 


Phe number 
of the Judgess 


judges. dent wore a Chain of Gold about his neck, whereat hung a Jewel en- 
Ds elie riched and fet with precious ftonés, which they called Verity ; and the 
wailed Veriy. cuftom was, that the Judgments being begun, and the fign of Verity 
openly fhewed by the Prefident, together with the eight Books of the 

Laws plaoed inthe midft of the Judges, the Accufer did then exhibit 

in writing the matter wherewith he chatged another, and the manner 

of the wrong done him, as alfo how miich he was dainnified thereby ; 
Whereupon the, Defendant had time given him to afifwer to every Ar- 
icle in writing likewifé, and to clear himfelf fo far forth, as that either 
hé had not done the wrong,ot that which he had done was by him juft- 

iy don¢,ot thar the damage pretended by the Plaintiff was not fo much ; 

and boththe Plaintiff and Defendant had power tomake replication 

one to another: So that after the contendants had been heard two fe- 

veral times, and that the Judges had been fufficiently informed Gf the 

_ difference between them, the Prefident turned his fign of Verity to- 
Proncunéi9® wards the party that was in the right, and gave his fentence. This was 
Sh the manner of pleading amongft the Fgyptzans; thinking that the truth 
of things might by the writings of the Plaintiff and Defendant be the 

more eafily and better known. For Certainly the art of Orators, ‘the 

fraud of Hypocrites, and the tears of thofe that are in danger; have 

‘often averted men from right and trné judgment; and it hath many 

times been feen, that the guilty have been abfolved by Judges, either 

through error, or fome affection, or through compafiion, petfwafi- 

on, or awell-framed fpeech ; but when the parties writings were well 
underftood, then they thought the matter might be the better judged 

of according to equity, asif the truth were already known: and that 

in fo doing true judgment fhould not be'perverted by fubtlety, malice, 

lying, audacioufnels, or any other art, but right be obferved to every 

one equally ; as well becaufe both the accufer, and the accufed, “had 

tine enough for the debating of their cauife, as alfo for that the Judges 


might by their Anfwers find'out the truth of the'matter. 

Now in regard we have made mention of the Inftitution of Laws, 
we fhall not much digrefs from our intendea Hiftory, if we recount 
the ancient Laws of the Egyptians, tothe end it may appear to every 
one, how much they are tobe preferred above all others, ‘both for 
Order, and utility. | ; eQiks 


An 
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An Incident of the Laws of Eoyer, 


T He firft Lawthen of the Egyptians was, That Perjurers fhould The fc Law, 
lofe their heads, as they which committeda double fin; name- pg tains 
ly, violating the reverence that is due to the Gods, and taking away the ' 

faith that ought to be kept with men, which isthe greateft tye of hu- 

mane fociety. , i 

If any one travelling on the way found Thieves affaulting a man, or The feeond 
doing him any other injury, and did not fuccor him, if he could, he G2"¥e.caea 
was condemned to dye: And if he could not fuccor him, he was boun a re 
to difcover the Thieves, and to profecute the injury with his accufati- 
on; and he thar was negligent in doing fo had a certain number 
- lathes given him, and was kept three days without meat. and 

tink. | 

He that accufed one another wrongfully, if he were not called into The third Law 
judgment, had the fame penalty inflicted on him, wherewith the other Falfe Accufers 
fhould ‘have been punithed. | 

All the Z¢yptians were bound to carry their Names in writing to the The fourth 
Governors of the Provinces, as alfo what Trade they lived by: now ha Nane “rd 
if any one was found a lyar therein, or if his courle of life was unjuft, Trade in wriq 
he was punifhed with death. And itis faid, that Solon, after his being “"& 
in Egyptstran{ported this Law unto.Athens, 

If any one did wilfully kill either a free-man, or a bond-flave, the The 6&hLaw; 
Laws commandedihe fhould be put to death, having regard, not only Wilful Mc: 
to the quality of the fa@, but tothe intent of committing it; to. the ing 
end that by punifhing the death of a flave in that fort, others might 
be deterred from fuch wickednefs, and free-men live inthe mote fe- 
curity. 

Poahers that killed their Children were not put todeath, but were The fixth Jaw, 
compelled by the Law to abide three days and three nights continually Fathers Kill 
together about the body of the: dead, and.that in the prefence of a Children, 
publique guard appointed thereunto; for they did not think it reafon- 
able, that he fhould be deprived of life, which had given itto his chil- 
dren, but rather that he fhould be affliéted with continual grief, and re- 
pentance for the fa@, tothe end. that others by his example might be 
kept from committing the like. 

On Parracides they infliGed a moft exquifite punifhment, for they The feyenth 
burnt them alive ona pile of thorns, after they had cut their bodies eee bk 
piece-meal withflit and fharp Canes; and they faid, that the greateft 
crime ‘one could commit was,to take away his life by force from whom 
one had received it. 1 

Of women that were condemned to dye, if they were with, child, The cighth 
they forbore the execution till after they were brought to.bed; which Pe 
Law many Greeks have taken, judging it altogether unjuft and unrea- ; 
fonable, hie the child, which hath nothing mifdone, fhould {nffer with 
the Malefa@or; orthat two fhould be punithed, whereas byt one hath 
offended, or thatthe ianocent and guilty fhould undergo alike pain ; 
and further, asthe mother alone-hath trefpafied, they held it not equi 

table, 
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table, that the child,common both to the father and the mother, fhould 
bear the punifhment of the mothers -fin \Neverthélefs it happens often- 
times, that unrighteous Judges do deliver thofe which deferve to dye, 
and condemn thofe which are innocent. | 
The nimh AS formatter of War; they that abandoned their Colours, or o- 
ran, MY beyed not their Captains, were not punifhed with death, but with the 
icirline. greateft thame that: poffibly could ‘be done them ;. which being  after- 
wards defaced by their vertue, and fome excellent act, they returned 
to their priftine eftate.- This Law accuftomed mento efteem that ig- 
nominy the greateft ofall evils, yea and more grievous then death it 
(elf; and withall admonifhed them, that the dead bring no profit at 
alltothe living ; but that many, after the receiving of fuch reproach, 
have through the defiré of honor and vertue been the caufe of very 
much good. 
na tenth They, that revealed the fecrets of the Army to the Enemy, had their 
a, SPiess “tongues cut out by the command of the Law. 
The eleven He that clipped Mony,or coyned falfe,or altered the ftamp or weight 
Law, Falfe. of it, arid hethatforged Deeds, or razed any, or exhibited counter- 
Koreas and “Feit Contracts, had his two hands cut off, to ‘the ‘end'that that: part of 
"the body, which had offended, fhould: bear the:punifhment during the 
Jife of the Malefa@or :~ and that others, warned by their miferysmight 
be diverted from comumuitting the like. b ri irre 22Ve. 
The welih . Lhe Egyptians had alfo very fevere Laws againft thofe that violated 
Law, Viola- “Women, for they cut off the ftonesiof ‘him that forced. a woman of free 
ting Womers ‘condition becaufe there were three “great fins comprized imone and 
the fame dvime'; injury, force, and illegitimation and; confufion of 
“children. -.“ § 1010 Y gnitinigyds 
Thethirteenth He that was taken in voluntary Adultery had»athoufand lathes gi- 
a aril: ven him, andthe womans nofe was cut off; to the end that thesface, 
B heuley-~ being ‘branded with a mark of incontinehcy, might'receive fhame and 
» \difgrace inthat very place, where it fhould be moft agreeable. 
Thefourreesth .. Lhey fay that Bocchorss was the Inventer of the’ Laws, that were 
Law, The Cie eftablifhed for the Trade of Merchandize ; and" by them it was or- 
ditor are dained, that’ if any mony was lent without {cripor {croll, and was de- 
upon Oath.“ hyed, the Debtor fhould be believed upon his oath, accounting an oath, 
as a holy and religious thing, to beof great weight. For whereas itis 
certain, that little credit is given to thole which {wear often, the Egypis- 
‘ans endevored to ufe it'as feldom as they could, to the end they might 
not lofe the repute of good and honeft men. © Moreover, the Law- 
maker, placing all faith in vertuc, conceived that men wouldaccuftom 
themfelves by their good behavior to be honeft, that fo they mightnot 
be unworthy of belief: And withall he found it not reafonable, -that 
ctedit fhould be given to the Oath of thofe in whom one had) fo much 
confided, “as'to.Jend them mony without any fpecialty, feeing they 
{wore concerning their own act. 
The ffeenth _ -Bocchorts ordained likewife, that Rent engaged for mony by Deed 
Liw, fhould no‘ fonger ftand good, after the Rent payd. had doubled the 
principal’; “and alfo commanded that payment of Debts fhould be 
made out of the Goods of the Debtor, and his body no way liable 
unto 
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untoit; for he thought that the goods onely fhould be fubject to the 
payment of Debts, and the bodies to the Cities, where they were to 
ferve both in peace and war: Neither did itfeem juft unto him, that 
men of War, who ufed to endanger their lives for the good of the 
State, fhould be imprifoned for Debt,nor that the fafety thereof fhould 
be in hazard for the avarice of a privateman. Now it feems that So- 
lon trantported this Law to the Athenians, and called it Séfaehthza, or- 
daining that the body of no Citizen fhould be attached for Debt : And 
fome Law-makers of Greece have not complained without caufe, when 

it was ordained, that neither Arms, Ploughs, nor any other neceffaries 

tor Husbandry, fhould be delivered up to Creditors for ufury or debt, Bad Laws. 
and yet permitted that the bodies of them which ufed thofe things 

fhould be given into the hands of their Creditors. 

The Egyptians had yet a Law, particular to themfelves, touching The fixceenth 
Theft, which commanded, that they which would fteal fhould carry Law, Of theft. 
their names in writing to the HighPrieft,and that the thing ftoln fhould 
be alfo brought unto him prefently after the Theft commited: Likewife 
they from whom the thing was ftoln were bound to come unto him, 
and fet down in writing the time, day, and hour, wherein the thing was 
ftoln; by which means it being eafily found, he that had loft it was 
condemned to lofe the fourth part thereof, which was given to the 
Thief: The Law-maker thinking, in regard it was impoflible to {up- 
prefs all Theft, that it was better for him from whom it was ftoln to 
fuftain the lofs of one portion of the thing ftoln, then of the whole. 

The Law of Marriages is not alike amongft all the Zgyptians 5 fot The feven- 
the Priefts could not wed but one wife, and others might take as many yr0 2" 

° arrlages. 
as they would, or were able to keep. Which Law, fay they, conduceth i 
much to the riches, force, and power of Cities, in regard of the great 
number of men, which are by that means procreated. None among ft None account- 
them is reputed a Baftard, although he be born of aflave bought with < ° pee 
mony ; for they hold, that the father is the onely author of generation, Bejptiant. 
and that the mother contributes nothing but place and nourifhment: 
Wherefore the Ezyptzans (contrary to the cuftom of the Greeks) call 
thofe trees, which bear fruit, males, and thofe which help to fuftain 
them, females. : | 

The Egyptians alfo do bring up and nourifh their children with fo pe ee. ; 
little and cafie a charge, as is almoft incredible , for they live upon the pital ae i 
roots of Bulrufhes, and others, which they roft in the embers, and in bringing up 
with the ftalks of herbs gathered in the Marithes, which is all their fare, their children. 
fometimes boyled, fometimes rofted, and many times raw: And 
thofe children for the moft patt go barefoot and naked, by reafon of 
the teinpetatenels of the ayr ; fo that all the expence their Parents are 
at for them, till they come tobe young men, amounts not to above 
two crowns; which is the caufe thatthe Land of Egypt is the moft po- 
pulous Country of the world, and where there are more Baan 
and greater buildings and works, then in any other part of the Earth 
whatfoever. 

The Priefts inftrué: their children in the letters, which ate calléd fa- 
cred, and incther fciences that concern the publique good, efpecially 

itt 
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in Geometry and Arithmetick ; for the River of Nilws, which doth 
yearly with his inundation {poyl the form and face of the grounds, 
is the caufe of much quarrel and debate amongft neighbors about the 
limits and bounds of their Lands, which could not eafily be reconciled 
without the help of Geometry : Arithmetick alfo is very profitable for 
the domeftick life of men, and greatly ferves too for Geometry and 
Aftrology. 

Now the order and courfe of the Stars, together with the defcripti- 
onof them, hath been carefully obferved in all times with great curi- 
ofity and experience, both by the Egyptians, and other Nations. Fur- 
thermore, the Ezyptzans have diligently fought out the motion of the 
Planets, their Conjunctions and Epicycles, what force and vertue they 
have in the nativity of living creatures, and what inclination either to 
good or evil, they infufe into men: They have oftentimes alfo fore- 
told (the better to avoyd them) future dearths ; likewife plenty of corn 
and fruit, approaching difeafes, as well of men, as of cattel, Earth- 
quakes, the time of Né/ws increafe, and the rifing of Comets: They 
have befides acquainted other Nations with many things very hard to 
be known, which were certain to them by long and continual experi- 
ence: Moreover they fay, that in Babylon the Chaldeans (a Colony of 
Fenpe) are very expert and skilful in Aftrology, as they that learnt it 
of the Egyptian Pniefts. 

The reft of the people in Egypt, as is faid before, learn fome Trade 
to get their‘living, of their fathers or kinsfolk. They can write and 

Wraftling and tead, not all, but enely they which ftudy the liberal {ciences, They 
tee give not themfelves, either. to wraftling, or to mufick; thinking that 
gptias, the dayly exercife of wraftling is dangerous for young men, in regard 
it weakens their ftrength: And for Mufick, they hold it not onely un- 
profitable, bur hurtful, becaufe it effeminates the minds of men. 

Touching their difcafes, they cure them, either by abftinence, or by 
vomit; and this they ufe every day, or every third,or fourth day; for 
they affirma, that all ficknefs proceeds from the fuperfluity of meats, 
and that to recover health, that phyfick is beft, which takes away the 
caufe and original of the difeafe. They which go to the Wars, or o- 
therwhere about publique affairs, are cured, and have their phyfick for 
nothing, for the Phyficians are maintained on the publique charge, and 
cure the fick with remedies, which ancient and approved Phyficians 
have left in writing: Wherefore if it happens, that any of them, by 
ufing, the medicine which is fet down in their Books, cannot cure his 
Patient, he is not found fault with, nor queftioned for it; but if he 
cures him with any other remedy, then that which is extant in thofe 
Books, he is punithed with death; the Law-maker believing that it: is 
hard to find a better medicine, then that which hath been a long time 
Sbferved, and is taken from good Phyficians. 
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Cc H HP. I I I. . 
Of many Beajts, and Birds, which are adored by the Egyptians, 


Tis {carcely to be beleeved (and not without cau ) how much 
honor the Egyptians do bear unto beafts and other creatures, which 
are dedicated to the fervice of their Gods, for they adore and reverence 
beyond meafure fome of thofe creatures, and not only alive, bur alfo ; 
after they are dead; as Cats, Ichneumons, Dogs, Kites, the bird Ibis, ee bh 
Wolves, Crocodiles, and many other fuch like ; whereof we will en- ateed 2 
devor to render a reafon, after we have difcourfed a little oftheni. Egypt. 
Firftthen, the Egyptians do dedicate a feveral Province of their 
Country to each of the Creatures, which they adore, for their mainte- 
nance, and living. They make vowsto fome of them, when their 
little ones have efcaped from a ficknefS » and cutting their hair, which 
they put into a veffel of Gold or Silver, they offer it to the Magi. They 
who have the care and charge of thofe creatures do feed them accord- The nourith 
Ing to each ones nature , cafting to Kites, as they are flying, fleth cut in ing of che fae 
{mall pieces,and hallowing to them till they have taken it. Others give Sib 
to Cars and Ichneumons, ftroaking and making muchof them, bread 
foaked in milk, or fith out of Niluss and fo to others fuch meat as is 
Propertotheirkind. The Egyptians are not athamed to confefs open- 
ly this great reverence which they bear to thofe creatures, but rather 
Slory init, as thinking they are thereby the more acceptable tothe 
Gods. When they walk inthe Cities, or travel up and down in the 
Country, they thew afar off the fimilitude of the creature they adore, 
and then falling down on their knees they worthip it. If any of thefe 
creatures happen to dye, they beat their brefts, and take on grievoufly ; 
then having rubbed it well with falt, they anointit all over with the 
juyce of Cedar, and with other odoriferous Ointments, to the end 
the body may be thereby preferved the longer, and fo they bury itina 
facred place. If any man do wilfully kill one of thefe creatures, he is 
condemned to dye ; but if one kill a Cat, or the bird b/s, whether wit- 
ingly or unwittingly, the people fall prefently upon him, and torment 
him to death, without fentence or condemnation ; for feare whereof 
they that {ee them dead, ftanding afar off do begin to lament, and pro- 
teft that they had no hand in the death of it. Now this fuperftition is 
fo imprinted in the mindes of men, and the Idolatry of thefe creatures 
fo fixed in their hearts, that at fuch time, as King Prolomeus was decla- 
red the Alie and friend of the Romanes, to the infinite joy of all the £- 
Syptians , who with much honor received the Romsanes comming into 
their Country, and by all meanes labored to avoyd all diffention or 
caufe of War between them, a certain Romane hapning to kill a Car, all ae be 
the people ran fuddainly to his lodging, and could not be kept by the bilinp ape 
Princes of the blood, exprefly fent thither for that effect, nor by the Cat by mifad- 
fear of the Romanes, from cutting him in pieces, although Heir aa 
had killed the Car againft his will. And this we have not upon 
report, but faw it with our own cyes when we travelled into £- 
gypt. Thete things will feem to fome unworthy of credit, and leaning 
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vather to 2 fable, then to the truth; but that which follows here ought 

to be found more ftrange, namely, that when as the land of Egypt hath 

been fo opprefled with famine, as many have for want of victuals fed 

on mans flefh, yet have they left the facred creatures altogether un- 

touched. Moreover ifa dog be found dead in any houfe, all that dwell 

therein fhave their bodies, and make great lamentation; and that 

which is more to be wondred at, if there be any wine, meal, or other 

thing fit to live upon, remaining in that houfe, they leave it there with- 

out ever making ufe of it: They too, which come from far Countries, 

have many times with the like lamentation and wailing brought dead 

Cats and Kites into Egypt, although they were much diftreffed for lack 

the names of of meat by the way. And albeit nothing is more certain, then that 
facred Crea the Bull Apis is adored in theCity of Memphis the Eagle at Heliopolis the 
peat Goat at Mideta, the Crododile at the Lake mrss, the Lyon in the Ci- 
ty of Leonte, and many more.in feveral places, yet fuch things cannot 

be beleeved but with much ado by the ignorant. Thefe Creatures are 

| nourifhed with great care and expence within thePrecinéts of the Tem- 
The facred ples by men of quality,who feed them with flower of Wheat, Furmen- 
re tic, and other things foaked in Milk; they give them alfo Geefe, fome- 
times boyled, fometimes rofted; and for fuch as love raw flefh they 

provide live Birds. Finally, all thefe creatures are kept very carefully, 

for they wath them in warm water, then anoint them with delicate oint- 
ments, and fweet odors, and fo lay them in fumptuous beds, Nowif 

any of thofe creatures chance to be’ of a weak and tender conftitution 

of body, they take great pains in looking to it; they are careful befides 

to give to every male amongft them a beautiful the mate, terming them 

their Lemans or Sweethearts, and beftow much coft and labor in tend- 

ing them, bewailing their death no lefs then that of their own children, 

and burying them with more charge then all their means comes unto: 

for proof whereof, after the deceafe of Alexander the great,and at fuch 

time as Ptelemens Lagus held the kingdom of Egyp#, it hapened that the 

Ox which was kept onthe publique coft, dying with age, he that had 

the charge of him imployed in the expence of his burial the mony, 

which he had received for the maintenance of him, amounting to a ve- 

ry great fum,and fifty talents more of Silver,which he borrowed of the 

{aid Prolomaus : And inour time, fome of them, which were appointed 

An pundtee, for the keeping of thofe Creatures, have {pent no lefs then an hundred 
bina talents about the interring of them.Hereunto we will add that which we 
pended in the have {een was obferved about the facred Bull, called Apis. When he is 
Ox. dead, and magnificently buried, fome of the Priefts, exprefly ordain- 
éd for itfeck out another just like unto the former; which being found, 

allthe people ceafe from their mourning, and thofe Priefts lead him 

firft ofall into the City of Nélvs, and there keep him forty days, then 

puting him into a covered Ship, where there is a Cabin of Gold, they 

carry him as it were a God tothe City of Memphis, and place him in 

the Temple of Vulcan. Now during thofe forty days none but women 

al a may fee the Bull, who ftanding before him with there coats pulled up, 
areto fhew him their privities newly fhaven , and from thence for- 

ward they are forbiddento prefent themfelves before him, There are 
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fome who maintain, that the caufe of the honor whichis done to this 
Ox, is, for thatthe Soul of O/ir# was after his death converted into a ae eae 
Bull, which afterwards was infufed into the bodies of all his whole ONiK Biaid 
race. Others have faid, that Ofiris having been killed by Tiphon, Apis 
gathered all his members estictoand inclofed them in a wooden Ox; 
which he covered with a white Oxes hides ftorn whence the City was 
called Bufiris. Many other fabulous things are delivered of Apis which 
are too long to recite: But the Egyptians relating fuch marvelous things, 
{o hardly to be beleeved, of the honor done to thofe Creatures, haye 
themfelves been the caufe of puting thofe in no little doubt, which 
would inquire into the truth of matters, whereof the Priefts, as we 
have faid before, have fome fecret writi ngs i 
Of this many Egyptians labor to give three Reafons, whereof the firft 
is altogether fabulous, and worthy of the fimplicity of the old times; 
for they fay, thatthe firft Gods, in regard they were few in aumber, 
and interior in force to men, and alfo feared their impiety, took upon 
them the fhapes of certain creatures, whereby they efcaped the fury of 
the peoples and that thofe Gods, after they had fo faved themfelves, 
became mafters of the world, fanctifying and confecrating the creatures 
whofe form they had put on in acknowledgment of their having been 
the caufe of their fafety ; and that they taught befides, how thofe crea- 
tures fhould be kept during their lives,and in what manner they thould 
be buried when they were dead. The fecond Reafon which the Egypti- 
ans give, is, that whereas they were anciently without the knowled of 
Military Difcipline, they were oftentimes vanquithed in battel by their 
neighbours, and therefore they bethought them of carrying fome En- 
figns, which their Soldiers fhould be enjoyned to follow, that thereup- 
on their Captains had born panied on tables of wood the figures of 
thofe creatures, which now they adore; and that by keeping in good or- 
der to the Enfign under which they were to fight,they had obtained the 
victory ; in regard whereof they thought it was reafonable that they 
fhould thew themfelves thankful to thofe creatures, asthe Authors of 
their victory ; wherefore it was enacted, That none of thofe creatures, 
whofe image had been'carried in War, fhould be killed, but contrarily 
fhould be honored and reverenced. Thethird Reafonis drawn from 7° hone 
the Comodity that comes by thefe creatures to the fuftenance and life facted Creae’ 
of man ; for the Cow, befides that the is proper for Husbandry, brings Rec 
forth others that.are fit for it too, ne 
The Sheep yeans twice a year ; gives us wooll which js appropriated The Sheep. 
to divers ufes, as alfo Milk and Cheefe in abundance. 
The Dog is profitable,as well for hunting,as for guarding,and there- The Dog. 
fore they paint their God Anubas with the head of a Dog, in fignificati- 
on that he was the guard of the bodyofofiris &I/is.Some have faid,that 
the Dogs of //is(at fuch time as theywere fecking for the body of Ofiris) 
found it as they were hunting together, and that that is the caufe why 
the Dogs go formoft in the Proceffion when the Feaft of 1 fis 18 celebra- 
ted,the people fhewing their gratitude to them by their obfervation of 
that ancient Cuftom, 
The Cat ferves very much for the keeping of men from being hutt T# © 
I oy 
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by the biting of Serpents, Mice, and fuch vermine. 

The Ichneumon, always watching the Crocodile, breaks and fpoils 
his eggs, and by that means prevents thetoo great increafe of them, 
which otherwife would render the navigation of Nilms very dangerous. 
Moreover he kills the Crocodile himfelf, a matter feeming to many 


" menincredible ; for he hides him in the mud,and when the beaft is laid 


The bird 4b. 


The Kites 


The Eagle, 


The Goat. 


The Panes and 
Satyres. 


The Sacred 
Bulls, 4pz, 
and Mnevis. 


The Wolf. 


all along on the fhoar fleeping with his mouth wide open, he ona fud- 
den whips down his throat, and gnaw him a paflage through his belly, 
out of which he comes after he is dead. 

As for Birds, that which the E gyptians calls ris, isexceeding com~- 
modious for the deftroying of Serpents, Lezards, Locufts, and fuch 
like. 

The Kite is very available againft Scorpions, Earwigs, and other 
litle creatures, whofe biting 1s hurtful. Some affirm, that Kites are ho- 
nored in Egypt, becaufe the Augurs make ufe of them in their pre- 
diGions of future things. Others fay, that it is, for that in ancient times 
a Kite brought to the Priefts in the City of Memphis 2 Book written in 
Vermillion letters, wherein was contained the honor and worthip which 
was to be attributed to the Gods, and fot this caufe they-which wrote 
the facred leters,wore 2 red hat on their head,and in it thewing of aKite. 

Thole of Thebes honored the Eagle, as well becaufe it isa Royal 
Bird, as for thatit is dedicated to Iupiter. : 

The Egyptians in times paft deified the Goat, as the Greeks did Pri- 
apus, in regard it is the member from whence all generation doth pro- 
ceed. There be other Nations enow befides the Egyptians, which facri- 
fice to the privy members, as they that are the caute of the Creation of 
all living things. And when asthe young Priefts of Egypt take upon 
them the charge of their Countries Sacrifices, they are initiated to 
that God. | 

For the fame reafon they adore the Panes and Satyres, placing ma- 
ny of their Images intheir Templs, in regard of their Fecundity like 
to the nature of the Goat, which they fay is very libidious. 

The Egypteans do alfo worfhip the facred Bulls, 4ps,and Mnevis, as 
Gods ; and to render the memorial of Ofris, asthe Finder out of grain 
and fruits, immortal, they are permitted to offer red Oxen, becaufe 
they are of the fame colour, as Typhon was, who killed ofiris. Further- 
more the Kings of former times facrificed red haired men at the Sepul- ” 
cher of Ofiris, for which caufe there are few Egyptians found with red 
hair, but of other nations enow- And this hath given occafion for the 


‘fable of Bufiris, who the Creeks feign to have killed his guefts ; howfo- 


ever the Sepulcher of Ofirs is taxed for that cruelty. gt) 

‘As for Wolves,they fay thatthey adore them,becaule they refemble ” 
Dogs, and differ very title from them immature, for they cling to one 
another after their coupling: together, as they do. They give another 
reafon for this likewife, but lefs true, faying, that as Z/ts> and her fon 
Orus, were going to fight with Typhon, Ofirs came out of Hell in the 
fhape of a wolf to fuccor his wife and fon, and that afterthe Victory 
obtained (Typhon being flain) they honored the Beaft by whofe ayd 


they won the Battel. Others maintain, thatthe Erhzopeans defcending 
into 
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into Egypt.for to overtun the Country,the Wolves aflembled together, 

and chaced them to the City of Elephantina, and therefore was that 

place called Licopol is,where from thence forward was this Beaft honot-,, 

ed by pofterity. | ai £) 
Many wonder why the Crocodile by the Laws of Egypt fhould be Phe Croco: 

adored as a God, feting he is a pernicious Beaft, killing and devouring, 8! 

men; butitis becaufe not only Nilus, butthe Crocodiles; alfo which, 

are in it; do greatly fecure the Land of Egypt, in regard the /Theeves of 

Avabia, and Libia, dare not for fear of them pafs the River;to pillage. 

the Country. The Hiftorians give yet another reafon for -the yenerati-. 

onwhichis born to the Crocodile, affirming, that King Menas; being 

affailed and purfued by his Dogs, fiedto the Lake Méris, where (a 

thing much to be admired at) he was taken up by a Crocodile, and car- 

tied to land on the other fides; \inxrecompence, of which benefit, he 

built a City neer tothe Lake, and called it Crocodila; commanding the 

shhabitance thercof to worfhip that beaft for their God; .and;having 

given the fith ofthat Lake Mors for the nourifhing of ,Gyocodiles, He 

builtin that very place a four fquare Pyramide for his Sepulcher in,the, 

fafhion of a Labyrinth,a work of wonder to allafter times. Many-other 

fuch like things do'the Egyptzansxecount of other. creatures, which fog, 

brevities fake we willomit..That which follows, itis thought, wasitn: 

vented bythe Egyptians for their profit and comodity, ,namely that 

fome amongft them abftain from many meats, which, are'commonly 

in ufeamongft them, for there are thofe, who never eat;Lintlles,| noe 

fome Beans, nor fome Cheefe, not others Onions, although that theis 

Country doth abound withthem. whereof too there is another reafon 

rendered, whichis, thatthe people of Egypt being in the 'days.ofthe 

firtt Kings fubject to fedition,: one of them awife andwell advifed | 

Prince, devided the Liandinto feveral Provinces, and ordained by Staz 4 g00d way 

rute what Beafts they fhouldadore, and what meats they thould.jive %2%ei4 fa 

upon in each of them s which was done, to theend. that every Province 5 

having certain creatures for their Gods,fhould by that means, difpifing 

thofe which were adored by their neighbours, become, enemies to one 

another, without any longer confpiring againft their Soyeraign’; which 


r= 


acéordingly fell out, for they are always at variance about each others 
impiety to the Gods. Thereis alfo another reafon given for this confer 
cration and reverencing of Creatures ; namely, that in the beginning 
of the world, men, after they had lived like beafts, affembled, together, 
and feeding on humane flefh fought fo long with . one another till the 
ftrongeft prevailed ; whereupon the weaker, to withftand. the injuries 
of the others (neceffity compelling them there unto) raifed an Army, 
and for an’ Enfign made choyce of fome of thofe, Creatures, that fince 
have been, and are adored by them, under’ the which marching from 
thence forward in good array, they defended themfelves from the 
ftronger,and the wrongs they did them , whence it is come to pafs, that 
ever fince they have adored that beaft fora God, which was the caule 
oftheir fafety ; fo thatthe people of Egypt doto this day, fhew honor 
to the Creatures which were facred unto them by their Predeceflors : 
And therefore itis {aid of the Egyptians, that they, are moxe pani 

thofe 
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chofe that have deferved well of them, then any other Nation whatfo- 
ever; for they certainly think, that the acknowledgment of courtefies 
received conduceth very much toa good and long life. And verily 
they are all naturally inclined to confer benefits on thofe, who they are 
perfwaded are worthy of them ; and that is the reafon why they do al- 
ways catry fuch honor and reverence totheir King, as if they were 
Gods; forthey beleeve that they could not be Lords of fo greata 
Country without the providence of heaven, and think that they could 
not do fo much good tothe people, by there high and glorious deeds, 
unlefs they were partakers of the divine nature. 


pret a 


C HAP. IV. 
Of the Egyptians manner and Cuftoms of Burial of the Dead, 


Hes things, which we have delivered heretofore, may feem ftrange 
and marvelous; butto him that will confider what the Egyptians 
do in the burial of their dead it will appear no lefs wonderful, becaufe 
each Province hath proper and particular Cuftoms for it. When an 
of them is dead, all his kinred and friends (who put durt on their heads, 
and until fuch time as the corps is interred, go every day round about 
the City weeping and lamenting) do neither wath themfelves all that 
while, nor drink wine, nor eat any but low priced meats, neither put on 
élothes that are worthought. There are three manner of Funerals a- 
The fevers, MOngft them, namely the fumptuous, the mean between both, and the 
prices of Fue Lowelft: Inthe firft is {pent fix hundred crowns, in the fecond two hun- 
nerals dred, and the laft is of little coft. 

They which have the charge of Funerals (which is an office com- 
mitted tothem by the Superiors) bring in wnting tothe heirs of the 
deceafed the prices of an Interment, asking how much they will be- 
ftow therein; and after they are agreed on the fum the dead body is de- 
livered unto them, that the funerall may be made accordingly. The 
body then being extended on the ground, the Pronotary ( fo he is call- 
ed) makes a mark on the left fide about the intrails of fuch length as the 
body is to be incifed and opened. That done,he that is termed the Inci- 
fer with an Ethiophian ftone makes {uch and fo great an overture on the 
fide as is ordained by the Law, and prefently runs away with all the 
fpeed he cans all the affiftants throwing ftones at him with great exe- 
crations; for they think that.he bears an hate to the deceafed which vi- 
olates his dead body withany wound. As for them, which have the 
charge of the body (whom they call Salters, or Imbaulmers ) they are 
reputed men of honor and reputation, converfing with the Priefts, and 
entring, as they do, into the Temple : Now one of them, all the affem- 
bly being prefent about the body, continues that firft incifion, and 
makes ita great deal larger all along the bowels, and other interi- 
or parts of the body , except the reins, and heart. Thofe interi- 
Or parts and bowels another of chem wathes in Pheni:tan wine, that is 
mixt with divers fweet odors; after that they anoint the body all o- 
ver, Srft with gum of Cedar, then with other precious ointments for 
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the fpace of thirty days together, that done, they rub it well with 
Myrrhe,Cinamon, and other fuch like things, to the end they may, not 
only keep the body long, but alfo render it odoriferous and well {cent- 
ings The body,being thus ordered,they return it to the kinfmen of the 
defund,fo excellently preferved in all parts,even to the leaft hairs of the 
eyebrows and eyelids, thatthe form and beauty of the whole body re- 
mains ftill as if he were fleeping. In this maner do many Egyptians keep 
in their houfes the imbalmed bodies of their Anceftors, reyoycing nota 
little that they can continually behold the worthy originals of their ex- 
traétion, as ifthey were {till living. Before the deceafed is interred, his 
kinfmen do fignifie unto the Judges & his friends the time of his burial, The manner _ 
faying that he (naming him by his name) is to pafs the lake that day. of Judging the 
The Judges being affembled then to the number of forty or more, and Ferry Judges, 
fet in half round chairs, prepared for that purpofe, the body is carried or more, ap 
into a (hip, exprefly provided for it, whereof the Mafter is by the Fie cael 
Egyptians in their tongue called Charon. Whence it came to pals, as 
fhall be declared hereafter, that orphews, having feenthis cuftom ufed 
in Egypt, did afterwards devife Hell, partly following that which he 
had obferved there, and partly adding fomewhat of his own thereunto. 
The hip being paft over the Lake, every one that would before the 
body was interred, had permiffion by the Law to accufe the dead 5 and 
if it were found by the Judges that he had lived ill, they thereupon give 
their fentence, srheteby they deprive the dead body of burial, but he 
that objects avice or accufation unjuftly, is condemined in a great 
penaltie. 

When there is no accufer, or that the aceufation is proved falfe, the 
kinfmen of the deceafed putting an end to their mourning fall to prat- 
fing him, without recounting ought of his difcent, as the Greeks ufe to 
doe; for all the Ezyptians hold one as noble as another ; but begining The Eeyptiads 
at his infancy, wherin they recite the inftitution of his life and erudition, “4 9°" 
they defcend to his mans eftate, and relate his devotion and reverence 
to the Gods, his juftice, loyaltic, and goodnefs, his continency, and o- 
ther vertues : And invoking the infernal powers they befeech them to 
place him amongft the good ; at which words all the affiftants anfwer; 
extolling the happinefs of the deceafed, as of him that was to be perpe- 
tually in Hell with the bleffed. That done, his kinfmen inter him 
themfelves, {ome intheir fepulchers, others, that have none, in the 
thickeft wall which they have in their houfes in a Coffin high 
advanced. 

As for thofe, which+for fome crime, or debt, are forbiden buriall, i 
they are kepr in their houfes without a Coffin; howbeit they are after- apr eae 
wards honorably interred by their heirs, who becomming rich have 
made {atisfa@tion for the crime or debt of their progenitors ; For the 
Egyptians glory muchinthe magnificent buriall af their ancettors. It 
isa cuftome amongft them to give the bodyes of their deceafed parents 
in pawne to their Creditors, and he that does not redeem them is 
exceedingly blamed, and is not buried after his death, 

One may marvel, and not without caufe, that they, which made 
thefeconftitutions, have had regard, not only to the ordaining of Laws 


and 
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and cuftomes for the living, but alfo forthe buriall and obfequies of 
the ‘dead: they did it doubtlefs out of an opinion they had , that 
men would thereby be drawnto lead a good lite. Nowthe Greekes, 
who in their deviled fables, and incredible relations of their Poets, 
have fet forth the rewards of the good, and the paines of the wicked, 
could not induce men to vertue by their writings, but contrarily have 

been derided and ‘contemned by them for it; whereas itis otherwife 
with the Egyptians, who vifibly, and not fabuloufly, diftribute punifh- 

ment to the bad, and praife to the juft, for they are dayly admonifhed 

to'do. things that conduce to a good life, when as they fee that every 
‘one leaves a memory behind him of the recompences he hath received, 

according as he lived well or ill, by reafon whereof they labour all to 

lead an orderly and upright life. Andtruly one ought to think, that 

thofe are the good Laws, which make men honeft, and wife, and mo- 

derate, and thofe that only inrich them, wherefore it feems fit and rea- 

fonable usto.us to treat of thofe, which have given fuch admirable and 

exquifite Laws to the Egyptians. 


CHar. V. 
The Names of the Law-givers of Egypt. 


Tis faid that along while after the Egyptians had lived in that man- 


Mexasthe frft ff ner as they did in the days of their Gods & Demi-gods, King Mens, 
Fam-givers a Prince of great tinderftanding,and of a commendable life,was the firt 


Safoch’ the 
fecond Law- 
giver. 


Seéfofirss the 
thud. 


Veeclovis the 
fourthe 


that perfwaded the people to ufe written Laws, feigning that they were 
fent him by the Commanders of Mercury, and that they would be the 
caufé of great good unto them inafter times; evenas Minos did to 
thofe of Candie,and Licurgus to the Lacedemonians, one of them faying, 


that Fupiter, and the other, that Apollo, was the Author of thofe Laws. 
Many other Nations received their Laws in the fame fort, which hath 
been the occafton of much happinefs to them that obferved them. For 
they write,that Zatraftes, pretending a God for them, gave Lawstothe 
Arianes 5 Zamolxus to the Getes in Vefla’s name; and Moyles Abiae 
maintained to the Fews,that he received the Laws which he gaye them, 
from him whom they called their God: All of them thinking, cither 
that the Laws are a-divine thing, worthy of admiration, and exceeding 
profitableto mankind, or thatthe people, inregard ofthe exellency 
thereof, and for feat of the Gods, would the {ooner obey them. 

The fecond Law-giver of the Egyptians was Safochis, a Prince of 
great wifdom, who, as they fay, added many things to the religion and 
veneration of the Gods; was the Inventor of Geometry, and taught 
the inhabitants of Egypt the courfe of the ftars. 

The third was King Sefoffris, who by his Inftitutions ordained ma- 
ny things touching matters of War, and the feveral Charges thereof. 

The fourth that ordained Laws in Egypt, and fettled Commerce, 
and Judgment amongft men, was King Veechoris, whofe memorie for 
the acutenefs of his wit remaines untill this prefent in many places: He 
was 
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was, they fay, of 2 weake conftitutio uf body, and of all others moft 
avaricious. | | 
After. Vecchoriss Amafis added miany things to the Lawes of his 4m/s she 
Predeceffors ; he made Conftitutions concerning Mosarchy, and the ™* 
total fignory of Egypt. They write of him, that he yas a very provi- 
dent Prince, anda lover of right and equity; for which reafon, the 
Egyptians, though he was not of the blood Royal, made him their 
King. When the Eltenjiens, being occupied in the Olympick conten- 
tion, fent their Ambaffadors unto him, to know how that contention 
might be juftly managed, he anfwered, by the Elvex/es ceafing from 
contending therein, To Polycrates, the Prince of Samos, who was his 
Confederate, and Aly, he fentan Ambaffage(for that he evilly intrear- 
ed both his {ubjects, and ftraingers that failed into his Country) to de- 
fire him that he would ufe more moderation towards them. Where- 
unto; when Polycrates defpifing his counfel wotlld give no regard, he 
by exprefs Letters departed from his alliance with him; fending him 
word, how forafmuch as he was certain that he would ere long under- 
gothe punifhment of his tyranny ufed to his fubjeés and ftrangers, he 
would not be conftrainedto grieve atthe misfortune and mifery of 
his friend, The Greeks exceedingly adinired the prudence of this King; 
for fhortly after, that befel unto Policrates which he had foretold, Da- ; 
vius, the father of Xerxes, wasthe fixththat added fome thing to the 27 the 
ey ioe dw es . fixth. 
Laws of the Egyptians, who, difliking the impiety of Cambifes, his 
Predeceflozs, ‘towards the Gods, lived gently and affably amongft 
them, converfing very familiarly withthe Priefts, of whom he learned 
Theology, and being made acquainted by them with the noble Ads 
contained in their facred Writings he compofed an Hiftory of the 
magnificence of the ancient Kings of Egypt, and their humanity to- 
wards their fubjeéts , of whofe vertues he was fo great an Imitator, 
that he alone amongft all the other Kings was (in his life time) ftiled a 
God by the Ezypttans, who after his death did him allthofe honors 
which were done to their ancient Kings. Now thefe Laws; whereof 
we have made mention before, were eftablifhed by the firft Kings to 
their exceeding glory, but fince thofe times many of them, which were 
approved of, and oblerved, were altered and abolifhed by the Mace- 
donians. 
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Of Philofophers, Poets, and other excellent men among st the 
Greeks, which travelled into Egypt for the 
acquiring of Kunowledg, 


V E will now declare what wife and learned perfons eame in’ 
y ¥_ times paft out of Greece into Egypt, to attain the knowledg of 
their Laws and Sciences. “Bheir Priefts make mention , how it is con- 
tayned intheir facred Books, that Orpheus, Mufews, Melampus, the Poet 
Himer, and Licurgus of Sparta, were the firft that paffed into Egypt ; 
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and afterthem Selon of Athens, Plato the Philofopher, Pythagoras of 
Samos, Eudoxus the Mathematician, Democritus the Abderite, and Ino- 
pis of Chios of all which there are marks yet remaining in Egypt ,name- 
ly,the pourtraitures of fome,and of others the places, which have taken 
their names, either from them, or from the fect and doétrine that they 
followed. Certainly all thefePhilofophers,learned in Egypt whatfoever 
made them worthy of admiration amongft the Greeks ; for Orpheus (as 
the Egyptians {ay )brought from thence divers Hymns of the Gods, 
the Celebration of the Orgies of Bacchus, and the fiction of Hell; for 
indeed the Ceremonies of Ofiris are altogether like to thofe of Diont- 
fins, and thote of Ifis to them of Ceres 5 without any other difference, 
then that of names. He introduced inlike manner the pains of the 
damned,the Elizian fields, and the ufe of Statucs, which he took from 
the manner of burials, and fepulchers in Egypt. He feigned alfo, that 
Mercury, according to the ancients, conduéted the fouls of the dead to 
the places where they were to abide: And it was the cuftom of’ the 
Egyptians that he, which brought back the body of the Bull 4pzs,fhould 
caft fomething, that was cut off, to Cerberus, which was there by. 

All thefe, introduced by Orpheus into Greece, were by Homer, in 
imitation of him, fet down in his Poem; for he faith, that Mercury, 
having a rod in his hand, calls unto him the fouls of the Demi-Gods 
and Princes; and that afterwards they walk neer to the floods of. the 
Sea, to the white Rock, and the gates of the Sun, things devifed by the 

eople. He faithalfo, thatthere isa green Meadow, wherein are the 
fouls of little children, that is, the images of them dead. He calls Nz- 
lus the Ocean, becaufe the River was by the Egyptians named fo, The 
City of Heliopolis he terms the gates of the Sun; and he thinks, that the 
Meadow is the abode of them which are tranfported over the Lake of 
Acheron, into the pleafant Meadows full of Canes, which are hard by 
Memphis , adding further, that the dead abide in thofe places, becaufe 
the Sepulchers of the Egyptians arc for the moft partthere. The man- 
ner which the Egyptians obferve in pafling dead bodies over the Lake 
of Acheron unto their Sepulchers, and many others things, which ftill 
they ufe, have given way to the fables, which the Greeks have devifed 
of Hell : for the barque that carries the corps, which they call Yurzs; is 
called by the Greeks, Epibathra, faying that they give an halfpeny to 
the Ferryman, who by the people of the Country isnamed Charon ; 
and that in thefe places is the Temple of Proferpina the Tenebrous, and 
the gates of Cocytus, and Stix, feperated the one from the other by cer- 
tain Towers of Brafs; There are others alfo that are called the gates of 
Verity, neer to the which is a Statue of Juftice without an head. 

Many other things are recounted for fables, which yetare ftillin 
being, and continue their name and ftructure: For inthe City of 4- 
chantha beyond Nilus , towards Libia, and fome ten leagues from 
Memphis, there is a Veffel full of holes, wherein three hundred and 
threefcore Pricfts do every day fetch water from the River of Nilus. 
The fable likewife of the facred AfS is fhewed to this day infome of 
their Solemnitics, wherein the knots tyed at the end of a long cord are 
unloofed by thofe that follow after him. 

The 
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The Egyptians fay further,that Melampus tranfporte:! the divine Cere- 
monies of Déonifius, which he had feen in Egypr, into Greece; and thar 
he taught that whichis {poken of the Battel between Saturn and the 
Titans, as alfo whatfoever the Gods elfe fuffered therein. 

They fay likewife, that Dedalvs made his Labyrinth in imitation of oedalus 
the wanderings of that in Ezypt,which is now in being. Some hold, that 
Mendetus cauied itto be built; others fay,that it was King Mare, a long 
time before Saturn raigned. The number of the ancient Statues, which 
are inthe Labyrinth of Egypt , is fuch as is in that which Dedalus made 
in Greece: Trueitis, that Dedalws was the Architeé of that great and 
goodly Porch, whichis beforethe Temple of Vulcan in the City of 
Memphis, and thatthe people tor the framing of fuch a rare work per- 
mitted him to fet up his Statue in that Temple, which accordingly he 
did, and made it himfelf of wood. The inhabitants of the Country, 
for the excellency of his Art, and for haying been the Inventer of 
many things, did (tohis great glory) honor him as a God ; and to 
this day there is in one of the quarters of the City of Mewphis a Tem- 
ple dedicated unto him. 

Now that Homer had beenin Egypt, there are great prefumptions gomer: 
of it, efpecially the drink which Helena gaveto Telemachus tomake __ 
him forget things paft; for itis certain that fuchadrink of oblivion 
(which Howser writes was compofed by Helena) was firft of all made 
by Polydumna, the wite of Thonss, inthe City of Thebes in Egypt, where 
women do at this prefent ufe fuch medicines; andit is faid, thatin 
the City ot Helzopilis only (for Heliopolis and Thebes are one and the Yeliopolis and 
fame City) the medicines againft griete and anger, efpecially in former five in Fg ype 
times, were to be had. Spree 

Moreover the Egyptians call Venus by herancient name, golden Golden renns 
Veaus , and itis certain, that neer unto Memphis there is a field called the 
field of golden Fenus, 

Furthermore, that which the Greeks relate of the Nuptials of 
Fupierand funo, as alto of their peregrination into Ethiopia, feem 
tobe drawn from the Egyptians yearly carrying the Tabernacle of 
Fupiter over Nilus intoLibsa, and the bringing of it back certaine days 
after into its former place again, as it -fwpiter returned out of 
Ethiopia. le 

Likewife Licurgus, Plato, and Solon, carried many Laws and ome 
Conftitytions to their Republiques, which they had taken from the se/oa. 
Lgyptiaas, 

Pythagoras alfo out of the facred writings of Egypt learned.Geome- Pythagoras. 
try, Arithmetick, and the Tranfmigravation of Souls ‘from one 
body to another. 

They thinke withall, that Democritus did in his five years abode pip ciey, - 
in Egypt gainthe knowledg of many {ecrets of Aftrology. , 

Finally, Imapis, having long converfed with the Priefts and Aftro- Inopit. 
logers.of Egypt, tran{ported into Greece the knowledg of the Suns 
mot:on, and the courfe of the other Stats, together with many other 
things worthy of memory , which he had learned of thofe Aftro- 
logers. : 
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The beft, and moft excellent Carvers of Images, that have been 
greatly honored in times paft, were 7. heledews and Theedorus , the fons 
of Rhicws, by whom the Statue of Apollo Pithius in Sames was made : 
the moity whereof (according to report ) was the workmanfhip of 
Theledens, and the other part of it was perfected in £ phefus by Theodo- 
rus his brother: Which feverall parts being aflembled and joyned to- 
gether, the whole body proved to be fo well done and proportioned, 
that it feemed to be cut and made by one alone mafter, which was an 
Art and manner of working, unknown to the Greeks , but altogether 
common and ufuall in Egypt. For amongft all Nations, the Egypttans 
only did not meafure the compofition of Statues and Images by the 
eye, but made them by dementions , and the compafs; to the end that 
the Statue might be compofed of many and divers ftones, by well ob- 
ferving the meafures and proportions ; a thing verily worthy of admi- 
rations Namely, that many Artifansin feveral places agree fo well 
together in one meafure, that one Statue fhall be compofed oftentimes 
of twenty, and fometimes of forty peeces ; which is verified in the faid 
Image of Samos,that is like to the workmanthip of Egypt, divided from 
die head to the privities, with fuch conformitic and refemblance, as it 
{cems to be the work of one onely Work-man, being after the fafhion 
ofthe Statues of Egypt, with the hands extended abroad , and the legs 
as if one were walking, Having hitherto fpoken of the Egyptians , we 
will now come to the Alfyrians. 
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“Fhe Third ‘Book. 


The Proem, 


A. Frer we have handled in the precedent Book the matters which contere 
[ \ ned the Gods of the Egyptians , their firft Kings » their Laws, their, 
Cuftomes their S acrifices, the nature of Nilus , ana other things worthy of 
memory 5 the third Book fhal contain the Antiquities of Afia, be ining at 
the raign of the Aifyrians. In Afia then raigned in former ages ih 
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The Acts of Ninus the firft King of Afia, 


PRY firft King of the Affyrians , which could finde out writers 
APN to fet forth his Aéts; was Ninus ; who naturally inclined to 
2@) War, and covetous of honour and glory , after he had firft 
Rise cxercifed for along time together the luftieft and ftrongeft 
young men ofall his Kingdome in Armes, in the perils of War, and in 
patiently enduring all paines and labour, he raifed a mighty Army, 
and entring intoleague with Aricus, King of the Arabians, whofe 
riches in thofe times (as things ftood then ) were more to be feared, 
then their Forces, Thefe Arabians have alwayes preferved their liber- 
ticjand would never fuffer any forraign Prince to have dominion over 
them ; fothat neither the Kings of Perfia, nor thofe of the Macedonians 
( although they were more powerfull in Armes) could ever be mafters 
oftheir Kingdome. For Arabia is 2 country unexpugnable to a for- 
: raign 
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raign Enemy, by reafon itis partly defart and uninhabited , and partly 
barren and dry, as aifo forthe wantit hath of water, although there 
be notwithftanding many Wells and Fountains in it , but they are con- 
cealed, and onely known to the Inhabitants there living. 

Ninus then , accompanied with the King.of Arabia, lead his Army 
againft the Babilonians; now the City of Babylon was not built at thar 
time, but there were many great Towns inhabited thereabout , which 

che King of through dif-ufe of Armes, being eafily {ubdued, their King whom he 
che Babylonians had taken prifones, together with his children,he put to death, and imn- 
vaoquithed,& nofed a tribute onthe vanquifhed. Next marching from thence into 
pacco deaths "emia, after he had reduced certain Towns thereof under his obe- 
dience, King Barzanes , feeing himfelf inferior to Ninws in Forces, 
came and met him with many rich prefents, and yeilded himfelf and 
An 2@ worthy his Kingdom unto him, who, acting the part of a Noble and generous 
ofaKing. Prince, reftored Barzanes to his Kingdom again, without any other 
condition, then that he fhoutd fupply him with men and victuals, 
Paffing on then with a greater Army againft the Meds , King Far- 
The King of 72 incountring him, gave him Battaile , wherein he was vanquithed , 
the Meaes rae and taken prifoner with his wife and feven children, and was after- 
Ken prifonets wards crucified, 
and cruciieds Minus , clared with fuch profperous fortune, refolved to make him- 
felf Lord of all Afia, thaclyes between the two Rivers of Tages and 
Nilws. And truly itiscommonly feen, thatthe happy fuccels of ens 
terprifes gives aman hope and defire of executing greater. Where- 
fore having made one ot his friends Governour of Megara, he departed 
to fubdue the reft of Afia, which in feverteen years he brought under 
his fubjeétion, India and Bactria excepted, But they that have written 
the A@s of this Nrwus, have notin particular fet down the Battails, 
that were fought, northe number of the vanquifhed; and therefore 
we will fuccinétly declare the moft notable ones, according to the 
hi opinion of Crefias of Guidia, who faith, That inthis great conqueft, 
rath ean Ninus {ubdued all the Maritine Naticns of the Levant, and their 
Nin, neighbours, namely the Egypteans, the Phenictans, thofe of the interior 
Syria,of Cilicia, Pamphilia, Lycia,Caria, Phrigia,Mifia, Lydia, Troas; and 
Phrigia upon the Hellefpont , the Country allo of Propontis , Bithynta » 
Cappadocia,ind all the ttrange and barbarous people about Mare major, 
evento the River of Tanats. He added likewile to his Empire the Ca- 
dufians, the Taphyrt, the Hircanians the Dranges, the Dernices, the Car- 
manians, the Coronians, the Rhombes, the Vocarnians, the Parthians, the 
Perfians alfo and Sufians, together with the Cafpzans, the entrance unto 
whom is fo ftraite and difficult, as itis called the Cafpsan gates, and 
many other unknown Nations befides , which to account in particular 
would be longer then all our Hiftory. | 

Having afterwards began a War againft the Bacfrians , and fecing 

_ that they defended themie!ves, both with numbers of men, and difh- 
culty of places, he refolved to retire, and defer the enterprife to ano- 
ther time, bringing back his Armie into Syria, where he chofe outa 
place, commodious for the buildiag of a City , which (as he had fur- 
mounted other Kings in glory and high exploits) he determinedto 

make 
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make fo.great, asthe like had never been before , nor ever fhould be 
after. 3 
Hereupon Nizws having fent away the King of 4rabia, and his For- 
ces into their Country, greatly inriched and laden with gifts and fpoil, , 
and affembled from all parts a mighty company of people together, 
and all other things neceflary forfuch a work, he founded his City on 
the River of Exphrates ; making it not altogether {quare , but two of 
the fides longer then the other two ; for eachof the longeft walls were | 
ten leagues in length, and the other two not fully fix apeece, fo that 
it was in all one and thirty leagues about. And truly he was not fru- 
ftrated of his hope, for there hath not been a City found fince of fo 
great a circuit, or that had fuch a fumptuous and magnificent wall, the 
height whereof was tf feventeen fadome or thereabout, and the thick- + 100, Fost, 
nefs fuch, as three Carts might goa front on it; the Towers of it were 
in number fifteen hundred, all of them * thirty and four fathom high. * 300, Foot. 
Now to render this City populous and well inhabited, he conftrained 
the Affyrians , efpecially the richeft of them, to dwell there ; and with- 
all admitted into it all fuch of the neighboring Nations, as would 
come thither; ordaining thatthe City fhould in memory of him be 
called after his name, Nenive 3 which done he divided amongft the in- 
habitants thereof the Territory next unto it. : 


ee 


Crar. If, 


. 
¥ 


of Semyramis her birth, beginning, and rifing. 


ee 


ae 
oe 
¢- 
cB 


‘lInus , having founded fo great and magnificent a City , determi- 
N nedto convert all his Forces againft the Bacfrians , in whofe 
Country he took Semyramis to wife , who being moft famous among ft 
all other women, it willnotbe from our purpofe if we deliver the 
manner how fhe came from a poor and low eftate to fuch an height of 
elory and reputation. 

There is in Syriaa City named 4fcalon , and not far from ita Lake 
abounding with fith, neer unto the which isthe goodly Temple of the 
Goddefs, whom they call Dercera, carrying the face of a woman, and 
all the reft of the body the formof a fifh; Now for acaufe hereof the 
inhabitants of this Country dorecountthis Fable, Venus meeting on | 
atime with this Goddefs Derceta, made her fall in love with a beauti- Deere se 
full young man that facrificed unto her , who begot on her a daughter: myramss, 
but the Goddefs, afhamed of her mif-deed, drove away the father 
from her, and expofed the daughter ina defert place and tull of rocks, 
where were a great number of Birds, by whom, according to the di- 
vine providence, the child was nourifhed. Howbeit the mother com- 
pelled by fhame and grief, wentand drowned her felf in the Lake 
where fhe was converted into a Fifh: from whence it is that the Syrians 
have even unto our time abftained from eating thofe kind of Fifhes, but 
adore them as Gods. Moreover they tell another marvellous thing, 

That the birds fuftaining the child ontheir wings fed her with cds 
which 
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eon tote Rad which they got from the fhepheards adjoyning Cottages ; and that at 
by birds, the end of a year, in regard the child ftood in need of more fubftantial 
meat, they nourithed her with cheef taken from the fame Cottages , 
which the fhepards having difcovered by the continual pecking of - 
their cheefes, they found out the child, whom they bred up amougft» 
them, and afterwards for her excellent beauty made-a prefent of her to: 
the Kings fupet-intendanit over the fheepheards of that Province, na- 
med Simma , who havingno children brought her up with great care 
From whence as his own daughter, and called her Semyramis , after the name of the 
Senyramis hed birds, which had fed her 5 (for inthe Syrian tongue they are termed 
" {9 ) which from thence forward were adored by them of the Country 
as Gods. | 
This is that which the Fables fay of the birth of Semyrammis 5 with 
whom, being then marriageable , and furpaffing all other Virgins in 
beauty ; Menon, the Governor of Syria, who had been fent by the 
Semrama King to take account of his Cattle; and was lodged in Simmaes houfe, 
marriedto fel] {o defperately in love, as he'would needs make her his wife, and 


Menon th . ae : Tar se 
Gonernos of Carried her afterwards to the City of Ninive, where he. had two fons 
Syria by her, Fapetes and Idafpes, Now whereas the rare beauty of Seamyra- 


mis was adorned with many graces and vertues, her hufband , being 
whoily devoted unto her, would do nothing without her advice and 

confent. as 
Ninus then, having built his City, as is faid already, applyed all his 
mind to the making of Wat ih Ba¢trza, a mountainous Country, dif- 
ficile of accefs,and ftrong in the multitude and power of men; fo thar 
finding he had profited little in his. former expedition thither 5 he 
thought it was needful for him to raife greater Forces then before: 
Wherefore he affembled together choyce and pick’d men from all 
BE eae in greatnumbers, and marched againft the Bacfriams, having in 
2 ae is Army (according to the faying of Crefias ) {eventeen hundred thou- 
Ree 8 Gand Foot, two hundred thouland Horfe, and little lefs then ten thou- 
eee pos fand and fix hundred Chariots, armed with fharp and-cutting Sythes. 
rooes arg Lis exceffive number of Soldiers, will appear, it may be, incredible 
600. awed tothe hearerss but he that willconfider the greatnefs of Affa, andthe 
Chariot. snultitude of Nations that are therein,it will not feem impoffible. For 
if any one will look upon the enterprife which King Darzws undertook 
againft the Scythians wherein there were eight hundred thoufand mens 
the pafface which Xerxes made into Greece with almoft an infinite 
number of Soldiers; and the things which have been done fince in 
pyonifius out Exrope, he will not deny that which we fay : For out of one of the Ci- 
Oe oe ag. ties of Italy, Siracnfaalonc, Dyonifins railed an Army of an hundred 
cufaraifed and twenty thoufand Foot, and twelve thoufand Horfe ; as alfo rigged 
she thy forth out of one only Port four hundred Gallies, partly of three oars, 


s2000 Horfe, and partly of five oarsona fide, The Romans likewife, a little before 
behdes 400 Hannibals time, forefeeing the greatnefs of the War againft the Car- 


Galliese —thagintans, madc aneftimate, in Italy, as well of their Citizens, as of 
their‘Alies, that were fitand proper for the Wars, and they found, by 
the Rolls which were made of them, the number to be little lefs then 
amillion; yet Ztaly is not to be compared for number of perfons with 
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one ofthe Provinces of 4/4. And this we have been willing to fet 
forth, to the end one may not judge of the numerofity of people in for- 
mer times, by the prefent folitude of Towns, that are little inhabited 
and almoft lying watfte. ; 
Winws then, leading this huge Atmy into Baéfria, a ftraitand rough 
Country, divided his Forces.into divers parts. Now there are in this 
Region many greatFowns and. Noble Cities. one‘ot the which, and 
the chiefeft, is named Baciria, far excelling all the, reft. both for 
the bignefs thereof, ‘and for a'Caftlethat is in it, wonderfully ftrong. 
Zorafteswas at thattime King of the Battrians, who having levied an 
Army of Four hundred thoufand ftour men, marched againft Ninwe 
to the Frontiers of his Kingdome’, and of fet purpofe fuffered one part 
ofthe Af/priansxo efiter into his Country ; unto whom he gave Battel, 
vanquifhed them: chafed them; and purfued them with continual exe- 
cution ; to tle Mountains that’4re’nearthereunto ; fo thatinthis In- 
counter, he defeated and killed an hundred thoufind of his Enemyes, 
But Névus giving {peedy fuccour'to his men, the Badtrians were repul- 
fed and overcome by the great multitude of Affyrians, every one flying Bh tra ox 
away to defend hisown City; by means whereof Ninus entering into 
their Land,took all the Towns and places thereof,except Bactria; which 
he could not force,'in regard of tlie natufal ftrength of the fituation of ' 
it, and thatit was alfo throughly provided with alt things neceflary: The City ‘of 
for the Guard/and Defence of fuch a City but he befieged it, Pourphade! 
‘Now becaufe the Siege induted long, ‘the husband of Semyramp,* 
who wasin N¥nus Army, impatient of his wives abfence, through the 
extreme love that he bore to hier, fent for het to the Camp.; She thar: 
was adifcreet woman,and of a greater courage then ordinarily is found 
in that Sex, feeing an Opportunity and means to fhew her V ertue, un- 
dertook the Journey, though it was along way thither: and to per- 
form it the better, Semyramés attired her felf witha Garment made of 
fuch a fathion, as it could not be difcerned “whether the. were 4 mar of 
a woman; which ferved withal to keep her fromthe heat of the Sun as 
fhe trayelled, being light, ahd proper todo any thing therein; fo that 
for the commodioufnefS of it, both the Medes, and afterwards the Per- 
fians, when they held the Empire of 4fia, did a longtime after ufe 
no garment of any other fafhion then this of Semyramis. She being 
arrived then at the Camp, and having obferved the order of the Seige, 
as.alfo the places and fituation of theCity, fhe perceived that the Caftle, 
naturally {trong, and difficile of accefS; ’ as-is aforefaid, and ‘whither 
none had ever yet tryedtoget up, Was unfurnifhed of men for the 
Guard thereof, all the Bactrians being at that time wholly intentive 
oni the defence of the lower parts of the City towards the Aifyrians, as 
they that held the Caftle to ibe inexpugnable and fafe from. all at- 
tempts. . Whereupon 's ezsyramis chofe out of the whole Army, fuch 
as were moit inured to climb fteep and rocky places, who with much 
dificuity clambering up through roughand cragey paffages, gave her 
the means to gain one part of the Caftle 5 which having done, fhe to 
amaze the Enemy, began tomake amighty noife, giving afign to 


the Befiegers,that the Caftle was taken ; wherewith they that were in The City of 
L the Badtria taken, 
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the City were fo terrified, as they abandoned the Defence thereof, and 
fought to fave their lives by flight. 


Cua pe Hf. 


After the death of Menon, Ninus takes Semyramis to wife, 
«hath, a Son by hers. and them dyes: 


aba City of Badtria thus taken, . Niaus' admiring, the Vertue’ and 
Prowes of Semyramis,firft of all prefented her, with many fich gifts, 
4iid then vanquithed by her extreme beauty, he laboured to perfwade 
Ménon her husband, thache would willingly and of his own accord 
feave her unto him to be his wife, in recompence. whereot he promifed 
to marry himto,his daughter, named Sofana: and becaufe he would 
rot confent thereunto, Niaws threatned to pluck outhis eyes ; which 


Menon ftcan- Menon fearing, and tormented befides with the love of Semyrams, he 
glesbimfelf — ftrangled himfelf: whereupon Ninus took herto wife, and then being 


poffeffed of all the Bactrians Treafures, which came to a moft a 
Mats of Gold and Silver, he fetled the affairs of the Country and; dit- 
miffed his Army. He had a fon by Semyramis, whom he called after his 
own name, Ninws, and fhortly after died, leaving the Empire of Afia to 

oy iets daa wife:He was interred atNinive,in the Sepulcher which was made for 

oh Nims. him ofa marvellous bignefs, being imheight, according to Céefias, nine 
hundred thirty and feven fathom and an half,and above half a league a- 
bout: which huge Struture,in regard the City ts feated ina plain Coun- 
try by Euphrates,is {een afar off, as it were a Caftle , and it is faid, that 
it is yetin being, although the Medes did long fince deftroy the City of 
Ninive, when they ruled over the L/fyriaus. 


Cuar. IV. 
The high and famous Acts of Semyramis, and the building of Babylon. 


Emyramis, awoman of agteat fpirit, defiring to furpafs her husband 

__. 4. Ninus inglory and reputation, refolved to build a City in the Pro- 
Papen, vince of Babylon, and for that effect having affembled from all parts a 
Babylotte world of Architeéts, and Artifans, as alfo made provifion of all things 
neceffary for fo great a work, fhe imployed three millions of men about 

aoe iat it, which fhe had drawn together out of all Nations under her Domi- 
building of ic.10n: She founded her City on both fides of Eupbrates,the River run- 
The circuit of ing through the midft of it, the walls of it were in circuit twenty two 
Die ee leagues anda half, thick fet with many great Towers; and the breadth 
andanbalf. Of them was fuch,as fix Chariots might be driven a front on them ; the 
ote heighth of them, according to the opinion of Crefias, was almoft incre- 
rach as fix cha~ Gible ; but as Clearchus, and others, that pafled with Alex ander into A- 
riots might go fia, have written, the walls were * threefcore and one fathom high. Now 
front 08 On every day of the year was one furlong of the wall erected, {fo that 
The beight of it Contained fo many furlongs as there are dayes in the year : The coun- 
che walls — ¢ermure was made of brick and bitumen, beingin height, as Ctefias 


* 266, foot. . iS 
i, faith, two and forty fathom or thereabouts: bur according to others, 
twelve 
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twelve fathom &a half, & fo broad as two Chariots at the leaft might 
go a front onic: having two hundred and fifty Towers,each of chem as 
high and thick as thofe of the walls. Now one is not to marvel if there 
be fo few Towers in fuch a large Circuit of the countermure, for in re- 
gard of the many Marifhes about the City, there was no need of them 
in places that were fo well fortified by nature; between the walls and 
the houfes of the Inhabitants, there were void {paces four {Core fathom 
wide. Semyramis, to the end this work might be the fooner finithed, 
gave the charge of every furlong building to fome one of her friends, 
with money to defray the expence thereof. 

Thefe marvellous wals being with great care and diligence quite per- 
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The Bridge of 


fected ina yeer, the Queen built a Bridg over the River,ata place where Babylon. 


it was narroweft, which was a quarter of a league inlength, or more: 
the Bridge was fuftained by huge Pillars of Stone, fixed in the bottom 
ofthe water, fome twelve foot diftant one from another,and the ftones 
thereof were bound together with great iron bars, that were faftned 
in with moulten Lead; before the Piilars were mighty angles framed 
of {tone, to break the violence of the current of the River, that fo the 
Pillars might be fecured from the force of the water: This Bridge, 
which was thirty foot broad, fhe caufed to be floored with great joyfts 
and planks of Cedar, Cipres, and Palm trees; a work verily, no- 
thing inferior to any other that fhe did in hertime. Oneither fide of 
the Bridge fhe drew a Wall of the fame thicknefs asthe outward wall 


of the City was ; at cach end ofthe Bridge fhe built agreat and fump-.A Caftte or 


tuous Caftle or Palace, as well to take the profpeét of the City, ‘as ‘Sevals Ee 
a a 


to ferve for a Bulwark unto it. . One ofthe Palaces was {eated on the biidge: 


Eaft fide, and the other on the Weft, the River of Ewphrates running 


between them towards the South, both of them huge and marvellous Hass 


works, forthat which was on, the Eaft, was firft of all invironed 
with an outward wall, four leagues about, or little le(, high and fump- 
tuous, made of brick :, then there was another wall within, on whofe 
bricks, before they were burnt;were many Creatures drawn to the life, 
each one fet forth in,colours according :to its natural fimilitude; and 
this wall was in circuit two leagues and a half, three hundred bricks in 
thicknefS,and fifty paces high!: ‘There was alfo a third wall wherewith 
the Caftle or Palace was incloféd which was-almoft two leagues about, 
and {urmounted the fecond wall imheight and: thicknefs: On this wal 
and the Towers thereof, \ were the figures of divers Creaturesin their 
natural form and colour ¢-as likewife the hunting of all kind of Beafts, 
every of them a fathom high,! and:there was Semyramis alfo to be {een 
onhorfe-back, ftriking a Leopard'thorough with a dart, and her Hut 
band Ninys hard by her wounding a Lion with his Javelin: Moreover 
the added tothis ‘Palace, three ftately Gates, which were inriched 
with many rare ornaments of Brafs';, and therefore it did much excel 
that on the other fide of the River as well for greatnefs, as for beaut 

and magnificence ; forthe outward wall of that onthe Welt, which 


and in ftead-of thofe Creatures before mentioned, it had Statues of 
Brafs to the refemblance of Ninus, Semyrams, and of their Rulers, in | 
L 2 alfo 


: ; le aap ty The Palace on 
was only of brick; contained in circuit but two leagues at the mokts ce Wea fae 
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alfo of Fupiter, whom the Babylonions call Belus: there was likewife 
painted on it, Armies fetin battel Array, and feveral kinds of hunting, 
very pleafant to behold. 
Afterwards, inthe loweft place ofthe Citie of Babylon, Semyrans 
The Lake of Cauled a fourfquare Lake to be digged, whofe wals were of brick and 
Babyloncwelve bycumen, twelve leagues and a half about, and thirty five foot deep; 
Kagues and 2 into either fide of the Lake fhe drew achannel of water from the River 
: of Enphrates, for her to gofrom her Palace to the Lake: there were 
on atic fide ofthe Channel, Arches of Brick, which were covered 
with bytumen four footthick: The wall of the channel was twenty 
bricks broad, and twelve foot high above the Arches. This work 
being fully accomplifhedin feven dayes, fhe returned the River of 
Euphrates into his former courfe, and the made Gates of Coppet at ei- 
ther end of the channel, which werein being until the Raign of the 
Perfians. Furthermore, the builea Temple in the midft of the City 
The Temple to the honor of fupiter Belus, the Greatnefs and magnificence whereof 
Nat is not found inany Writings, nor in the memory of living men: ne- 
verthele(s it iscertain, that the wonderful height of this Temple was 
fuch, as the Chaldeans did by the means thereof, come to the true 
knowledg and obfervation of the courfe of the Stats, as well to the Eaft 
asto the Welt, and that it was framed of brick and bytumen with ex- 
cellent Art,and infinite coft: In the higheft and moft eminent part of 
this Temple, fhe caufed three huge Statues of Gold to be eredted, 
namely, of Fupiter, of Funo, and of ops, whereof that of Fupiter is 
ftill in being forty foot high, and weighing a thoufand Babylonian Ta- 
Jents, thatofops, fet ina chair, was of the like weight, haviens two 
Lions ftanding at her knees, and neer to them two mighty great 
Serpents of Silver, each of them weighing thirty Talents 5 the 
Statue of Juno ftanding upright , was four {core Talents in 
weight, holding in herright hand the head of aSerpent, and in the 
left a Scepter of Stone = For thefe three Statues, there was a Table or 
Altarof Gold, common tothemall, forty foot long, and twelve foot 
broad, weighing fifty Talents : there were moreover two Goblets or 
Cups of Gold, weighing both together thirty Talents, and as many 
Genfers of the fame weight and metal: befidesthefe,there were three 
_great drinking bowls of Gold,whereof that dedicated toF-upiter weigh- 
ed twelve hundred Babylonian Talents, and each of the eh two half 
fo much. All which Riches the Kings of Perfia carried afterwards a- 
way; andthe Palaces, and other fingularities of Babylon have been con. 
fumed by fucceffion of time, or deftroyed by men;fo as of all that great 
City, thereis atthis prefent buta fmal remainder left. 

: There was alfo nearto one of the Caftles or Palaces, a Garden 
pre ,, banging as.it were inthe Air, not made by Semyramus, but afterwards, 
ner insbe air. DY 2 King named Sivas,at the requeft of a Concubine of his, who being 

a Perfian, and defiring te fee Meadows on Mount ains, afterthe manner 
of her Country, perfwaded the man to frame a Garden by Art, that 
might in trees and Meadows reprefent the Region of Perfia. Each fide 
of this Garden was eight {core fathom long, and the goings to it, as it 
were to a mountain, were one degree higher then another, to the end 


that 
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chat ones fight might from thence extend to all parts thereabouts’: 
The foundations that bore all the weight of the building, were laid 
upon Arches which were built up (til one‘over the another, as thework 
rofe higher and higher from the bottom tothe top, fo that ‘the laft and 
higheft Stage of the Arches, whercon the platform ofthe Garden was 
placed, was twelve fathom and:a half in heigth, and two broad: the 17's, 
walls which inclofed the Garden, and that were raifed with an infinite 
charge, were two and twenty foot thick :: The whole foundation was 
made in this manner, Firft were pitched in the bottom of all,great ftones 
fixteen foot long, and twelve broad; upon them, fora pavement, Were 
reeds laid faft compacted together with bytamen, and upon them two 
rowes of bricks joyned clofe with mortar, which were covered with 
fheets of Lead to keep out all wet from foaking into the Arches , 
and then were there Receptacles to convey away the rains laftly, on 
the top of all the pavement a mighty mafs of earth, fufficient to give 
rooting to the greateft trees, made up the Garden, whieréin a number of 
soodly trees, and of all forts,exceedingly delighted the fight of thofe 
that beheld them; the Arches withal gave fo much light to one another, 
as there were lodgings in them as in a Palace ; there was alfo an Aque- 
dué fecretly carried along co water the Garden but this ftrange and 
huge work was made, as we have before-declared, long after the timte 
of Semyramis, who built many Cities and Towns on the Rivers of Eu- 
phrates and Tigris, wherein fhe eftablifhed Marts for all the Commo- 
dities which were brought ftom the Medes, Puretanians, and other ad- 
jacent Countryes - fornextto Nilws and Ganges, the nobleft Rivers of 
Afja are Euphrates and Tigris, which defcend from the Mountains of 
Armenia, four {core and fourteen leagues the one from the other; 
and running by the Medes and Paretanzans , fal into Mefopotamta , 
which they inviron on both fides, and therefore give the name un- 
to the Region; from whence flowing by B4bylon,they enter into the red 
Sea, through Sinus Perficus: thefe two mighty Rivers, after they are af- 
fembled into one, a5 alfo the Towns that are feated upon them, brin 
great profit to them that frequent them, fo that the Merchants whitch 
dwell neer thofe waters are exceeding rich. 
This Queen Sewyramis caufed a huge ftoneto becut out of the 
Mountains of Armenia, fix and twenty fathomlong, and four broad 
and thick, which being carried by 4 great many Carts fet together, to 
the River of Euphrates,and from thence in a Ship to Babylon, the caufed 
to be rected iti the greateft P#at% a of the City,a thing marvellous to be- 
hold, and whicli for its form Was called an Obelifque, reckoned amongft 
the feven wonders of the world. } 
Now although there be many other things in Babylon to be admired, 
yet is not theinfinite quantity of Afphalta or Bytumen which grows aghatea ot 
there, the leaft to be marvelled ats for it rifes up in fuch abundantce,as bytumen ufed 
it fuffices, not only for the building of thofe great and fumptuous Bdi- ‘9, Bead of | 
fices, but alfo the irinumerable people which are there, doufe it for, and ring. 
in ftead of fuel, after they have dried it;fo exceeding much is the quan- 
tity of ic that comes from the Fountain whence it{prings. Near unto 
it is an overture of the earth; not great, but ofa wonderful ee Ne 
there 


é Leis mers senate apes Sa ee ee Tcl ra arr 
REN RS Tennant nee FN the ai lal STS heanel z 


78 The Hiftory of Book III. 


A deadly. air, there iffueth out of it an ill {mell, as it were of Sulphur, which kills the 
Creatures that pafs by, reftraining the breath in {uch fore, asthe vapor 
being already gotin, andthe power of breathing taken away, death 
of neceffity infues thereupon. There is likewife beyond the River a cer- 

A molt dange- tain Lake or Moor,of a little circuit,cafting up a fog all round about it, 

Fous Fes wherunto ifany one do unwittingly enter,he is fuddenly drawn into the 
Moor, without being able to go back,and then coming by little and lit- 
tleto have his body benummed all over, he finks down to the bottom, 
and fo is drowned; a while after the dead corps floats on the top of the 
water. 
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. The Conguefts of Semyramis in Egypt, Ethiopia, 
: and Libia ; her expedition againft the In- 
dians ; and her Death. 


‘gnticts works being finifhed, Semyrams with a greatand mighty Ar- 
my marched:towards Media, and being arrived at a Mountain,na- 
med Bagi/tan, which is dedicated toFupiter, fhe pitched downe her 
Camp; and there in the open fields made a’'Garden three quarters of a 
league about, together witha Fountain to water it : near to the Gar- 
den fhe caufed a Rock to be cut, that was above a league high, and.on 
the lower part of it,fhe made her own Pourtrait,and that of an hundred 
men prefenting her with gifts, to be engraven,, as alfo in Siriack letters 
to be written thereon, How that rock had been fo engraven by Semy- 
rami with the hands of her Subje&s.. That donc,and after fhe had from 
the fields fide equalled the Precipice ofthe Rock, with raifing up of 
earth,: fhe mounted to the top of the Rock, and went to the City Cha- 
oniain Media, from whence beholding in the midft of a large plain an- 
other Rock of an exceffive greatnefs and height, fhe caufed another 
greatGarden to be made inthe middle of it, where for her pleafures 
and delight, the built many beautiful and fumptuous lodgings, from 
whence fhe might view aa the Garden, and all her Army which then 
lay,incamped thereabout.’ In this place fhe abode a good while,given 
upto all kind of Voluptuoufnefs; for after the death of Nizms,the would 
never marry other husband,’ fearing left the fhould thereby be depri- 
The Iaconti- ved of her Kingdom ; but the pick’d out the handfomeft men ofall her 
nencyof Smj- Army to ferve herLuft,whom,as foon as fhe had fatiated her felf with 
The Inhuma- them,fhe made away... _ : 3 
nity of Semyra- — Departing from thence, fhetook direétly by the Ecbhatanans tothe 
ie Motintain -47gya,) to afcend into.the which, the, way being very long, 
“and wonderful difficult, through rugged craggy dales,and: over fearful 
Precipices, fhe defiring to leave an immortal memory: of her name be- 
hind her, and to.make.a {peedier pafflage unto it,caufed the vallies to be 
filled up, and the Rocks to be broken down,thereby rendring,but with 


a world 
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aworld of charge, the way more eafie and fhore,; which way, until our 
time, is called Semyramu. 
*) Coming thetito Ecbatana, fhe built a rich and goodly Palace init. 
Now in regard this City, (by reafon there are no Springs about it) was in 
sreat want of water, fhe caufed'an Aqueduct, very neceffary, but with ex- 
ceeding much labour and coft, to be made there: for {ome three quarters 
of'a league from the City isa mountain ‘rough and difficult of accefs, na- 
med-Orontes, in:height from the bottom tothe top, a league and a half, 
and on the other fide of the Mountaina great Lake, whence floweth a Ri- 
-ver, which through this Aqueduct, fhe caufed to be conveyed into the Ci- 
ty, by cutting atrench through the foot of the Mountain, which was fif- 
teen foot broad, and five and torty foot deep. se | 
Thefe things thus performed in Media, Semyramis went into Perfia,and 
other Regions of Afia under her rule and dominion, sand every where 
caufed mountains and rocks to be cut in funder to make the wayes eafie for 
Travellers; andin‘piain and flat Countryes the caft up great Mounts of 
earth, whereon fhe built either Sepulchers for her Commanders, or fome 
Cities and Towns. © It was ber manner alfo to raife up high banks in her 
Camp, where fhe pitched her Tent, that from thence fhe might take a 
view of her Army: of all thefethere are many marks and ruinesin -Afia 
remaining to this day,which are {aid ftill to be the works of this Queen. 
Semyramus having afterwards run over all Egypt,and reduced the great- 
eft part of Libia under her fubjection, fhe would needs goto the Temple 
of Fupiter Ammon, to know'the end of her life from that God ; and ic is 
faid; the anfwer was, That fhe fhould dye when her-fon Ninus laid wait 
for her life, and that after her death fhefhould receive the, honor of im- 
mortality from many Nations of A/ia. 70.01 | | 
Entring into Ethiopia, and there conquering divers Lands, fhe {aw 
many fingular things init, amongft others; a Lake four {quare, fome fe- aN 
ven and twenty fathom about, whofe water is of a Vermilion colour, 
{weet of favour, and intaftenot much different ftom old’ wine; having 
befides the ftrange property to make men fo drunk, that they publikely 
confef all the fecret faults which ever they have committed ; but this .1s 
not eafily believed. “Shefaw there likewife what manner of Sepultures The Exbiopians 
che Ethiopians have tor their dead, far different from other people. For as of 
after they have Imbalmed the Corps, and put it naked into a certain vel- ; 
felofglafs, they fet itona Pillar, and inthis fortthe Corps of the De- 
ceafed may be feen through the glafs, as Herodotus faith, howbeit Cte- 
fias Gnidius veproves this , faying, That the Corps being well imbalm- 
ed, they do not put it into a veflel of glafs, for they burneit, and there- 
fore it cannot retain its form; but they put itinto an hollow ftatue of Gold 
which they inclofe in glafs, fo that this ftatue invironed with glafs, being 
fet in an high place, reprefents the fimilitude of the dead perfon; {uch are 
the Sepultures of the rich: the meaner fort put itinto a Statue of Silver, 
and the poor irito one of baked earth; and whereas there is abundance of 
glafs in Ethiopia,every one hath great {tore of it. But we will {peak here- 
after of the cuftoms of the Ethiopians, and of other things of theirs wor- 
thy of memory, whenwe come to treat of what hath been done by them 
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Semyramis, after fhe had difpofed oftheaffairs of Ephiopts and Egypt, 
marched with her Army(that was very numerous )into Bactria;where ha~ 
ving lived long in peace, and being covetous of honor and.glory,) fhe 
refolved to make a War that fhould be memorable for evers, Underftan- 
ding then, that the Indians, were the greateft Nation: of the world, and 
ssmstmer _ theit Regionvery goodly and fertile, fhe intended to imploy all her Bos- 
King of India CES againft thems) over whom, iat that time, raigned King Stanrabotes; 

fuported with agreat andmighty Army, as alfowith many, Elephants, 
trained up and inured to the wars. Mi ant to ohn Tans neat et 
Now the Gountry of zediais above all others excellent in beauty,. and 
ar goes dittinguithed jnto many parts by the Riversthat water it, where theiearth 
India, yeilds her increafe twice a yeer, and: ss ifo fertilebof things neceflary 
for mans life as itproduceth Victuals abindantly every where, 5/01. 

Iris faid, that there is never any fterility init, nor any {poile of fruits 
ot feeds s theres alfo.anincrédible number of Elephants, far to be prefer- 
ted for forceand might before thofe of Libia; there is likewifea world 
of Gold, Silver, Brafs, precious Stones, and of all other things that ¢on- 
cern riches and delight ;. whereof Semyramis being advertifed,- the: fet 
all her thoughts‘on this War ofthe Indiaes; but knowing -how great this 
Enterprife was, and whatneed fhe would have of moft mighty Forces for 
the executing of it, the fenvunto'all the Governors of her Provinces, that 
according to the bignefs of them;they thould levy all the young men that 
were moft-able and fit forthe Wars; as. alfo, to make .provifion ofall 
kind of new Arinéss and fhe commanded:thofe' which fhould be enrol- 
Jed, thac within three yeers, they fhould make their» Rendezvous at the 
City of Baétriw, where the was :. She further gave in charge to Phaws- 
cia, Syria, Ciprus, and other Maritime Countryes, where was Timber 
and other materials proper for Shipping; to prepare greatftore of: Veflels 
firtopafsupand down Rivers, that ‘might be taken afunder 5 for Indus, 
which is the greatéft Raver of all: chat Region, and which on the one fide 
ss the limitand bound of the Kingdom of India, hath need of many Vef- 
{els, as well vo pafs it over, as to drivéthe enemy from the fhoars and 
becaute there ‘are none thereabout, nor materials wherewith to make - 
them, {he was conftrained to have them carried by land from the Coun- 
try of Batiria. : an 

°S émnyv amis alfo,being inferiot to the Jadians in Elephants, bethought her 
of 4 notable wile. to amaze them, in regard they thought there were 
nérieto be had but in Jvdia,« for the killed three hundred thoufand Ox- 
cit, and having diftributed their flefh unto her Workmen, the caufed 
the'skins of themto be made in the likencfS of Elephants, which afterwards 
being ftuffed with ftraw, rightly refembled a true Elephant,and inclofed a 
man {eated on'a’'Camel withinit, to guidethis form and fimilitude of thae 
Beaft: all which fhe caufedto be done in fecret, that no inkling, might 
An Amy of come to the Iadians of it, ‘and that they being amazed at fuch an un 
Foot, socooo Forefeen thing,’ might think'them to be Elephants indeed. This being 
Ena performed in the {pace of two years, in the third fhe aflembled all her Ar- 
as many men SY together in’ Badtri4, confifting, according to the faying of Cteftas, 
on Camels w'* Of Three millions of Foot; Five hundred thoufand Horfe,and an hundred 
{words fix foot ¢hoyfand Chariots, betides as many men on Camels with {words fix tae 
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long. There were of thofe Veffels chat were to be taken afunder, 
twothoufand, which together with the fimilitudes of the Elephants, 
were carried on Camels backs, and fhe caufedthe horfes tobe accu. 
ftomed not to fear thofe counterfeit Beafts. This Stratagem Perfens 
King of Macedon would needs imitate a long time after in the War 
which he had withthe Romans, but it ferved him to no more purpofe 
then it did Semyramis, as we will declare hereafter, 
The King of India being advertifed of the wonderful ereatnefs of 
this Army, and the world of Provifions that went along with it for 
the War, endeavoured to exceed the Forces of Semyramis: And 
firft ofall he caufed four thoufand Veffels to be made of great Canes, 
proper forthe Navigation of the River; for it is faid, that there 
are in India, both in the Rivers, and in the Marfhes, an infinite mul- 
titude of Canes, whichare fo big as a man cannot fathom them, 
whereof they make very good Veffels, in repard of their ftrength and 
thicknefs: He gottogether likewife great {tore of Armes of all forts, 
and raifed an Army outof the whole Indiaes , furpaffing in num- 
ber that of Semyramis ,; moreover caufing wild Elephants to be hun- 
ted, for he trained up many to the Wars for a terror to thofe that be- 
heldthem. All Preparations needful for the War being thus made, 
he fent Ambaffadors to Semsyramis, who was then approaching, re- stanrobates his 
prehending her for her unreafonable’ Ambition,in that the would WSR Gs penne tA0cs 
war againft him without being provoked thereunto by any injury; and ‘°°°™"@""e 
accufing her many wayes befides, with calling the Gods to witne(s, he 
threatned to crucifie her if fhe were overcome in Battel.But Semyramis 
anfwered, laughing, That the bufine[s between them was to be diputed Semyramis her 
with prowe/s and valor, and not with words, oni insted 
Marching then to the River of Ivdus, the found the Kings Army 
ready to fight with her, whereupon fhe caufed her Veffels to ad- | 
vance, manned withthe beft Souldiers the had: Then wasthere a 
cruel and bloudy Confli& between them, which was a long time 
difputed with great courage and valor on either part; but at laft the 
Indian Fleet being vanquifhed, and a thoufand of their Veflels funk, 7. ip seta 
as alfoa great number of Prifoners taken, ihe caufed a bridg to be feet defeaced, 
built over the River for the better facilitating of the paflage; and pla- 4 
: ‘ % and 
cing a ftrong Guard at either end of it, fhe pafled over all her Army, Veflels funk. 
taking in the lands and Townes that were in, and upon the River; pence Eis 
and bringing into fervitude above an hundred thoufand men. The °°" ka. 
King of Jndia having (as is before declared) loft his Fleet, made 
fhew, as ifhis Land Forces were far off, and fo retired a little back, 
to the end his enemyes, thinking it was out of fear, might the 
the fooner pafs the River; which Semyramis perceiving, as if things 
went according to her wifh, fhe purfued after the Indians with all her 
whole Army, except fuchas the had left for the Guard of the Bridg. 
Now fhe had caufed the mock Elephants to march in the Front of 
her Forces, which being difcovered by the Kings Spies, they made 
report thereof to their Mafter, who was much troubled at It; but 
this Stratagem could not be long concealed, for the Indians mat- 
velling how, or where Seryramis could get fuch a multitude of Ele- 
M phants, 
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hants, they wfed fuch means as they took fome Prifoners in the 
snight out of Semyramis her Camp, which revealed to their enemies 
che counterfeiting of thofe Elephants: wherefore the King confi- 
ding in his Forces, and having acquainted his Souldiers with the 
counterfeiting of thofe Elephants, that fo all fear being taken away 
they might fight the more couragioufly , he advanced in battel 
Array againft the A(fyrians 5 the like did Semyramis againft the In- 
dians. 
Both the Armyes being then neer to one another, the King pfa- 
cedhis Horfe and Chariots in the Vant-guard, before the body of 
his Foot, to whom Semyramé having oppofed her. mock Ele- 
WT phants, no fooner was the fignall of Battell given , but the men 

at Armes were ftraightway difcomfited for their Horfes accu- 
a ftomed to the true, and not thofe counterfeit Elephants, were fo 
4 {cared with this new form of Elephants, and with the {mell. of 
them, asthey carried part of their Riders headlong into themidtt 


of their Enemyes, and ran away with others f{cattered up and down 


here and there. Semyramis feeing this, purfued her Victory with 


the beft and choiceft of her Horte , and fighting in the head of 
| them, fhe routed the reft of the indian Gondarmary, who retired 
ai tothe body of their Army 5 Stanrobates, no whit difmayed with 
cM this Defeat, advanced with the grofs of his Foot, the Elephants 
before, and fighting in the right wing , feated on a ftrong Ele- 
phant, he marched couragioufly againft the Queen, who by for- 
rune was thenin the left wing. The true Elephants fought againft 
the counterfeit, but not with like Forces, for the Kings prevail- 
ing, made acruel havock amongft the Affyréans, trampling fome 
of them under their feet, and killing and tearing others in pieces - 
with their Trunks and teeth: wherefore every place being filled 
with heaps of dead bodyes falling one upon another, anda gene- 
_— ral terror feizing on all, no order was kept, fo that moft of the 
The Affyrtans Ail vians betaking them to flight, the King by chance incountred 
defeated. J Lite, s) g af 
with Semyramis, and burt her firft with an Arrow in the arme, 
and afterwards with a Dart in the fhoulder. The Queen then, 
not regarding her wounds (for they were but flight ) as fhe was 
mounting a frefh Horfe, had almoft been taken by the Kings B- 
lephant purfuing her. In this manner were the Affyrians put to 
flight, making to their Veffels with all the {peed they could; fo 
ih thar the Indians following their Victory, there was a terrible flaugh- 
1B} ter all along the wayes, too narrow for fuch a mulertude of peo- 
ple ; for the Horfe and Foot mingled pell-mell together, were {uch 


24 


ill an hinderance one to another, as they had no means either to 
flye or to fave themfelves other wayes, but wrought their owne 
at! : deathes with their diforder and throng. Many there were that 
AC were thrown into the water from off either fide of the Bridg by 
| 41, the great multitude of thofe which fled. When as the moft part 
| 4 of them that had efcaped from this overthrow were paft over the 
Bridg, (which was made of Barques ) Semyramis caufed it fo. be 


broken, and the Barques to be fundred, which hurried away by the 
| River, 
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River, many Indians, that in purfuit of their Enemyes had got in: 
to them, were together with them drowned by the violence of 
the ftreame.  Stanrobates being admonifhed by divers Prodiges, 
and the advice the of Auguries not to pafs the River, gave over the 
Chafe. 
Semyramis, after exchanging of Prifoners, returned into Ba- 
étria, where the difcharged the moft part of her Army, and ha- 
ving thortly after difcovered how her fon Ninus, by the means of 
an Eunuch, laid wait for her life, the forgave him his offence, ac- 
cording tothe Oracle of God Ammon, and then commanding all 
the Governors of Provinces to obey her Son as King, fhe vanifh- yy, end of se 
ed fuddenly away, tranflated (as it was believed) to the Gods, myramis. 
according to the anfwer of the Oracle. Others have fained that 
fhe was turned intoa Pigeon, andthat fhe flew away with a great semyramis tur- 
many of Birds which were come into her Chamber ; whence it is that ned into a Pi- 
the Affyrians adorethe Pigeon as a Goddefs, thinking their Queen &°™ 
was immortal. This Queen Semyramis held the Empire of all 4- 
fia, except the Indvaes, and lived (as writes Ctefias Gnidiws) three ry. afe of 5 
{coreand two yeers, whereof fhe raigned forty and two. myramis. 
The Athenians and other Hiftorians affirm, that Semyramis, who 
was fair and comely , was infinitely beloved of the King of Af- 
fyria, and generally commended for her modefty and good grace; 
fothat the integrity of her life being knowen to every one, fhe 
requefted and obtained of Nins her husband, that the mightraign 
alone by her felfe for the {pace of five dayes. Taking apon her 
then the Scepter and Royal Mantle of the Kingdom, fhe made 
on the firft day a great and fumptuous Banquet, whereunto fhe 
invited all the Princes and Commanders of the Empire, to the 
end they might yeild her obedience, as to their Queen; and on 
the fecond day, feeing that the Nobles and people honoured her 
as their Soveraigne, fhe put her husband in prifon, and boldly 
afluming the abfolute command of the Kingdome, fhe held it 
to her old age, glorioufly performing many high and famous 
Ads. 
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The Kings of Babylon that fucceeded Seniyramis, and their 
manner of living in all kind of Voluptuoufne{s and I- 
dlene{s, for the [pace of fourteen hundred yeers, 
to the time of Sardanapalus. 


“He things before written of Semyramts, have been handled by 

divers Authors. Now, fo itis, that after her Deceafe, Ni- 

nus her Son, nothing like unto his mother, having taken upon him 

the Kingdome, made peace with all his neighbours, and unploy" 
M 2 € 


bal 
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ed the whole time of his life in keeping himfelfe fhut up in his Pa- 
lace, efchewing the fight of men, and living in Voluptuouinels 
and Idlencfs amongft Concubines and Eunuchs , for hee thought 
that being alwayes in continual pleafure, he fhould avoid all in- 
commodities and dangers; and that to care for nothing is the 
ereateft happinefs a King can have. Howbeit, for the fecuring 
of his Raign, and that he might be feared of his Subjects, he le- 
vied every yeer a certaine number of Souldiers, and over them or- 
dained in every Province a Captaine. When his whole Army 
were together, without the City of Ninive, hee fet over every 
Nation 2 Commander in Chief, chofen out of the moft advifed 
of thofe that were about his perfon ; and at the yeers end, he 
fent thofe firft Souldiers home to. their houfes, and demanded 
others from other Provinces ; whence it hapned that his Subject 
were more:prompt to obey y for the fear they were in of the 
Souldiers, which were alwayes lying in the field ; and if any chan- 
ced to rebell, they were the more ready to {ubmit out of the 
dread of punifhment.» He thought too, that this. changing of them 
would keep the Souldiers and their Leaders the better from com- 
bining together, and confpiring againft him; for.to be continu- 
ally exercifing the Art Milicary in the field, renders Souldiers 
more hardy and ftout, and,Commanders more knowing, which 
hath oftentimes been the occafion of their departing from their 
obedience to-their Prince. This manner alfo of the Princes li- 
ving unknowne to Strangers, 1s the caufe that his pleafures are 
concealed, and that none, dare blafpheme againtt him, no notin 
word, as if he were aninvifible God. Now in this manner did 
Ninus live, eftablifhing the Commanders of his Army, the Go- 
vernors of Provinces, the Officers of his houfe, ‘and the Judges o- ' 
ver the people, and difpofing of all other things concerning the care 
and chargeof the affairs of his Kingdom. 

‘Inthe fame fort did thirty other: Kings rule over the Alfyri- 
ans, till the Raign of Sardanapalus, in whofe time that Kingdom 
of Affyria, which had indured a thoufand three hundred and 
threefcore yeers (as Crefias teftifieth in his fecond Book) was tran- 
lated to the Medes : Ctefias doth not fet downe the names of 
thofe Kings, nor how long they raigned, becaufe they did no- 
thing worthy of memory; » but only; makes mention of the fuccor 
which thofe Affyrians {ent to the Trojans , whereof Memmnon the 
Son of fithon,: ‘was Commander in Chief 5 faying » that in the 
raign of Theutymus, who, was the twentieth defcendant from Nz- 
nus and Semyrapis, Agamemnon, together with the Greeks, began the 
War againft the Trojans; when as the Alfyrians had held, the Em- 
pireof Afia athoufand ycers: that Praamus being oppreffed by that 
wat; had. byhis! Ambafladors craved affiftance of this King Fhe- 
fimus es his! Tributary 5: that thereupon he fent ten thoufand £- 
thiopians yvand as many 'Sufians, with two hundred Chartots to 


Troy, underthe conductof the faid Memnon ; that Tithon his Father, 
? | a man 
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aman in much efteem with the King, was then Governor of Perfia ; 
and that Memnon himfelf, a Prince in the fower ofhis age, excel- 
ling in Perfonage, ftrength, and valor, was of great fame at that time. 
It ts reported, that Memnon built a goodly Palace in the higheft 
past of the City of Swfa, which continued in being until che Em- 
pire of the Perfians, and was called by his name Memnonia, and 
alfo that in the fame Country , he caufed the High-way of Leo- 
phora to be paved, which at this prefent holds the fame name of 
Memnonia. 

The Ethiopiaus which are in Egypt, fay alfo, that Memnon was 
borne in their Country, fhewing a great Palace ofhis, that to this 
day is named -Memmnonia, howfoever, it is certain, that hee was 
{ent to fuccour the Trojans with twenty thoufand Foot, and two 
hundred Chariots, and that having flayne a great number of the 
Grecks, he was at laftkilled by the Treacherous lying in wait of the 
Thefjalians;as alfo that the Ethiopians recovered his body,and burnt it, 
carrying his bones to his Father Tithon. This is that which the Barba- 
yiaxs affirm to be written of Prince Memmen in the Chronicles of 
the Kings. 
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CHAP. VIL. 
Sardanapalus is deprived of his Kingdome 
by Arbaces the Mede. 


A the thirtieth King of the line of; Minus ,. and. aft ‘of 
the Affyrians, went beyond all his Predeceffors in Voluptuout- 


nefsand Idlenefs; for befides that he was never feen of man li- of the Afyri- 


ving , he lead an effeminate life amongft his Concubines, and at- 
tiring himfelf fomtimes ina Purple robe, fomtimes in one made of 
the fineft woll, .and at. other times in a womans habjt; he: painted 
his face, and all his body over like a ftrumpet, fhewing himfelf 
more Jafcivious eventhen women, whofe manner of {peech he imi- 
tated in every thing ; and he nor only defired fuch meats and drinks 
continually, as would provoke him, to luft, but wholly given over 
to luxury, he now abufed the office of man, and then again the 
office of womon, beyond all honefty, and without any regard 
had atall to fex or thames, yeafuch power had delights, filthy plea- 
fures, and incontinency over him, as he commanded his fucceffors 
to write upon his tombe, after hisdeceafe, inthe Barbarian language, 
that which afterwards was thus tranflated, 


The Feafts, the Banquets, Pleafures, and Delight 
Which I in life enjoy d, with mercmain : 
The reft, as Treafure, Goods, and Honors bright, 
Dotothe living, not the dead pertaine. 
Sardana- 
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breed ie Sardanapalus continuing his courfe of life in fuch wicked diffo- 
Mede. luteneffe, one Arbaces the Mede, a man of great vertue and courage, 
and Commander of the forces that were fent every year from the 
Medes to the City of Ninive, utterly fubverted(as thal] be decla- 
red hereafter ) the Siate and raigne of the A(fyrians, which had lafted 
fo long. | 

This Arbaces, having contraéted friendthip with the Comman- 
der of the Babylonians, named Belefws, a perfon of note amongtt 
the Caldeans, very knowing and expert in Aftrologie and Divi- 
nation, and who had foretold to many, that which had hapned 
unto them, was exhorted by him todeftroy the Empire of the Alfy- 
rians, foras tohistriend, he foretold him that he fhould be Lord 
over all that was under the dominion of Sardanapalus. Arbaces 
gave him many thanks for this his predi@iion, and having promifed 
him (in cafeit proved true) to make him Governor of the Baby- 
lonians , he beleeved it as confidently, as if he had received it 
fromthe Gods: Wherefore, he fought both with good words, 
and feverall benefits, to gain the good will of the other Comman- 
ders. 

Now 4rbaces, defiting to know in what manner the King li- 
ved, gave one of the Eunuchesa cup of Gold, and had by his 
means accefs into the Kings Chamber; where feeing his effemi- 
naci¢, and his attiring of himfelf like a woman, he contemned him 
in his heart asa man of nought, and entred into great hope of what 
had been foretold him by the Caldean, with whom he made this 
Arbus and agreement, that hehimfelf fhould incite the Medes to take upon them 
At yD it: Empire of the Affyrians, and the Perfians to revolt; and that 
Belefus fhould follicite the Babylonians,:and the Duke of the Ara 
bias, who was his friend, to run one and the fame fortune with 
them. This done, and the time being come when every one was 
to repair to his own home, they retired to their Country as they 
ufed todo. 

Arabaces then being returned into Media, perfwaded the Medes 
and Perfisns to undertake a War againft the Affyrians s the former 
to get their Dominion from them, and the other to recover their loft 
Liberty + tothe likedid Belefws draw the Babylonians ; and withal, 
by his Ambaffadors he induced the Arabians, and their Chieftain 
his friend, to enter into a League with them for the effecting of this 
Enterprife. 

The yeer being run out, all the Confederates marched to Ninive, 
making fhew as if they were come, according to cuftome, to fucceed 
Arbaes_ mar-the other Souldiers, that had ferved out their time ; but indeed to 
ister "deprive Sardanapalus by force, of his State: to whichend four Na- 
4e0000 men ONS , Containing innumber, Four hundred thoufand men > were 
Sn Sarda- thus affembled together in one Camp, where they confulted about 

400000 Re. the executing of their Defign. But Sardanapalus, being acquainted 
pee aN with this Revolt and Confpiracy, raifed an Army of his other Sub- 


ey ie jects, and lead it againft the Rebels, whom he vanquithed in Battel, 
napalus, fo 


Balefesthe Bae 
bylonian. 


agreement. 
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fo that they were faine to fly co the Mountaines, which ‘was fome 
four leagues and an halfe from the City: howbeit, defcending 
fhortly after from thence into the Plaine, once more to‘try their 
fortune, Sardanapalus encountred ‘them again with all his Forces, 
and having ranged his Army in Battel Array, -he caufed st to be 
proclaimed by found of Trumpet throughout all the Camp, that 
hee would give two hundred Talents of Gold to whomfoever 
fhould kill Arbaces , or Belefus of Babyloms and. to bim that fhould 
bring them alive to him he promifed twice as much, andthe Govern- 
ment of Media, but none would endeavour to do it upon the hope of 
fo great a Recompence. 
The Fight thembeing begun betweenthem, Sardanapalus difcom- 

fited a great numberof his Enemyes, and chafed the reft into 4rbaces defeas 
their Hold, which they had: made in the Mountaines. They ‘¢4""* feseuy 
that were with Arabaces, dilmayed with fo many Defeats, en- 
tred into Counfel what was beft to bee done, the moft part of 
them being of the opinion, that each one fhould returne into his 
Country, and there {eizing on the ftrongeft places, they fhould 
allye themfelves with the neighbouring Nations, - that fo they 
might be the better able to maintaine the War, for which they 
fhould alfo make Provifion of:all things needful. Burt Belefus 
the Babylonian, affuring them, that the Gods after many labors 
and dangers promifed them ViGtory, perfwaded them to perfe- 
vere in this Wan. Whereupon; giving Battel againe, the King Arbaces defea- 
was the third time Conqueror, and entring byforce into the E- por shes 
nemyes Hold, he chafed them tothe Mountaines of Babylon 5 in — 
which Confli& Arbaces was wounded, fighting bravely, and bea- 
ting many <Affyrians to the earth. Now whereas the Comman- 
ders. of thefe Rebels, terrified with the loffe of fo many Battels,, 
were again determined to retire every man to his home, Bele/us, 
watching all night in che open Aire, prognofticated unto them 
which would have been gone, that ere long they fhould have fuc- 
cour come tothem unlooked for, and that from thence forward 
fortune would be more favourable unto them, as the Gods had 
forehewed by the Stars, ‘and therefore he earneftly intreated them, 
that relying on his Art, they would attend but a while the good 
pleafure of the Gods. -. The Commanders, "'yeilding to ‘his requeft in 
waiting a little, received intelligence, thatan Army of Bacfrians were 
marching with all {peed tothe aid of the King; whereupon 4F- 
baces, andthe reft of the Leaders, refolved to go with their lighteft 
armed men and meet the Budfriavs, either toinduce them to revolt, 
or to compel them thereunto by force of Armes. 

The Ba¢frians then having been perfwaded by them to the recovery The Badtrians 
of their Liberty, the Commanders firft, and then all their Troups, a- oduct 
oreed to joyne with the Medes,and the reftofthat Army, In the mean 


ume, Sardanapalus, ignorant thereot, and rejoycing for his precedent 
Vitories, did nothing but feaft his Souldiers day by'day with all kind 
of meats and Wine in great abundance. ) iB 

Now, whilft the (fyrians were thus wholly beftowed in making 


good 


The Affyrians 
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good cheere. Arbaces,being informed by his f pies how negligently his 
enemies Jay in their camp, drowned in wine and idleneffe, fell fuddainly 
upon them in the night, fo thatthey which marched in good order, 


farprifed and 2nd were well prepared to fight, affailing thofe that were in dif. 
urpri € = 


order, and altogether unprepared for defence, defeated and kil- 
led a world of their enemies, chafing the reft into the City. Sar- 
danapalus having made Salamenus, the brother of his wife, Gene- 
rallof his Army, took upon himfelf the charge of guarding and 
defending the City 5 and left Salamenus in the field with all the 
re(t of his forces, which the Medes overthrew in two fer bartels neer 
to Nimve, where Salamenus himfelf was flain, together with an 
infinite number of his men, that loft their lives, either in the fight, 
orthat in flying were put to the fword, and drowned in the River 
of Euphrates, which becamered with the blood of them that were 
killed. 595 


The King then being thus befieged, divers nations defiring 


an; their libertie, came and rendred themfelves to Arbaces, which 
befieged in Ni- > 


abe taking of death, entred with his whole Army into the City 


Sardanapalus underftanding 5 and perceiving that his State was in 
greathazard, he fenthis three Sons and two Daughters, with an 
exceeding quantity of Gold and Silver, into Paphlagowia, to Cot- 
tus the Governor thereof, who amongft all his Commanders was 
moft faithfull unto him. Then having craved aid of fuch of his 
{ubjects as had not yet declared againft him, he refolved to main- 
taine and endure the fiege; for that, his Predeceffors had re- 
ceived anfwer from the Gods, how the City of Ninive fhould 
never be taken till the River of Euphrates became an enemy to its 
which he thinking could never come to pafle, he was in good hope to 
have the fiege raifed by the fuccor hee expected. : 
Now though the Medes had begirt the City round about with 
their forces, yet could they not take it by affault, in regard of the 
height of the walls; for at that time, Rammes and other warlike 
engines, wherewith the walls of towns are battered and overthrown, 
Were not then in ufe; and they within too had great abundance of 
all things neceffary, through the care the King had taken forit. But 
when as the fiege had now lafted two years, in the third, the River of 
Eupbrates,. being mightily rifen with the raine which continually fell 
fora long timetogether, it fo overflowed it’s banks, as it drowned a 
gteat part ofthe City, and withall bore down, and carried away 
as much of the wall thereof, as contained a league in length. There- 
upon, the King thinking that the time of the oracle was come, utterly 
defpared of his fafety;, wherefore that he might not fall into his enemies 
hands, he caufed a huge fire to be made in his Palace, into which he 
, threw all the Gold and Silver that he had, together with his Royall ap- 
* parel,as alfo his wives and Eunuchs,and laftly himfelf,to be burnt there 
together with them Arbaces receiving advertifement of the Kings 
at that place where 
the wall was wanting : and afterwards being invefted with the Royall 
Mantle,he was declared King by the generall confent of all, who.gave 
him.abfolute power and authority in every thing, 


Arbaces 
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Arbaces, having in this manner obtained the empireof Afia, and 
recompenced every one of his affociats in the warre, according to Art King af 
their feverall merits, eftablifhed new Governors of his Provinces, the Medes. 
and amongft the reft, over that of Babylon (as hee had former! y pro- 
mifed) hee ordained Belefus Rulers; who having acquainted the zelefus made 
King, how whilft his affatres were in trouble; hee had made a vow res over 
to God Belws, that if Sardanapalus wete vanquifhed , and his palace at sige 
burned, hee would carry theathes of it to Babilon , and thereof raife 
a mount neere to his Temple, fobig, asit fliould bee feene of all 
them that fayled on Euphrates, in a perpetuall memory of the de- 
ftroying ofthe kingdome ofthe Affyrians by the Medes , wherefore 
hee befought him that hee would bee pleafed to erant him leave to 
performethe fame accordingly : And this hee did by the counfell 
of an Eunuch, who brought him all the gold and filver chat was 
found in the afhes; which hee tooke and hid ; for Arbaces , thinking 
all had been confumed with Sardanapalus by the torce of the fire, hee 
had permitted Bele(us tocarry away thofe athes, fo that hee fear 
downe to Babilon, by water, a mighty fummie of goldand filver with 
the afhes. But this being afterwatds revealed to the King, hee ap- 
pointed for Judges to examine the caufe, fuch as had beene fel- 
low leaders in obreyning the former vi@ory, with Belews, 
who, having confefled the crime; was by them condemned to lofe nelejusaccuted 
his head : Howbeit the King, a Prince of a noble minde, defiring & condemned, 
to fortifie himfelfe ; in the beginning of his reigne, with gentlenefle 
and mercy, remitted to Belefus not only his punifhrhent, but gave An Aé worthy 
him moreover all the gold and filver which hee had carried away, of aKing. 
and let him alfo enjoy the government of Babilon,which hee had con- 
ferred on him before, faying, That Belefus hu merits towards hinn 
were greater then his injuries. This clemency of his being every 
where publithed, hee not only gained the good will of all men, but 
it exceedingly redounded to his honor and glory, every one affir- 
ming that hee was worthy tocommand, who knew fo well howto 
pardon delinquents. 

This done, Arbaces leaving to every citizen of Ninive his goods, 
hee commanded the citie to bee deftroyed and razed to the very Nitive de: 
ground, and caufed all the gold and filver that was found reftine *°%* 
therein to bee carried to Ecbagano, a citie of Media, amounting toa 
great manie oftalents. Inthis manner was the empire ofthe Affy- The Empire of 
rians tranflated to the Medes, after ithad continued to the chiccith Be Alias 
line of Niaus, for the {pace of fourteene hundred yeeres: years, 


Cuap. VITI. 
of the Philofophers called Chaldeans, and of their Aftrologie. 
if T feemes now requifite ( to the end wee may omit nothing that 


is found worthy ofmemory) to fpeake of the Babylonians, called 
| N Chaldeans 
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Chaldeans, who held the fame ranke and authoritie in their Repub- 
lique as the Priefts didin Agypt; for they were deputed for divine 
things, and did nothing but beftow all their life time in the ftudy of 

_ Philofophie, and were skilfullin Aftrologie ; many of them Prog- 
Prognottica- - nofticated things to come, as,if they were Soothfayers ; others ufed 
to avert evill fortunes from men, and bring them good, as well by 
divinations, facrifices, and certain other inchantments. Some there 
Interp ecers of Were alfo that interpreted prefages, dreams and prodigies; and 
eran, were very expert inthat which concerned the {peculation of facrie 
fices. Howbeit they doe not come by the knowledge of thefe Sct- 
ences asthe Greeks doe, for they are from their infancie nurtured by 
their fathers inthis philofophie,the care ofall other things laid afides 
fothat they become very learned, as well becaufethey are trained 
up from their infancie in this doctrine, as for that they continue and 
perfevere long in ic : But truly ic is otherwife with the Greeks; for 
commonly they apply not themfelves co Philofophie until chey are 
well ftept in years, nor ftudy long in it, but prefently return to 
things of gain ; and there are few of them that will apply themfelves 
to Philofophie till they doe underftand ic well, but turne them to o- 
ther exercifes that may bring them profit: Neither doe they ufe to 
follow their fathers do@rine, but every one according to his own 
pleafure imployes himfelf in feverall ftudies. The Barbarians al- 
waies continue their firft exercifes ; but the Greeks, often changing 
their opinion for lucres fake, and difputing one againft another of 
the greaceft points of learning, render their Difciples fo uncertain,as 
they are conftrained to erre, and remain all their life time in doubt, 
without a certain knowledge of any kinde of Science. Whereforcif 
one will diligently look into the fects and opinions of thofe great 
Philofophers of Greece, he fhall finde them very much repugnant 
the one to the other, even upon the debate of the greateft matters. 
The world Now the Chaldeans hold, That the world hath ever been, that it 
ctcrnall, had no beginning, and that it fhall have no end,the order and form 
of all things being made by a certain divine providence; That ce- 
leftiall things were not framed by chance or naturally, but bya 
All gg ay firm and determined will and appointment of the Gods. They fore- 
Gai tell many future things to men by a long obfervation ofthe ftarrs, 
whofe courfe and proprieties they have diligently fearched into : 
And thofe interpreters fay, That the greateft virtue and motion of 
all the ftarrs is in thofe five which the Greeks call Planets, efpecially 
in that by them tcarmed Satura, but the brighteft, and that which 
hath moft force, is the Swnne; the other four theyname as our A- 
firologers doe, Mars, Venus, Mercury, Fupiter, and all ofthem toge- 
ther they call in generall Mercuries, becaufe they alone, having their 
particular courfe with the other ftarrs, not wandring, but fixed,doe 
conferr the knowledge of things to come,as interpreters of the will 
of the Gods; for the Chaldeans teftify, that thefe Planets doe fore- 
fhew future things, as well by their afcendant as by their defcen- 
dant and colour : Sometimes they demonftrate to the eye, not on- 
ly to people and places in generall, but alfo to Kings and private 
perfons 
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perfons in particular, things which may either help or hurt them, 
taking the certainty thereot from the windes or rains; fometimes 
from heats or Comets, trom the eclipfes of the Sunne and Moon, 
from earthquakes and many other fignes. They fay further, That 
under the courfe of the feven Planets » there are thirty bright Thiccy Starzs, 
ftarrs, which they callthe counfelling Gods, whereof there is all- 
waies One moity on the earth, and the other above it, to look anto 
things which happen unto men, and to thofe which arrive unto 
Heaven : That every ten dayes one of thofe ftarrs is fent to the Su. 
periors trom the Inferiors, and another from the Superiours to the 
Inferiors, as ineflengers of the ftarrs; and that this their continual] 
motion is prefcribed by the Gods inan everlafting courfe. They 
{ay moreover, That there are twelve principall Geds, to CVeLy ONC Twislve Gods. 
of which they attribute a moneth of the year and one of the fignes 
ofthe Zodiaque, through which fignes the Sunne, the Moon, and 
the other five Planets perform their courfe; namely, the Sunne in 
a year, the Moon ina moneth, and the other Planets in fundry 
times according to their lightneffe or heavinefle; “Fhat thefe P]a- 
nets ferve greatly to the birth ot men, for their good or bad for- 
tune ; and that by their nature and afpect one may cafily know 
thingsto come. Thefe Chaldeans have torereld many futurethings, 
as well to other perfons as to Kings, efpectally to: Alexander the 
&reat, when he was to fight Dariws; and afcerwatds to Antigonis, Ny- 
canor and Seleucus. They doe alfo foretell to fimple people fo evi- 
dently what fhall come to paffe, as it feems miraculous, and beyond 
all underftanding of men. Furthermore they reckon up four and 
twenty other celeftiall Signes befides thofe of the Zodiaque,where- 
of they placetwelve on thenorth fide,and as many onthe fouth fide; 
thofe which we fee they attribute to the living, and the others to 
the dead, calling them in generall the Judges ofall; toall which 
{tarrs they hold the Moon is inferisr, and more approaching to the 
earths asalfothat the performs her courfe fooner then the reft,nor 
in regard of the velocitie of her motion, but becaufe her Sphere is 
lefle; Touching the having her light from the Sunne, and her fo- 
fing it by the interpofition of the earth,they are of opinion with rhe 
Greeks but they agree not together concerning the eclipfe of the 
Sunne, neither dare they give their judgement of it, nor foretell the 
time thereof, 

As for the earth, they have this particular opinion of it; “That it is 
hollow, like a boat made of onetree, and they labour to perfwade 
many things concerning that and other marvails that are in the 
world, which to relate in particular would exceed the order of out 
Hiftory. Howbeit all Hiftories doe agree inthis, That the Chaldeans 
are more skilfull in A ftrologie then any other Philofophers,becaufe 
they have been longer converfant in it’; but truly the number of 
years, which they {ay have been imployed in this Science, will not 
be cafily beleeved by every one; forthey reckon four hundred and 
three thoufand years from the time that they began the obfervation, 
ofthe Starrs, cill Alexander the great his afcentinto Afa, This thal} 
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fuffice concerning the Chaldeans, we will now return to our former 
difcourfe. | 


Cuap. 1X. 


of the Kings of the Medes, from Arbacesto Cirus King of the Per- 
fians, for the (pace of three hundred years, or thereabout. 


Medes, it willnot be amiffe if we recount unro him that would be 
informed of the truth, thofe things wherein they differ. Herodotus 
the Hiftorian, who was in the time of King Xerxes, writes, That the 
Empire of the Afyians (who had commanded over Afiafive hun~ 
dred years before) was fubverted by the Medes, that trom thence 
forward the people of Afia were long without a King that ruled over 
all, the Nations thereof; that all the Cities lived in a democrati¢ 
without Kings ; and finally, that after many yearsthe Medes elected 


Lt regard many Hiftorians doe difagree about the raign of the 


Ciaxares made a King, renowned for juftice, named Ciaxares, who drawing the 


neighbouring Nations into league and amity with the Medes, was 
made Ruler over them all; and that his fucceffors continued their 
Empire to the time of Affiages, who was vanquifhed by Cyrus and 
the Perfians 5 of whom we will not {peak much at this prefent, in re- 
gard we will treat: more.at large of them in its proper place here- 
after. Wherefore, according to Herodotus, Ciaxares was created 
King of the Medes in the fecond year of the feventeenth olimpiade. 
But after Herodotus Ctefias Gnidius,who wastaken prifoner by Cyrus, 
inthe wart which he waged againft his brother Artaxerxes: (under 
whom the faid Usefias wasa foldier,& afterward.was in greatefteem 
with that King for the {pace of 17 years,by reafon he was an excellent 
Phifician) afirms,that returning out of Perfia into Greece, he brought 
away with him out of the Chronicles of their Kings (whereinbya 
cuftome carefully obferved, their Ats were written) atrue and cer= 
tain Hiftory thereof, which relates, ‘That after the ruine of the 4/s- 
vians, the Medes became Lords of Afja, Arbaces reigning firft there ; 
who, having vanquifhed. Sardanapalus, as is delivered before, held 
the Kingdome eight and twenty yeares, and thenleftit to his fonne 
Mandanes, who enjoyed it fifty years; and after him Sarfamones thir- 
ty, Artecarnus fifty, Arbianes two andtwenty, and 4rifthews forty, 
who wasovercome by the Cadufians.in a great warre that he made 
againft them, whereof Perfian, named Per (odes was the caufe (as 
is reported,).a man renowned for fortitude, prudence, and many o- 
ther virtues, and in exceeding favour and aurhoritie with the King s 
who being dilpleafed with him for fome judgement he had pro- 
nounced, he retired to the. Cadufians with three thoufand foor and a 
thoufand horfe; and. being kindly received by them, he married 
the fifter of him that had. moft power inthe Country; by which 
means having openly declared himfelfa Kebeliand enemyto the 
King, he per{waded the Cadufians to revolt alfo, and fer themfelves 

; : at 
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at liberric. Whereupon being chofentheir Generall forthe warre, 
he levied an Army of two’ hundred thonfand men, and went and 
pitched his Camp on the frontiers of rhe Country, where in a bac. 
tail he defeated the Laid Ariffhews King of the Medes, who was come 
again{t him with an Hoft of eight hundred thoufand men: of whoni 
he killed fifty thoufand, and drove the reft out of the Country of 
the Cadufians. 

Perfodes, much inriched and renowned by fuch a vidory, was 
inade King of the Cadufians, and entred into Media,wafting and {poy- 
ling it to his very great glory., The end of his dayes then approach- 
ing,and knowing he thould dye, he with execrations accurfed.all his 
fucceflors which fhould be the caufe of extinguifhing the enmitie 
that was betweenthe Cadufians & the Medes, ordaining turther, That 
whofoever fhonid meddle with mediating a peace between them, 
fhould be banifhed the Countr y, although he were one of his own 
linage,or a Cadufian born:In regard whereof the Cadufians were from 
thence forward alwaies enemies to the»Medes, and difobedient to 
their King, unto the time of Cyrus the King of Perfia, 

Arifiheus being dead, Artines reigned over the Medes for the {pace 
of two and twenty years, and Artabanus forty. After him the Parthie 
ans revolting, and withdrawing their obedience from the Medes, de- 
livered up their City and Country into’ the hands of the saces, 
which begot a cruell warre between the Medes andthofe Saces, that > 
lafted two years to the great damage and lofle of cithe: of the Na- 
tions ; ‘but,a peace was at lafticoncluded_ between them, whereby 
the Parthians remained fubjed& to the Medes; and the Sacesand Medes 
perpetual! friends and allyes, 1 

» Atthantime the Saces had a Queen, named Tangua, affeing war, , Nucor ‘rerth?l 
and, above all other, women of her Country, ‘excelling’ in course 
and brave acts by her performed. Now there arein that land 'lufty 
ftrong women, who mightily. defirethe company of meén, efpect- 
ally of fuch; as are valiant in warre. This lady, they fay, was ad. 
mirable, as wellfor beauty, as for counfell and prudence, and did 

ight with the adjoyning Nations, which would have brought the 
Saces under their dominion »She alfo drew the greateft part of her 
Kingdome. to amore civill life then formerly they lead: ‘Moreover 
fhe built many Cities, which fhe rendered more flourifhing then any 
that her neighbours had. After her deceafe the Saces Her fubjects, 
in remembrance of her,virtues and good deeds, made her a fepul- The fepulehre 
chre, the,moft magnificent work ofallthe Country + It was a eri? of Trina, 
angular Pyramide,alm oft a quarter of a league broad on either fide} 
and an hundred and four fadome high, ftill tharpning up to the top.’ 

To this fepulchre they added .a golden ftatué in the form ofa Co- 
loffus, and performed to her befides all thehéroicall honors and ce- 
remonics of buriall, which they ufed to render to their greateftPrin- 
ces. Afterwards Aflibarathe King ofthe Medes, dying’ with age in 
the City of Echatana; his {on Apands enjoyed the Kingdome, whom 
the Greeks have named \A/fyages” This {ame being vanquifhed by 
cyrus King of Perfia, the Empire of the Medeswas tranflated to the 
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Perfians, of whom we will fpeake in their place. Now becaufle wee 
conceive that wee have faid enough of the kingdome of the Affyrians 
and of the Medes, as alfo ofthe difagreement of Hiftorians there- 
about, wee will now treate of the Imdiaes, and of that which is writ - 
ten of them, 


Cuap. X. 


: The defcription of the Indiaes » their Antiquities, Cuffomes and 


Inflttutions. 


India divided Nadja is diftinguithed into four parts, thofe two which looke to- 
into four parts: Mf ward the Eaft and South, are invironed with the great Sea; that 
which regardsthe North is divided by mount Hemodus, from that 

Scithia where the Saces inhabit; the other part, to the weft, is 

bounded with the river Indus, one of the greateft of all Afia, next to 

18, en of Nilws. The extent of India from the Eaft to the Weft is feventeene 
from theEst hundred leagues, and from the North to the South two thoufand 5 
to the Wet and it is evident that all this large Countrey 1s under the equinoctial 
1700. IAE“Ss Tine, for in divers places of Indva a (taffe fet upright caftsno fhadow, 
Nohtothe as they fay , neither is the pole artique feene in the night there, 
South 2000. nor the Starre called ArGurne in the uttermoft parts of it, efpecially 
inthofe places where the fhadowes decline to the South. 

In Iadiathere are many great Mountains, full oftrees of all forts, 
and goodly fpacious plains that are wonderfiill fertile, divided in di- 
vers places by rivers, which water the ficlds on every fide, whence it 


ae: owr** comes that the cagth yeilds her increafe twice a yeere. It produceth 
: likewife all kinde of creatures, both terreftrial and volatile, greater 
ee Ele- and ftronger then other regions , as alfo many huge Elephants, of 


far greater ftrength then thofe of Libia ; they ule them in the wats 
which they take in hunting, being a mighty helpetothem forthe 
gayning of a victory : The men there are tall and able of body, 
and very apt tor any art or profeffion, asthey that are bred in acleer 
and pure ayre, and which drinke good and whollome waters. The 
ground yeilds all manner of good and pleafant fruits, as well plan- 
ted as growing wilde, and exceedingly abounds with all kinde of me- 
tals ; for there growes a world of Goldand Silver, Brafle, Iron, 
Copper, Latten, and many other things commodions for mans life 
and ufefull for the warres’ There 1s befides in India, amoneft other 
graine, great ftore of Millet and other pulfe, by reafon of the muls 
titude of ftrcames which water the fields where they are foweds as 
likewife Rice, and that which they call Bofphorus, with many o- 
thers, good.to eate, befides excellent paftures for the feeding of cats 
tell, all which would bee too long torecite in particular, India is 
never opprefled with famine or want of viuals; forinregard the 
earth brings forth all manner of cornetwice every yeere, they reap 
One Cropin winter, at {uch time as they plant rootes, and the other 
in Summer when they fow Rice, Sefamus, Bofphorus and Millet, 


whereby 
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whereby it comes to paffe thar there is great aboundance ofall 
things in India, the rather, for that divers fruits do grow there of 
themfelves, and that the roots which are in the marches, of a {avo- 
ry and delicate tafte, do ferve men plentifully inftead of other vi- 
Gual. For almoft the whole champain Country receivesa {weet 
humor, as well from the rivers as from the rain which falls there 
ufually ata certain feafon of fummer. The marth roots too, conco- 
cted by the heat,are marvailous fweer,efpecially thofe of the ereat 
canes. Moreover, the cuftome which they obferve in time of war, 
conduces very muchto the fertilitic of the Country : For amongtt 
other Nations the enemy, in time of warre, waltes and {poils the 
land, not permitting the groundsto betilled; but in the Indiaesthe 
husbandmen doe continually exercife their vocation, without any 
fear at all or danger of foldiers, who in their fights kill one another, 
and yet doe not fo muchas touch, or any way hurt the husbandmen, 
but leave them in peace, as minifters of the common 200d ; neither 
doe they burn their adverfaries villages, not cut down their trees of 
plants, 

The Indiaes have furthermore many great navigable rivers, 
which defcend into the plains from the mountains thatare on the 
north fide ; the moft part whereof gathering together into one, fall 
into the river of Gasges, whofe bredth is almoft two Icagues; and Le bredth of 
running from the north to the fouth,is carried into the great Ocean, ene 
paffing on the eaft part by the Gandares, amongft whom are 2: 
great Elephants found, by reafon whereof they were never fubdued T Sederes. 
by any forraign Prince, the neighbouring Nations alwayes fearing 
the number and force of thofe monftrous beafts : yea, Alexander 
of Macedon himfelf, having conquered all sffa, let the Gandares alone 
without fighting them; for when he atrived at the river of Ganges 
(the reft' of the Indians being fubjeéted unto him) and underftood 
thatthe Gandares were ready to incounter him with tour thouf{and . 
Elephants, he never offered to affail them. 

The river of Indus, defcending in like manner from the pole The river of 
ArGique fide, and running into the Ocean, divides the Country GEA4s 
India, and pasting through plain and open places, he is increafed by 
many other rivers which fallinto him ; whereof the principal! are 
Hipanes, Hidafpes, and Acefines : Befidesthe which there are others, 
no finall ones, that flowing through all the parts of Zndéa, render the 
region full of Gardens and feverall forts of fruits. Now why there 
are fuch a number of great rivers in the Indiaes, the Philofophers 
and Phifitians give this reafon, namely, that whereas the Country 
is lowe of fcicuation, and the Scythians, Badtrians, and Arianes, their 
neighbours, are in higher regions, it is.neceffary that humidities 
falling down from higher to lower places, fhould make the rivers 
greater, and in greater number. But that which arrives to one river 
amongft the reft, named Sila, isa wonderfull thing ; for this river 
running down from an inacceffible mountain of the fame name; 
without receiving augmentation from any other river, is {wallow- 
cd upin aa aby{me or overture of the earth. ait 
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All Iadia throughout, in regard ofthe marvailous {patioufneffe 
thereof, is inhabited by many and fundry nations, none of which 
doe draw their originall from any forraigne land, but are called In 
digetes ; Never did any Colonicofftrangers enter in amongft them, 
neyther did they ever fend forth any of theirs into other parts. The 
Indians affirme that the firft men of the Countrey ufed fuch meat as 
the earth produced of it felf, and the skinnes of beafts for cloathing 
as the Greekes did, thatafterwardthey found out by little and little, 
arts and fciences, with other things neceffarie for life, as necef- 
fity taughtthem, being affifted by nature with hands, fpeech and un 
derftanding. 
Diowfusin  Thelearnedofthofe dayes have written, That Diéony/iws came in 
Tadia, to India with his Army from the weftern parts, at fuch time as men, 
{catteréd here and there, lived only in villages ; And that he overs 
ran all India, cherebeing no clofed towns to withftand him. Now 
becaufe his men (by reafon ofthe heate of the climate) dyed ofthe 
plague, he lead his Army from the plainstothe mountains, where 
they were freed of that difeafe by the coolnefs of the windes, and by 
the good waters which they drank at the freth {pring heads. Thele 
mountainous places, where his Army was fo faved, he called the 
Thigh , whence it was that the Greeks have fince feigned, how Diomy- 
fius was bred in F-upiters thigh. 
Now after hee had taught the Indians to plant divers Trees and 
Fruites, hee imparted to them the ufe of Wine, and many o- 
ther things profitable for mans life. Hee caufed them alfoto build 
faire Cities, and compelling them to abandon the fmall villages, he 
made them goe and dwel inthem. Hee inftru@ted them likewife in 
the manner of adoring the Gods, and of Sacrificing unto them, 
Moreover hee conftituted Lawes and Judgements for them, and at 
laft, for the great benefits they had received from him, and for ma- 
ny things by him invented, hee was efteemed asa Godby them, 
andinjoyedthe honors of immortalitie. They write farther, that 
hee had a great many of women in his army ; that hee ufed Tim- 
brels and Cymbals, Trumpets not being yet found out, andthat af- 
The death of ter hee had reigned two and fifty yeeres over the Indians, hee died 
Dioyfius. with age, leaving to his children the kingdome, which by little 
and little decaying, through the fault of his fucceffors, it cameat 
length to nothing , every Citie reafluming their libertic. Thefe 
things are delivered in India of Dioayfive and his fuccefSors, by them 
which inhabit the Mountains. 
perculesinthe LHe Zedtans doe hold moreover , with the Greekes, that Hercules 
Indiaes, paffed alfo even unto them, ‘armed with aclub, anda Lyons-skione, 
that he furpaffed all other men in force of body and virtue; That 
he tamed the monfters both of Sea and Land; And that by feverall 
wives he had one daughter, and divers fonnes ; amongf{t whom when 
they came to age, he diftribured all Iedia, erecting there as many 
Kingdomes as he had fonnes; and his daughter, which was bred up 
with him, he likewife madeaQueen. They fay alfo, That this Her- 
sules founded many Cities, and that the greateft and moft renouned 
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ofthem he called Palibotra, wherein having buile a fumptuous and 
magnificent Palace, he brought a great number of inhabirants into 
it, beautifying and fortifying it with fepuichres and rivers, This 
Jame Hercules likewife, after hisdeath, obtained immortal] honors : 
But his fucceflors, reigning long, fur many ages cogether, per- 
formed nothing worthy of memory; neither lead any Army out of 
their Dominions,nor fent any Colonie of theirs into other Nations. 
A long time after, many of the Cities recovered their liberty, the 
reft were governed by Kings untill the coming of Alexander, 

Now although there are many and divers Laws amoneft the Ip- 
dians, yet thofe which were made by cheir firft and moftantient 
Philofophers, were very admirable and ftrange ; for they ordained 
by law, that none amongft them fhould bea flave, but chat every Equalitie a! 
one fhould be free, and alike in honor and authoritie 5 thinking char Morel the 
thofe which accuftomed them{elves not tofurmount others, nor doe 
wrong to any perfon, had exceedingly well fitted their lives to all 
the chances of fortune; for it would feema great folly, that laws 
fhould be equally given to all, and not riches.and wealttin like fort 
to all. 

All the people of /ndia are divided into feven tribes, whereof the The rmdians 
firft are the Philofophers, who, though leffe in number chen the divided into 
others, are yet greater indignitie. Thefe being exempted from all ““" 1. 
charge,are neither {ubje@ to any, nor rule over any ; but as perfons ester 
that are agreeable tothe Gods,and that know what is done in Henge 
they receive from private perfons the oblations which they offer 
in facrifice to the Gods, and have a care ofthe dead, for which 
caufe they are prefented with many gifts, and are very much ho- 
nored.. Verily they are exceeding beneficiall to the people, for; 
affembling together in the beginning of the year, they foretell 
drought, rain, winde, ficknefle , and other things,.whereof the 
knowledge may be profitable; whereupon the King andthe peo- 
ple, underftanding things to come, flie from and efchue the bad, 
and prepare themielves for receiving the good. That Philofopher 
which foretels falfe things,undergoes no other punifhment then the 
being put to a perpetuall filence. 

The fecond tribe are the Husbandmen, the number of whom The fecond 
exceeds the reft,-and are exempted from warre and all other im: Antigo 
ployment, beftowing all their time only in tillingofthe grounds 
No enemy plunders them, nor provokes them with any injurie, but 
knowing them to be profitable members of the Com monwealth, 
they forbear doing them any hurts fo chat the husbandmen being! 
without fear,and freely applying themfelves to their labor, they are 
the caufe of all plenty. They live altogether inthe Country with 
their wives and children, and never goe to dwelin Towns : Trucit 
is, that they owe fome tribute to the Kings, for it is not lawfull for 
any private man to hold any land without paying the tribute due to 
the King, which is the fourth part of the fruit thereof. Arche (hic 
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The third tribe are the Sheepheards, and all fuch as are keepers Tribe,Sheep- 
of Cartel, who doe not in inhabic either in Towns or villages, bate i 
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The fourth 
Tribe, Artifi- 
cers. 


The fifthTribe, 


men of walre, 
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Ephori. 


The feaventh 
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dents of the 
publique 
Couneels, 


Some Ele- 
phants live 
200 years, 


The Hiftory of Book HI. 


ufe tents, and with hunting and nets preferve the Country from 
wild beafts and birds, which otherwife would infeft them and the 
Husbandmen, in their flocks and fowing their feed. 

The fourth tribe are the Artifficers, whereof fome imploy them- 
felves in making of Armes and Harne{s; fome in forging of inftru- 
ments for tillage ; and others about profitable and neccffary things. 


Thefe too, are not free from alltribute, but take their Corn from 


the Kings houfe: 
The fitth tribe are the Soldiers, who are the fecorid in number, 
and doe wholly exerercife themfelves in military tmatrers. All this 


‘multitude fo given tothe warrs, together wich the horfes and ele- 


phants, are entertained atthe Kings charge. 

The fixth tribe are the Ephori, wholook to all that is done in In- 
dia, and give an account thereot afterwards to the King, and in his 
abfence to the Princes and chief Governours. 

The feventh tribe are the Prefidents of the publique Counfels, 
who are few in number,but aboveall others excelling in prudence & 
nobilitie:: Out of them are fome chofen for the Kings Counfel, for 
the Government of the Commonwealth, and for judging of doubt- 
full matters. The Dukes and Princes are alfo taken out of their 
number. 

The policie of the Indians, being divided into fo many parts, it is 
not lawfullfor any one of the {aid tribes to marry a wife out of ano- 
ther; norto change his vocation; for it feems nor reafonable unto 
them, that a man of warr fhould till the ground, nor a Philofopher 
becomean Artificer, - 

There are in the Indiaes (as is declared before) a multitude of 
elephants, marvailous ftrong and great. This animal couples, male 
and female, notasmandoes, as{ome fay, but as horfes and four 
footed beafts. They commonly goe with young fixteen moneths 
at the leaft, foretimes eighteen. They bring forth like Mares, but 
one atatime, which thedamm gives fuck unto for the fpace of fix 
years. They live, for the moft part, to the age of an old man; and 
they which hold out longeft live two hundred years. | 

There are alfo in the Indjaes officers expresfly ordained to keep 
{trangers from injuries ; and if any one falls fick, they caufe him to 
becured by Phifitians entertained for that purpofe: they likewife 
give order for the burying of the dead, rendring their monie to their 
next kinred. 

The Judges take cognizance of all differences, and diligently 
punifh malefactors, Here we will leave {peaking of of the Indians, 
and come to other Nations of Afia. | 
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Cuap: XT; 
Of the Scythians. 
W E willnowtreate of the Scythians, which onthe one fide 


confrontwith the Indians, and in the beginning poffefled 
but a {mall countrey , but afterwards, through their fortitudeand 
virtue augmenting it by little and little, when they had fubdued ma- 
hy regions, they attained to a great Empire and much glory. This 
Nation, few in number of people, and for their ignobility defpi- 
fed of others, inhabited firft of all on theriver of Araxes , then com- 
ing to-havea warlikeking, and famous for military virtue, hee in- 
larged his territories from thehills to mount Cascafus, from the 
plaines to the Ocean, and from the lake Meotis and other places to 
the river of Tanas, 

The Scythians feigne, that of old times in their Country there 
Was a virgin born of the earth , who wasa woman fromthe thighs 
upward, and a ferpent downward, that brought forth afonne named 
Scytha-this fame becoming the moft triumphant Prince that ever was So Og fir 
before him, ftiled the people after his owne name, Scythians ; they bad Me 
fay alfo, that among ti the pofteritie of this King were two brothers 
of great worth, the one named Pluto , andthe orher Napis , who af- 
ter they had performed many noble exploits, dividing the king- 
dome betwecne them, they called ‘the one people Plutones, andthe 
other Napas : The race of which kings, being afterwards famous 
for their virtuous and warlike a@ions , brought under their fubje- 
ction the regions which were beyond the river of Tanaés even unto 
Thrace,and then turning their armies the other ay they came to the 
river Of Ni/us in Egypt, and made themfelves Lordsotal! the coun. 
tries that Jie betweene, extending their dominion from the great 
Ocean which is towards the Sun rifing, to the Ca(pian Sea, and the 
lake Meots. 

Thisnation, thus increafed in power had many kings worthy of 
memory, from whom fom of them were named Saces, {om Meffea- 
eetes, and others Arimafpes. Under thefe kings divers colonies were 
drawn out ofthe Provinces by them conquered, elpecially two prin- 
cipallones ; one ofthe Affyrians, which was planted betwixt Paphla- 
Sonia and the country ot Pontus ; andthe otherofthe Medes, which 
was placed neere to the river of Tana. and were called Sauromates : 
Thefe fame, many yceres after, extending their Em pire farabroad, 
{poyled and deftroyed the moft part of Scythia and left it utterly rui- 
nated, The Empire of the Scythians thus fading , they fay, that wo- 
men of great courage b: gan to reigne there; foramongft thofe Na: 
tions the women doe ufually apply themfelves to the watres, being 
little inferior in force to men, and many of them, full of magnani- 
mity, haveexecuted high and worthy enterprizes, not only in their 
owne countrey, bat alfo in the adjoyning regions. For wher Cyrus, 
king of the Perfiins, entred into Scythia with avery mighty army, 
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the Queen of the Scythians, having vanquifhed and takem him ina 
battail, caufed him to be crucified. Verily the virtue and fortitude 
of the Amazones was fuch, asthey fubjeGted, not only the Nations 
neer unto them, but a great parcalfo of Earopeand 4fi4. Now fince 
we have begun to {peak of them, it will noc be from our purpofe if 
we relate that which is written concerning them, though itbe more 
fabulous then true. 


Cuap. XI. 
Of the Amaxones. 


He AmaXones inhabited firft of all neer to the river of Thermé- 

don, who, jike unto men excelled in feats of Arms and 

The frp  iftrengthofbody. Their Queen in the beginning leavyed an Army 

Queen of che Of women,whom fhé trained up in military exercifes,and with them 

Amawacs. invaded certain ofthe neighbouring Matioas,; all which being re- 

duced under her obedisnce, and her glory and renown much in- 

: creafed, fhe brought forth a daugheer, whom thecalled the daugh- 

Men depured ter of Mars. The men fhe deputed to weaving and other offices be- 

fea’ * longing to women ; and enaéteda law; That women alone fhould 

Men forbidden OS DLEd up tothe warrs, forbidding men the ufe of Arms, and al- 

en forbidden ’ Z Myot Se AS . oat 

the ufe of Arms together imploying them in fervile affairs. They debilitated the 

arms and thighs of their male children,to the end they fhouldbeun 

fit for the warrs. They feared the right breft of their girls, that it 

might be no hindrance tothem iatheir fhooting, from whence the 

name of AmaXones was giventhem. This Queen, of furpaffing pru- 

dence and knowledgein military matters, built a goodly Citie at 

the mouth of the river of Thermodon, which fhe named Themifcyra, 

and therein a fair and magnificent Palace. Now in regard that in 

all her enterprifes the exactly obferved military difcipline, the added 

to her Empire all the adjacent Nations, even unro theriver of 

| Tanaé, and afterwards died valiantly fighting againft her enemics. 

The fecond Her daughter fucceeding her, both in her Kingdome and virtues, 

paired exceeded all her glorious deeds 5 for, caufing all the young virgins 

‘ to be exercifed from their tender years in hunting, fhe rendred them 

by that means moft apt andready for all exploits of warr. ‘She in- 

ftituted facrifices to Mars and Diana, whom {he named Tauropolinm, 

and taught what folemnities fhe would have to be ufed therein. 

Paffing afterwards with an Army beyond the river of Tanai, fhe 

fubdued all the people of thofe regions,even unto Thrace. Returning 

then with a world of {poils into her Kingdame, fhe caufed two 

magnificent Temples to be built unto the Gods, gaining the love 

and good will of all her fubje@s by well and juftly ruling. Laftly, 

turning her forces tothe other fide ofthe river, fhe reduced under 
her obedience a part of Afia, as farre as Siria. 

_ She being dead the next of her race fucceeded inthe Kingdome 

and reigned uprightly ; fothat the Amazons were of greatrenown 
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and reputation. Now a long rime after the fame of their powerand 
magnanimity being {pread over all the world, it is faid, thar king 
Enriftheus commanded Hercules, the fonne of Fupiter, and Alcume- 
#a,to bring him the military girdle of Hipolita, then queenc of the 
Amaxones , tor which occafion Hercules making warre upon them, 
and having difcomfited their army in a battayle, heetooke the 
queene Hypolita ani hergvrdle : By this defeate the kingdome of 
the Amazones was utterly deilroyed, for the neighbouring nations 
contemning the name of the Amaxones, and mindtull of the injuryés 
they had received from them, profecuted. them with {uch crijel] 
and continual! warres, that they extinguifhed the name and race of 
them. 

Furthermore it is faid, that not long after this expedition of Her. 
cules, and in the time of the 7 rojan watte, Queene Pentefilia, the 
daughter of Mars, being cerrified with fuch a flaughtef of her wo- 
men, fled withthe reft of the Amaxones from her countrey, and went 
to the fuccour of the Trojans, where (after the death -of Hector) ha. 
ving performed many brave exploits, thee was killed by Achilles. 
This fame, much renouned for her valour and virtue, being the laft 
queene of the AmaXones, the reft of that Nation from thence for. 
wardcamie, by little and little, to nothing : So that all, which is 
now delivered oftheir high and magnanimous actions, is counteda 
meere device and fable. But fince wee are entted {6 farre'inito the 
matters of Afia, that tends to the North, it feems not unfit to us to 
recite that whichis written of the Hyperboreans. 


Cuap. XIII. 


Of the Hyperboreans. 


\ Mongft them which have writtencld Hi:ftoryes, refembling 

~ A. fables, Hecatews and fome others have faid, that in the Ocean, 
oppofite to the Celtes, there is an Ifland little leffe then Sicilia, un- 
der the artique pole, where they whoare called Hyperboreans doe ine 
habit , fo named becaufe they are very much fubject to the north 
winde. They fay that this Iland is exceeding good and fertile, bea: 
ring fruit twice a yeere , they feigne alfo that Latona was bornein 
this Hand, in regard whereof Apollo isadored there above all other 
Gods. The menofthe Hand areas it were Priefts of Apollo, daily 
finging his hymnes and prayfes, and highly honouring him. They 
{ay moreover that in jt there is a great Foreft, anda goodly Temple 
of Apollo, which is round and beautified with many rich gifts and 
Ornaments, as alfoa Citie facred to him, whereofthe moft part of 
the inhabitants are harpers, on which inftrument they play conti- 
nually in the Temple, chanting forth hymnes to the praife of Apolle, 
and magnifying his aéts intheir fongs, Thefe Hyperboreans wife tie 
proper Janguage of the Greekes , but they are efpecially joyned in 
leacue of friendfhip with the Athenians and Delians - Fort hey {ay 
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that certain @recks came in times paftto them, and in their Temple 
prefented divers fumptuous cifts infcribed with Greek letters ; 
wheretipon one amongft them, named Adbaris, pafs’d into Greece and 
confirmed the amitie which a long time before was contracted with 
thofe of Delos. They recount likewife, That in this ifland the Moon 
is {een very little diftant from the earth, having in her, as it were, 
the refemblance of certain heaps of earth, which are evidently di- 
{cerned. They fay alfo, that this God Apolls comes into the Hand 
every nineteenth year, and how in that {pace the revolution of the 
ftarrs is performed ; for which caufe the time of thofe years ts called 
by the Greeks, the Meton year , andthey think, that in che mean while 
Apollo, wholy given topleafure, doth nothing but play on the harp 
and fing all the night long, from the equinoétiall of March to the ri- 
fing of the Pleiades, Now they which command in their Citie and 
prefide inthe Temple are the Boreades, the progeny of Boreas, who 
hold the Principalitie by fucceffion. 
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Cuarv. & LUT 
of Arabia, and of that which is in it. 


Eare now to paffe into the other parts of Afa, efpecially 

Y= into thofe wherein is che Country of Arabia, which, being 
feated between Syria and Egypt, is diftinguifhed into many and fun- 
dry Nations ; for the Arabians, that are towards the funne rifing and 


called Abatees,inhabite a defart Country whichis without water,and - 


fcarcely bears any fruit. They are great theeves, mightily infefting 


their neighbours with their robberies, and can hardly be vanquifh- 
ed. They which inhabit the regions where there is no water, have 


wells that are unknown to ftrangers ; fothat they are ont of all dan-. 


er of their enemies; for they which purfue themeither dye with 
thirft, becaufe they know not where the wells are, or can nevet re- 
turn again, being wearied and quite tired out. And for this reafon 
doe the Arabians, which dwell in thefe places, live in libertie,with- 
out ever being fubjected to any forraign Prince, either Affyrian, Mede 
or Perfias ; nOr could the Kings of Macedon themfelves ever fubdue 
chem, although their power was exceeding great. 

There is inthis Country of the Abatees a rock marvailous ftrong 
by, nature, whereunto one cannot aicend bur by one only ftraie 
paffage, and therefore needs no great number of men to guard it, 
There likewife is a huge lake, above one hundred and chirty 
leagues long, and almoft four broad, which produceth afphalea or 
bitumen, that yeilds no little profit. The water of his lake is bitrer 
and of a very evill fent, whence it comes that there is neither fifh 
Nor any aquatile creaure in it:and though many ftreams of frefh wa- 
ter doe fall into it,yet 1s not the nature thereof changed. The moitie 
of this lake yeilds every year a mighty quantity of Afphalta, fome- 
times it amounts to threefcore fadom, every way {quare, fome- 
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times to forty ; whereupon the adjoyning Barbarians call the 
greateft part the Bull, and the leffer the Calfe. When the Lake is 
in that fort full of Ajphalta, it feemes a farre off to bee an land, and 
when it is about to caft forth this a(phalta, the fignes thereof doe 
plainly appeare two and twenty daies before; for many furlongs 
round about this lake, a great ftinke is fmelt, ftirred up by the 
winde, which takes away the colour of gold, filver and braffe ; that 
comes to it felfagin upon the turning ofthat winde. The adjacent 
places corrupted by the ftench of the Lake, andby the heate. are 
the caufe of divers difeafes to the inhabitants, as alfo of the fhort- 
nefle of their lives; howfoever this region of the Abataes is very 
fruitfull of palme trees,which are watered with ftreames and {prings. 
In one of the vallies of this countrey erowes balme, commodious 
for many medicines ; and a matter of great profit, in regard it is 
not found in any other place of the world befide. 
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Of Arabia the happie. 


fe fame doth fo much differ from that other adjoyning diy 
and defert Arabia, as for the multitude of fruits and other 
thnings which grow there; it is called Arabiathe happy. | Itpro- 
_.duceth great ftore of Canes, andthat which is called Schinus, as 
alfo divers Aromaticks. There is moreover aboundarce of Trees, 
whofe leaves yeelde a very fweete {mell, and others from whom 
diftill {undty Gummes, as Myrrhe, and Incenfe, which is foa» 
‘greeable tothe Gods, and diffufed over all the world, Cottona!fo 
and Caflia, Cynamon, and many other fuch like things: Truly 
rhere is {uch a world of odoriferous hetbs and trees in this Region, 
as they heate their Ovens therewith, that which others nations of- 
fer, andthat not often, to the Gods, upon their Altars ; yea and 
cover their fervants beds with things that ate rare in other countries, 
Tue beft Cynamon growesin Arabia , Rofin likewife, and Turpen- 
tine ofan excellent favor. The mountaines produce there , not 
Only Firrs and Poplars, but alfo Cedars, and a kinde of tree that 
they call Baraton. It yeeldeth alfo many other plants, which 
gives a wonderfull {weete fmell to paffengers : Now that evety 
thing is fo odoriferous there, proceeds from the nature of the foile, 
for digeing the ground in many places they meet with certain {weet 
{melling clods of earth, which put into the fire, like Iron-ore, or 
other metal, they convert into great ftones fit to build withall, 
and being afterwards framed into fome worke, that which joynes 
them together melts with the rayne that falls upon it, andthenthey 
clofe fo faftto one another, asthe wal! feemes to bee but one only 
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Inthis Avatiathere are alfo mines of gold, which isnot melted 

in the fire, as in other parts, but digging it out of the earth it comes 

forch inthe forme of chef-nuts, and is fo bright as it renders the pre- 

cious ftones whichare fet in it exceeding refplendent : Moreover 

ach abundanceof cattle is there, as many ftrangers doe gaine their 

living by ferving as flicepheards and neatheards amongft them ; they 

have no bread-corne, but the want thereof is fupplyed with the 

wonderful plenty of all kinde of good fruits, and other excellent 
things. 


Cuar. XVI. 
of Atabia the Stony, 


f He other part of Arabia, adjoyning to Syria, is full of many and 
fundry wilde beafts, for Lions and Leopardsare found in it, 
more in number and greater then in Libia, and befides the Tigers, 
firnamed Babilonians, it produceth many other creatures of a mixt 
nature and two kindes; whereof{ome are called Auftridge-camels, 
being derived from a Camel and an Auftridg, whence they take 
their name : They grow tothe bigneffe of a Camel, having {mall 
hairs on their heads, great black eyes like to thofe of a Camel, a 
long neck, a fhort and fharp beak, long thighs covered all over with 
foft feathers, and cloven feet, fo that fhe feems to be both a terre- 
ftriall creature and a Bird ; but in regard ofher heavineffe fhe cannor 
fly, but only runns on the ground marvailous{wiftly. They are 
hunted by horfmen, whom fhe many times ftrikes with ftones 
which fhe hurls at them with her feet, as it were out of a fling: when 
fhe cannot efcape, fhe hides her head in thick woods or dark places, 
not out of a naturall floth, or for thatno body fhould fee her (as 
fome fay) but becaufe that part of the body, weaker then the reft, 
feeks fhelter inthe fhadowe ; for nature, a good miftriffe to all creas 
tures for their fafety, takes care, not only to continue her felf, but 
alfo to preferve the things which fhe produceth. Thofe beafts 
called Cameleopards, are procreated of them whofe name the 
bear; howbeit chey are leffe then Camels and have fhorter necks, 
but they refemble the Leopard in head, eyes, colour, and hair : 
they divide the hoof like a Camel, and have the tail long like a Leo- 
ard. | 
Furthermore there are in Arabia many Tragelaphes, Buffles, and 


divers other beafts of fundry forms and intermixed natures, which 
we will omit for brevities fake. 
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Crap. XVIFE. 


© An incident of the operation and force of the Sunne. 


T is evident that the Sunne brings great force and virtue for ge- 

neration to this region, {cituated directly under the Meridian,be- 
caufe itnaturally produceth many goodly and different beafts ; for 
the fame reafon are there Crecodiles and Sea-horfes in Egypt ;asal- 
lo in Ethiopia and inthe Defarts of Libis a great number of Ele- 
phants, divers forts of Serpents and Dragons, and other wilde 
beafts of a ftrange force and bigneffe. In the Indiaes likewife the 
Elephants are bigger bodyed, {tronger, and more in number then 
otherwhere: And in thofe regions are not only many beatts of feve- 
rall kinds, procreated by the power and virtue of the Sun, but alfoa 
world of pretious ftones of different natures as well in colour as 
{plendor; forthe ftone called criftall, is compofed of pure water 7, Aaa 
congealed, not by cold, but by the force of a continuall hear, which Cita. 
is the caufe that it receives and conferves in its hardneffe many 
different colours. The Emeralds alfo and Berills growing inthe 
Braffe mines, take their form and colour from heaven; and the 
heat of the Sunne gives to ftones chat colour of gold which they 
have: wherefore they fay, that counterfeit ftones may be made of 
Criftal; by adding fome other colour thereunto. The heat of the 
Sunne likewife makes Carbuncles of divers forts; and by the fame 
reafon all kinde of Birds receive the colour of their feathers fo dif- 
ferent one from another, as purple, white, yellow , and green; all 
which we fee are done by the beams and {plendor of the Sunne: 
and the fame we behold in the Rain-bow, whichtakes its different 
colours from him : The diverfitie of all which things the Philofo~ 
phers attribute to the Superior influences by the cooperation of the 
heat ofthe Sunne, which gives life to the forms of all things, and 
makes that varietie of flowers, and fo many feverall colours produ- 
ced by the earth. The art of man then defiring to imitate this work 
of nature, did afterwards add diverfitic of colours to every thing. 
Truly itis very apparent, that colours, odors, fruits, different {a- 
vours , greatneffe of creatures, forms of things, and varietie of 
kindes produced by the earch, are made and procreated by the heat 
of the Sunne, which, warming the moifture of the earth, isthe true 
and only caufe of thofe produGions. | 

Moreover, neither the marble that grows in the Ile of Paros, nor 
other moft efteemed ftone whatfoever, isto be compared ro the 
Marble of Arabia, for the whiteneffe thereofis moft refplendent, 
the weightineffe very ponderous, and yet it is as polifhable as any 
other; fucha propertie doth the force and virtue of the Sunne give 
to this province as we have declared before ; for his heat thickens, 


his drynefs hardens, and his fplendor illuminates. In like manner 
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all kind of Birds participating of heat, and by reafon of their light. 
nefle flying, have, by the operatton inthe Sunne, their feathers of 
divers colours, efpecrally in the regions that are neereft thereunto: 
The Country of Babilon breeds a multitude of Peacocks, differing 
in diverfitie of colours. The higher Syria produces Parrots, Pelli- 
cans, Turkycocks, and many other kinds of Creatures of feverall 
colours, even as other Countries do that are in the fame climate, 
namely India, the Red-Sea, Ethiopia, and a part of Libya. But more 
to the Baft, the regions, which there are more fertile, produce no- 
bler and greater creatures then others,according to the power which 
the Sunne haththere. The fruit of the Date trees in Zibia is {mall 
and fower : And in the lower Syria the Dates which they call 
Cariotes, are better then in other Countries, as well for fweetnefs 
as for greatneffe and favor; But in Arabia and Babilon there growes 
much greater, fix fingers broad, whereof fome are yellow, fome 
red, and orhers purple, very delightfull to the eye and excellent in 
tafte. The Palm or Datetree is tall, and {trait to the very top, with 
goodly large branches {preading farr and wide abroad. 


A continuance of the Fiiftory. 


Hat part of Arabia which is direétly under the mid-dayes 
ww Sunne, is called, by the Inhabitants of the Country, Arabia 
the happy. | 

The éaterior Arabia is wholly inhabited by Sheepheards, who live 
alwayes in Tents, and beftowing all their time in keeping of Sheep 
and Cattel, take up a great extent of land. The other part of 
Arabia which is between this and 4rabia the happy, 1s without water, 
and, as we have faid defart. 

That Arabia lying towards the weft, is altogether fandy, fo that 
they which travel through it, are conftrained, like faylers at Sea, to 
direct their courfe by the pole artique. 3 

The other part of Arabia adjoyning to Syria, is in divers places 
full of Husbandmen and Merchants, who allured with the gain of 
fuch commodities as are rare in other Countries, doe furnifh their 
neighbours aboundantly therewith. 

The faft pare of Arabia which is feated on the Ocean above the 
happy, is divided by many great rivers, and is full of moars and lakes 
thatare of a great circuit; by means whereof being watered as 
well with thofe rivers as with the rain, it produceth for themoft 
parts two cropps in a year. In this region are many troops of Ele- 
phants and other beafts of different kindes and divers forms: Itis 
alfo replenifhed with Cattel], efpecially of Oxen, and Sheep which 
have mighty great tails ; there are withall many forts of Camels 


Camels with found in it, both fat and lean, whereof fome have two bunches on 


two buncheson 
iF 


their backs, 


their backs, and are firnamed Ditiles, of whofe flesh and milk thofe 
of 
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of that Country live. Some ofthofe Ditiles being ufed to burthens, 
carry twenty bufhels,of corne, or five men lying ina bed, but thofe 
named Anacales and Lagarés, which are in thape like unto Dro. 
modarics, difpatch a great deale of way, even through the defarts 
and places where there is nowater, bearing two archers in batraile 
placed back to back} the one fighting againft his enemy before, 
am the other againft his. purfucr behinde.” This (hall fuffice for 4: 
rabia. 


Se 
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Of the land found in the fouth.Sea, and of the nature of the Inha- 
bitants thereof. 


OW weewill fpeake fuccin@ly of the Iland found in the 
| great Ocean Sea towards the fouth, and of the incredible 
things which are faid thereof, as alfo of the manner how it was 
found out. So it is;thatin times paft there was one named fambolus. 
brought up from his youth in the trade of a Merchant, who apply: 
ino himfelf ftill to that courfe after the death of his father, which 
was of the fame profeflion , it hapned, that paffing on atime tho- 
rough Aravia , to buy {pices hee was taken by theeves, together 
With all his companions ; one of the which, and hee being fetto 
keepe fheepe y both of them were afierwards taken againe by cer- 
taine Ethiopians, paflengers, and carried beyond. the Maritime E- 
thiepia. Nowbecaule they were ftrangers, thofe Ethiopians had ta- 
ken them to expiate their Countrey , for the inhabitants thereof 
had a cuftome, ordained by an Oracle of the Godsa long while be: 
fore; and that had beene already obferved for thirty generations, 
which was fix hundred yeeres (every generation being accounted 
thirty yeeres) to make their cxpiation by two men, inthe manner 
following. They hada little veffell {trong enough to refift the waves 
ofthe Sea, and fuchastwo men might well governe, wherein they 
put as much victual as would ferve rhofe two'men for {ix moneths; 
and ordained them according tothe an{were of the Oracle, to faile 
{till directly towards the South, cill they fhould arrive at a very 
rich Iland, where the people were genrleandkinde and led a moft 
happy life. Now if they performed this and arrived fafe atthat I- 
land, their Country would continue fix hundred yeeres in péace 
and profperity, whereas on the contrary, terrified with the length 
ofthe voyage, they fhould like wicked and cowardly men returne 
back againe, they would bee the caufe of great misfortune and ca: 
lamities to all the Nation : And, they fay , thasthofe Ethiopians 
made feafts and facrifices on the Sea-fhore at their departure, pray- 
ing the Gods to give a prof{perous ba to the two men,to He 

| See: end 
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end that the whole region might thereby be purged and purified; as 
it ufed to be. be 43 
Fambelws then and his companion being condemned tothis yoy- 
age, after they had navigated four moneths, and indured many 
ftorms and tempefts onthe Sea, were tranfported into a round Hand 
An Wand 312 which was three hundred and twelve leagues and a half in circuit 5 
leagues about. here being arrived,fome of the Inhabitants came to receive chem, 
others ranwondring atthe fighc of thefe ftrangers, whom never: 
thelefs they encertayned kindly and lovingly, giving them part of all 
that they had. The men of this Iland are not like in body and con- 
ditions to ours, although amongft themfelves they are all of one 
and the fame form and ftature, being fix foot high and better. The 
Bonesofmen bones of thefe men doe turne and winde every way,like unto nerves: 
as fuppleas and their bodies are nimbler and ftronger then ours; for when the 
wie hold any thing in their hands one cannot wreft it out of them : They 
have no hair but on their heads, eye-brows, cyc-lids,and chins ; all 
the reft of cheir body is fo {mooth and fleek, as there is not fo much 
as an hair appearing thereon. They are fair handfome and well 
fhaped, fave only that their cars are greater and wider then ours. 
Their tongues alfo are much different trom other mens, for theirs 
have fomthing more in particular,proceeding both from nature and 
Divided arts fortheir congues are naturally a little divided, and then they 
congues. = flit them further in, fo that they feem to be double from the root 
forward ; by which means they vary their fpeech as they lift, ufin 
not only cheir common language, but counterfeiting alfo the fing- 
ing of divers Birds. And that whichis yet more to’be marvail’d-at) 
People that they talk at one and the fame time with two perfons perfealy in 
Svea andehe anfwering and difputing, for with one part of the tongue they fpeak 
fametime. © to one, and with the other part they {peak to another. | 
~ Ie is very certain, that the aire in this Iland is all the year long 
pure and clear, and (as the Poct writeth) that the Pear is inceflanc- 
Jy on the Pear tree, the Apple on the Apple tree, the Grape on the 
. Wine,andthe Fig on the Figg tree. They fay moreover, that the 
day and night are continually equall; and that about noon there is 
nothing that cafts a fhadowe, becanfe the Sunne is dire@ly over 
chem. The people of this Iland live in Tribes and Companies, 
none of which nevertheleffe doe exceed the number of four hun- 
dred, abiding alwaies in Meadows, and contenting themfelves with 
the fruits which the earth produceth of it felf; forthe virtne and 
goodneffe of the Iland, and the temperature of the aire, renders the 
ground of its own accord more then fertile. There grow in this 
fland mary Cancs beariag a fruit like unto vetches, which being 
cane they {prinkle with warm water fo long till it comes tothe 
ignefie of a Pidgeons egg, and braying it they make good and fa- 
vory bread thereof. | 
There are alfo in this Iland very great {prings of water, whereof 
fome are hor and proper for the ufe of Baths, as alfo for the curing 
of certain difeafes, che others are cold and good, ferving for the 
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pre@rvation of health. The Inhabitants of the [land are curious of 
alifciences efpecially of Aftrologie. | 

They ufe particular Letters, co the numberof eight and twenty, a8 Letrers in 
according to the fignification they give them, but they arecontei- feven chara- 
ned in feven characters, whereof each one is interpreted foure feve- ae 
rallwaies. They live long, tothe age ofan hundred and fifty yeers People living 
and moft commonly without fickneffe, If any one amongft them te 154 yean. 
falls into a fever or other indifpofition, they compell him, by alay 
written, to die 5 they write not athwart as wee doe ,, but draw their 4 prance 
lines direétly from the top to the bottom. After they Have lived to form ciweiing 
a certaine time, that once paft, their cuftome is to procure their 
owne death themfelves , for which purpofe there isin their Hand 
two forts ofhearbs, wherein if any onc lies and repofeth himfelfe, Mortifcrous 
hee falls into a {weete fleepe and fo dies. Their women are not mar: bea". 
ried, but are common to all, and their children are equally brought 
up and loved of every one, fora pretty while after they are weaned, 
_ the men fteale them from their mothers, and conceale them ever af- 
ter from them in fuch fort as they never come to know them againe, 
whence it happens that they live together in perfe& amity and con- 
cord, without any fedition, as being altogether voyd of ambition, 
or any particular affection. In this [land there is a kinde of little peas tike und 
beaft of a ftrange nature, and their blood of a marveilous property's 0 Tortoifer, 
their bodiesare round and fomewhat like to a Tortoife , thorough Dving fer 
the midft of them runnestwo little lynes or ftteakes, at the end of cares, 
each of whichthere is an eye and an eare, {0 that they fee with foure 
eyes, and heare with foure eares; they have but one gut and a fto: 
mack, whereinto the meate defcends ; they have fecte all round ae 
bout their bodies, wherewith they goe on which fide they lifts the 
blood of the beaft (as they affirme) is ofa wonderfull property, 
for all manner of bodies, whether of man or beaft, cut into peeces 
or morcels, provided there bee life ftillin them, being dipped in A wonderfull 
the blood of this beaft, will prefently re-aflemble and joyne toge. proPe 
ther againe ; in like fort an hand, or other part ofthe body, cutoff; 
will peece againeand become as it was before, ifthat blood be ap- 
plied thereunto whileft the wound is frefla and green. 

Eeach company of the people of this Iland doe keepe great byrds 
of divers natures, by whom they make a tryall what their children 
willbe; for they put them on thofe birds, and ifin flying in the aire A tiall of 
they fit faft and confidently, without fear, they bring them up ; but S86 
On the contrary, if their hearts fail chem either through tearor 
cowardife, they caft them away, as unworthy of living any longer, 
and unfit for any exercife ofthe minde. The ancienteft manof each 
of thofe companies or tribes commands as King over the reft 5 but 
when they have accomplifhed the age of an hundred and fifty years, 
he puts himfelf co death by their law, and he that is mof ancient 
next unto him, takes upon himthe Principality. 

The Sea which invirons this,Iland is tad wee and tifing up in 
reat billows, but it hath the tafte of fre(h water. In this Country 
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fieither the pole artique, nor many other ftarrs which are feen with 
us, doappear. There are feven [lands of the fame bigneffe equally 
diftant the one from the other, inhabited with ‘the like kinde of 
People living under the femblable Laws and Cuftomes. Nowal- 
though the earth there produceth of it felf vi@tuals enough in aboun- 
dance for all the inhabitants, yet they ufe them foberly ; forthey 
défirenone burfimple meats, and are contented with what is fufhi- 
dient for their fuftenance. They feed on boyled and roafted flefh, 
éontenining the artof Cooks and fauces of divers tafts and favors, 
as things unprofitable and fuperfluous. | | : 


They catch fifi and fowl of all’ forts. Divers fruir trees grow 


there naturally; amongft’ orhet the Olive tree and'the Vine, from 


whence they draw a great quantitie of Oyland Wine. There is al- 
fo in this Iland a number of huge Serpents, which doe hurtto none, 
and are.good to e¢ate. Their clothes are made of a fine wooll that is 
white and foft, which they gather from amongft the Canes and 
Reedsand dye tt into fcarletand purple in grain. Moreover there 
are fo many forts of ftrange beafts init,as is almoft incredible. The 
people thereof obferve-one certain manner of feeding, contenting 
themfelves day by day with one only meat; for one day they eat 


'fifh, another day fowl, fometimes terreftriall creatures, and other- 
. whiles'oyl, or fuch like fimple meat. | 


“The Inhabitants of this Iland imploy themfelves in divers and 
fundry exercifes'; fome of them help one another, fome fifh, others 
are Artificers, fome are occupied about things rteceffary and pro- 
sitable fot the ufe of the people, and others (except fuch as are old) 
thare together the falarie which they have received for.their fervi- 
ces. Upon their feftivall dayes they fing divers hymms in honor of 
the Gods, efpecially of the Sunne, unto whom they have vowed 
chemfelves and their Ilands. They bury their dead on the Sea 
Shore, covering the corps with a little fand when the tide is low, to 
theend the flood may at its return carry allaway. Itis faid, chat 
the Canes from which they gather their fruits diminifh and ang- 
ment accordingtothe Moon. The water of their fountainsis fweee 
and wholfome to drink, butis a little warm, ifit be not refrefhed 
with other cold water, or putring wine to it. : 


After that Fambolus and his companion had remained feven 
years inthis Iland, they were driven out of it whether they would 
orno, as wicked men and ufing evil cuftomes. Their Veffell then 
wasrigged and furnifhed with victuals for their return, and fothey 
were Conftrayned to be gone. | 


Finally, at the end of four moneths, after they had paffed many 
firaights, fands and fhoales, fambolus, his companion being dead 
wich foul weather at Sea, arrived ata little Village in /ndia, from 
whence 


———— 
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whence the Inhabitants thereof carried him to the King, who was 


then refident at a Citie of his, named alsbrota, very farr diftant 
from the Sea. 2 


Now for as much as the King loved the Greeks, and muche- 
ficemed of their virtue and learning, he gave him many guifts, 
and caufed him to be condu@ed into Perfia, whence afterwards 
he returned fafely into Greece. 


All which things Farmbolws hath fince committed to writing, 
and hath treated of many particulars concerning the Indies, 
which were*before to us unknown. 
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Of the Ethiopians which are beyond Libia; Of their Kings, Laws, 
and other Particulars. | | 


=| Ince we have heretofore written thofe. Ancient things, 

which worthy of memory were in the Provinces of . 

Egypt, and Cd fia, the prefent Booke fhall containethe The Esha 
Antiquities of Ethiopia, Libia, and other Countries of the Weal i 
Africa. The Ethiopians boaft that they were the firft 

Men which were Created in the World, becaufe no 

ftranger ever came to inhabit in their Countrey ; and therefore they 

that were ingendred fo there, were juftly and with the confent of all cal- 

led Indigetes ; And truly it is very likely, that they whichlive dire@ly 

under the Meridian , were the firft Men that were produced on, the 

Earth; for fince the heate of the Sun, by drying up the wet Earth, gives 

life ro all things, itis neceflary, that all kinde of Creatures fhould at the 

beginning be procreated in places which are neereft to the Sun. 

The Ethiopians maintaine alfo , that the worfhip of the Gods was Eybiepians the 
firft of all found out and obferved by them ; as alfo the Sacrifices, firft inventers 
Pompes,Solemnities,and all other things, whereby honour is done unto °% ‘Pe Gon? 
them by Men; fo that it is apparent by the common fame of their Piety 
and Religion fpread over all the World, thae the Sacrifices and Cere- 
monies of the Ethiopians are marveilous,agreeable tothe Gods ; and 
hereof the moft ancient and renowned of all the GreekPoets gives a good 
Teftimony ; when as in his Iliads he introduceth fupiter, and all the 
other Gods going into Ethiopia, as well tothe Sacrifices, which were 
accuftomed to be made unto them, as to the {weete favor of the geod 

Aa odors 
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odors that they burntin their honour. It is faid alfo, that the Ethiopians 
received thig of the Gods, in recompence of their devotion and «affect. 
Orunto them, that they were never fubdued by any forraigne King, but 

The Ethiopians have alwayes remained in liberty : For although. many Princes have 

ad. indeavored with mighty armies to reduce them under their obedience, 
yet could none of them ever get the Dominion over them. Amongt 
whom Camby/fes, having affailed the Ethiopians with all his forces, was 
not onely utterly defeated by them , but was alfo in great danger of his 
Lifes’ Semyramis likewife,a Lady fo renowned, both for the gteatneffe 
of her Enterptifes, and:the-high Exploites by heratchieved, jhad io 
fooner invaded Ethiopia , but thee ftraight way retired from thence, as 
being out of all hope of prevayling there; Nay Hercules, and Dionifivs, 
after they had paffed,thorough all Nations and Countries of the World, 
durft not affaile the Ethiopians their Neighbours, but lefe them in peace, 
afwell in regard of their Religion and Devotion towatds the Gods, as 
for that they held them to be invincible. cs 

They of Ethiopia affirme further , that the Egéptians are defcended 
ofthem, from the time that Ofrs planted a Colonie of them in Egypr, 
which before was not firme Land, nor habitable, but was at the begin- 
ing covered with the Sea, ‘and that afterwards with the flime and mud, 
which the inundation of Nilws brought along out of Ethiopia, the earth 
being raifed by licttleand little, became.,Continent , as may be eafily 
feene inthe mouthes of Nils ; for the River adding every yeare new 
matterto thei, the Sea is faine to give way tofo many great heapes 
of Earth, which are brought thither by the increafe of the River. In 
this manner then did the Land of Egypt take its beginning from the earth 
thac was drawn out of E#hiopia. 

They fay moreover, that many Lawes of Ethiopia were tran{ported 
into Egypt, the Colonies keeping the Statutes and Ordinances of their 
Anceftors ; for holding their Kingsto be Gods, placing their chiefeft 
ftudy and affection on the fumptuoufnefle of Sepultures, and many 
other things, do all proceede from the Difcipline of the Ethiopians. 
Befides, theufe of great Statues, andthe formes ot Letters, were taken 
fiom them;for although theEgyprians ufe proper and particulat Letters, 
which thecommion people ftudy and learne, yet have they for all that, 
fuch:as they call facred Letters, knowne onely to their'Priefts, which 
have beeneprivately taught them by their Parents; but in Zthjopze all 
the Men ufethe fame Figures and Characters of facred Letters. The 
Priefts alfoboth of the oneand other Nation, obferve one and the fame 

; Order s:for both of them go to their Divine Services purely and chaft- 
ly; wearing the fame ftoles and attire,and bearing a Scepter of the fame 
forme, like utito'a Plough-fhare , which the Kings alfodo ufe. .The 
Prieits likewife weare great high-crowned Hats, and’a tuft at the end 
ofthem, wreathed about with Serpents, which they Name Afpics, 
in-fignification’, that they; who dare ‘attempt any thing againft the 
King, are fubje&t, and doe deferve to be deftroyed by the byting of 
fuch venemous Creatures. Many other things are faid of the antiqat- 
ty of the Ethiopians, and of theit Colonie in Egypt, which we will paffe 
by as unneceflary , and will fpeake of the Erhiopians Letters, called 
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by the Egyptcans facred, to the end that nothing of ancient times may be 
omitted. 
The Ethiopians Letters are made to the refemblance of divers Crea- 
tures, of the members of Men, and of fundry inftruments and tooles 
of Artificers ; neither doe they expreffe their words by the com- 
pofition of Lecters and Sillables, but by the formes of Images, the 1. ocligey 
fignification whereof through ufe hath remained in the memory of Mens Teh 
for they write downe a Kite, a Crocodile, a Serpent, the Eye of a man, 
an Hand, a Pace, and other fuch likethings. Now the Kite fignifies 
a thing quickly done,becaufe it is one of the fwifteft Birds that is,and this 
Character is alloappropriated to Domefticall affaires that are {peedily 
difpatched : The Crocodile denotes evill ; the Eyean obferver of Ju- 
ftice, anda guardian of the wholebody ; The right Hand with Open 
Fingers, reprefents Liberty ; the left {hut and clofe , fignifyes niggard- 
linefs and avarice. In like manner the Figure of other parts of the body, 
and of certaine inftruments , doe fhew fome other thing amongft the 
Ethiopians, who retayning the fame, through a long ufeand Medita- 
tion in their memory, do prefently , and at firft fight underftand what 
thofe Figures meane. 
Some cuftomes of the Ethiopians differ very much from thole of 
other Nations, efpecially about the Election of their King ; for they 
chufe out the beft Priefts that are amongft them, whereof hee that is 
taken by the Idoll of their God ( whom they carry all about; running 
up and downe like fo many Bacchanalls ) is fuddenly created King by Tie manne: 
the People, and honored as a God, with kneeling unto, and adoration, of «le@ing 
in regard they believe that hee is given to them by the Divine Provi- ene 
dence. He that is thus elected to be their King, leades from thence for- Eshiopian. 
ward a life regulated by the Lawes, doing all things according to the 
ufe of the Countrey, without any power to reward or punith his Sub- 
jects, beyond the Ancient Ordinances obferved by his Predeceffors. It 
is the cuftome of thefe Kings of Ethiopia not to put any of their Sub- 
jects to Death, although hee be condemned thereunto, but they fend 
one of their Executioners of Jufticeto the condemned perfon withthe 
figneof Death, which hee that is condemned takes fromthe Executio- 
ner, and goes inftaatly away to his houfe, where hee puts himfelfe to 
Death. Neither are thofe Kings permitted to change the punifhment 
of Death in banifhment, as the Greekes do: They relate to this purpofe, 
how it hapned once, that one of thofe , unto whom the figne of Death 
had been fent, determined to abandon his Countrey, and fly, and that 
his Mother fufpeting it caft an Halter about his neck , and ftrangled A ftrange 
him, heenot fo much as offering to defend and fave himfelfe, forteare exmple. 
it fhould afterwards redound to the fhame and reproach of his Kindred. 
But this verily is yet more mervailous , which they tell of the Death 
of their Kings ; forthe Priefts, who in the City of Meroé are imploy- 
ed about the worth'p of the Gods, and are amoneft all others of grea- a daring at- 
teft authority, do when it feemes good to them fend to the King , wil- tempe of 
ing him to put himfelfe to Death, for that the Oracle of the Gods Kings ee 
had fo ordained ; and how it was not reafonable that a mortall Man 
fhould eontradi¢t the will of the immortall powers ; adding other 
Aa 2 reafons 


# 

pS, 
; 
Re 


meee 
Fen 


Se 


The Eiiftory of Boos. 1V. 
reafons thereunto, whereby they have alwayes perfwaded the Kings'to 
avoluntary Death - So that all the Kings, which were before, not 
compelled by Armes or Force, but onely vanquithed ‘by fuperftition, 
have willingly obeyed thofe Priefts, untill that in the time of Ptolome- 
ws the fecond, Ergamencs, King of the Ethiopians, who was inftruct- 
ed inGreekelicarning, and Philofophy, was tthe firft that defpifed fuch 
aciftome, and refufed to yeild obedience thereunto ; but contrarily 
ufing the prudence worthy of a King, hee went with an Army to the 
City of Arata, whete the golden Temple of the Ethiopians was, and 
having killed all the Priefts he abolifhed that ancient Cuftome, and 
ae injoyed the Kingdome afterwards , during nis Natural 

fe. 

The cuftome alfo,which the Kings friends and domefticall fervants 
dokeepe (although it be mervailousand ftrange } is nerwithftanding, 
as they fay, obfervedtothisday. Forifit happens, that the King be 
by chance debilirated in any part ormember of his body, the mannet 
ofthe Ethiopians is for all his domefticall fervants to debilitare the fame 
part of their bodies themfelves ; thinking it were an infamy unto them, 
that the King fhould be lame, and all his friends fhould not be fo t00 5 
for they hold it moft reafonable, that as friends do rejoyce or grieve, 
at the profperity, or adverfiry of them whom they love, fo they 
thould in like fort be partakers of their bodily paine. ‘They fay fur- 
ther, that thofe friends and domefticall fervants of the King do ufe to 
killthem(felvesat the Death of their Prince, accounting that end of 
theirs a glory to them, and a Teftimony of the true love they beare 
to their Lord and Mafter ; and therefore ir is not aneafy matter for the 
people of Ethiopia to plot or attempt any thing againft fo greatan union 
of true friendfhip, in regard the King and his friends doe with one 
minde looke totheir common fafety. Thefe Lawes and Cuftomes are 
obferved by the Ethiopians which inhabit the Metropolitane Ciry in the 
Ifland of Mereé, and in other places adjoyning to Egypt. 

There are other Ethiopians, and thofe very populous , whereof fome 
live on either fide of Nélvs, andin the Iflands thereof , others in the 
Mediterranean Regions , lying towards Arabia : ‘The moft part of 
which, efpecially they chat'dwell upon che River, are black of colour, 
all alike in Face, have curled Haire, adreadfulllooke, leade a favage 
Life, areftrongof body, withlong Nayles like to wild Beafts ; the 
pronunciation of their fpeech is fhrill, and in their manner of Life and 
feeding they have nothing common with us, but are altogether differ- 
ing from other men. Someofthem carry forall Armesa Buckler of @ 
raw Oxe-hide, and certaine little Javelines , others a Pole fharpe at one 
end ; fometimes a Bow of Wood, fix foote long, with which they thoot 
their Arrowes, fetting one foothefore another ; and when they have 
{pent their fhot they fight with great Leavers ,; There Women alfo 
beare Armes untill acertaine age, and commonly hang a Ring of Braffe 
on their Lips. Some of them weare no Clothes , but go naked ; and 
expofed to the (corching heate of the Sun, they defend themfelves with 
no other covering, then fuch as they meete withall by chance : Some 
tiethe Tayles of Sheep about their loines to cover their privities ; others 

clothe 
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clothe themfelves with Skinnes of Beafts. There be of them that make 
themfelves Breeches of their own Haire, for fuch is thenature of their 

| Sheepasthey beare no Woole. The moft of them eate nothing eclfe 

| barHearbs, which grow of themfelves in Pooles, and morifh grounds; 

_ fome live on the Fruits of Trees, and cover their bodies againft the 

heat of the Sun with the leaves thereof ; fomefow Sefamum, and Loton + 

and others feed on the tender Rootes of Canes. Many alfo well verfed 

in fhooting affwage their hunger with Birds they ‘kill; buc the greateft 

part of them live upon Mutton, Milke and Cheefe. 7 

Touching the Gods, they which inhabit the higher Ethiopia are of 
two Opinions , for fome of them hold that there are everlafting and in: 
cotruptible Gods, as the Sunne, Moon, and the whole frame of the 

World; the other Gods, fay they, were partakers of mortality, but 

for their great vertues, and benefits to mea, they obtained immorcall 

honours ; among ft the which they chiefly adore Is, Pan, Hercules,and 
fupiter. The ocher Ethiopians thinkethere are no Gods, and there- 
fore when they fee the Sun rife they deteft and fly from him, as froman 

Enemy, and goand hide themfelves in their Marithes. neu AeN 
Many and different are their cuftomes about their Funeralls; for fome 

of them caft their dead into the River, and hold that to: be the beft 

manner of Sepulture; fome keepe them along time inclofed ina veffell 
of Glaffe, to the end their forme may be known to pofterity, and that 
alfo their friends and fervants may not forgetthem; Others interr.them 
about their Temples ih an Earthen Coffin,and to fweare by their Name 
is thegreateft Oath that can be made. | : oh 
Thefe Erhropiazs'differ much likewife in the difpofall of the King- 
dome ; for fome of them make the beft man of all the Countrey their 

King, and thefe thinke that Monarchy and Vertue, are the two gifts of 

Foriune ; fome admit good fhepheards ro be their Kings, as they who 

have been bred. up in the Exercife of that which is honeft and profitable ; 

others chufe the richeft, becaufe they alone can help others with their 

Wealth; and many confer the Royalty onthe moft valiant and ftrong- 

eft perfons, judging them to be moft worthy of Rule, that are of moft 

ability in War. be OR | 

Of the other part of Ethiopia , which is neere unto Nilas towards The lowe: 

Lybia, one piece of ic furpafleth the reft in fertility, and goodneffe of Bshipis, 

foile, for it bringeth forth Fruits abundantly , and many other things 

commodious for the Life of Man : It hath moreover for .a thelter 
againft the exceffive keate of the Sun a number of Moores and Marithes: 

Ia regard whereof this Region is much infefted with Warres between 

the Libians and.Ethiopians , as alfo with civill Warres amongft thofe 

of the Countrey themfelves. Into this place from the higher Eshiopra do 

the Elephants defcend, allured, as its thought, by the fweetnefle of the 

foode they finde there ; for the River of Nilws makes many Marifhes 

hereabout, wherein growes great ftore of Alga, and Cawes, on which, 

the Elephants feeding, are fotaken therewith, that they continue fiill 

abiding there, and by that meanes come to devoure up all the Inhabi- 
tants Vidtualls, foas they are forced to feeke another Countrey , but 
they being thepherds, ‘and living in Tents , remove ufually from place 
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to place, and account that to be their Countrey indeed, where they find 


the beft Paftures. 
Some have written that inthe Deferts and Savage places of Erhio- 


pia, there area world of Serpents of wonderfull greatneffe, which fight 


with the Elephants for the Waters; and their manner of fighting is thus, 
they reare up themfelves an end , and leaning againft the Elephant, 
they twine their Bodies round about his Thighes and Leggs, with fo 
many Circles, and fuch force, as they compell the beaft, heavy by 
Nature, and all ina (weate to tumble downe on the ground, where not 
able to ftir, and other Serpents comming in alfo to them,they devoure 
him ; after which they returne to cheir accuftomed retreates, flying ( as 


~ they fay ) from open places into deepe Caves, where they know they 


may abide fecurely by the inftiné of Nature, which ceacheth all Beafts 
what is profitable for their defence and fafety. 

So much for the Ethiepians, now itrefts, that we fhould {peake a 
little of them, who have written of the fingularities of Egypt and Eth:- - 
opia. Some of them, giving credit to common report ( though falfe 
and lying yand feduced by an overmuch-defire of Writing,do not deferve — 
to be believed in any thing : But 4gatarchides of Guida in his fecond 
Booke of the affaires of Afis, and Artemidorus of Ephefws in his Eight 
Bookes of Geography, as alfo fome others, who have written their. 
Hiftories in Egypt, do agree in the moft part concerning thofe things — 
whereof we have intreated before. Befides, converfing , when wee 
were in Egypt with many of their Priefts, and often talking with certaine 
old Men, that came thither from Ethiopia, we diligently inquired into 
the truth of things ; fo that having difcovered many. Errors commit- 
ted by Hiftories, we have onely {et downe that, wherein they have 
allagreed. | 


Cuap. TI. 


Of the Mines of Gold which are in the Confines of Egypt, and of 
the manner of digging and refyning tt. 


VWVE thall {peake by and by of the Ethiopians, which inhabite to- 
wards the Souch neere to the Red-Sea ; but we have thought fit 
to treate firft of the courfe that the Egyptians do hold about their Mines 
of Gold. Wherefore it isto beunderftood, that in the Confines of 
Egypt, confronting Arabia, there are certaine Countries full of Mines, 
out of which Gold is drawne, but with infinite labour and mighty 
charge; for the Earth, naturally black , hath in it great ftore of quar- 
ries of very white Marble, fo that the Mafters of that worke have need 
of a World of people to.get the Gold out of it, which isthe caufe why 
the Kings of Egypt do condemne thofe to dig in the Mines,that for their 
crimes have been judged to die, as alfo all the Prifoners which they 
have taken in the Warres, or {uch of their own Subjects, as upon fome 
accufation, or through the difpleafure of the Prince, have been commit- 
tedto Prifon - who.in fo doing doth by one and the fame meanes both 
punith the offence, and bring great benefit to himfelfeby their paings 
an 
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| aid labour. "'Thefe Prifoners (whereof the nutiber is almoft infinite} 
_ chained bythe fcete, ate conftrained to works inceflantly day and night, 
without ‘any reft acadl oor tne anes:to. helpe themfelves:s for they have 
a Guard of Souldiers fill upon them, of a different Language from 


theirs; "fo thar'they:€atinor be:corrdpted by. prayers:oraffe@tion) becaule 
they'do nor underftand:‘one‘agother: ers Horo | 

They draw-Gold ontiof the hardeft: Mine: tone with oreat fives, (but , 

on thatwhieh is fofer joand may be brokem with lefle :paines; ‘am in: 

finite numberof meno’ continually worke with Pick-axés; Hammers; 
and other inftruments of Iron. They which have skillsin‘difcerning 
the veyne of theMine go before the workmen,and fhew them where they 
fhall labour ; and the ftrongeft of tole workmen Cleave and open , not 
by fleight, but by meere force jof, huge Beetles and Iron wedges the 
Rock or Marble which hath been fhewed untathem, carrying their mine 
notin a direct line, “but as they are“led by the’ eliftering of the Matble 
with Gold: Now-becaufe thefe Mines" under the ground are very darke 
by reafon of their many windings and turnings , the workemen carry 
lights before chem, and thofe great cantles of the Marble;which with 
exceeding paines and’ much difficulty they havé hewed and cutoff from 
the quarry they leave in the bottome of the Mine ; ‘where they are bea: 
ten into fittle pieces by certaine young Lads , appointed for that pur- 
| pofe, and afterwards are carried by {uch others as they are, out of 
the mine, and delivered by weight to men abousthirty yearesof age, 
who with huge Hammers, or Iron Peftles , pound them in Veffells. of 
ftone untill they come tobe as fmall-as Vetches; «and then being put in- 
to Mills “¢ whereof there'is a great number there.) they are ground like 
_ Meale by two or three Women, ‘or old Men, which worke in each of 
| thofe Mills. Icisalamentable Spectacle, and-worthy the compaffion 
of any Man living , to fee the miferable Creatures’; that labourinthefe 

Mines, howthey go ftarke naked, ‘without fo much as a Rug -tocover 

the Privities, their bodies befmeared with filth , and nafty-all over, 
. without any pitty taken of them, without any sreft or refpe& given 
_ them, whether they be Crafy, Sick, Faint, or never fo weake with Age, 
| butaré compell’d with blowes and continuall beating to labour incef- 
fantly, even till the poore wretches drop down, and die with very 
feeblenefs : And there are fome amongft them , who not to'languith 
longer in that manner preferre Death before Life, knowing but too 
well chat to live in fuch paine is farre4worfe than Death: it 
felfe. . 

Finally,the Workemen lay the Minerall, fo ground, as aforefaid, in 
the Mill, on large Tables, thatftand fomewhat floping, and throwing 
‘Water upon it they pound it againe; by which meanes the Earthy pare 
falls away:, and the Gold by reafon of its weight abides ftill on the 
Table; having re-iterated this many times-, they rub the Gold with 
their Hands, and then cleanfe it with thin Spunges till ic come to be as 
it were golden fand ; which laft of all , other Workemen) take by 
weight and meafure, and putting it into Earthen Pots, witha certaine 
quantity of Lead, Sea-graffe, and Bran of Barly, proportionably com- 
pounded together, they make up the Pots very clofe with Clay , “pe 

ec 


Fe 


i 
2] 
x 
te 
ake 


aie 


Can... Wes 


i 


4 120 The Fiftory of Boox, LV. 
1 ‘i let them ftand in the Furnace five dayes and five nights without inter- 

i miffiony after which time pure Gold alone is found in the Pots, albthe 
other materialls being confumed, only the Gold is:a little diminithed in 
its weight.’ - 5 bir Ce 
In fuchmanner, and with fuch labour and induftry is Gold prepared 
inthe frontires of Egypt ; And certainly Nature it felfedothteachand 


A 6 The propenies ¢Vidently thew, that Gold is painfull to finde, hard to keep, full of care . 


Ae ne of Gold. to make gaine of , and the ufe of it is intermingled with griefe and 
Tite pleafure:|’ The invention of this Mettle was found out by the ancient 
| Kings of Egypt. | 
ain Cuap. III. 


bs of many different kindes of Ethiopians ; and firft of thefe that are named 
Ichthyophages, from their living on Fifh. ’ 


a Nes we will fpeake of thofe that inhabit all alongft the fhoare of 

ii the Red-fea-, of the Treglodites, and of that patt of Ethiopia, which 

hy lies towards the South. But firft we will begin with chem that are cal- 

i led Ichthyophages, who inhabit the Coaft of Carmaniaand Gedrofia, — 

Ne even to the uttermoft point of the Red-fea , which is of along extent, 

ae inclofed with two fhoares, whereof the one is above -4rabie the happy; 
ia’ and che other is under the Countrey of the Troglodites. 

: Of thefe barbarous people fome go all the time of their Life ftarke 
The Ubrbyo: naked ; their Wives and.Children being common amongft them, like 
poager. unto Beafts ; neither have they other knowledge of pleafure or paine 

then naturall fence, nor! make any difference between things honeft and 

difhoneft. The places.of their abode are not farre fromthe Sea, neere 

to Promontories and Rocks, where there are not only deepe Caves, but 

many great Vallyes,. and narrow Dens, unto which the acceffe is by 

nature difficult, crooked, and winding, and therefore thefe Ichthye- 

phages clofe up the paffages into thofe Caves and Dens ( as if nature 

A frange way had made them for their fervice and ufe ) with great heapes of Stones, 

of catching wherewith they catch great ftore of Fith there, as if itwere with Nets 5 

Ny for the flowing of the Sea, (which falls outtwiceevery day, namely 

at fix a Clock in the morning , and: at three in the afternoone ) overs 

{preads all the Countrey:, fo that. itis wholly covered with thetide, — 

bringing along with ita multitude of all forts of Fith, which difperfed — 

ay here and there to feeke for repaft, finde themfelves a ground upon the 
iby ebbing of the Seaamongft thofe ftones ; whereupon the Inhabitants, 
4 with their Wives and Children,run howling and crying in great troupes 
A eogether'to take them ; the Women and Children catch the leffer F:th, 
, aa and the ftrongeft men the great : For the Sea brings along with it not 
Be i i only Lobftars, Lampreys, and-Dog-fifh, but Sea-calves, and other 
;. Bie creat Fifhes, whereof the names and formes are to us unknown. Now | 
ia they donot kill thefe Sea-monfters with Weapons and Darts, but with 


fharpe Goates-hornes, and great Flints fharpned at the ends ; for necel 


: : } | fity alwayes teacheth nature, who obeying time applies her felfe Or 
| " 


they cate nothing , but every One of them ayes him downe all along 
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which fhe knowes is good for her, The Fith being taken then in this 
manner by them, they puc them upon great Stones » which are placed 
inthe Sunne, and made exceeding hot with the vehement heate there- 
of, and having lien fo a while , they turne them on the other fide, 
and when they be thoroughly conco@ed by the Sunne, they take them 
by the Tailes, and beate and shake them fo long till all their bones fall 
from them, which they gather together and lay up in great heapes for 
their future ufe, as wee will declare anon : The Fifh, being thus 
ordered, they pound in a Stone. morter with Haires, and thereof make 
Sood and favory Meate, which having framed into the fafhion of a 
long Brick, and dryed a little in the Sunne, they eate with ereat de- 
light, notin any certaine quantity or ‘meafure, but even to the fatiat- 
ing of themfelves, according to every ones apperite, and defire. This 
Meate the Ichthyophages keepe alwayes in {tore , Neptune (in ftead of 
Ceres ) furnifhing them with Vidtualls enough. Nevertheleffe ir many 
times happens, that with the flormes at Sea all he places next tothe 
fhoare are covered fo long with Water, that they are nor able to fifh, 
and then for want of Vidualls they gather great thell-Fithes » which 
they cruth and breake betweene two Flints , and live on the raw Fifh 
that is inthem, whereof the favour and tafte is much like unto Oifters. 
But when as thofe ftormes at Sea continue fo long , that their Shel- 
fith alfo failes them , then they have recourfe to the Fith bones which 
they formerly referved, of which they pick out the rendereft and new- 
eft, and chaw them wich their Teeth ; the hardeft they bray on a People living” 
Stone and foeatethem. Thus after a ftrange manner » {carcely to be °” Filh:bones, 
believed , doe they feede on thofe Fith, and on thofe Bones. Their 
ufuall cuftome is to {pend foure whole dayes together in Fithing, du- 
ting which time they eate together publiquely in teat joy, congratu- 
lating one another with har(h and untuneable Songs, and then fall to 
lying with their Women for Procreation fake , every one with her 
whom by chance he firft lights upon, being then voyd of care by rea- 
fon of the abundance of Victualls which they have. On the fifth day Pepi tage a 
hey go to drinke in places where they know Springs are, in great font dayes to» 
Troupes, and in the fame manner as Cattle ufe to doe, for they lift u py Without 
their voyces all at one inftant together , without order or meature,like “M"S: 
Beafts. The Mothers carry their litcle Children in their Armes whilft 
they fuck, but when they are weaned, the Fathers take the charge of 
them tillthey are five yeares old, and then they walke merrily along 
with their Parents, 2s they that goe willingly in queft of their 
Victualls, 
The uncorrupted nature of thefe People place their Soveraigne 
good in filling their Bellies, and to be without hunger , never feeking 


for any other accidental] pleafure. When they are arrived at the 


Springs, before {poken of , they drinke fo unmeafurably, as they can 
hardly returne, {0 unweldy are they therewith , and for all that da 


People drunke 


like a Drunkard untill the next morning , when they goe againe to with Wate 


their Fithing ; and ufing thus to doe all thetime of their Lives, they 


are feldome fick by reafon of their {pare Diet , yet they doe suakey 
Bb fe) 
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{o long as we. This is the courfe of life which they hold, that inhabit all 


along the Gulph of the Red-Sea. | 

As for the other Jchthyophages, which are beyond thefaid Gulph, 
their nature is much to. be more mervailed at, as people that never 
drinke, and thar are voide of all Paffion ; Thefe fame, farre‘temote 
f-om the refort of men and inhabited places, live in defert and barren 
Countries, and are wholly given to Fifhing : Now though they love 
nothing elfe that is moift, yet doc they eate Fith halfe raw, not to a- 
voide thirft, buras it were contented ( thorough a kinde of Savage- 
nefle ) with fuch Vidtualls as Fortune gives them ; and they count ita 
ercat happinefle to be without thofe things, the want whereof would 
be grievous toothers. That too which is more wonderfull, and fcarce 
to be credited is, that they arenot moved with any paflion of the 
minde. Thefe very things doe the Merchants of Egypt, which faile 
along by this Coaft thorough the Red-Sea, re-count yet at this day. 
Prolomy the third alfo , defiring to hunt the Elephants which were in 


chofe parts, fent a Gentleman of his houfe, named Simma, todifcover » 


them, who having viewed and well obferved all: things reported, as 
Agatarchides of Guidus writes, thatthele Ethtopians, who live without 


° 


pafion, ule no manner of drinke at all whatfoewer, as that which they 


—- ¢ 


he Sailers {peeches or with the fight of ftrangers that come unto them ; 
but only looking upon them ftand immoveable, without any fenfe, 
as if they faw no body ; and if any one drawes out his Sword, and 
frrikes them with it, they fly notaway, but quietly indure blowes and 
injuries ; Neitherisany,of them abathed at the wounding or detri- 
ment of his fellow ; nay it happens many times, that they behold their 


rel 


Wives and Children killed before their Faces without fhewing any figne | 


of anger or pity. Finally, they beare allevills and paine very patient- 
ly, only looking upon them which ftrike them, and at every blow 
fhaking their Heads. It is further faid, that they are dumb, and that 
with fignes they aske for that which they haveneed of , and would 
have. Befides (athing much to be mervailee at ) the Sea-calves do 
converte frequently with them , and accompany them in catching of 


é 


Fifh, as another man would do. Thefe people have all of them a like 
care, of the birth and bringing up of their Children. And thiskinde » 


of Life, although it be very ftrange, they have led. from all antiquity, 
being accuftomed thereunto, either by length of time, ot conttrained 
by neceffity. Their Habitations arc not like to thofe of che other 
Ichthyophages, but differ from them divers wayes ; for fome of them 
have their abiding in deepe Caves, which open to the North, whereby 
they are defended from the heate of the Suane, as well by the fhade as 
by the winde that blowes into them ; for fuchas open to the Seuth 
are through extreame heate like unto burning Furnaces, fo as none car 
dwell in them. Others make their Lodgings of the Ribs of Whales, 


which the Sea cafts up therein great abundance . for having tyed them . 


together on either fide, they cover them over with Sea-grafle, and in 
this manner are they fheleered from the heare of the Sunhe, Nature 
and Ait teaching them a way out of neceflity how to preferve them- 

| felves. 


do not naturally defire ; neither are they any whit moved, either with: 
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felves. They have yet another invention of making their Habitations 
“Under certaine great tufted Trees, whofe fruit is like a Chef-nurt, which 
grow along the Sea-fhoare, the Leaves and Boughes: whereof they 
interlace fo:within one another , as they are thereby alwayes.in the 
fhade, where they remaine all the dayes of their Life , defended from 
the heate of the Sune, a(well by the thadow of the Trees ; as by the 
winde and humidity of the Neighbouring Sea. The fourth fort of 
their dwelling is in a huge heape of Sand and Weeds, which the Sea 
through long continuance of time hath throwen up arid made a5 big 
asa Mountaine , being fo firme, and ftrongly compacted together, 
that they dig long and fpacious Caves in them for their abode, out of 
which they goe to catch Fith when the Sea ebbs , and when it fowes 
they retire into them, and eate that which they have caught. When 
any one of them dyes they caft him into the Sed, making the Fifhes bel- 
lies their Sepultures. 

There are other Ichthyophages alfo, whofe Hdbiration is fuck arid 
fo ftrange, as they that would diligently {earch out the matter are con- 
{trained to remaine in no litde doubrs for they dwell in Promonraries 
and high dangerous Rocks, wheieunto it was impoffible in the be- 
ginning for any one to get up, and on the Sea-fide likewife it is inac- 
ceffible, even for the beft Foot-men ; They have no Ships, nor is the 
ufe of then knowne to them , Wherefore we mutt contfeffe thar they 
were generated in thofe very places, and tooke their Originall from 
no where elfe, as many Philofophers hold. Howbeit fince it is very 
hard for us to know all this well, it cannot be but that they; which 
Speake of many fuch things, fhould oftentimes be found Lyars, and 
that that which fome would with good Language perfwade their Au- 
ditors to be very probable, fhould prove many times farre diftanc 
from the Earth. Now we will treate of them that are called Cbelo- 


nophales. 
Cuap. IITI. 


Of the Ethiopians, named from their living on Tortoifes, 
Chelonophales, 


"TBere are in the great Octan Séa, aot fat fiom the Continent; ma- 

ny litle low Iflands, which are voyd of Fruits , Garden-hearbs, 
oF others, where for that they are almoft joyning and clofe to one ano- 
ther, are no ftormes, nor tempefts, fo that a World of Tortoifes are 
abiding amongft them by reafon of the continualt calmeneffe and tran- 
quility of the Sea. Thefe Tortoifes remaine all the night in the Sea 
fecking their food in the day they lie betweene the Iflands looking on 
the Sunne , and are (to fee to } like to a little Skiffe turmed upfide 
- downe, being of all other Shel fith by farré the greateft: The Savages, 
dwelling in thefe Iflands, {wim in the day time to thefe T ortoifes very 
foftly for being efpyed, and fo affaile them, pufhing fomé of them un- 
tothe Land, and Overturning others of chem ontheir backs, by which 

ib 2 meanes 
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meanes they can neither defend themfelves, nor efcape away, and then 
faftening a Cord to their Tailes,they traile them along with them fwim- 
ing tothe Iflands, where they take out the Meate of them, and rofting 
tin the Sunne,they eate it. In the fhell, which is great and hollow 
they faile, as it were ina little Fither-boate, to the Continent ; they 
make Receptacles for Water alfo of them, and fometimes Sheds or 
Tents; whereby Nature hath exceedingly accommodated them, when 
as they receive fo much benefit from one and the fame thing,asVictualls, 
Vefells, Houfes,and Shipping. 


——$——$——— 


Cuap. V. 
of thofe that live en Whales, and Sea.graffe. 


Fere to thefe Iflands there are other ftrange and favage People all 
along the Sea-fhoare, who leade a kinde of barbarous and uncivill 


Peopletbatlive Life 5 for they feede on nothing but Whales, which the Sea cafts 


on Whales,and 


| Sea-grafle, 


uo 


upon the Coaft , and the greatnefle of them doth often furnifhthem 
abundantly , but their Whales many times failing, they fuffer fuch 
Famine, as they are forced (all other things being confumed ) to cate 
Sea-graffe, and the very offall of thofe Whales. This, they fay, is the 
manner of thele Jchthy ophages their living. , 


ne a 


C HA Pe V 1. 
of another fort of Ichthyophages. 


He other fhoare , which lookes towards Arabia, is meere Neigh- 

bouring to a Countrey full of Trees, where is fuch a multitude of 
Fith, as the Inhabicants do never ftand in neede of them ; for they 
pitch on the ground, all along the Sea-fide, a great number of Canes, 
(o dextroufly faftned one to another, as they feeme,to look upon, very | 
Nets indeede 5 in them there aremany dores , fo made, as they can 
openand fhut on both fides, fo that the Sea flowing up to the Land 
opens thofe dores, and ebbing fhuts them againe, with the force of the 
Water, by meanes whereof the Sea comming every day to carry a 
World of Fifh thorough thofe dores , and they fhutting too upon the 
ebb, all the Fith remaines onthe dry ground, many times in fuch abun- 
dance, as nothing isto be feene but heapes of Jeaping Fishes, whereof 
the Inhabitants make avery great Profit and Revenue, befides their 
own Provifion and fpending. Furthermore, in regard the Regions 
low and flat, fome of them dig up Dikes from the Sea thorough a long 
tracof ground to their Villages, and then make dores of Ofter, which 
opening and fhutting with the flowing and ebbing of the Sca, they fer 
inthe bottome of the Dikes, @vyhereupon the Water returning thorough ~ 
the Clefts of the Ofier, that is not wrought very clofe, the fith abide 


behinde in thofe Dikes , from whence they cull out fuch as the | 
ave 
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have neede of,for moft defire to have. Let ug come now toother 
Ethiopians. 


Cal Eb 
of thofe which live om Rootes, named Rhizophages. 


Ts Ethiopia, which is above Egypt not farre from a River, called 
_Aftapa, is afort of People, named RAiXephages, who pluck up 
the Rootes of Canes , which they finde in the adjoyning Territories 
and wafhing them very cleane, they bray them fo long betweene two 
ftones, till they are mollified and incorporated well together ; then 
they make a cake of them in the forme of a Tile, as big as one can 
holdin his hand, and fo baking it inthe Sunne they eate it. Now 
though they ufe no other Meate but this all the time of their Life, and 
that they have fuch plenty fof it, as it isthe meanes of preferving peace 
and amity amongft them , yet are they alwayes conftrayned to fight 
with the Lions, which during the exceffive heate of the Summer come 
out ofthe Deferts, afwellto feeke for fhade, as to hunt after other 
leffer beafts,into the Countrey of thefe RAiXophages , who iffuing out 
of their Marifhes, incounter them, but many of themare killed by 
them, both becanfe they are weaker then they , and alfo for that they 
have no Armes to defend themfelves againft them ; in regard whereof 
this Nation had been long agoe deftroyed by the Lions, hadnot Na- 
ture of her felfe affifted them ; for in the beginning of the Dog-dayes 
there comes thither ordinarly a mervailous and almoft infinite mul- 
ticude of great Gnats, without any agitation of minde that brings 
them, which doe no harme to thefe wild Ethiopians, who at that 
time retire into their Marifhes, but compell the Lyons to fy away 
being terrifyed with their biting , and the noife of their buz- 
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of thaferhat live on Fruits, and upon browXing on Trees , named 
} Hylophages, aud Spermophages. 


N° far from the aforefaid RbiZophages ate two other ftrange Nati- 
ons, named Hylophages, and Spermophages , whereof the former 
live(without labour)on Fruits, which fall offin Summer from theT reess 
and at other times they gather Hearbs, that grow in fhadowy places, 
wherewith they fupply their want of Vidualls. The others goe into the 
Fields with their Wives.and Children, and climbe up on the Trees, 
where they browze on the tender buds of the fmalleft branches : They 
are fo expert through continuall ufe in getting up on the boughs, 
as they leape from Tree to Tree like Birds ( which feemes to be incre- 
dible ) and relying on the agility of their Bodies they mount up with- 
out any danger on the leaft and youngeft branches ; now if at any time 
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their feet chance to flip they fave themfelves from falling , by catch- 
ing hold onthe boughes-with their Hands ; or if it happens chat they 
fall to the ground they no whit hure themfelves, fo lightand adtive 
they are ; Andin this manner they fill their Bellics with the tendreft 
Branches. Thefe Hylophages goe alwayes naked , and their Wives and 
Children are in common amongft them; They make Warre upon 
one another for the places of their Habitation, arming themfelves 
with Staves , and the Victors command over the vanquifhed. 
They diecommonly of Hunger, for that becomming blinde they 
at ONE of thatfence, wherewith they furnifhed themfelves with 

idtualls. 
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of other Ethiopians , which goe naked alfo , named 
Gymnetes- 


N the other adjacent Region do the Ethiopians , which are called 

Gymuctes abide, who are in no great number, but leadé a Life dif- 
ferent from others ; for they dwell in a Savage and rough Countrey, 
where there is great defect of Waters, and they are withall conftrained 
to fleepe on Trees for feare of Wild beafts. They goe at the breake 
of day to the. running Waters, armed with Staves, and hide them- 
felves in the Branches of the Trees attending thelr prey ; forabout 
noone the Buffles, Leopards, and other wild Beafts, tormented with 
thirft and the heate, run all chither to drinke : Now upon their returne, 
when they are fo full and heavy with Water, as they can {carcely 
wag or defend themfelves, the Erhiopians defcending from the Trees, 
affaile, and kill them, with great Stones, Staves hardned at the end 
in the Fire, and Arrows, and then parting them amongft their Gom- 
panies they cate them. Sometimes alfo < though very feldome ) they 
are defeated and flaine by fome ftrong and mighty Beafts, but com- 
monly they take and deftroy the ftrongeft of them all by fubrilty and 
cunning ; when they happen to miffe of thofe Beafts, then they gather 
together the Skinnes of them they had killed before, and after they 
have foaked them well in Water to get off the Haire, they boile them 
with a quick Fire, and fo greedily Eate them, even to the glutcing of 
shemfelves. Thefe Gimsnetes Exercife their young Children in fhoot- 
ing ata certaine Mark, and give chem no Meate untill they have hic it, 
whence it comes to paffe that they are very good Archers , hunger con- 
ftrayning them thereunto. 


CHAP. 
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C HAP. b.& 
Of thofe that fight with and kill Elephants, and live upon them. 


Ext to this Countrey, and a good way towards the Weft, there 
N are other Ethiopians, who ordinatily fight with the Elephants ; for 
inhabiting in Forrefts and Woody places, they obferve and marke from 
thetops of Trees the going in and out of thofe Beafts, and fet not up- 
on them when they are in Troupes together, but when they finde one 
fingle and alone, then they fall upon him in a ftrange dating manner ; 
for as the Elephant walkes along by the Tree, where he that watches 
for him lies hid, he leapes ftraight way downe, and catching the 
Elephant by the Taile with his left Hand, he fets both his fecte apainft 
his right Thigh ; then with his right Hand he takes from off his fhoulder 
a very fharpe Hatchet, which is fo light as he can eafily manage it with 
one Hand, and gives fo many blowes with it on the Nerves of the Ele- 
phants right Knee, that he cuts them afunder , carrying in the meane 
time his nimble body in fuch fort, as he dextroufly avoyds the at- 
tempts of the Beaft againft him. But in this conflié the Life of the one 
or of the other of them is in danger, the ones death being the others 
faferty. The Elephantthen, being fo wounded , falls oftentimes , be- 
caufe he cannot eafily rurne himfelfe on his hurt fide, and in falling to 
the ground kills the Ethiopian by crufhing him to death under him ; 
Sometimes he hurts him againft a Tree ora Stone, and fo makes an end 
of him. Many times ic happens, that the Elephant, by reafon of the 
paine that he fceles , being no way able to annoy the Ethiopiaw, runs up 
and down the Fields, till he falls down dead on the Earth with the con= 
tinuall blowes of the Hatchet, which he that fics upon him gives him ; 
and then the reft of the Ethiopians coming thither in great companies 
cut off the flefh of his Buttocks and other hinder parts, and eate it whilft 
he is yet alive. 

Not farre from thefe there are other Ethiopians , who by cunning 
catch the Elephants without any danger. This Creature ufes, when he 
returnes from feeding , and that he is full, to take his reft in another 
manner then other foure-footed Beafts doe; for in regard he cannot 
bend his Knees, nor confequently lie onthe ground , he is forced to 
fleepe leaning againft a Tree. Now when the Inhabitants come to 
know this Tree, afwell by the Elephants rubbing and fretting of it, as 
by his dung about ic, they faw the Tree clofe by the Roote , but in fuch 
fort as it cannot fall without it be fome way thruft ; that done they get 


A ftrange way 
of taking Ele- 
phants. — ; 


Another way 
of taking Eles 
phants, 


them away before the beaft comes to his reft, having firft defaced their 


foote fteps for feare of being difcovered by them : About evening then 
the Elephant returnes full and heavy to his wonted fleeping place, and 
leaning with all his weight againft the fawen Tree, he fuddainly falls 
together with itto the gound, where he lies all the night, becanfe he 
cannot rife again. The Ethiopians,comming to the place the next mot- 
ning, kill the beaft without any danger, and pitching their Tents there, 
they diflodge not from thence till they have quite eaten him up. 
CHAP. 
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Crap. XT, 
of thofethat live on Auftridges , called Strutophages. 


Moneft the People that inhabit towards the Weft, there are to the 

Southward flat-nofed Ethiopians, furnamed Strutophages, in whofe 
Countrey is found a kinde of fowle, which is partly of a Terreftriall, 
and partly of a Volatile Nature , and therefore they are called flying 
Stags ; they are of the bignefs of a great Stag, have fomewhata long 
neck, a round body with two Wings annexedto it, a little and long 
Head, very ftrong Thighes and joynts, andthe fooie cloven. They 
cannot fly high by reafon of their heavineffe, but they run very faft, 
touching the ground with the tip of their feete, efpecially whenas 
{preading abroad their Wings the winde fills them like unto the full 
failes of a fhip, and fo drives them on. They ftrike thofe that Hunt 
them with ftones as big asa Brick , which they kick at them with their 
feete; but the winde ceafing they lofe the affiftance oftheir Wings, and 
fo are caught in their courfe. Now becaufe there is great ftore of them, 
the Barbarians do eafily take many of them with cunning and fleight, 
and live on their Flefh; the Skinnes they referve for their clothing and 
bedding. When in Hunting of them they are angred, they defend 
themfelves with their beakes, which in regard they are great and ftrong, 
and proper to cut, and for that alfo there are a World of them, they are 
of much ufe and fervice to thofe flat-nofed Ethiopians. 


a ans TE TESE SE 


: Cuarp. XII. 


of thofe that live on Grafv-hoppers, for that caufe named Actidophages, 
and of their ftrange Death. 3 


Eere to the Srutophages do the Acridephages inhabit, hard by the 
Defert; ameager people, and of fomewhata leffe ftature then the 
other Ethepians, and exceeding black 5 into whofe Countrey the 
Weft and South-weft winds do about the Spring time bring an infinite 
multitude of Grathoppers from the neighbouring Deferts , which are 
very great, and have filthy and nafty wings. Thefe Ethiopians , ac- 
cuftomed thereunto, do every yeare gather togerher from all places 
round about a great quantity of Wood, efpecially in a long and fpact- 
ous valley, to which when the Graffe-hoppers, carried by the winde as 
it wereacloud, do approach at their wonted feafon , the Acridophages 
fet fire on the faid Wood , and likewife on all the Graffe thereabout, 
which to that effeét they have before hand cut down; by means whereof 
the Grafle-Hoppers, overtaken and ftifled with the fmoake, do not 
long after fall to the ground alittle beyond the Valley in fuch multi- 
tudes, as they fuffice for the nourifhment of all the people, who kecpe 
them very long in Salt, wherewith this Region is well provided, and 
they finde it good and favory Meate, having indeed no other feode all 
their Life-time then thofe Graffe-Hoppers ; for Cattle they have ane 
meither 
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neither have they any Fifh in regard they are fo farre from the Sea, 
“nor any other thing tolive upon. They are nimble of Body, and {wife 
inrunning, but they livenot long , for the oldeft amongft them paf- A 
feth not the fortieth yeare of his Age. Their ends are not onely won- See ay 
derfull, but incredible ; for when they grow old there breedes in their ycares. 
Bodies a kinde of winged Lice of many and feverall forts, and of a 
filthy and hideous forme to fee to, which beginning inthe Belly, and 
proceeding to the ftomach, in a fhort time devoures and confumes the 
whole Body. He thacis affected with this Difeafe ac firft falls a fcratch- 
ing, as if he had the Itch. Afterwards the number of the Lice in- 
creafing, and corrupt Bloud and matter ifuing forth withthem, the 
poore Wretch moved with the fharpneffe and dolor of his Malady, 4 Brange and 
teares up lamenting and roaring all his body with his Nailes, in fuch Fae 
fort, asthe Lice in great multitudes come out {o thronging one upon 
another, as it were fome Lice out of the top of a Veffell, thae it is im- 
poffibletocleare him of them. In this manner, whether it be by reafon 
of omc of their food, or of the indifpofition of the Aire do they make 
fo piteous and miferable an end. 


Cuar. XIII. 


Of 4 Region that became defolate through the multitude of 
venemous Beafts comming into it. 


Bryer thefe C4cridophages there isa great and fpacious Country, 
fertile enough in Paftures, and other wayes, but fuch, as one can- 
not well dwell in it; and yet it was inhabiced at firft, but afterwards 
left defolate, by reafon of the infinite company of Spiders and Scor- 
pions, which many times fall downe in that Region like Raine with 
ftormes and tempefts, in fuch abundance , as the Natives, to avoide 
their mortall and venemous bitings , were conftrained to abandon the 
Countrey, and feeke for Habitations elfewhere. Now thefe things 
ought not to feeme incredible , for ftranger then they have hapned in 
the World, as is to be found committed to writing. Even in Italy 
it felfe, a World of field Mice, comming out of the Earth, compel- 
led many Men to forfake their natural abode. In Media alfo there 
was found fuch a multitude of Sparrowes , eating yp and confuming 
the graine already fowed, as the Inhabitants, infefted therewith, were 
faineto get them other dwellings. Thofe, that are called <Atrzotes, - 
were in times paft conftrained by Frogs , which powred out of the 
Cloudes in ftead of drops of Raine, to abandon their Countrey they 
then Inhabited, and to fly unto that where now they live. Jn like man- 
ner, who knowes not, that amongft the famous and excellent labours, 
for which Hercales was held to be immortall, that was accounted 
to be one, when as through his force and vertue he chaced away 
the Birds, which infefted all the Countrey about the Stymphalian 
Fen 2 Some Citties alfo became defolate by the abundance of Lions, 
that flocked thither from the Deferts adjoyning. All which we were 

Ce willing 
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were willing to fet forth for thofe that give’ little credit to Hifto. 


tans, as ifvthey wrote incredible things. Bur let-us returne to our 
Hiftory. 
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: CHar. XTIV. 
Of thofe which defended themfelves with the helpe of their Deges, 
called Cynamolgiens, or Cynamynes. 


a q#s 


He Greekes call them Cyxzamolziens , which inhabit the Southerly 

Confines of Ethiopia, but by their Neighbours they are\tearmed 
the wild Ethiopians, who weare their beards unmeafurably long, and 
keepe wild dogs for the fafety of their perfons ; for from the Summer- 
tol ftice untill the end of the yeare an infinitenumber of Oxencame out 
of the Zndiaes into their Countrey , no man knowing the canfe of irs 
norcan it be told whether they fly from wild Beafts which purfue 
them s or whether they feeke for better pafture ; or whether they do fo 
for fome other reafon unknowne to Men, being incited thereunto by 
Nature, which produceth all the wondertull things in the World. Now 
becaufe thefe Cywamolgiens cannot with all, their power refitt fo great 
a multitude of Oxen, they defend themfelves from them with the helpe 
oftheir Dogs ; and ufing them in their Hunting they take great num- 
bers of them, which they eate fome newly killed, and others they 
falt up for their furure provifion : They live in like manner upon ftore 
of other kinde of Beafts, which they alfo take with the affiftance of their 
Dogs. They which inhabit moft Southerly leade-a Beaftly and brutifh 
life under the formes of Men. | | 


Se 


Cuare. XV. 
Of thofe that dwek in Caves, called Troglodites. 


V E willnow treate of the Troglodites, whom the Greekes called 

Y Shepheards, becaufe they live on Cattle. They all affemble to- 

gether tochufe their King. Their Wives and Children they have in 

common amongft them, except the King, which hath but one, 

with whom if any of the reft have any carnall Copulation, hee is 

sas by the King in an amends of a cettaine number of 
attle. 

Allthe time that the Erefian windes do blow, wherein it Raines ex- 
ceedingly in their Country , they live with Bloud and Milke mingled 
together, and alittle boyled. In the greateft heates of the Sun, when 
as their Graflé failes them, they defcend into the low and Marifh 
erounds, for which alone, and for no other thing, they quarrell and 
contend with one anothet. They kill their old and fick Cattle, and 
feede on them in all feafons. They doe call their Children by the 
Names of their Parents, ‘but of Bulls, Cowes, and Sheepe, the ales 
whereo! 
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whereof they fay are their Fathers , and the Females their Mothers, be- 
caufefromthem, and notfrom their Parents, they receive their daily 
Foode. The common fort ufe the juice of white Thorne in their drink, 
and the rich another, which they draw out of a certaine Flower, the 
tafte whereof is fomewhat like to bad new Wine. They often shift 
Countrey, becaufe they do not love to ftay long in a place , carying 
their Cattle along with them. They go all ftarke naked, onely their 
fecret parts they cover with Skinnes, All the Troglodites are as the 
Egiptians, circumifed , thofe excepted , which in regard of fome acci- 
dent befallen them they call Cripples: And thefe alone of all that in- 
habit a ftrange Country are in their yong yeares circumcifed. They 
amongft the Troglodites, which are named Megabares, carry a round 
Buckler made of an Oxes raw hide, anda club bound about with Iron; 
others carry Bowes and Javelines. They mock arall manner of Sepul- 
tures, for afloon as any of them is dead, they tie his Head berweene 
his Legs with a withe of Hau-thorne or Willow, and dragging the .... 
Corps to the Higheft place they can finde with laughing did cet Sa er 
they overwhelme it with ftones, and then putting 4 Goates Horne on 
the top of the ftones, they leave it there without any pitty or compaf- 
fion at all. They fight one againft another, not as the Greekes do 
out of Hatred dod Ambition, but onely for their Paftures. At the 
beginning of their fight, they firft of all caft ftones at one another, till 
fome of them are wounded ; thenthey fhoote with their Bowes, where- 
in they are very well practifed, untill fuch time as many on both 
fides drop downe dead. ‘Ac-length they are pacifyed and feperated by 
the oldeft Women of the Nation, who entring into the midft of the 
Medley, the Men prefently give over and retire, for it is not lawfull 
to hurt any of chofeold Women. Thofe amongft them that are fo 
impotent and feeble with Age, as they are not able to followthe Cat- 
tell, tie themfelves by the Throateto the Taile of a Cow, and fo are 
dragged along till they are ftrangled and die : Now ifany one de- 
ferts rhe doing hereof ; another is permitted (having firft admonifh- 
edhim thereunto ) to put him in that mannerto death, and fuch an 
act is held to be well done, and worthy of Merit. Likewife they that 
have a Feaver, or fome incurable Difeafe, finifh their dayes with fuch 
akinde of Death ; for they thinke it one ofthe greateft evills that a 
Man can commit, to defire to live, and yet not be ableto doe any 
| thing worthy of life. All the Trogledites have found bodies, and are 
. ftrong and lufty in'their Age, for they live not paft three-fcore. But 
enough of this. : 

Now if any that hall reade our Hiftory will not give credit to it, 
either for the novelty of the matter, or for the ftrange and mervailous 
mannet of life of thofe of whom we write, let him make comparifon of 
the great difference, whichis betweene the Aire and Region of the 
Séithians, and that-of the Troglodites, and he will cafily believe what 
he-fees written 3 fot our Aite isfo much different from that which 
fometimes we reade of in'Hiftories, that the contrariety thereof feemes 
indeed: incredible. There are Regions fo cold that the greateft Rivers 
there ate‘part’ of the yeare fo frozen up, that Chariots and Armies 
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paffe fafely on the firme and imoveable Ice ; there likewife do Wines 
and other liquid things freeze in {uch forcas they ace faine to cut them 
with Hatchets. And which is more wonderfull, the Skirts of Mens gar- 
ments drop off from them with the vehemence of the Cold, their Eyes 

Vehemenr and Sight are dimmed therewith, it takes away the light of the Fire, 

cold. and it cracks and breakes even Images of Brafie. Sometimes alfo by 
reafon.of the thicknefle of the cloudes there is neither Lightning nor 
Thunder in thofe parts. Truly Nature does many {trange and mervai- 
lous things, which are incredible to thofe that are ignorant of. chem, 
but eafy to thofe that know,them. Now on the other fide the heate 
of the «Uiddayes Sunis fo exceffive and vehement on the Confines of 
Egypt and the Troglodites, that Men, though neere together, cannot 
for the groffenefs of the Aire difcerne one another ; if they go without 
Shooes their Feet are prefenily {calded and full of blifters, fo extream 

Exceflive hea. jg the heate ;:and if they: that are athirft do not ftraightway drinke, 
they die fuddainly, for that the Sunne\dryes up all the moifture of their 
bodies. Meate put into a bottle of Water is {peedily boyled by the 
very heate of the Sunne, without any fire, +; And yet they which inha- 
bit fuch places will not fly from, thefe incommodities, but had rather 
live fo, then be conftrained ¢lfewhere to the fafhions of others, fuch 
is naturally every ones innated love to his Countrey, and fo much 
doth a cuftome taken up in youth mafterthe malice of the Aireand 
climate. Thefe contrarieties and differences of Regions are fometimes 
contained inalittletra@ of Land, for fromthe Fen of eMaotis (where | 
are many Scythians dwelling ina very cold Countrey ) fome of them 
have oftentimes gone in ten dayes to RAodes: in’ their Veflell Jaden with 
merchandife ; and from Rhodes to Alexandria in foure, and from 
Alexandria by the River of Nilw evento Ethrepia inten - Sothat dne 
hath by this meanes gone. from the coldeft parts of the World-so the: 
hotteft in foure and twenty dayes. -Wherefore,, fince there is fuch-greac 
contrariety in the temperature of the Aire betweene Gountties , that 
arenot too farre diftant the one from the other, it is no. mervaile if 
their manner of Life, Cuftomes, and Bodies, are very different from 
Ours, 
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« Of the wild Beasts that are in the aforefsid Regions , as 
i Rhinocercs, Sphinges, cc. : 


Se 


Frer we have xelated the ftrange manner of life of the abovelaid 

LL Ethiopians , we will now-fpeake,of che wild: Beafts that-are found 
in their Countries. - There- is, amongft them:a Creature, which by rea- 
fon of his Nofé\is called Rbinoceros.\-in- force like to an Elephant, 
though he be leffe in ftaqure, of a very hard skinne.,;and of the solour 
of Box :.He hath a flat horne growing-out a: littleabove his Nofthrills, 
as hard as Iron, wherewith he fights the Elephant about their paftute 
for whetting. his horne,jagainft.a tone; and» comming to ae 
| : the 


Boox.lV. Diodorus Siculus. 


the Elephant, hee ftrikes- him therewith fo violently in the belly, 
that he cuts it up-as it were with a Knife or a Sword, whereby he 
lofes all his bloud : Butifby chance the Elephant (who is the ftronger) 
prevents his blow, he fnatches up the Rhinocers with his trunk,and dafhes 
him all to pieces. 

There are moreover amoneft the Treglodites certaine Monfters, cal- 
led Sphinges much like to the Pictures which are made of them, but 
that they arealiccle bigger ; they areofagentle Nature, and apt to 
do whatfoever they are taught. They, whicharenamed Cyxocephales, 
doinbody and fhape refemble a Man, and doe alfo counterfeit his 
Speech, but is otherwayes a vety cruell Beaft, which cannot betamed, 
ofan horrible and dreadfull afpe@& ; the Females of them have their 
fecret parts naturally bearing out of their bodies. As for the other 
Beaft, which they name Cephwus, from the beauty of his Body and Age, 
he hath an head likea Lion, and the reft of his body like a Panther, fave 
that he is as big as a Deer. 

Of all thefe ftrange Beafts , the wild Bull, which feedes on nothing 
but flefh, is the fierceft , and moft cruell, he is altogether invincible, 
bigger bodied then other tame Bulls, is as fwift as an Horfe, hatha 
wide mouth from one Eareto another, red haire, white Eyes, that 
fhine in’ the darke, and his Hornes, which he moves afwellas his 
Fares , hee holds notwithftanding firme and ftiffe in fighting, and 
contrary to the Nature of others his haire ftaids an end towards his 
Head. 

This mighty beaft fets upon all others, and devours them that he 
takes. He will fall upon whole droves of Cattell, without feare of thé 


power of the Neateherds, or the multitude of their Dogs; and itis 


faid, that his skin cannot be pierced, fo that they which fecke totake 


him by force labour in. vaine ; but if it happen that he be caught ina. 


Snare, or otherwayes by fome fubtilty, he ftifles himfelfe with rage for 
his loft liberty. Not without caufe then do the 7; roglodites make great 
account of this beaft, to whom nature hath given the hardinefs of a 
Lion, the fwiftnefs of an Horfe, the force of a Bull, and which is more 
yet, 2 Skinne no leffe hard then Iron, that is harder then any other 
thing. 

As for the beafts, which the Ethiopians call Crocutes , they are be- 
tween a Dog and a Wolfe, but worfer théneither of them both, for 
they have fuch trong Teeth as they eafily bite in pieces all’ manner of 
Bones, and quickly digeft that which they have caten : Some fay 
( which neverthelefle we do not bélieve ) that this beaft counterfeits the 
{peech of Man. } 

They which livé‘neete to the Deferts of Ethiopia, fay, that they fee 
divers kindes of Serpents of am incredible gteatneffe, even five and 
twenty fadome long, which yet both we and others do think to be falfe; 
and they add alfo many other things thereunto that ate not worthy 
of credit : For whereas the Countrey is plaine and open, and the Ser- 


" pents exceeding great, they fay, how tothem, which fee them a farre 


off rolled up ina round, they feeme to be little Hills, or heaps of Earth 
high caft up: Howbeit that it may not be thought there arenone at 
Cc 3 all 
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all great we will {peake of the greateft Serpent thar haeh been {een , and 


which was brought to Alexandria, delivering with all-the manner how 
it was taken. | 


Cua veckx ViTIs 


Of the greatnelfe of a Serpent that was taken, and brought to 
King Prolomy 4¢ Alexandria. 


pices the fecond, defiring that Elephants, and other ftrange 
beafts might be brought unto him, drew many Men with money and 
gifts to hunt and take Elephants , and other wild beafts, which were 
prefented to him in great numbers, by meanes whereof, through the 
care that he tooke about it, divers wild Beafts came to the knowledge 
of the Greekes, which were not knowne to them before. Certaine hun- 
ters then, fecing the Kings liberality in {uch matters, determined with 
One common accord to prefent him at Alexandria with alive Serpent, 
feaven fadom and an halfe long ; which wound up in a Circle lay quiec 
and moved not a whit, but when other beafts camero Water, he rofe 
up on a fuddaine, and {wallowing up fome of them whole, wrapped 
others about with his Taile, and then devoured them. Now the hun= 
ters, beholding the Serpent, who was long, and heavy by Nature, went. 
confidently towards him, thinking to take and binde him with Cords 
and Chaines ; but comming neerer unto him, andofeeing his Eyes fla- 
ming like fire, his great and terrible Teeth, with all the reft of his head, 
fo dreadfull to looke upon, and hearing the mighry noife that his hard 
Scales made when he ftirred himfelfe , they began to change colour, 
and to be exceedingly terrifyed, infomuch thatthey caft down their. 
Cords at his Taile, wherewith the Serpent feeling himfelfe touched, 
turned againft them .wich horrible hiffings , and inftantly {wallowing 
up him alive that was next unto them ; hee caught another, that was 
further offand getting away, with his, Taile, and killed him : The reft, 
{urprifed with feare faved themfelves by flight, but yet without Jofing. 
the defire they had to take him, the hope of gaine furmounting the 
feare and danger they were in. Wherefore they. refolved to fet upon 
him with art and cunning, which was more proper for their defigne then 
force. Firft of all then they made a kinde. of Net or Toile of great 
and {trong Cords in fathion like to a weele, deep enough to containe 
the Serpent. within it.'; and then, after they had.afar off obferved the 
place of his retreate, and had noted the time of his going into it, and 
comming out of ir,.as {oon as the Serpent was gone forth toget his 
accuftomed. prey they.fhut up the entrance of his retreate with Stones 
and Earth, and digged neer thereunto.a huge great hole , like to a Co- 
ny-borough, wide at the mouth , and {till narrower and marrower to 
the bottome, wherein they.placed their Net.. Not long after-the Sex- 
pent returning from: his ,repaft, a.great company of Horfemen, with 
Archers, Slingers, and Trumpetters prepared before hand for.it appea- 
red.in the place, but yet none of them durft come necre him for leat Of 
: what 
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what had betided to their fellowes whom he had devoured. The Ser- 
pent began to lift up his head as foone as he perceived them, but being 
aftonifhed , as well withthe Arrowes that were fhorathim, as with 
the fight of the Horfes, the multitude of Dogs barking round about 
him, andthe founding of Trumpets, would have retired into his Co- 
vert ; but finding it fhut up, and the Hunters purfuing him with great 
cryes, and withthe noyfe of Armor, Horfes, Trumpets, and Hollow- 
ing, he was fo territyed , that having abandoned his fierce and eruell: 
countenance, they conftrained him to retreate into the place prepared 
for him, where entring he fell into the Net ; and although he ufed his 
uttermoft indeavour to bite afunder the Cords with his Teeth , yee was 
he at laft inclofed therein and caught - Afterwards being drawn out 
of the hole in the Net, they gave him many blowes with their Swords 
upon the Taile, and plucked out his Teeth, with the paine whereof he 
became more gentle and tame ; whereupon the Hunters carried him 
fo inclofed in the Net to Alexandria, and prefented him tothe King, 
which was a matvailous {peCtacleto him, and fuch as will hardly be 
believed by them that heare of it. From thence forward by diminifh- 
ing his food, thereby to abate his Forces, the Serpent grew fo tame, as 
every one admired atit, and King Ptolemy having very well rewarded 
the Hunters, cauféd a daily allowance of Meate tobe given to the Ser- 
pent, and thewed him to ftrangers, that came unto his Court, as a 
rare and wonderfull fight. Now fince a Serpent of {uch greatneffe hath 
come to the knowledge and view of Men, the Ethiopians are not to 
be altogether unbelieved, nor is that which they have written of thefe 
Serpents to be held fabulous. They fay, that in their Countrey there 
are fome found fo big, as they doe devour not onely Oxen, but even 
Elephants alfo : For when they come to affaile them, they firft of all 
winde their Tailes in fuch a fore about their Legs, as they are not able 
to wag; then lifting themfelves up to their heads, with their Eyes, which 
fparkled like fire, they fo blinde the Elephants fight, that they over- 
throw them to the gound,and eate them. 

It refts now that we fhould write of the Countries, lying upon the 
Gulph of Arabia, according as we have received information thereof; 
both from the Chronicles of the Kings of Egypt in Alexandria,and from 
thofe themfelves which have been upon the places : For this part of 
the World, together with the Ifle of Britaime , and the Countries 
which are to the Northward are knowne to few. But we will {peake 
of thofe Norcherne Regions, and of great Britaiwe, when wee 
fhall write the Adts of Cefar, who hath extended the Rowsane Eropire 
even to the faid [fle of Britaine, and other parts not knowne 


before. 
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bi Cuar. XVITI. 
of the Red-fea, and of the Countries and Nations which 
. border upon it. 


He mouth of the Red Sea, and its entrance into the Ocean, is on 
othe South fide continued by a long extent of furlongs, even tothe 
ftraisht of the frontires of WArabra , and of the Troglodites, which is 
fot above a full League broade ; and fromthe part of Panorma to the 
oppofite Coaftivis a days failing, but the bredth of it at Mount Titirus 
is'fuch, as onecannot difcerne either the one or the other fhoare , how- 
beit from that bredth ic {till growes narrower and narrower tll one 
comes to the mouth of ic. This Sea hath in divers places many great 
Iflands, between'the which the pzffage is ftraite and dangerous, and 
the flowing of the Sea violentand rough. Such is the fituation of the 
Arabian Gulphy from whofe uttermoft parts taking our beginning we 
will defcribe the-Navigation of either Coaft, and relate the things wor- 
thy.of memory:which are found there. . Firft: of all we will {peak of the 
right part of the fhoare,which is inhabited by the Troglodites as far as to 
the Defert. , 

From the City of Arfizoe, in fayling along by the Continent on the 
right hand , great: ftore of Salt-Waters do in many places fall from 
high'and huge Rocks into the Sea; befides the which there is feenin 
the plaine Country a greene Mountaine reafonable high , which dazles 
the fight of them that fooke upon it; and at the foote of the Moun- 
taine is a Lake hard to be pafied over; which is called Apbrodites ,where- 
iware three Iflands, whereof two are fujl of Olive and Fig-trees ; the 
third, which hath none of them in it, abounds with Birds, named 
Meleagrides. Next thereunto is a great Gulph, named Acatharius, 
wherein there is a Peninfula of a narrow paflage,which poiats out Sailers 
the way to the other Coaft of Arabia. 

Beyond the faid ftrair there is an Ifland, called Opiadas , five 
Leagues in length, which was anciently Defert and unhabited by reafon | 
ofthe multitude of Serpents that were in it, from whence it tooke its? 
Name: but ‘afterwards by the helpe of the Kings of Egypt it was clea- 
red from them, and reduced to tillage. And methinks we are not to 
forget to write the caufe why thofe Kings undertook to drive away the 
Serpents from this Ifland ; which was, for that there was found in it a 
precious ftone, named a Topafe, of the colour of Gold, and other- 
wayes fomewhat like unto Glafle. Wherefore all Men are generally 
forbidden the entrance into this Ifland upon paine of death: there are 
fome, and they inno great number , appointed for the guard thereof, 
who live but poorely ; and for feare of ftealing away thofe prectous 
ftones, there is not fo much as one Veflell left in all the Ifland ; neither 
dare thofe that faile by it come neere unto it for feare of the King. 
They likewife, which bring Vi@ualls to the Guards , returne fuddenly 
from it, after they have left chem on the fhoare. Suchas are Neigh- 
bours to this Ifland dare not goe thither at any time, fo that the Guards 
are many times in great want of Vidtualls, and fitting almoft ftarved ‘ 

the 
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the Sea fide accufe them of negligence and carelef{neffe which have the 
charge of fupplying them. 

The Topafe growes ina Rock, and appeares notin the day by reafon 
of the fhining of the Sun, but by night itis {eene a far off in the darke, 
and thewes it felfe where itis, whither the Guards g0 as it falls to them 
by lot, and marking ‘the place where they fee it thine in the Nighr, 
the next Morning they cut it out of the Rock,then deliver it to the work- 
men,who take the Topa/e out of it. 

The next fhoare to the faid Ifland is for the moft part inhabited by 
Ichthiophages , and by the Troglod:te Shepherds , from whence fore 
ward are nothing but Mounraines even to the Port of Sotera, which was 
firft fo named by certaine Greekes, fayling along by that place with a 
profperous winde. 

From this Port of Sotera they croffe into Arabia by a Sea and Regi- 
on farre different from the other Coat, whereof we have {poken ; for 
that Countrey is low and plaine without any Mountaines, nor is the 
Sea there above two fadomeand an halfe deepe, and isin colour mer- 
vailous greene, which they fay doth nor proceede from the nature of 
the Water, but becaufe the bottome of it is all covered over with Sea- 
grafle : This place is very proper and commodious for the Navigati- 
on of {mall Veffells, being {ubje& to no Tempetts » and full of divers 
kinds of Fithes ; but great Ships, wherein Elephants are carried ‘ as well 
for that they draw much water of themfelves, as becaufe they are 
deeply laden) arein great danger, for they are oftenrimes tofled by the 
windes, and driven againft great Rocks, or carried into this thallow 
Sea, whereinto the Mariners dare not caft themfelves, by reafon 
it is deeper then the ftature of a Man 5 neither can they move rheir 
Ship with their Poles and Oares, fo that they are conftrained.to caft all 
that is in their Veffell into the Sea > €xcept their Vidtuall, and yerare 
they not for all that freed from danger, in regard there is no Ifland nor 
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Mountaine neer, neither do any Ships arrive there, for che Countrey Dangerous 
is altogether Defert and unhabited. Befides all thefe difficulcies and Navigation, 


perills,che flowing and waves of the Sea brings in a thort time fo much 
Sand to the Ship, as it is invironed round about as with a Rampire ; 
and then do the Sea-men cry in vaine to places where there is no body 
to anfwer them, yet doe they not wholly difpaire of their fafety; for 
it hath fometimes hapned, that the Ship by meanes of a great tempeft 
aad ftorme at Sea hath beene fet a flore and cleared, as if fome God 
affifted them in their extremity : But if the helpe of this God be want- 
ing, and their Victuall begin to faile . then the Weaker are throwen 


into the Sea by the ftronger , to the end their Victualls may laft the piteousén 


longer, yet do they die at the laft as well as the others, nay more mi- Sea-men, 


ferably then they, fora{much as they that were drowned did in a little 
time render to Nature that Spiric which fhee had given them, where- 
as thefe, prolonging their wretched lives with many calamities, 
Beets greater miferies in delaying their Ends, and yer dye at 
ength. 

The Ships too fo deftitute of Mariners remaine for fome time as 
their Sepultures , being invironed all about with Sand, fo that che 
Dd Matts 
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Matts and Saile-yards, being feene a far off in that Eftate, do move the 
he deceafed. But there is an exprefle 


hearts of the beholders to pity t 
command from the King, that in this cafe fuch as faile that way fhould 


have notice given them of the places which they are to avoyde and 


fy from. They that are Neighbors to the Ichthiophages do common- 
ly report, from their Anceftors , how it hath fometimes hapned in 
Tide turning to the op- 


thofe places, that the Sea upon a ercat {pring- 
pofice-fhoare , and Seaving this every where bare and dry, the ground 


appeared all ovet flowrifhing and greene 5 and that upon thé ebb of the 
Sea the Water returned with the fame impetuofity to its former place 
and Bed. But of thefe parts, and the Navigation thereof, from the 
City of Ptolomais to Mount Taurus, we have made a particular Trea- 
tife at (uch time as we wrote Of the pleafure that Ptolomy tooke in hunt- 
ing of Elephants: from which Mount Taurus che Sea-coaft trends to the 
Batt, where the shadows in the Summer folftice are from noon till two 


houres after contrary to ours. 


In this Region there are many Rivers defcending from the Moun- 


taines, called Pfebei, and many {pacious Plaines, abounding with Car- 
damuns, and Palme Trees of a marvailous height,as alfo with all other 
fruits of afharpe tafte, unknown CO Us Further in che Continent are 
great multitudes of Elephants , wild Bulls, Lions, and other ftrange 
Reafts. Eew folkes do faile along this Coat, becaufe in the: Iflands 
rhereabout is no kind of refrefhments of Fruits, ncr any other thing, 
fave many feverall forts of Birds, which are ftrange and wonderfull to 


behold. 

The Sea whereunto you defcend afterwards is very deepe, in which 
there are Whales of an unmeafurable greatneffe, no. way hurtfull co 
Men, unleffe one by chance touch the top of their backs ; nor can 


they follow Ships againft the Suane, for that the light of it blinds them. 
‘Thefé uttermoft parts of the T: roglodites are invironed with the Moun- 
taines, named Pfevare all the reft of the Coaft on the other fide to- 
watds Arabia, from the Altars, which Ariftos, a Gentleman fent by 
Ptolemy to difcover as farre as che Ocean, caufed to be fet up there in 
the honour of Neptune , is called Neptawinm: And all the length of 
this fo renowned (Maritime Region is named Phenicia, from the great 
abundance of Palme Trees erowing there,which produce moft excellent 


Fruits. 
The Neighbouring Countrey lying dire@ly to the South, which 
makes it hot, is full of Fountaines, wherefore thefe Barbarians did right- 


ly dedicate this good and fertile Region, feated amongft barren and 
defert places, to their Gods ; for there are fo many Springs and _ 
Streames of Water, as cold as Snow init, that the Earth is thereby 
alwayes clothed with frefh greene Grafle, moft pleafant to looke upon 
by them that pafle by. There is moreover a Temple there, anciently 
built of hard ftone, whereon are antique Letters infcribed, which one 
cannot read nor underftand. In this Temple is a Man and aWoman,who 
all their life-time have the care and charge of the fa cred things which are 
there. They that live here ate efteemed moft happy, and yet they are 


compelled for fear of wild beafts to fleep on Trees. : 
mg 
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In failing from this Countrey of Phenicia , ftraight forth to the 
Continent there ts an Ifland, named from the Monfters that are in it, 
the Ifland of wild beafts , wherein there is fuch an exceffive number 
of them, as is ftrange and mervailons. The Promontory , which is 
feene from this Ifland, reaches to the place, called Petra, and joyns 
to the Countries of C4rabia, and Paleftina. To this Iland ( as they 
fay ) doc the Gerrhei and the Aenei bring Incenfe and other odoti- 
ferous Gummes from thehigher Arabia. The reft of all this thoare 
was poffeffed firft by the A¢aranei, and afterwards by their Neigh- 
bours the Garyxdei , who ufurped the fame upon them inthis manner. 
There was in times paft in the Land of Phenicia, whereof wee have 
fpoken, a folemne Feaft, which was kept every five yeares, where- 
unto reforted all fuch of the adjoyning Countries , as would Sacrifice 
to the Gods in the Temple their fatteft Cammells ( called Hecatombes ) 
who returning home carried nothing back with them but Water, 
which they firmly believed would cure and reftore to health all thofe 
which ufed it. The A4erenei then being gone upon this occafion in 
Pilgrimage thither, the Garindei firft of all killed {uch of them as 
ftayed ftill behind, and afterwards treacheroufly furprifed and flew 
upon the way all them that were returning from their Voyage, not 
fo much as one excepted: That done, they divided amongsft them- 
felves their Countrey, which was now void of Husbandmen to Till 
and Sow the Ground, and of all that were to keepe and looke to the 
Cattle. There are few ports inthis Region, but it is divided by feverail 
Mountaines, which befides the pleafant profpeét thereof are very benefi- 
ciall to the Inhabitants. 

Parting from hence they faile thorough the Gulph of Elanita, 
which is full of Villages and Habitations of the Arabians, furnamed 
Nabathei , who pofleffe a great part of the Shoare, and fome Lands 
within the Continent, where are great ftore of Men and Cattle. Thofe 
Nabathai lived in times paft well and juftly, being contented with the 
fuftenance which their Cattle furnifhed them abundantly withall, but 
afterward when they turned Pirates and robbed the Metchants of Ale- 
xandria fayling that way, withno lefle inhumanity then thofe of Mare 
Major, named Tamryens, ule to doe, they were at laft defeated and 
taken, by certaine Gallies,fuffering deferved punifhment for their mif- 
deedes, 

Next unto the former is a Champian and moift Countrey, where 
by reafon of the abundance of Springs that arein it,Lotan growes to the 
height ofa Man ; and the fertilty of itis fuch, as it abounds not onely 
with an infinite number of Sheepe, and Cattell, but alfo with heards 
of wild Camells, and of red and fallow Deere. For the pafture fake 
likewife a great company of Lyons, Wolves, and Leopards refort thi- 
ther from Defert places, with whom the Inhabitants are conftrained 
to fight day and night for che fafeguard of their Flocks and Cattle; 
fo that the goodnefs of the Teritories proves prejudiciall and dangerous 
to them. Thus doth nature commonly doe, intermingling fome evill with 
the good fhe givesus. pot 

Adjoyning hereunto is a large Arme of the Sea, two and thirchy 
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Leagues broad, or thereabout, which is naturally fhut and clofed up 
with many great Rocks, and therefore hard to pafle;for there is a 
mighty huge Rock, reaching farre into the Sea, which keeps Ships from 
comming in Or going out, fo that none paffe into it but fuch as in 
{tormes ate carried at full Sea by the force of the Windes and Waves 
over that Rock. The people which inhabit this Coaft arecalled Bani- 
Zomenesand have no other way of living but by hunting, yet is the moft 
holy Temple, which all the Arabians celebrate with much fuperftition, 
in their Countrey. 

Not farre from the Baniomenes are three Iflands, which have many 
ports ; Inthe firftofthem, that is altogether folicary and defolate, are 
old foundations of a houfe made of ftone , and with Pillars, whereon 
are ingraven ftrange and barbarous Letters, which they fay were fet 
there in the honorof //és. The other two are likewife unhabited, but fruit- 
full of Olives, fomewhat different from ours. | 

Beyond thefe Iflands the Sea is full of broken Rocks for the {pace of 
cwo and thirty Leagues, and there is not in it any Haven, Port, or other 
place where one may caft Anchor, fo that any Tempeft comming, the 
Seq-men muft of neceffity fuffer Ship-wrack. There is hanging over 
this Sea an high precipitous Mountaine, at the foore whereof are divers 
hollow Caves and deepe Holes, whereinto the Water of the Seaen- 
tring upon a ftorme yields a found as dreadfull as Thunder, and the 
Waves are partly carried againft the Rocks, cafting up a mighty 
foame, and are partly fwallowed up by thofe profound concavities 
with fuch an horrible noife, -as they thar come neere it die with 
feare. The cArabians, which dwell on this Shoare, arenamed T/a- 
muaet. | 

Next to this perillous Sea is a great Gulph full of little iflands, like 
tothe Iflands Echinades, and all along the fhoare there are huge heapes 
of black Sand difperfed here and there : A little lower is a Penin(fula, 
where is one of the beft ports that is written of in any Hiftory, called 
Charmulta, for under aRock, which lies directly to the Weft, the Sea 
is there not onely pleafant to behold, but furpafles all others for good- 
nefle and profit. Over it isa very goodly Mountaine,contayning above 
fix Leagues. The entrance into the faid port is fourefcore fadome 
broade, where two thoufand Ships may ride. Moreover there runs in- 
to itagreat River, and in the midft ot it is an Ifland full of good wa- 
ter, andapt for gatdning. To conclude,it is like the port of Carthage, 
called Cothonum , whereof wee will {peake in its place. Ic 1s withall 
replenithed with all kinde of fith, which refore thither from the maine 
Sea, as well for food , as for the freth water that falls into it. Thefay- 
lers know it by five high Mountaines , which are difcerned a farre off, 


. feperated one from another,and pointed like the Piramides of Egypt. 


The Arme of the Seais from thence forward round, and invironed 
with great Promontories , ‘a the midit whereof little long Hill rifes 
up, in the’ forme of a Table, upon the which are three mervai- 
lous ‘Femples , confecrated to the honour of certaine Gods un- 


knowen to the Greekes, howfoever very much reverenced by the Inha- 
bitants. | 
Next 
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Next unto it is a fhoare full of Fountaines, and freth-water, and 
therein a Hill, covered with all forts of Trees, called Gabin, where the 
Arabians, named D.bes, live; who have Camells fitted to all mannet E 
; Certain Cam- 
of ufes: for onthem they fight, they make them carry their luggage, mells of great 
they live on their Milke, and with them over-runne many Countries. ule. 
-Itis faid, thac in this Region there is a River wherein Gold is found, 
but the Inhabitants know not how to draw itthence ; howbeit they 
permitfome ftrangers , butnorall, to take it away, namely the Boe- 
tians and Peloponefians onely, to whom it was anciently granted by 
priviledge foto do ( as they were informed by their Anceftors ) in re- 
compence of the Graces and great good which Hercales had done 
them. 
Inthe next Region to this do the Arabians inhabit, furnamed Abdel, 
and Gafandi , which isa Countrey not fo hot as the others adjoyning 
toit, butis for the moft part moift and foft, by reafon of many thick 
Cloudes carried thither by the winds, which diffolving into Raine ren- 
ders the ground very fruitfull. This Land is naturally fertile, but lies 
altogether unmanured thorough the negligence of the Inhabitants. 
They draw Gold alfo out of their Mines without the helpe of Art, how- 
beit not fuch Gold as muft be melted in the fire to get it forth, but 
Gold that is by nature pure, and therefore is from that its. property 
named Apyron ; It is found in little fmall pieces , fo that the leatt is like Mites, tatis 
a Sparke of Fire, and the greareft as big as a Nut. This Gold they  wiehou: Fire, 
weare on their Fingers, and about their necks, with pretious Scones 
betwixt. Now becaufe they have abundance of it, and contrarily are g.), exchange 
in want of Braffe and Iron, they exchange the one for the other with ed for Iton and 
Merchants. Brafle, 
The next Arabians are named Carbes, and adjoyning to themare 
the Sabeans , the moft populous Nation of all that inhabit Arabia the 
happy, and replenifhed with all things which we efteeme to be moft 
pretious, as alfo with great ftore ofall manner of Cattle. In fweete 
odours, which naturally are produced in their Countrey, they furpaffe 
all other Regions of the World ; for Bal/amam growes in the 44aritime 
parts thereof, and Cafia likewife ; as alfo another Hearb of a fingular 
vertue, whichnewly gathered retrefhes the fight of thofe that looke 
upon it ; but kept a while it lofes its force. In the Asediterraneas 
parts thereof are many goodly Forrefts, full of Trees bearing Frank- Forrelts of 
incenfe, and Myrrhe; therein grow alfo Palme-trees, Canes, Cina- promaicall 
mon, and other fuch like odoriferous things, whereof it isnot poffible =~ 
to recount all the feverall forts in particular,fo abundantly hath Nature 
affembled them there together ; fo that the odours, which come to 
our fences from thofe Trees, feeme to be fomewhat that is truly Divine, 
and which cannot well be expreft. And certainly fuch as faile in thofe 
Seas ( though they be farre from the Continent) partake in the plea- 
fure of thofe {weet {mells ; for the winds, which in the Spring time 
blow from the Land, tranfport fuch odours to the Maritime parts 
thereabout ; for the vertue-of thofe Aromaticks is not weake and faint, 
asit is here with us, burt fo ftrong and frefh, as it pierces thorough 


all our fenfes ; fothat the winde, in fuch fore mingled with delicate 
Dd 3 Savors, 
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Savors, blowing upon the Sea, affeets the Spirits of paffengers with a 
metvailous fweetneffe , and greatly availes unto health : For this fo 
odoriferous an aire procecds not from aromaticks brayed in a Morter, 
but from the very Countrey and Trees themfelves , to which itis pro- 
per as it were by a certaine Divine nature, fo as unto them, who 
fmell fuch odours, it feemes to be that very Ambrofia , whereof the 
Fables {peake, and indeed one cannot give a more proper terme tO fo 
ereat an excellency of fweet fmells. Howbeit Nature hath net given 
eo thefe Sabeans fo pure and fimple a felicity without fome difpleafure, 
but hath intermingled a great deale of mifery with fo much bliffe, ad- 
monifhing us no doubt , that wee ule to forget and defpife the Gods, 

Forgerfullnefs When we enjoy a continuall happinefle ; for inall fuch their odoriferous 
shee Forrefts there are anumber of Redferpents, a fpan long, which bite and 
long felicity. hurt Men mortally. 
ent There is one fingular and particular thing which the Inhabitants of 
this Countrey ufe ; when they finde themfelves fo fore weakned with 
a long fickneffe, as they are notable to recover their ftrength againe 5 
and that is, they make a perfume of Aphatta and Goates haire, to the 
Ill {mells ufed end the ill {mell may repreffe the too great vertuc of the good : And 
fora Medicine. verify good things taken in a meanc and meafure, profit and delight 
Men; but to them that indifcreetly ute them otherwife they are no wey 
beneficiall. 

The Metropolitan City of this Nation is called Saba, and is fitua- 
tedona high Mountaine, where their Kings come to the Crowne by 
facceffion of Linage, unto whom the multitude render very great ho- 
nors, which yet are ‘atermixed with good and bad ; for their Lives 
{eeme to be moft happy, in regard they command over every one, 
without being conftrained to give an accomprt OF reafon for any thing 
they doe ; and unhappy > becaufe they may never goe Out of their 
Royall Palace, forif they fhould they would be ftoned by their Sub- 
jets out of an old fuperftitious cuftome derived long agoe from an 

Oracleofthe Gods. ‘Thefe are held the richeft people, not onely of 

Arabia, but of all the World, by reafon that in their Trading they ex- 

change a thing of little weight with the Merchant for a great fumme 

of Money. And for this caufe, as alfo for that they have never fuf- 

fered any bad fortune or calamity, and have befides great abundance 

of Gold and Silver, efpecially in the City of Saba ( where the King 

is alwayes refident ) all their Veffells whatfoever are of Gold and 

Silver, the moft of them curioufly ingraven, nay theit Beds, Tables, 

and Stooles, have their Feete of Silver, and all the reft of their houfe- 
hold-ftuffe is fo. magnificent and coftly , chat it can hardly be credit- 

ed, The entrance into their Houfes are adorned with great Pillars, 

whereof the Chapters are either of Gold or Silver. Amongft other 

The gear things theit Eloores , Seelings, and Portals of their Chambers , in- 
uae the riched with plates of Gold and pretious Stones to thew the mervailous 
+ — ‘fumptuoufneffe of their Houles ; for every thing in thema fhines, either 
with Gold, Silver , or pretious Stones : Some of them are garnifhed 

with Ivory, and many osher things of great valewand efteeme. Vett- 

ly thefe Sabeans have alwayes lived in perpetuall felicity s for a 

ave 
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have never gone about to ufurpe other Mens Eftates out of ambition 
oravarice, which hath been the caufe of many peoples ruine. Not far 
from hence are the happy Iflands , whofe Townes are without walles, 
and their Sheepe are all white, whereof the ewes are naturally without 
hornes. To thefe Iflands doe Merchants réfort from all parts of the 
World, but moft ofall to the City of Potasa, which Alexander built at 
the mouth of the River Indus. 


Cuar. XIX. 


Of the Sanne, Winds, and other things in the Firmament, 
differing from thefe of the Conntrey 
which we inhabit. 


ik would not be now fit to paffe by in filence the wonders which 
ate feene in the Firmament of thofe Regions, and thofe things are 
worthy of admiration, that are written of the Countrey lying towards 
the Pole Arsique, which very much puzzle the Saylers navigating 
that way ; for they fay, that the moneth of 4Zarch once come, none of 
the feaven Starres, which make up the Celeftiall figne of the little Beare, 
are to be feene about the Pole  4rtiqne untill the month of December 
following at Mid-night. As forthe five Planets they are never feene 
there. For other Celeftiall fignes, they fee fome of them greater then 
wefee them, and others rifing and fetting otherwife then they do with 
us. The Sunne too doth not caft forth alight at the breake of day , as 
it does where we are, but whilft it is yet darke night he appeares fud- 
dainly cleare and bright fhining , and therefore it is never day there 
before the rifing of the Sunne, which they fay comes out of the Sea 
likea burning coale, cafting forth his beames farre and neere ; and that 
his forme is not round, as itis with us, butlikeunto a Pillar , having 
the higher part brighter then the other. They fay moreover, that 
he is an hower without cafting forth beames , butis like co a fire with- 
out flame, which is feene a farre off in fome obfcure and thady place, 
giving no light ; at the fecond hower he fhewes himfelfe in the forme 
ofa Buckler, continually fhining, and hot beyond meafure. Ac night 
he is as hee was in the morning , forto fee to he feemes co illuminate 
the World with other new beames for the {pace of two howers, or, as 
Agatharcides of Gaydos faith, ofthree. And this time is very pleafing 
tothe Inhabitants, becaufe the heate of the Sun ftill more and more di- 
minifheth as he is going down. 

The Weft, Southweft, and Southeaft windes blow in thofe Coun- 
tries asin ours, but Southerly windes are not knowne in Ethiopia, yee 
they are fo hot in Arabia,and with the Troglodites, as they burne up the 


The Sun with: 
out light, =~ 


South Winds 


Graffe, and much weaken the bodies of them chat fhelter themfelves in are nocknowne 
the thadow from the heate. The North,andNortheaft windes are rightly ‘9 &:biepi. 


accounted the beft, for that they are cold in all Regions. 


CHAP. 
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The Fiiftory of Book. LV. 


Cuap. XIX. 


of the Antiquities of Libia, and the defcription of 
the Countrey. | 


Or the continuance of our Hiftory we will now proceede to the 
Libians which are adjoyning to Egypt,and the other Provinces there- 
about. | 

Now there are neere to the Countrey of Cyrene, and of the Sirte, 
in the midland Region, fower forts of Lébians, whereof the Southerne 
are called Nafamones , the Wefterne Anochires , others Marmarides 
( which are betweene Egypt and Cyrene, and the fhoare of the Sea of 
the Levant) andthe reft Afaces, which are more in number then any 
of their Nation befides , becaufe they are they alone, amongft all the 
other Libians, which have neere to the Syrtes good and fertile grounds, 
and take great care in maintaining their breed of Horfes and Mares, 
wherewith they are nourifhed. ? 

Thefe two laft Nations of Maces and Marmarides obey Kings, not 
altogether leading a favage life, nor alienated from humanity. The 
Anochites are not fubject to any Prince, neither have they any know- 
ledge of Juftice and Equity , but are wholly given to Theft and Rob: 
bery, and forcibly feizing upon all that by chance they meete 
withall in fallying out of the Defert, they fuddainly returne to their: 
abode. : 

All thefe Zibiaus lie and fleepe in the open Aire like wild Beafts, 
have no Flabirations, and are in their feeding contented with things 
which beafts ufe, having no Domefticall Vi@uall. Nor do they cover 
their bodies with any other clothing then the Skinnes of Goates. The 
preat Lords, and mightieft among ft them, have no Townes, but only 
certaine Towers, feated on Rivers, and neere to Waters, whereinto 
they bring and fhut up whatfoever is needfull for their living. The 
Princes make their Subje@ts {weare every yeare , that they will yeild 
them true and loyall obedience , loving thofe that are faithfull as com- 
panions, and perfecuting them which are Rebellious as Theeves. 
Their Armes are agreeable to the Region and their conditions, for be- 
ing light of body, andthe Country plaine and open, they ufe neither 
Swords, Speares, nor other Weapons, but onely three Darts, and 
Stones in certaine leather Budgets, wherewith they fight in purfuing 
and retyring, and with them they indeavor at the very firft to hit their 
Enemy, being very deliver, and well exercifed in running, and flinging 
thofe ftones right to the incended marke. With ftrangers they obferve 
no Faith. The Region next to.Cirene is Champion , and fertile, not 
onely of Corne, but alfo of Wine, Oyle and Pafture, and therein are 
divers Rivers, which bring great commodity to the Inhabitants : But 
that which lies towards the South, invironed round about with the De- 
fert,is barren and unfruitfull for want of Water,and feemes to looke up- 
on avery Sea, whereunto adjoyning is a huge Wildernefle very hard 
to paffe, wherefore there are not any Birds found in that Lane » nor 
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foure-footed Beafts, unieffe ic be Deere and Oxen. In the Medi- 
terrancas pasts there are great heapes of Sand, which the more de- 
ficient they are of things neceffary for Mans Life, the more do they 
abound with divers forts of great Serpents , e{pecially with thofe 
which are called Ceraftes , whofe byting is venemous and mortall. 
Thele Ceraffes are in colour like unto the Sand , which is the caufe 
they cannot well be difeerned , for lack whereof many treading upon 
chem unawares put themfelves in danger of their Lives. It is faid, that 
anciently thefe Beafts paffed into Egypt, where they rendred many pla- 
ces defert and inhabitable. 

In thefe Countries of Lida necre to the Syrtes a marvailous and 
ftrange thing often happens, for divers times, efpecially when it is 
calmeand ftill weather, many and fundry femblances of Beafts ap- 
peare in the Aire , whereof fome never ftirre from a place, and 
others remove ; fome fly from, and others purfue one ; being all 
of them of {uch greatneffe , as they ftrike thofe that know not the 
caufe thereof with feare and aftonifhment. When they follow a 
Man, and have overtaken him, hee feeles himfelfe touched with 
a kinde of cold moift breath , whereat ftrangers , which are not 
accuftomed thereunto, are much troubled, byt the People of the 
Countrey make no reckoning of it. Now becaute this feemes ftrange 
and fabulous, fome Phyfitians have laboured to give a reafon for 
it, faying, that the Windes doe not in thofe Provinces blow at all, 
or very little, fo that the Aire is thereby oftentimes immoveable 
and ftill, in regard there are neither Vallies, nor hollow Rocks or 
Caves , neither Mountaines or any Rivers in that Countrey , and 
that the adjacent parts, being barren and without Trees , breede 
no Vapors, which may move the Winde, by meanes whereof one 
feemes to fee inthe Aire , which is thick and heavy (even as in the 
clouds in Summer) thole fundty forts of Beafts formed by the 
Aire, which many times catricd by a foft and gentle Winde , and 
falling to the ground by that motion of the Aire, feeme to have the 
fhape which by chance they have taken ; for it is very certaine that 
thofe formes make no choice nor election of a perfon, nor move more 
to one fide then another , for that in inanimate things there is neither 
defire nor will, but the Men them{elves unto whom they approch are 
the cau(e oftheir moving ; forthe Aire, which is before them, being 
driven forward by their going, makes the preceding figure move ; and 
a the fame manner doth the other cefemblance, that comes after, fol- 
low that which goes before,andall by the fole motion of the animated 
thing ; which ifiteither turnes, OF ftands ftill, the figure likewife will 
doe the fame: And when thofe Refemblances happen to fall upon the 
animated thing, they inftantly diffolve, leaving a certaine coldneffe 


about the body that is touched by them. 
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Cuar. XXI. 


Of the Amazones inhabiting Helperia, and their 
famous Ads. 


Ow it refts to fpeake of the Amaxones , which it is faid did 
* “anciently inhabit in Lidia , although many doe thinke thar 
there were none fave onely thofe which raigned in the Countrey of 
Pontus about the River of Thermodon s but verily that Opinion js 
not good, for the AwaXones of Libia were long before the others, 
and wee have heard many things worthy of memory reported of 
them; howfoever we are well affured that there are fome who will 
not receive this their Hiftory for true ; fer by reafon this Nation 
Was ruined and extinguifhed long before the Warre of T. roy , and 
that thofe of Afia came after them » It is likely that the laft, which 
were moft knowne , have defaced ( efpecially with fuch as are 
ignorant of the Times and Hiftories ) the Name and Glory of the 
firtt, whofe renowne was then utterly loft. Howbéit in regard wee 
have read many Poets, Hiftorians, and others ; which came afrer 
them, and have left in writing to pofterity the memory of thofe 
Amaxones, we will indeavout alfo to treate fuccinétly of their A@s, 
taking our beginning from the defcription, which’ one Divnyfins hath 
made of them, who wrote the Deeds of the Argonantes of Dionyfius, 
and of fome other Princes of former times. 

Now this Dionyfius faith, how itis found written in ancient Hi- 
ftories, that there were heretofore in Libia certaine Women of 
great force and very Warlike , amongft the which were the Gor- 
Lones, againft whom Perfeas, a Prince of great vertue, the Sonne 
of Fupiter, and the ptincipall of all the Greekes of his time, made 
Warre with no little hazard and difficulty ; fo thar the greatnefle 
of thefe Womens valour and might may be feene and knowne ste 
one will compare that which is written of their Magnanimity with the 
Women of our times. | 

The Countrey of thefe Amaxones is feated towards the Welk 
inthe uttermoft parts of the Earth , where they lead another-man- 
net of Life then our Women doe ; for they ufed to exercife them- 
{clves in Feates of Armes untill a certaine time: for the conferyati- 
on of their Virginity, and after that was expired they Married to 
have Children. They alone held the Dominion and comman- 
ded, adminiftring all publique Offices and Affaires, and their Men, 
after the fathion of Women, had in charge: the private bufinefic 
of the Hone, obeying their’ Wives , and utterly ignorant, of 
matters of Warre, and of the Government -of the Conhmon- 
Wealth. | 

After then that thofe Cdmaxoues were brought to Bed, the 
Sonnes that were borne, were delivered to the Fathers, who bred 
them UP with Milke 2 OF other Meate, according as their Age 


TOe 
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required : The Daughters Breafts they feared , to keepe them frorti 
erowing, fo that they might not hinder them in fhooting , for which 
caufe they were by the Greekes called AmaZones , that is to fay, 
having no Brefts. I is faid, that they dwelled in an Ifland, which 
in regard it lies inthe Weft, is named Hefperia , and alfo Tritonia, 
becaule it was feated on the Fenn, called 7 ritonida,from the Name 
of the River, which entreth into it neere the Ocean : This Fenn is 
{aid to be on the Confines of Eehiopia on the one fide, and joyning 
on the other to the Mouataine, which the Greekes anciently named 
Aslas the greateft of all thofe that are in Hefperda and Libia, extending 
it felfeven to the main Ocean Sea. 

This Ifland is very fpacious , and abounding with all manner 
of Fruits, on which the Inhabitants thereof doe live it is alfo full 
of Sheepe, and other Cattle, with whofe Milke and Fleth likewite 
they fuftaine themfelves. As for Wheate, and other Corne they 
Ate none at all, the ufe thereof being altogether unknowne to 
them. 

Thefe AmaZones, ftrong of Body , and defirous of Warte, firtt 
of all tooke by force all the Villages of the Ifland, one excepted, 
which was accounted facred, named A4enes, inhabited at that time 
by certaine Ichthiophage Ethiopians. This Ifland is very hot, and 
therefore many pretious Stones are found in it, whereof the Greekes 
name fome Carbuncles, fome Sardonixes , and others Emeraulds. 
After that thefe Amazones reduced under their fubje@tion many Na- 
tions of Libja their Neighbours, and withall a very great and goodly 
City beneath the Tritonide Fenn » which was named from the forme 
thereof Cherronefivs , And parting from thence then over-run divers 
parts of the World: But the firft they fet upon were the _Aslantides, 
the moft civilized People of all the Countrey, and living in a fer- 
tile Territory, where they held many good Townes 5 and from them, 
it is faid, that the Gods are defcended, even as the Greekes have 
written that they proceeded from the Ocean , whereof we wil {peake 
hereafter. 

Itis writtenalfo, that cMirina, Queene of the AmaXones, afiem- 
bled an Army of thirty thoufand Foote , and two thoufand Horfe, 
placing the chiefeft hope of vidory in the Horfe, which inftead of 
‘Armor to defend their Bodies with, wore the Skinnes of Serpents, 
whereof there are abundance in Lidia farre greater then can be ima- 
gined or believed. The Amaqones , that were inthis Army, ufed 
long Swords, Javelines, and Bowes, wherewith they wounded their 
Enemies, not onely in fighting, but alfo in fying. When as they 
were entred into a part of the Land of the Aslantides, named Cer- 
cenes, after they had vanquifhed them in Battaile, they purfued them 
fo clofe, that they entred pell mell with them into their City ; where- 
upon to terrify the reft of the Inhabitants, they infolencly abufing 
their Vidtory, put all the Males that’ were above foureteene yeares 
of Age, tothe Sword, and the remainder, together with all the Wo- 
men, they made flaves , after they had utterly deftroyed the whole 
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City, which calamity and cruelty being divulged in the neighbour. 
ing places, che other 4rlantides {ent untathem, promifing to deliver 
up the Townes which they held, and yield them{elves altogether to 
theirfubjection : The Queene Mérina, after the had gracionfly heard 
andreceived them, and contracted a League of amity with them, 
built a City, in ftead of that which fhe had ruined’, naming it after 
her own Name, and caufedall the Prifoners that the had taken, to 
dwell there , as likewife all fuch thereabout, as wete willing there- 
unto : which done, having accepted all the gifts, and honours, pre- 
fented unto her by the common decrée of all the Atlantides, the 
made alliance with them, and promifed to aide and fuccor them in 
all'things ; in performance whereof (becaufethe Gorgones, amongtt 
other Nations of Women that were Néighbours to the Atlantides, 
had often infefted, and outraged them by Armes ) Miriza the Queen 
at their-fuite and intreaty lead her Army: againft thole Gorgenes; and 
fighting a Battaile with them, the Gorgones were defeated, with the 
flaughter of moft part of them, and thetaking of three thoufand 
Prifoners 5 all the reft flying into the Woods, ¢%irina, as itis writ- 
ten, would have burnt them therein, to the end. the -Name and. Race 
ofthem might be utterly extinguifhed.: But not able to execute her 
defire accordingly he retired to.the next’ Mountaines, where the 
Amaxones keeping head watch, as all Viétors commonly doe, the 
Gorgones Prifoners, {eizing on the AmaXones own Armes and Wea- 
pons whilft they flept, killed a great number of ‘them ; but. the 
Whole Army being at length awaked, the _Gorgenes after a long 
and bloudy fight were all flaine. Then Miérina the Queene caufed 
all her Companions to bee buired under three-great heapes.. of 
Earth, which unto this day are called the Sepulcher of the Awsa« 

OneS, 

i Now it is faid, that the Gorgones , being increafed againe in 
power and force, were afterwards vanquithed by Perfians, at fuch 
timeas Medsfaraigned overthem ; and that finally both they, and 
the Amazones were quite deftroyed by Hercules, when as pafling in- 
to the Weft he fet up the Pillarin Lidia's for hee thought it an un- 
worthy thing for him,who fought for the common fafety of all Men,’ 
to fuffer that Women fhould have Dominion over any of them. It 
is found written how fince that timethe Tritonide Fenn was wholly 
dryed up by the great Earthquakes which were in that Country to- 
wards the Ocean. 

Queene Mzriya then having runne over the moft part. of Lidia, 
and entred into Egype, where King orus, the Sonne of Tfis; ther 
raigned, and having concluded a Peace and Amity with:him , thee 
marched with her Army into Arabia s from whence , after. many 
defeates given by her, the paffed into Syria, which being reduced 
under her obedience, they of Cilicia met her, promifing to doe all 
that “thee would command them; wherefore in regard they came 
of ‘their’ owne accord fo willingly to offer themfelves unto her, 
thee Ordained that they fhould from thence forward ney ties, 

| | whence 
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whence it hapned that even to this day they are called free Cili- 
cians. 

Shee alfo brought under her Rule the People that live neere to 
Taurus, although they were of great power ; and when fhe had gone 
thorough Fhrigia, even to the Pomtique Sea , paffing over moft part 
of the fhoares thereof, fhe gave an end to her expedition at the River, 
named Caicus. In the Province of Orietica the chofe out the moft 
oportune places that thee could to build Citties in, and founded 
many ;amongft others one of her owne Name, and the reft after atirina builds 
the Names of divers great Kings and Captaines, as Nyna,Cymen, Py- oi grea 
yana, and Pruyes,Maritime Townes, with fundcy others in the Contt- rg 
nent,and midland Country. 

Befides thefe, Mirina reduced many lands under her obedience, 
namely that of Lesbos , wherein fhee caufed the Citty of A%ytelin to 
be edifyed, after the Name of her Sifter , who wasin her Army with 
her. As fhe was about to profecute the Conqueft of other places, @ 
ereat Tempeft fuddainly arofe, fo that thee made a vow to the Mo- 
ther of the Gods for her fafety ; for che accomplifhment whereof fhe 
went , according to the dire€tion of a Dreame She had had, all a- 
lone to one of thofe Iflands , ‘which (he confecrated to the Goddeffe, 
erecting an Altar, and celebrating her facred Solemnities there, and 
named it Samothracia, that is to fay, by the interpretation of the 
Greekes, the facred Ifland. Howbeit there are fome Hiftorians which 
hold, that it was firft of all called Samos , and that afterwards by 
reafon of the Thrasians, who cameto inhabit there, it was named 
Samothracia. Others fay, that at the arrivall of the AmsaXones in 
Epirus, the Mother of the Gods, delighted with the beauty of this 
Tiland, brought along with her into it", befides her Children the 
Corybantes, divers other Men. Now who was the Father of thofe 
Corybantes is onely found in the Ancient fecrets of the facred writings. 
It is delivered, that the faid Mother of the Gods taught at that 
time the Myfteries and Ceremonies which are obferved in that Ifland 
at this day ; and that fhe firtt of all ordained the San@uary which is in 
the Temple there. 

At this time Mepfws the Thracian, being driven out of Zhracia 
by King Licurgus , xaifed an Army , and joyning with Sypslus the 
Scythian, who had likewife nota little before been expected out of the 
{ame Countrey of Thracia by the other Scythians, they together fet 
upon the Amaxones, and atter a Battaile betweene them, Map/ws and “rhe defeate af 
Sypilws remained Conquerours, the Queen Marina and many others be- che Amazone. 
ing killed upon the place. 

Now whereas from thence forward thofe AmaXones had been often- 
times vanquithed by the Thracians, finally fo many of them as could 
Cave themlelves retired into Libis : And fuch was the end ( according 
to report) of their Powers and high Exploits. 7 
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Cuar. XXII. 


Of the firange and fabulous things that ave recounted of the City of 
; Nyfa ia Libia , and of the Genealogy of the 
Atlantides,or Titanes. 


G Ecing we have heretofore made mention of the Atlantides, ic will 

not be without caufe if we treate of the Genealogy of the Gods, 
which fome fay are defcended from them ; efpecially fince they are not 
therein much different from the Greekes. 

The Azlantides then, as we have beene given to underftand, dwelt 
in fertile places neere to the Ocean , and were amongtt all the Neigh- 
bouring Nations commended for their goodnefle and humanity 
to ftrangets. Ic is commonly reported that the Gods defcended 
from them ; wherewith the moft excellent of all the Greeke Poets 
agrees,when as he introducethF-#z0, tearming the Ocean and Thetis the 
Father and Mother of the Gods. 

Nowitis faid, that he which firft of all Raigned over the Atlap- 
sides was Calum, who at the beginning drew Men ( {cattered here 
and there over the Fields ) to live and dwell in companies together ; 
inducing them to build Townes , and diverting them-from a wilde 
and favage, to a more civill Life. Hee brought them moreover to 
fow Corne and Garden-feeds, and taught them many things necefla- 
ry for the common ufe of Mans Life, This Calum held the greatett 
part of the World, efpecially towards the Weft and North. Hee 
was a diligent obferver of the Starres, and foretold unto Men divers 
future things ; meafuring the yeare ( before confufed) by the courfe 
of the Sunne, and the month by the courfe of the Moone ; he like- 
wife defigned all the feafons of the yeare : So that many, which 
were ignorant of the Sempiternall order of the Starres, being afto- 
nifhed with fuch his prediction of things to come, thought that this 
Calum was patticipant of the Divine Nature, and therefore after 

Calum deifyed. his deceafe they conferred on him the honour of immortality, as well 
for his benefits to his Subjects, as for his great knowledge of the 
Starres. And it appeares that he acquired the Name of Celam for his 
skill in the rifing and fetting of the Planets, and for many other things 
he was alfo ftyled the eternal! King of all the World. 
Galum bad five Calum had by many Wives five and forty Children, feventeene 
Cus’, » Of which were the Sonnes of Titea, and he gave to cach of them a 
"particular Name, but in generall he called them after their Mother 
ey ae Titarres. Titea likewife, a fage and prudent Lady, having brought 
Tinea deifjeds much profit co all mortall wights was after her death deifyed, and 
furnamed Terra. She had alfo many Daughters, whereof the two 
eldeft, namely Regina, and Rhea, furnamed Pandora, were the moft 
excellent. 
The oldeft of thefe Daughters, called Regina , furpaffing the reft 


in Wifdome and Vertue, to win her Mothers favour brought up at 
| er 
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her Brothers ; and after that her Father Calum was tranflated to the 
Gods, fhe raigned with the common confent of all the People, and 
ofher Brethren, being yet a Virgin ; but defiring to leave fucceflors 
of her own Bloud to’the Kingdome, fhe Married afterwards one 
of her Brothers, named Hyperion , by whom fhe had two Children, 
namely Soland Luna, 

Now it hapned, that every one admiring the beauty and toward - 
lineffe of thefe two Children, the Brethren of Regina, envying this 
iffue of hers , and alfo fearing left the Kingdome fhould come unto 
Hyperion, bethought them of a moft wicked Treafon, and with one 
full accord cut their Brother in pieces, and drowned his Sonne Se/, 
that was very young,in the Ruine of Eridanus , which comming to 
the knowledge of his Sifter Lawa, who loved her Brother extream- 
ly, the threw her felfe down headlong from the top of an Houfe, 
and fo died. The Mother, fearching foone after all along the River 
for her drowned Sonne, dreamed as fhe flept that Sol came to com- 
fort her, and prayed her no longer to lament the death of her Chil- 
dren, becaufe the Murtherers fhould receive condigne punifhment 
for their execrable offerice , and both he and his Sifter by Divine 
Providence fhould be made immortall ; for he that was before na- 
med the facred fire of Heaven, fhould from thence forward by all Men 
be called the Sunne ; and his Sifter, that was named eMena, fhould 
be ftiledthe Moon. Regina, awaking out of herflecpe, after fhe had 
publithed every where both her Dreame and Misfortune, began to 
adore her Children as Gods, living ever after in continuall” widdow- 
hood : but growing diftraéted with griefe for the lofle of her 
Daughter fhe went up and downe through her Country all difche- 
veled with her haire about her Eares playing on a Tabor and Cym- 
balls, which her fubje@s beholding , they were much troubled with 
fo fad a {pedtacle ; and as every one was taking pitty and compaf- 
fionof her, and that fome were holding her up by the Arme, on a 
fuddaine there fell a mighty fhower of Raine, during the which 
Regina vanifhed out of their fight , whereat the people being wonder- 
fully aftonifhed, they began totransferthe Names of So and Luna 
to the two great Planets of Heaven, adoring the Mother as ‘a God- 
defle, and erecting an Altar unto her, they offered Sacrifices to het 
asto the Gods, with Tabors and Cymballs, as they had feen her do 
whilft the lived. 

There be fome who fay, that the Originall of this Goddefle, the 
Mother of the Gods, was from P4rigia, and howthe Inhabitants of 
that Countrey hold ftilltorhis day, that there was ancientlya King 
of Phrigia and Libia, called ences, who tooke Dydrmsena to wite, 
and had by her 2 Daughter, which the Father and ‘Mother would 
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fhe was by the Will of the Gods abundant 
the Leopards and other wild Beafis ; and being found by fome that 
were grazing Cattle thereabout, they cook her up, and carrying her 
home named her Cybele from the name of the place where he lay- 
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Being come to Age, and excelling all others in Beauty and Wifdom, 
fhe grew to have an admirable wit ; for fhe was the firft that inven- 
red the Pipe compoled of many Reeds, as alfo the Taber Cymbails, 
ferving for fports and dancing. She Itkewife found out the remedies 
forthe Difeafes of little Children and fheepe ; fo chat as well in re- 
gard of the Children which the had cured with Words and Charmes, 
and herchary looking to them, as alfo for the fingular love which 
fhe bore toevery one, {he was called Mother by them all. It is faid 
moreover, that Aarfius the Phrigian, a Man of great underftanding 
and prudence , was wonderfully in love with her ; and that he had 
2 pafling good wit may appeare, in that defiring to imitate the found 
of the Pipe compofed of many Reeds, he converted that harmony by 
his play into an Hobois:the teftimony befides of his wildom is, that he 
lived all his life time unmarried. 

Cybele in like manner , although fhe was growne ih yeares, fell 
in love w.th a young Man of Phrigia, named Ati, who was after- 
wards called Papa, and lying fecretly with him fhee became with 
Child. Hereypon comming to be knowne of her Parents fhee was 
fent for to the Court, where fhe was received by her Father as a 
Virgin, but her offence being afterwards difcovered, the King com- 
manded W4té , and her Nurfes to be purto death, and their dead 
bodies to be throwne out unburied into the Ficlds ; whereupon Cybele, 
both for the love which thee boreto 41%, and with the eriefe thee 
tooke forthe loffe of her Nurfes, became diftra@ed , and in that 
manner roamed up and down with her haire about her Eares , and 
playing on a Taber: Aarfias, pittying fuch her fad plight, and. 
mindfullof his ancient love to her, accompanied her whitherfoever 
fhe went. 

Cybele and Marfis then arriving at the City of Ny/a, where Diony- 
Gus then raigned, they found 4poMo there in very great efteeme and 
reputation, for that he was the firft which had invented the playing 
on the Harpe; Betweene him and AMarfias grew a fore contention 
about thetr Artin Mufick, fothat they chofe fome of the Nyfians to 
be their Judges in the matter. Apolo began firft to play upon the 
Harpe alone, and afterward Marfias upon his Hoboy, with the melody 
whereof (as a new and rare thing }the Auditors were fo mightily taken, 
that they thought he had vanquifhed pollo in this Combat with the 
fweetnefs of his play. As every one was then comending his Artin 
the prefence of the Judges, Apollo began againe to play upon the 
Harpe, adding thereunto the melody of his voyce, whereby he feem- 
ed to furpaffe the Mufick of the Hoboy: which Marfias not well 
brooking remonftrated unto the Judges, that he was not overcome, 
for that their difference was not about the excellency of the voyce, but 
ofthe Art, according to the which judgement was to be given con- 
cerning the harmony of the Harpe andthe Hoboy. Hereunto, it is 
faid, Apollo made this anfwer, that he had added no more to his Mu- 
fick then Marfiashad done to his, for that he alfo helped himfelf with 


his mouth when he plaid on his Hoboy ; and therefore it was fit, that 
either 
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cither ofthem,or that neither of them, fhould make ufe of his mouth, but 
fhould thew the excellency of his Art with his hands only. Whereupon 
the Judges being of opinion , that the faying and offer of Apollo was 
reafonable, and chat each of them might make ufe of his voyce, the 
one as wellas the other ; fo thar either of them beginning again to play 
apart by himfelfe, it was faid that Mafias was vanquifhed : Howfo- 
foever Apollo was fo incenfed againft Marfias for this debate between 


them, that he caufed him to be fleyed alive ; but immediately repenting _ 


him thereof, and being exceeding forrowfull for that he had done, he 
deftroyed the Mufick which he had invented, breaking in pieces and 
flinging away his Harpe, Whereunto the nine Mufes afterwards ad- 
ded the ftring, by them named the meane , and Linus that which is 
called the tenor, as alfo Orpheus and Tamyras the two ftrings, which the 
Mufitians terme,the Bafe,and the next to the Bafe. 

Tris further faid, that Apo4o, having caft both the Harpe and Ho- 
boy into Diowyfivs Cave,became inamoured of Cybele, and went along 
with her to the Hyperborean Mountaines. During which time, the 
Phrigians being grievoutly affliGed with fickneffe , and famine, de- 
manded a remedy for their miferies of the Gods, who by Oracle com- 
manded them to bury the body of 4t#, and adore Cybele as a God- 
deffe : but not able to finde out the body of 4t#, which was: confum- 
ed by time, they erected an image unto him, and about it made pro- 
ceffions and Sacrifices with teares and lamentations , to appeafe the 
wrath of the Man unjuftly killed : which cuftome is obferved ftill to 
this day amongft the Phrigians. They likewife fet up an altar to 
Cybele, where they facrificed unto her every yeare ; and afterwards, 
having buile her a fumptuous Temple in the City of Pefinuxta in 
Phrigia, they eftablifhed folemne Honours and Sacrifices unto her, 
wherein King Mydas greatly affifted them 5 there were Leopards and 
Lions alfo about the Goddefle, in remembrance that the was in former 
times nourifhed by them. Thefe are the things{which ‘are found writ- 
ten in Phrigia of Cybele the Mother of the Gods, and of the Atlantides, 
which anciently reigned neer the Ocean. Now let us returne to our 


Hiftory. 


Cuarp SS LLG. ‘ 
Of King Atlas, and his Chilaren. 


Fter thatHyperion was flain by his brothers; they divided amongft 

them the Kingdom of their father Celwm > but amongft them all 
Atlas and Saturne were the nobleft. To Atlas fell by lot the places ad- 
joyning to the great Sea, and the people fubje@ unto him were called 
by his name, and fo was alfo the higheft of all the Mountaines next to 
chat Sea-fide. This fame Atlas was very expert in the Science of Aftro- 
logy,and was the firft among ft Men that difputed of theSphere,where- 
fore they feigned that hee held up the Heavens with his fhoulders, 


his invention of the Sphere giving occafion to that Fable. 
Ff Atlas 
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Maj the Mo- 
ther of Mercury. 
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Atlas had many Children, and amoneft the reft one mamed Hefper- 
#s,;a Mancommended for his Goodnefs, Juftice and Humanity to- 
wards his Subjeéts , who being gotten upto the top of Mount Atlas, 
to behold and obferve the courfe of the Starrs, was fuddainly carried 
away by the wind, and never was fcene more ; whereof the common 
people taking compaffion, as alfo in acknowledgement of his vertues, 
they performed the honors of immortality unto him, calling ene of 
the brighteft Starrs of the Firmament by his Name. 

King Atlas had moreover feaven Daughters, named after their Fa- 
ther Atlantides, althougheach of them had a perticular name, thatis 
tofay, Maja, Electra, Tayzete, Afterope, Merope, Alcynoe, and Celeno, 
which (as it was faid) were carnally known of divers great Princes, 
and of certainc ofthe Gods, by whom they conceived thofe, who for 
their vertue were {tiled Herees , that is, the prime and chiefe of Man- 
kind. And even as Fupiter begot on Asaja, the Eldeft of them Mercury, 
the inventor of feverell Sciences, fo of the reft de{cended many Prin- 
ces, of excellent vertue, whereof fome have founded certaine Nations, 
and others have built and given their Names to divers Townes and 
Cities : wherefore not only the Barbarians, but many of the Greckes al- 
fo, have referred the ExtraGion of the ancient demy-gods and Prin- ” 
ces to thofe Atlantides ; who being indued with great’ Wifdom, were 
after their.deaths inrolled in the number of the Goddeffes, and after- 
yvards named Pleiades. 


\ 


CuaAar. XXIIII. 
of Saturne the Brother of Atlas, 


Aturne the Brother of Atle ; was (as it is aid} full of mifchief and 

avarice, and took to wife his Sifter Rhea, by whom he had F upiter 
furnamed afterward Olimpius. 7 
_., There had xaigned before inthe Ile of Candy another Fupiter, the 
brother of Calum, but much inferiour in glory unto him of whom we 
{peak , for this fame held the Empire of the whole World, and that 
otherraigned no where but in Candieonly, where he had ten Sons, 
which wete called Caretes ; He named the Hand afterthe name of 
his Wife Idea, and was after his death buried there , His Tombe being 
at ae day yet to be feen inthat Iland, as the Inhabitants thereof do 
teftifie. 

Saturne then raigned over Sicilia, Libia, and Italy, butthe chief {eat 
of his Empire was in the Weftnerne parts of Hifperia. Inthe other 
Countries; fubje@ unto him, he built Caftles and {trong places, well 
fortifyedand thoroughly furnifhed for the fecurity of his Kingdom, 
whence it is that the higheft parts of Silicia and of the Weft are called 
Saturniays. 
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Cuar. XX V. : 
The Raigue of Jupiter the Son of Saturne. 


pier the Son of Satwrne, was in the whole courfe of his life quite 
¥ contrary to that of his Father ; for he was gentle, courteous, and lo- 
ving to every one, and therefore the common people called him Fa- 
ther. He took upon him the government of his fathers Kingdom, part- 
ly by the permiffion of Satarne himfelf, and partly becaufe that othet- 
wife his fubjects would have rebelled againft him in regard of the ha- 
tred they borehim. But Saturne coming afterwards to make War up- 
on his Son, out of the confidence that he had in the fuccour and affift- 
ance of the Titanes, who took his part,he was vanquifhed by him ina 
Battaile: After which f-#piter being abfolute mafter of the Kingdom, 
marched over all the World, conferring whitherfoever he went many 
and fundry benefits on Mankinde ; whence it came to paffe, that being 
indued with exceeding bodily ftrength, and with moft excellent ver- 
tues, ie was in a fhort timae made Lord ofall the Nations of the Earth. 
His chiefeft care and ftudy was to punifh the wicked , arid reward the 
good, asalfoto procure the welfare of all the people in generall, by 
reafon whereof he was after his death named Fuvans or Fupiter, for 
that he was the means and occafion of Mens living well. Now by all 
thofe of whom he had deferved fo well he was accounted a God, every jupiter deifyed. 
one of them moft willingly acknowledging him to be everlaftingly 
both the God and the Lord of all the World. 


Cee ee XV Al 


The diftinction of the three Dionyfius’s, and their Adts, according 
to the Greekes, and Libians. 


Reich as in thofe things before written of the antiquities of 

Egypt,we have {poken of the linneage and acts ofDionyfius it feemes 

fir unto us now torelate that which the Greekes have faid of this God ; 

but in regard that the ancient Hiftorians and Poets, which have written 
wonderfull matters of the faid Diony/ise , do notagree well together 

about his acts and pedigree, it is certainly very difficult to find outthe _ 

truth thereof. For fome fay that there was but one Dronyfixs, fome af- Dierks pe: 
firm that there were three, and others there be'who hold, that he was Wine, 1 
not derived from mortall Men, and that he was the firft Author of 
Wine. But we will fuccin@ly run over all that is {poken of it. 

The Naturalifts,whio write of this God, and that hold he was the in- 
ventor of Wine, fay that the Earth in the beginning produced ofits 
ownaccord, amoneftother Plants, the Vine, it being never fet be- 
fore; and this they conjecture, becaufe thar ftill ac chis day in many 
wild and untilled grounds the Vine growes , and of it felfe beares 
Grapes, as well as that which is husbanded by the induftry of men. 

The Ancients thought that Dionyfivs had two Mothers; the one, he nature of 
and that which firft brings forth, 1s Me the Vine being planted ts the Vine, 
Ff 2 the. 


The Vine. 
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the earth, takes rooting and growes : the fecond when it bears Grapess 
and fo one of the generations of this God is of the earth, and the other 
of the Vine it felfe. Therebe others alfo that give him a third gene- 
ration, faying that he was borne of Fupster and Ceres, and that his 
Members being difperfed here andthere, and boyled by men, Ceres 
affembled them together, and reviving him,made him become young 
againe. All which may be appropriated to the effects of Nature; for 
Thenaturall they fay, that he is the Sonne of Fapiter and Ceres, becaufethe Vines 
expofitionof doe by the help of che Earth andthe Raine bring forth Grapes, out 
the Vine. ee ; Pe ‘ 
of which, being prefled, Wine is drawne; and they fay, that his 
Members were difperfed here and there, becaufe the Vine- Reapers 
doe carry the Grapes up and downe, and that heis boiled by men, 
becaufe in many Countreys they boylethe Wine to make itthe better 
and fweeter ; andthat his Members being difperfed in that manner 
by men were reftored to their former Eftates, fignifies that the earth, © 
after the Vintage done, doth in its feafon bring forth orher new 
Grapes. Finally, it is faid by the ancient Poets, and others which have 
written thereof, that Ceres was called the Mother Earth, All which 
things are contained in the poefies of Orpheus, and introduced into the 
Ceremonies, whereof it was not lawfull for the ignorant vulgar to 
ipeak. 

Inthe fame manner it may be appropriated to naturall effects, that 
Dionyfius was borne of Semele: They which are of that opinion fay- 
ing, that the earth was anciently named Thion and Semele, Semele, be- 
caule the care and honour of this Goddefsis honeft; and Zhion, for 
the facrifices that were offered unto her. They fay alfo, that he was 
twice begotten by fupiter, becaufe that inthe time of Dewcation the 
Vines were deftroyed, afwellas the other Trees, and were afterward 
produced againe, as it were by a fecond benefit of God towards men; 
which is the reafon why they fay, that he was borne anew out of 7xpi- 
ters Thigh. They then, who have related that Dionyfius was the In- 
venter of Wine, have delivered the Fables aforefaid. 

Others which have written thatthis God Dionyfivs had the body 
and forme of a man, report all the aforefaid things of him, and that 
he invented the ufe of the Vine, and of Wine. Now it is uncertaine 
whether there were many Déonyfius’s, or no; in regard fome hold 
that he was one and the fame which planted the Vine, and found out 
theufe of Fruits of Trees, which ranne over the whole Univerfall 
World, and which introduced Initiations, Sacrifices, Ceremonies, 
and Bacchanale. Others (as we have delivered) will maintaine that 

ORE eo there have beene three in fundry times, unto each of which they ate 
nyfive an Ingj. t!bute particular acts a part, and thatthe firft of them was an Indian, 
an, andfurna- who taught (the earth naturally bringing forth Vines; how to preffe 
ae the Bear- the Grapes and draw Wine ofthem, as alfo how to prune Fig trees, 
and afterwards the manner of eating the fruit thereof: And this fame 

(becaufe it is the cuftome of the Indians to weare Beards) they fur- 

named the Bearded, who marching over all the world with his Army, 

fhewed wherefoever we went the manner of planting the Vine, and 

prefling Wine out of the Grapes, whence he was named Leneus A 

which 
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which and many other things that he invented for theufe and com- 
modity of men, he was adored after his death fora God. They fay 
further, that in the India’s the place of his Birth is even iow to be feen, 
as alfo many Townes bearing his name, which doe teftifie that he was 
borne in thar Countrey. 

The fecond, they fay, was borne of Preferpiza, or according tothe 
opinion of others of Ceres, and that he was the firft that yoaked Oxen 
together in the Plough, whereas before the earth was tilled with the 
hand of man, and that he found out the ule of many other Inftrumenis 
proper for Husbandry, whereby the Husband-men might till che 
ground with leffe paine. For all which benefits the people, who thought 
him immorrall, inftituted Divine Honours and Sacrifices unto him, 
and added two Hornes foran Enfigne to his Pourtraits and Statues, 
as well in fignification of the two Natures of Dioxyfius, as for his In- 
vention of the Plough and Plough-fhare, fo profitable to Husband- 
men. 

The third, they fay , was borne of Jupiter and Semele, the Daughter 
of Cadmus the Thebar, in the Land of Beocia, and they re-count, that 
Fupiter, being in love with Semele, \ay often with her ; whereupon 
Funo, incenfed with rage and jealoufie,for to revenge the wrong which 
was done her, took upon her the fhape of one of Semcles Maides, and 
inthat difguife counfelled Semele to aske of Fupiter, that he would 
lie with her in the fame manner, as he ufedto lie with Fuso ; which 
being granted to her by Fapiter, he came unto her with lightning and 
thunder, wherewith fhe was fo affrighted (as with an unaccuftomed 
thing ) that fhe dyed and mifcaried of the Son fhe went withall, which 
borne before his time Pupiter took and clofed up in his thigh untill the 
time come of his right birth, and chen he carried him to Nyfa, a Town 
of Arabia, where he was bred up by the Nymphes, and trom his fa- 
ther, andthe place, was called Dionyfius : who being very beautifull 


The fecond 
Dionyfius. 


The invention 
of tillage. 


The third 
Diony pes, 


was at firft brought up voluptuoufly amongft Women in Sports, - 


Dancing, and Feafts, but afterwards he compofed an Army of thofe 
Women, and arming them with fharpe pointed Stones he marched 
overall the World, teaching men that lived well and juftly his Sacri- 
fices and Myfteries , and infticuting amongft them Feftivall dayes, 
publick Dances, and the Art of Mufick. Finally, having taken away 
debate and difeord from among all Nations and Cities, andevery 
where appeafed Wars & Enmities,he left the whole Earth in peace and 
tranquility. By meanes whereof the renowne of him being fpread over 
all, toe chat he induced Men to an honeft and civill manner of life, the 

eople in gencrall met and received him with joy and gladneffe 5 but 
of thofe few, which out of pride defpifed and contemned him, mali- 
cioufly giving out that he lead_the Bacchides about with him for in- 
continency fake, and that his Sacrifices and Myfteries were introduced 
to no other end but to corrupt forraigne Women, he rook quick and 
fpeedy revenge : For being indued with a Divine Nature he punifh- 
ed the wicked, by ftriking fome with madnefs , by making ,others to 
be torne in pieces by his Bacchides , and many to be {laine by his Men 


at Armes. Afierwards he caufed his faid Bacchides to carry Dares 
Ber and 
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and Swords in ftead of their Staves, and to cover the heads and points 


> of them with Ivy - which armes being contemned by certaine Kings, 


The Bacchides 
puc all to the 
Sword. 


A worthy re- 
compence, 


as Womanifh and Effeminate, they aflailed him at unawares, but he 
got the Victory of them: Amongft which Kings , fo vanquithed by 
him, the nobleft were Penthens the Greeke, Ninus.King of India, and 
Licurgus of Thrace. Some have written, that Dionyfias entring into 
Europe with his Army,he made a league with Licurgus,King of Thrace, 
upon whom in that regard relying, he croft the Sea at firft onely with 
his Bacchides, but Licurgus gave order unto his people to fet upon him 
inthe night, and cut him and his concubines in pieces : whereof Dio- 
nyfins being advertifed by a Thracian , named Tharopes, he was much 
troubled for that he had left his Army behinde him, neverthelefle with 
the helpe of his friends he repaffed fecretly to the place where lie had 
left it : In the meane time Licwrgus affailed the Women, and put them 
allto the Sword ; but Dionyfius bringing his forces fuddainly into 
Thrace vanquithed Licurgus, and putting out his Eyes crucifyed all 
his friends and fervants. After that in acknowledgement of the 
good fervice Tharopes had done him, he gave him the Kingdom of 
Thrace, and taught him the manner of celebrating his folemnities and 
orgies. Argus fucceeding Tharopes his Father,received together with 
the Kingdom the faid ceremonies ; which afterwards comming to the 
knowledge of Orpheus, a man of excellent wit and learning , he added 
many things to them, fo that in fucceeding times they were after him 
called Orphea. Some Poets(and amongft them Antimachusyhave writ- 
ten, how that vanquifhed Licurgus was not King of Thrace, but of 4- 
vabia, and that he fet upon Dionyfius and his Bacchides in the City of 
Nyfa in the faid Country, and that he was defeated and taken prifoner 
by him: That afterwards having punifhed the wicked, and rewarded 
the good, he went from the Indcaes, and marched to Thebes in Becia, 
mounted on an Elephant; and that remembrance of the time of three 
yedres, which he imployed in the faid voyage,the Greeks inftituted the 
games and facrifices, by them named Triderides ; feigning moreover 
how he was the firft that laden with the {poiles of his Enemies ever 
triumphed in their Land. Now herein do all the ancient Greekes agree 
well enough, buc there is difference amongft them about the place of 
his birth, forthe I/aus, Nafians,and they that dwell in the free Cities . 
the Tetians befides, and many others, labour to prove that he was the 
firft founder of their Cities : But above all the Tetzans, to manifeft that 
he was derived from them, alledge, that yet ftill to this day there 
{prings out of the Earth in their City at a certaine feafon of the yeare a 
Fountaine of excellent good Wine. Of other Nations, fome make it 
appearethat their Country was dedicated unto hira ; others thew 
Temples and Sacrifices confecratedto him. Finally,forafmuch as the 
markes and fignes of this God are {een in many and divers parts of 
the World, it is no mervaile if the moft part have maintained,that their 
Towns and Territories have been above all others well affeéted by this 
God:: OF which opinion with us is the Poet, counting in his Hymnes 
the number of thefe which are in doubt of the place of his Birth, 
and withall affuring that he was borne in Nyfa a City of sl ae 
OW- 
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Howfoever 1am not ignorant, that the Inhabitants of the Welterne 
Libia,when they difpute of the linage of this God, maintaine that the 
City of Nyfa, and other matters which are written of him ‘( whereof 
there remains even to this day great fignes and tokens in cheirCountry) 
are found there ftill, and that the aforefaid things have been done in its 
wherewith the moft ancient Greek Hiftorians and Poets,and other late 
writers,do agree: Bur to the end we may not omit ought of that which 
we have found written of Dionyfins , we will fuccin@ly deliver whafo- 
ever the Libians and Greeke writers have faid of him, efpecially Diony- 
ius, the Author of an old Hiftory, who in his book hath fet down the 
gefts and acts of Dionyfus, of the AmaXones,ot the Argonantes, of the 
War of Tvey,and many other things, together with all chat che ancienc 
Poets & Hiftorians have fpokenthereof.He faith thatZinus was the firtt 
in Greece that invented the concord of Mufick,and that Cadwens bring- 
ing the Phenician Letters thither, invented the Greek tongue, impofed a 
name on every thing, formed the characters of chofe Letters, and cal- 
led them in generall Phemician Letrers, becaule they came from Pheni- 
cia, bur afterwards, for that the Pelagians firft of all made ufe of them, 
they werecalled Pelafgianfans. 
+ Linus, a man very excellent both in Poetry and Mafick , had many 
difciples,amongft the which the three principall were Hercnles ,Thamy- 
ris, and Orpheus ; Hercules learning to play on the Harp was very dull 
and hard to be taught, infomuch that he was many times beaten by 
Linus for it, wherewith Hercales inraged ftruck him with his Harpe, 
and killed him. Thamyrés,being very apt to learn,gave himfelf wholly 
to Mufick, wherein he grew fo excellent,as he boafted that he could fing 
more melodionfly then the Mufes, whereat the Goddefles being offen- 
ded deprived him of his Mufick , and took his harpe from him, 2s 
Homer himfelf writes. Touching Orpheus, we will {peak more perticu- 
larly when we come take aview of his works. The faid Linus had be- 
fore written the praifes and arts of the firit Diony fins in Pelagtan Let- 
ters, which were afterwards ufed by Orpheus, and Pronopides, Homers 
Mafter, aman of a good wit and a rare Mufician. Thymitus alfo, the 
Son'of Thymitus, and grand-child to Leamedon, who was contempo- 
rary with Orphens, after that he had vifited many ftrange Countries; 
and was cotne into the Welt of Libia even to the great Ocean Sea, 
faw the City of Nyfz,in which the old inhabitants of that place fay 
Dionyfins was bred and brought up, where making diligent enquiry af- 
ter theaéts of the {aid Diomyfius he there compofed his Poeme called 
Phrigian, written in the old language, and with their firft Letters. 

The Libians of Nyfafay, that there was anciently in their Country 2 
King, named Ammox, who took to wife Rhea, one of the Daughters 
of Celum, the Sifter of Saturne and the other T ythanes ; and that the 
{aid Ammon travelling over the Ceranias Mountaines ‘became. ina- 
moured of a very faire young Maid,named Amalthea by whom he had 
a Son of excellent beauty and proportion of body , for whofe fake he 
conferred onthe faid Amsalthea the Lordfhip and government of the 
adjoyning Country, ‘the fituation whereof being like unto the horne 


ofan Ox, it was from thence called che Wefterne horne , and peal 
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that region was’ very fertile and abounding with Vines and all 
kinde of Fruit-trees, and governed bya Woman; it was thereupon 
called the Horne of Amalthea, whence it came to paffe that pofterity 
hath called a good and fertile Countrey the Horne of Amalthea for the 
likeneffe to the other. 

Ammon then, for fear of his Wife Rhea, fecretly conveyed away the 
Child to the City of Nyfato be brought up there, in regard it was farre 
from the place of his refidence, where he chofe our an Ifland, invironed 
round about with the River Triton, which was precipitous and inac- 
ceflible on all parts , except by one avennue that is called the gates of 
Nyfa: The ground of this Ifland is exceeding good, diftinguithed into 
many pleafant Meadows which are watered on every fide with {weet 
and delectable ftreams : it beares likewife all forts of Fruits and Vines, 
growing naturally of themfelves, which for the moft part run up on 
Trees: Theaire there is pure and healthy ,‘infomuch that the Inhabi- 
tants thereof are longer Jiv’d then otherwhere. The avennue into this 
Ifland isin form like untoa Flute, and fo fhadowed by the thickneffe 
of the Trees growing there, asthe Beams of the Sun cannot penetrate 
into it: there are alfo round about it many Springs of cleare and freth 
Water, fo that it is a moft pleafant place co live in. Neere unto it like- 
wife isa great and faire Cave or Gro, round about the which are nigh 
Rocks and Precipices, beautified with fo many forts of colours, and 
bright fhining ftones, as more cannot be defired. Before it do natural- 
ly grow a number of goodly Trees moft pleafant to behold, for fome 
of them beare Fruit, ochers are alwaies green, fo that they feemeto be 
fet there to content the fight, and in them doe a world of Birds neftle, 
which bring delight both to the Eyes and Eares with their goodly 
plumes, and {weet finging, forhat the place is delectable, not onely to 
look upon, but alfo to heare the warbling of the Birds, which furpaf- 
feth all che Harmony of Mufick. After one is.entred into this Grot it 
appeares to be very {pacious, and light wich the rayes of the Sun, im- 
belifhed with flowers, efpecially with Caza, and other odoriferous 
things that yield a {weet fmell. In itlikewifeare feen many dwellings 
of the Nymphs daintily decked with flowers, not artificiall, but natu- 
tally perfect in every kinde of beauty; for in the whole circuit of this 
Grot there is not a flower or leaf that ever decayes or withers; fothat 
the contentment of the Eye and Eare is at no time wanting there. 

Inthis Grot then did Ammon place his Son, and lefr him to Ny/a, 
the Daughter of Arii#eus, to bring up ; andto the faid Aristews, aman 
wife and advifed, he committed the guard of the place to avoid the 
Ambuthes of R4ea ; the cuftody of his perfon alfo he gave to his Si- 
fter Minerva, who not long before was borne at the aforefaid River 
of Triton, from whence fhe was named Trito&ia, 

Of this Goddeffe Mixerva itis written,that the kept her Virginity all 
the time of her life; that fhe was very wife; that through the great 
underftanding wherewithall the was indued, fhe invented divers Arts 
and Sciences; that fhe was addicted to the excercife of War; and that 
having a {trong and lufty body the performed many things worthy of 


Memory; amongft others fhe killed that dreadtull Monfter, called 
Alcida, 
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Alcida, which before was held invincible, by reafon of thé horrible 
flames of fire that fhe naturally caft oucof her mouth. This Monfter 
appeated firft in Phvigia,burning up acertaine part of the Countrey, 
whereunto, even untill our time, remaines the name of burnt Phrigia : 
paffing on from thence to Mount Tasrus the fet on fire all the adjoining 
Forrefts eventothe Jvdia’s; and returning afterwards by Sea into 
Phenicia fhe confumed all the Cedars of Libanus: paffing likewife 
through Egypt into Libia the went down to the Weftern parts ; and fi- 
nally having with fire deftroyed allthe Woods which grew all along 
the Ceraunian Mountaines , and wafted all places wherefoever the 
came, and that men were partly confumed with fire, and partly driven 
away with feare inco remote deferts: the Goddefle Minerva repleni- 
fhed with wifdome, fortitude, and bodily force, killed this cruell Mon- 
fter, and of her skinne made her felfea Stomacher, to ferve both for a 
covering to her Breaft, and for amemoriall of her Vertue, and acqui- 
red ViGtory; butthe Earth, the Mother of A/cida, being grieved and 
incenfed therewith brought forth the Gyants, enemies to the Gods, 
who were afterwards defeated by Iwpiter. with the help of Minerva, 
Dionyfius ,and of other Gods. 

Diony fies then being brought up at Nyfa, and well inftructed in di- 
vers Difciplines and Sciences, did excell, not only in beauty and 
ftreneth, but alfo in the invention of many profitobly things; for being 
yet a youth he taught men how to make Wineof the Grapes, which 
grew naturally of themfelves, and howto dry and keepe Fruits ; he 
moreover fhewed people what Trees of thofe he had found out they 
fhould plant, and in what places, hoping that he fhould receive the ho- 
nours of immortality for the benefits which he had conferred on man- 
kinde. Now Rhea in regard of the great renown which ranne over all 
of the vertues and glorious acts of Diony/ius was fo poflefs’d with envy 
thereof as fhe endeavoured all that {he could to fteale him from her 
Husband, but not able to execute that her evill intent,fhe forfook Am- 
mon and retired to her Brethren the T#taus, taking one of them, namely 
Saturse,to Husband, whom fhe perfwaded to begina Warre againit 
Ammon, wherein by the afsiftance of his Brethren, the Titans, Saturne 
was Vidor, fo that Ammon was conftrained through Famine to flye in- 
to Crete, where at that time the Cwretes reigned, and there marryed the 
Daughter of the King, named Creta,by whofe name (when afterwards 
he was King thereof) he named the Ifland which before was called 
Idea. 

Saturne then, having poffeft himfelfe of all the Townes and Places 
{ubject to Ammon, began to reigne very cruelly, and marched with a 
great Army againft the City of Ny/4, and Dionyfixs, who being ad- 
vertifed thereof, as alfo of the defeat and flight of his Father, and of 
the Titans taking part with Saturne, he raifed as many Men of War as 
poffibly he could in Ny/z, amongft the which there were two hundred 
ftout and valiant men,that were exceedingly affected unto him,becaufe 
caufe they were bred up with him,& call’d theZLyiaus his Neighbours 
to his aid,as alfo the Amazons by us before mentioned, whom it is faid, 
Minerva (being like to them in her manner of life)drew to his affiftance 
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inthis Wat. This Army was divided into two parts, Dionyfiss having 
the leading of the Men, and Méxerva of the Women, and fo falling on 

A bauell be. the Titans there was a bloudy and cruell Confli& betwixt them, many 

tween Dionyfius eae 2 ? 

and Satume. being {lain on both fides, but finally, Satwrme being wounded, Dionyfies 

swurne rndike BOC CHE Vidtory, and the Titans fled into chofe places which they had 

Titans are'pur “wfurped from Ammon. Hereupon Dionyfias retired unto the City of 

pina Nyfa with a world of Prifoners, whom he purpofed to make an exam- 

asSae pie of his revenge, but after he had called them before him, and ia- 
vironed them round about with his armed Soldiers,he firft complained 
tothem of the wrong the Titans had done him, and then ferthem all 
ai liberty without any punifhment at all, leaving it to their choice, ei- 
ther to returne unto their owne homes, orto ftay and ferve him; bue 
they all cryed out with one generall confent that they would abide in 
lis fervice, and in confideration of the unhoped for deliverance, which 
they had received from him, they adored himas a God. Dionyfius 
then pouring out Wine before them,made them fwear that they would 
be true and loyal] unto him, and never abandon fighting for him un- 

Diewfisbis till the end ofthe War. That done, he prepared fora new expedition 

ayy acainft she Titans, and marching out of Nyfa, Ariftews the Lieutenant 

a edibe Titzis. General of his Army, was the firft that began to exhibite Guns, and 

Arifteus is ch: offer facrifices unto him, and adore him asa God. Iris further faid 

es anes that he was aflifted in this War by the nobleft of the Nyfians, which 

God, were called Silezes fromthe name of their firft King Cilenus, whofe 
defcent for the antiquity thereof is unknowne: and forafmuch as ‘he 
hadataile growing out at his rump behinde, his pofterity likewife 
participating of his nature had alwayes the fame badge. 

Dionyfixs then being thus accompanied, marched through dry pla- 
ces, and deferts full of wild Beafts, even unto Zambirra a City in Lt- 

Re iP bia, where he killed a Monfter,named Campes, which had done a world 

yfius kills ‘Pye . 

aMonfter,na- Of mifchiefe to the Inhabitants of that Country, by whom he was 

med Camper. mightily extolled for it: And to perpetuate the renown and glory of 
this brave act of his, he caufeda huge Mount of Earth to be caft up 
there, which remains ftillas Monument of his vertue and prowefs unto 
pofterity. 

After that caufing his Army to march from thence dire¢tly againft 
the Titans, he behaved him(elf fo gracioufly in all his voyage, that eve- 
ry one tafted of his goodnefs and courtefie: He publifhed befides 
wherefoever he came that this enterprife of his was taken to no other 
end but to punifh the wicked, and remunerate the good; which the 
Lybians underftanding,and admiring his vertue and greatnefs of mind, 
not only fupplyed his Soldiers abundantly with victuals, but alfo fol- 
lowed him themfelves in all the War.At length being come neer to the 

Saurne and the City of Ammon, Satarne was vanquifhed in the plain feld before the 

Titans defeated ; : . ; . 

BD ionbin walls thereof, fo that flying thereinto he fet it on fire in the night,to the 
end that Dionyfivs his Fathers royall Pallace might likewife be con{u- 
med: Then taking along with him his Wife, and fome of his intimate 

Saturneand _ friends,he ftole fecretly from the City,but he and his wife were furpri- 

ree taken Eric fed by Dionysius, who far from Saturnes inhumanity not only remitted 

y Dio- ; : é : * 

ny fius, the punifhment they had deferved, but like a Kinfman entertained tes 

wit 
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with grace and comfort,and from thenceforward ufed them asif they 
had bin his Parents, fo that RAea loved him no lefs then her own Son, 
whereas Saturxes good-will unto him was but feigned and counterfeit. 
About that time Sstarne and Rhea had a Sonnamed F-upiter, who was 
ereatly honoured by Diosyfins, and afterwards through his excellent 
vertues became Lord of the World. 

Some of the Libzans had told Diemyfius before the Battaile, how at 
fuch time as his Father was expelled from his Kingdome , he foretold 
unto his Subjects , that he his Son fhould fucceede him in all his Do- 
minions, make himfelfe Mafter of the whole Earth, and be adored as 
God. Dionyfins, giving credit to this prophefie, buile a City and 
Temple to his Father , where he ordained honors to be done unto him 
astoaGod, and appointed fuch there as were indued with the gift of 
Divination. 

It is reported for certaine, that the faid  4mon wore alwayes in 
the Warres an Helmet , wherein ftood the figure ofa Rammes head 
for an Enfigne. And chere are others which fay, that he had naturally 
a little horne in each of his Temples, and that therefore his Son Diony- 

jfiws had fuch alfo, as hath been delivered to pofterity. 

The City of Ammon being built, and Sacrifices inftituted unto 
him there by Déonyfins, it is faid, that he confulted with the Oracle 
about the fuccefle of his Army, and how he was anfwered by god 
Ammox his Father,that for his great benefits to Men he fhould be made 
immortal! by them ; wherewith Dionyfius being incouraged,he march- 
ed firft of all with his Army into Egypt, and eftablithed Fupiter, the 
Son of Saturne and Rbea, being yet young, King there, leaving one, 
named Olimpus, for Governor of him, by whom he was brought up 
in all kind of vertuous exercifes, and from him was furnamed Olympus, 
Ic is likewife delivered, that this Dionyfius fhewed the Egiptians. at 
that time the manner of planting the Vine, of making and keeping 
Wine, and the ufe of other fruirs, fo that che renowne of him increa- 
fing daily more and more, none durft rife up in armes againft him,but 
every one obeyed him willingly without conftraint, and adored him 
as a God with Hymnes, Praifes,and Sacrifices. In this manner, they 
fay , he paffed throughout all the World, rendring all Countries 
fertile in all forts of good and wholefome fruits, whereby he obtained 
the favour and good will of every one; for which caufe, whereas men 
have various opinions of other Gods, the immortality of Dionyfins 
alone continues alwayes firmly fixed in their minds ; for there is nei- 
ther Greek,nor Barbarian, but acknowledgeth his graces and benefits = 
For he alfo taught thofe which inhabited lands that were only fit for 
tillage, and where no Vines would grow, to make a drink of Barley, 
little inferior in taft anc goodnefs to Wine. 

Ic is further faid, chat Dionyfius , comming out of the Jndiaes unto 
the Seaofthe Levant, defeated all the Titanes, who were gone witha 
great Army into Crete tomake Warre upon Ammon ; for inthe heate 

thereof Dionyfivs, together with Fapiter, Minerna, and others which 
were ftiled Gods, paffed out of Egypt to the fuccor of Ammon ; where- 
upon a Battaile being fought between them, Diomyfivs obtained a 
Geg2 Victory 
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ViGory againft the Titans , who were all defeated and flaine. After- 
wards Ammon and Dionyfivs being tran{lated from this life to im- 
mortality, Supiter became King and Lord over all the World; all 
the Titawes being utterly deftroyed, and none found that duft fo 
much as offer trouble his Raigne. Thefe are the things which the 
Libians velate concerning the gefts and acts of the firft Dronyfiws, the 
Son of Ammon and Amalthea. | 

The fecond Dionyfius, Sonne to Jupiter,and Fothe daughter of Jna- 
chus, was King of Egypt,and taught the manner of Divine Games and 
Sacrifices. 

The third borne in Greece of Jupiter and Semele, was an imitator 
of the -vertues of the firft; for he marcbed in like manner with his 
Army thorough all the World, leaving every where divers Trophyes 
ofhis Victories, together with Statues, and other things, fora Monu- 
ment of his Voyage and expedition : He peopled many Regions, and 
rendred them better husbanded,and planted with fruit Trees ; and even 
asthe firft had lead-the Amazones along with him in his Warttes, fo 
did this alfo lead other Women along with him in his. Of argies and 
imitations he took mervailous great care, as well for mending of the 
old, as for finding out new ones himfelfe. Now forafmuch as through 
antiquity of time the gefts and noble acts of che former Diony(ius’s, 
and their inventions , were known to few, this fame carried away the 
Honour, Glory, and Reputation from the other two which were be- 
fore him. : : 


Cua, x RYVeL 
A Comparifon of the three Hercules. 

Owthat which befellto Diosfius , hapned alfoto Hercules ; for 
there were two of one and the fame name many ages agoe, wheres 
of the former, borne in Egypt , by armes fubdued the greateft part of 
the World, and ereéted the Pillar which is in Zibia. The fecond, 
who was of Candie, famous for his vertues and noble deeds, inftituted 
the Games and Combats on Mount Olympus. Of the third and laft, 
which defcended of Iupiter and Alcumena , a little before the Warre 
of Troy , icis written that he ran over the moft partofthe Earth, and 
having fought many Battailes , and finifhed divers great and danger- 
ous labors ,. he fet up the other Pillar in Europe: Wherefore the like. 
neffe of the name and ads hath transferred to this laft after his death, 

all that the other two had performed before. | 
That there hath been more then one Dieny fins doth appear by fundry 
wtitings, butefpecially by the War of the Titames , wherein it ts moft 
evident that Dioy/ius was prefent in perfon, to fuccor Jupiter. Now 
the Titaws were not in the time of Semele,nor can it be maintained, that 
Cadmus vhe Sonne of Agenor was more ancient then the Gods that 

fought on Olympas. | 
Thus much have the Libians left us of their Dionyins. 


The end of the fourth Book of the Hiftory of Diodorus. 
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fT ws alinoft impofsible but that there fhould be {ome error in the writin es 

Hof fuch as have treated of antient things , [0 that although they be Me >: credit is 
true, yet tn regard of the aut iquity of them they are not believed Ry 1) Sr Ae aaa 
what ts of more antiquity then the originall of the Gods and Heroes? But anticnr things. 
the worft ws, that they differ among ft themfelves, wherefore the mo/t wary 
Hiftortans of following times paft by in filence ‘uch matters as were too 
antient, and applied them elves to thofe that were of a frefher date. So E- 
phorus Cymeus, the Difciple of Socrates, omnttting the particulars of 
the former ages, began his Narration at the time of the Heraclides. Caf- 
lifthenes alfo, and Theopom pus, wo were contemporaries, never touch- 
ed upon thof? antient things: But we, on the contrary, purpofe to [peak of 
them, the merits of thofe Herees and Demi-gods being fuch as p oftei ity 
hath celebrated their memory with divine hoes and facrifices : Where- 


fore h. ving heretofore related the deeds of forraign Nations , defcribed 

many places, as alfo the beafts and creatures that are in them, and Likewife 

fet forth all befides that ts memorable, and worthy of adnziration: Wewill ae) 

ta thes book reprefent all that hath heen delivered by the Greeks concern- pal nee 
tag the Heroes and Deimi-geds, fo mich magnified in the firft ages, toge- fifch book. 
ther with all the famous acts performed by them in war , And whatl See 

els they didin peace for the good of men, We will begin then with Dioni- 

fius, who ct appears was very antient , and conferred many benefits on 
mankind: Webhave declared before, that divers Barbarians ; laimed this 

Gor, as fPrung trom them, for the Agyptans affirme, that the [ure 

whem the Greeks named Dionifius was 1 veir God Ofiris, and that heo- 

ver-ran all the world, found out the 1 fe of Wine, by teaching men to plant 

V ines whereupon with the common conlent of all N: tins emmortality 

was aferiled natohim. The Indians likeni le aver, thathe was born 4- 

mone? them, and thar he fir ft fhewed men the way how tomake Wine. Bus 

le:ting this paffe, we will [peak now of that which the Greeks have ww 
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The Fiflory of Book V. 
CHAP. I, 
of Dionyfius, Priapus, Hermaphrodicus, and the Mufes. 


ratHe Greeks fay that ( admns was fent out of Ph enicta by the King 
i Azenor, his father, to feek his fitter Eu opa, with this charge , 
rbat he fhould bring her back again unto him, or never return more 
into Pheaicia. Whenas then he could not find her,he quite abandon- 
ed his country, aud went into Bestia, where by the command of the 
Oitacle he buile Thebes. After that he married Herm-one, the daugh- 
rer of Menus, by whom he had Semele, ine, Antanoen, Aganen, and po- 
lidorus. Fove being taken with the beauty of Semele, inthe fhape of 
a manyde floured her; but fhe doubting that he was not a god, as he 
prerended to be, defired him to lie with her inthe fame manner as he 
fed to do with Jane: Ivpiter afluming the Majefty of his Deity, de- 
{cended ur to her witb thunder and lightning ; fhe great with-child, 
being unal |. to indure the force thereof, was delivered of an abor- 
tive fon, and expired inthe fire. Jup tv gave the child to Mercury, to 
be carried to the Cave of Nyfa, which is berween Phenicia and Ni- 
ius, there to be carefully brought up by the Nymphes; fothat from 
Jove and Ayfa he was called Dienvfius , as Homer ceftifies in his 
Hymnes, faying, Ny/ais feated on a mountain flourifhing with good- 
ly green trees, not fat from Phenicia, and neerto the overflowing of 
Nilus. They fay chat he was brought up by the Nymphes , that he 
was the Author of Vines and Wine, that he over-ran moft part of 

the world, and civ ll:zed many Nations, for which he was held b 
all men is: great honor and efteem. Moreover heraught them whx fc 
country could produce no Vines, to make a drink of Barley little infe- 
riour to Wine, by many called Zythus, that is Beer or Ale. He lead 
anarn y aout with him, confifting not only of men, but alfo of wo- 
men, and 1 fl ted condigne punifhment on mifchievous and wick- 
ed men, among lt the which was Pentheus and Lycurgus: He caufed all 
the Townes of £@otia in favour of his country to be made fiee, and 
builra City, callirg ic after his owne name, Libera, Then pafling 
with his army into India, he returned three years after with many 
rich fpoils into Bwetias he fift of all others triumphed riding on an 
Indian Elephant. The Bwotians, together with the o:her Grecks and 
the 7 Aracians, in memory of that his Indian expedition inftituted un- 
to him the facred Trieterica, where in many Cities of Greece the 8 ac- 
chanalian women and Virgins every three years affemble together in 
companies, and running madly up and downe with javelins wound 
about with Ivy in their hands, they fung hymnes in the honour of 
Ba chus,and offered facrifices unto him, The invention of Wine was 
exceeding gratefull tomen, as well forthe pleafant raft thereof, as 
for that it renders the body more ftrong and lufty. They fay, that 
when pure Wine was given them at their meales , they prayed the 
gods to be propitious unto him that drank it, but when after their 
meales they dranc 1t mixed with water , they invoked Jove the Savi- 
our, becaufe then it makes aman merry without intoxicating him. 
They fay alfo, thatthe gods for things by them invented, deferve to 
be adored by men, efpecially Diom/ius and Ceres, the one for being 
| the 
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the Author of fo delicious a liquor, and the-other for finding our the 
ufe of corn. Some affirm, that there was another Dionyfins, far more 
antient then this, bora of Zoveand Proferpina, and by many called 
Sabafin: The facred myfteries of this god were in regard of the ob- 
{cenity thereof celebrated fecretly and inthe nighr. Ic is faid, char he 
firft of all yoaked oxen together , and fo with their labour plowing 
up che ground, he fowed {eed and reaped corne, in regard whereof 


they feigned. him to have horns. But they affirm, that the laft born of 


Semele was efteminate, and exceedingly given to pleafure, and Venus 
{port carrying about with himin his army a great number of wo- 
men. They report alfo , chat there were with him certaine Virgins, 
called Mufes, in whom this god did very much delight, becaufe they 
did excel in finging, dancing, and other kind of arts. He was follow- 
ed likewife by Si/ems his bringer upand tutor, who had inftructed 
him in fuch ftudies, as incited him to vertue, glory , and martiall af- 
faires. He ufed walike armes in fight, covered over with Libards 
skins, but intimes of peace and folemn feafts, he cloathed him{elfe 
with foft and delicate apparell , decked with flowers: when with 
drinking his head grew light and fella fhaking, he. bound it about 
with a Mier, whence he was called Mitropboros : Kings afterwards 
inftead of Miters wore Diadems ontheir heads; he was called alfo 
Dimetera, for that both the Dieny/it had one and the fame facher, but 
two mothers : howbeit the acts of the firft were afcribed ro the lafts 
wherefore poftcricy being ignorant of the truth,and carried away by 
the likenefle of the name, thought there was but one Dionyfivs. The 
name of Narthicatoo was attributed unto him for this caufe: when 
Wine was firftinvented, menattheir feafts drunk it pure without 
water, fo that growing drunk therewith, they fell upon one another 
with the ftaves andclubs, which they ufually carried about with 
them, fo that many were wounded, and many killed outright; for 
prevention whereof in the future Déonyfius ordained, chat they fhould 
drink leffe, and carry none but wands in their hands. Many firnames 
are given co him by men from the things that he did; for fome call 
him 4ecchus, in refpec of che women that followed himin a riotous 
manner: fome Lenaus, from the prefle wherein grapes are {queized : 
Others Bromiw, from the thunder which happened at his birth, and 
Brotitias likewife fromthe fame caufe: he was nam’d T riumpher, be- 
caufe he was the firft of all others that triumphed at his returne with 
many fpoils into his country out of /vdta. Furthermore he had maay 
other firnames afcribed to him, which are too long to recite, and im- 
pertinent to our hiftory, they were faid to be of two formes, for that 
they wesetwo, Diony/it, the firft witha long beard after the antient 
fafhion, the laft beautifull, young, and effeminate. Some attributea 
double form unto him, becaufe drunkenneffe makes men both angry 
and mesry. The Satyres alfo, with whofe dancing and tragedies he 
was delighted, he had always about him, fo that between the enter- 
tainment of the Mufes, and the Satyres mirth and fports , Dionyfius 
Ied a moft contented and happy life. They will have him likewife 


2 TQ 


Ci SST a Dias ie — iw ~ ee Paes ea sa intel, il 


po 
a § 
ry 


Of Priapus. 


Ot Herma- 
phroditus. 


Of the Muses. 


The History of Book V, 


to be the inventer of Plays and Theaters,as al fo the inflitutor of mu- 
Gicall contentions. All fuch too as were verft in che exercife of Mu- 
fick he made free, which courfe pofterity , in imitation of Dionifive, 
obferved, for all thar apply themfelves to Mufick do obtain freedom. 
But fo much fhall fuffice to have fpoken of Déoztfins: And now it 
will be a fit place to write thofe things which are delivered of Pria- 
pus, for they are contiguous to them of Dionifius. The antients doe 
feigne, that Priepus was che fon of Dienifius and Venus, being induced 
thereunto by all likely comjeéture, for that they which are given to 
wine are more prone to Veens then others. Many affirme , that thofe 
antients for the more fecret denoting the privy member of a man, 
called it Priapas. Ochers fay , how that membct being the caufe of 
the generation of men, was alwayes celebrated with immortal] ho- 
nor, The Egyptians writing of Priapas, fay , that Ofiris being trea- 
cheroufly killed by the Z#tanes, they divided his body into equall 
parts, and carried them clofely to their homes , but his privy mem- 
bers by each of them rejected, they flung into the river : Ifis after- 
wards having revenged her husbands death, and the 7itanes flaine, 
caufed diligent fearch to be made for her husbands body, andall the 
parts of it being found fhe compofed them into the form of a man, 
which fhe gave unto the Priefts to bury , and commanded them to 
worthip Ofirisasagod, but his privy membcr not being found, fhe 
caufed the image of it to be hung vp inthe Temple, and injoyned 
them ro adore it alfo asa god. Thus much of préapas and his ho- 
not is delivered by the antient Egy ptians: this Ged likewife is name- 
ed by fome Phallus, and by others Typhon; and he was not only wor- 
shipped in the Temples of Cities, but in the fields and countty 
manfions, as the guardian of Vineyards and Orchards, and the pu- 
nifher of ftealers of fruit, likeas in the ceremonies of Dionifixs, fo in 
all chofe well neer which were celebrated to this god, were mirth 
and playsufed. Of the fame beginning too divers think Herma- 
phroditus was, who they fay was begotten by cMercury of Venus, 
and took bis name from both his parents; they held this god to be 
of apromifcuous nature, being both man and woman, as alfo that he 
had the fhape and delicate body of a woman, but exercifed the fun- 
&ion of aman. Many are of the opinion , that the birth of Herma- 
phrodites, which deldome happeneth, doth portend fome good or e- 
vill. Now becaufe in the jefts of Dionifivs we have made mention of 
the Mufes, we judge this a fit place to {peak more amply of them. Di- 
vers Authors, efpecially fuch as are moft authentick , do aver , that 
they arethe daughters of Foveand Memory; fome few of the Poets, 
amoneft whom 1s Alcwmeon, make them the daughters of Calum and 
Terra: they differ tao about the number, for fome fay they are but 
three, and others that they are nines but the beft Poets (as Homer and 
Hefiodus, cogether with the like) do all agree that they are nine, for 
Homer faith, rhat they arenine, and of moft exquifite beauty , but 
Hefiodus recounts their names: Clio, Ewterpe, 7 halia, Melpomene , Ter- 
plichore, Erato, Polymnia, Urania, and Calliope, who is the nobleft of 
them all; To each of chefe they attribute their offices in things be- 

longing 
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longing unto mufick, as poetry, melody, dancing, finging, Aftrology, 
and other {ciences. Many affirm that they were Virgins, becaufe the 
difcipline of vertue feems to be incorrupt. They will have chem fir- 
named Mafes , for that they teach men good and profitable things, 
and whereof the unlearned are ignorant. Each of them had names a- 
fcribed unto them from their proper gift. For Clio is called fo from 
the glory which arifes out of the praifes due to Poets. Euterpe, for 
the pleafure which hearers receive from commendable learning. Tha- 
lia, for that the praife acquired by Poets doth flourifh a long cime. 
Melpomene, from the melody wherewith the hearers are taken. Ter- 
pfichore,in regard of the delight which auditors take inthe good pro- 
ceeding from doctrine. Erato, for that learned men are beloved of e- 
very one. Polimnia, becaufe glory renders Poets immortall for the 
fweetneffe of their fongs. Vravia, inregard fhe lifts up learned men 
to heaven, for glory and wifdome elevates the mind to the contem- 
plation of celeftiallchings. Callzape, for that fheis highly efteemed 
of by her auditors, in regard fhe excells all che reft in fweetnefle of 
finging. 


GHAP. II. 
of Hercules , and hus twelve Labours, together with all bis other 
A dts, until the end of his life. 


Frer our {peaking of the Mafes, we will now declare the Acts Iris an hard 
of Hercules, which were fo great, as none did ever equal them, 8 “0 Oo 

or can hardly be expreft in words, wherefore ic will bea very hard SPH E EHE 
matter to defcribe them, and whofoever could do it well would de- 
‘ferve immortall praife. Whereas then by reafon of the antiquity and 
wonderfullnefle of them many have not thought the writers thereof 
worthy of beliefe, ic was needfull.for chofe chat were of moft ac- 
count amongft them to pretermit fome of them, leaft if they fhould 
nave delivered all, leffe credit would have been given ro cheir hifto- 
ry; for divers unadvifed Readers too curioufly examine ancient 
things by the rule of thofe which’now adayes‘are done, judging of 
Hercules his ftrengcth according to the weaknefle of the men of our 
times; fothat moved with the roo exceeding greatneffe of things a@- 
ed, they atcribure no faith to che Hiftorian. Buc in thofe matters of 
antiquity that are fo like unto fables, che truth is not to be fought our 
alcogecher with fo much punétuality.For alchough we know that the 
Minotaur be not of that form as it 1s reprefented unto us in the Thea- 
ters, nor Gerion with three heads, yet we admit of thofe fables, and 
in favour of that god we increafe his honour. For truly it feemes ve- 
ry unjuft, chat whereas Hercules whileft he lived, cleared the world 
of {o many Monfters, men being unmindfull of thofe his benefits 
fhould malitionfly decra& from the praife which he had worthily ac- 
quired by his famous labours; and whereas pofterity , for the excel- 
Jency of his vertue, with onecommon confent attributed immorta- 
licy unto him, wealfo fhould not obferve the piety to that God 
which was lefc by cradition unto us by our fathers. But letcing iy 
paffe, 
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paife, we will fer forth his ats fromthe very beginning , both ac- 
cording tothe Poets, and the moft antient writers, They fay char 
Perfeas was begotten by Foveon Danae, of him and Andromeda de- 
{ceaded Eledtrio, who took to wife Bur:dice, and had by her Alcme- 
na, fhe being deceived by Fapiter brought forth Hercules, fo that 
Hercules by his Fathers fide was derived from che chiefeft of the 
eods; wherefore he is to be efteemed as well for his race, as for his 
veitue. It is further reported, chat Fove reduced three nights into 
one for the begetring of this child on Alcmena, wherefore the {pend- 
ing of fo much time therein was a great figne of his future ftrength, 
ror did he lie with her fo long out of any love ro her, as he ufedto do 
with other women, but only for thé procreation of this childs and 
knowing how chaft fhe was, he never offered to win her to his will, 
but taking upon him the fhape of «mphztrzo her husband, in that fort 
beguiled her. The time of her delivery being come, it is faid how 
Ivve ‘oretold all the gods, that the child which was to be borne that 
day fhould be King of the Perfiams,with which {peech Jao being mo- 
ved, commanded her daughter Lactnato hinder Alcmena’s delivery, 
fo that Eury/thius was brought firftinto the world. /up:ter by this 
means failing in his prediction, told yaao, that Earyftheus fhould be 
the King he had foretold , and that Hercules fhould be fubject unto 
bim, untill fuch time as he had performed twelve Labours which Ea- 
riftheus fhould impofe upon him, after the which he fhould be made 
immortall. A/emena being brought to bed of Hercules, for feare of 
Juno hid him ina place, which now is called the field of Hercules, 
whither Minerva, together with Isvo.coming by chance, and taken 
with the beauty of thechild, fhe perfwaded June to give it her breft 
to fuck, which che child drawing with more violence then his age 
might feem to permit, J#vo pained therewith threw bim away from 
her; whereupon M/nerva gave himto his mother to bring up. Bit 
was it not a marvellous thing, that the rrue mother which ts natural- 
ly carried co the love of her child, fhould expofe him to the wide 
world, and the ftepmother who ufually hates her fons in Law, fhould 
unwittingly preferve him. Jano afterwards fent two Dragonsto ce- 
{troy the child, who catching them by the throat, ftrangled them 
both; for which his vertuous a&, the 4rg:ves called him Hercules , 
whereas before he had to name Alcaus. He had other names impofed 
upon him alfo by his parents, but his alone his vertue gave him. In 
the mean time Amphitrio, being driven from Tyrimthum , went unto 
Thebes, where Hercules brought up in all laudable exercifes , and ex- 
celling in ftrength of body, overcame all others in wraftling, and 
fuch like games. The firft ching he did, being then but a beardleffe 
Boy, was.to free the Thebans, as it were in gratitude to his country, 
fromthe flavery they were in; for Erigéaus, King of the Nimya, hold- 
ing them in fubjection , did with much infolence exact fromchem 
yearly an exceflive cribure, but Aircules nothing afraid of the power 
of the Tyrant, fhamefully chaced out of the City all thofe whom he 
had fent co collect ic; whereupon Eriginus required Creen, King of 
Thebes to deliver wp unto himthe Authors of this fedition, which he 
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out of his dread of the Tyrant was about to perform, w henas Her- 

cules exhor oe o all the youth of the City to joyn with him in reco- | 
vering the hi berty of their country, took allthe armes that were in| ah 
Tempic soft we gods, and dedicated to them by their Pre ee cove as 
out oF he {poil es of their enemies, and therewith armed them, 
there were no eae armes befides to be found inthe Cit ig by real on 
the Inhabicants thereof upon Eriginus his Edict, were deprive ed of 
them for prevention of their rebelling. After this Hercules hearing 
chat E sy iginws approac! hed to the City with an Army, LO hah orth 
againft him with his followers,a iad incountring the King in a.n 

place, where there was room butfora few to fight, he overcame anc 
killed ‘th Wi ith ithe ucter defeat of his whole Army, wher eof foe 
that efcaped, flying to the Ci ity ¢ of Orchomenus, Hercules purfued them 
fo clofe,t that he mde pell-mell wich them there into, andafter th 
burning o f rhe Bango Nimya his Pallace, qu uite fub rexted it. The 
fame petro f be difperfed over all Greece, fillec 
woncer, and King 5 Creom himfelfe ad: iting the valour of 
marti ied h 11m LO Megara his daughter, giving him, as to his Son, the 
Government of the City. Eury(theus likewif e, King of Argos, heat- 
ing fo much talk of him, {ent for him to maintain fome [turnaments 
and games whi! ich he purpofed to fet up in Argos; but refi fing to goce 
unto him, Jupiter commanded him to ob ey Euryfil beuss wherevpon 
going to ‘Delphos co confule with the godabout it , the Orac le e an- 
fwered him, that he was injoyned to fubmit unto the commands of 
Euryfthens, untill he had performed twelve Labours, after the which 
he fhould be made im mortal]. Howbeit Hercules would not for ry 
that go unto him, for hethought Pabnlne , u nworthy of his vertu 

ferve o onct that was inferiourto himfelf; and therefore he held it to 

Ti} O fhe | yr Leng tO 6 obey > his fathe ic Io Ve, {o tnat in 

ruck him with madneffe, andinthe fury 
thereof he w vould have killed solaws, but he gine from him, he fhot nad. 
his own childrenthathe had by Megara with his arrows, as if they 
had been his ener nics . ‘Then coming by little and litcle againe to his 
iN wits, and {0 | BLOM wickedneffe he had ak er “he 
ok fuch grief thereat, as he did nothing but mourn, and confining 
hiro If into bis houte, ,refuled all com fort, 2 ane the converfation of 

men. At length time mitigating his forrows, 1¢ refolved to Ns )- 
bedience unto Eur yfibeus, and went unto h fA who for his firft La- rercules ti 
be Eee Ss him to kill the Nemean Lion , which befides the frtt Labou 
extraord: inary hugenefle of his body had askin (oi impen netrable, that; 
iy could not be’ wounded either with iron, fteel, or ftone, but was of 

neceffity to be killed d with oves hands. His chi icfett abod de was be- 
tween patter zandthe Nemaan Wood, clofe to the mountain, w which 
by an accident was called Triton, at the { foot whereof was his gars 
whereinto, whenas Hercu les came unto him,he ff fl rab but Hercules fol- 
lowing him, after he had ftopped up ai another mo uth which the ¢ 
ha id, t3 rking him by the throat with his hanas, Ke frangled hia in m the a ie i85 
ficy! x off hisskin, he covered his body therewith pA cure ae acted 0 
rills. “tt *¢ fecond labour wasto kill the Hyd4r4 of Lerma, which had ayy POEs 
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hundred heads, whereof any one of them being cut away, two came 


up in che ftead of it, for which caufe it feemed inpofiible to prevaile 
Over it; but Hercules to overcome this dithculty, willed: folans upon 

his cutting off a head to fear the neck therecf with a firebrand to 

keep the bloud from iffuing forth, by which meanes the Monfter be. 

ing flaine, he annoynted his artow beads with the bloud of it, where- 

Herewtes his by the wounds they made became deadly. His third Lébour was to 
chied “Labour, bring the Er cmanthian Boar that wafted al) the fields Of Arcadiaa- 
shi Bont" live unto him, which commandement feemed very hard to performe, 
~~ becaufe in affailing hima man was to be fo circum {pect and wary, 
that in clofing withthe Beaft he fhould be fure to hold him fo faft, 

as he fhould not be able to fpoile him with his teeth, as accordingly 

Hercules did, for he carried himfelf fo ptovidently inthe action, that 

he brought him alive upon his fhoulders to €w ift4ius , who was fo 

terrified with the fight of ic, as he hig himfelfina brazen veflell. Af- 

Beraver bis ter the performance of thefe things, Hercules vanquifhed the Centaurs 
TheCearears, Upon this occafion, Pholus wasa Cenraur; from whom the nejgh- 
bouring mountain took its name; this fame having enteitained Her- 

éules at his houfe, broughe forth an Hogthead of Wine that had been 

buried long before inthe ground: Ieis faid that this wine was given 

toa certain Cengarr, with a command, that chis Wine fhould not be 

medled withall, until fuch time as one named Hercules chanced to be 
prefent. Nowthey fay, char in the fourth age after * ho/us, calling to 

mind Bacchss his Injun@ion, digged up this Hog fhead in the honor 

Of Hercules, and {uch was the odour of this Wine » by reafon both 
of the age, ftrength, and excellent goodn: fle thereof, as the Cextaurs 
thereabout became drunk therewith,and in that cafe ran furioufly in- 

to Pholus his houfe to take it away by force from him, who thereup- 

Hercales Bsbts On in great fear hiding himfelt, Herc#/es alone oppofed them all, nor- 
hi “ withftanding they were gods by the mothers fide, had the {wifineffe 
Beis and ftrength of an horfe, the force of adouble thape, and the pin- 
dence of a man. Some of the Centanrs affailed him with Fir tress 

plucked up by the roots, fome with mighty great ftones, others with 
firebrands, and others with huge Axes. Hercules, confident of his 

owne valour, bravely withftood them. The Cloud, their mother afz 

fifted the Centaurs much in this confli@, by powring downe a great 

fhowre of rain, which did little hurt to chem that had four feer, but 

made che ground flippery for himthae had but two. The Centaurs 

were fupported awhile by this aid, howbeit intheend Hercules pre- 

vailed, fo that many of them being killed , he put the reftco flighe, 

Of thofe that were flain, the chiefeft were Daphuis, Argcis, Aw phion, 

, _Eippotion, Orios, Ifoples, Melanchetes, Thereus, Derpos, and Pirixus. 

7 Amongft chem that fled omados fuffered deferved punifbment sfter- 
wards, for offering in Arcadia to force Alcinoe, the filter of Eury/Phe- 

v1, Herc#les killed him, to his eternall praife, for having fo nobly re- 

venged the wrong done to him that fo hated him, Pholus going to 

bury the Certawrs his kinftmen, which fell in the fight, happened in 

plucking oneof Hercules his arrowes outof one of them to wound 

himfelf with it, of which wound being incurable he died. Him did 

Hercules 
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Hercules inter moft magnificently under the mountain, which proved 

more glorious unto bim then any monument; for from him the moun- 

rain, without any other infcription was called Pholes. Inthe like 

manner Chironthe Centaur, that excelled in the art of Phyfick, was 
unwittingly killed by one of the fame arrows. “After this , Hercules 'rercutes bis 
was commanded to take the Hart wich golden hornes, that exceeded fifth Labour. 
all others in fwiftnefle, which he performed more by wit then by an 
ftrength; for fome fay that he caught him ina net, others fay flep-° 
ing, but many affirm that he took him by his footmanfhip with con- 

rinuall running. Moreover Hercules being commandedto expell the Hercules his 


birds out of the Stymphalian Lake, which devoured all rhe fruits of a qd agahy 
the neighbouring Regions, eafily effected it by artand prudence; for The bieds. 
not being able to overcome by force, 1 | regard of their infinice num- - 
ber, wit was to be ufed: Wherefore he prepared a huge brazen table, 
which being ftrucken upon, yeelded fuch a dreadfull found, as it 
compelled the birds for fear to fly faraway , whereby the Lake was 
for ever quite after freed from them. Eury(thews {eeing then that diffi- 
culties increafed the glory of Hercules, injoyned him by vvay of dil. 
grace that he alone by himfelfe , vvithout the help of any other, rercules bis 
fhould cleanfe Augeas his itable, vvhich held three thoufand Oxen, feventh Lar 
and had not in thirty years been purged. Hercules {corning to imploy siveu Ae 
his ftrenech and hands in fo vile a vvork, drevy the river of Alpheus Stable. 
through it, and fo in one day quite cleanfed ic. After this he 100k prercutes his 
npon him to ferch the Bull our of Greta, vvhich Pafiphae loved , fo cighth La- 
chat failing cothat Ifland, by che affiftance of King Minos , he feized THe my 
upon the Bull, and brought him into Peloponnefus , dravving him a- Bak 
long the 5¢a. Alithefe things performed, he infticuted the Olym- +.) pica 

° = Rie etn Seen ae é , | . Aa be inititutt- 
pick Games, to th > HOHOL of his Father love, ina place which hé onof the 0- 
held to be moft proper for the affembling of fo much people as were /mpick Games 
co be there, feated ina Plain neer tothe river of Alpheus. \n all which 
Games (though of divers kinds) he was the generall Victor, and that 
too withoue any conteftation ac all, becaufe no man in regard of his 
known vertue and ftrength durft cope with him. For ic is an hard 
matter to overcome mighty Champions, and ftrong W raftlers in the 
ufuall places of exercife, and as difficule ic is for fuch as excell in 
farall light games, tocontend with them that are well verft in great 
ones. Wherefore thefe games inftituted by Hercules are defervedly 
«o be accounted more excellent then others, becaufe they took their 
beginning from fo worthy aman. Now the gifts which the gods Gifts bftow- 
gave unto Hercules for his vertue are not £0 be omitted; for when he 5 mae e 
hed retired himfelf from the labours of war to reft and quietneffe, e- Shiite 
very one of the gods beftowed a prefent on him, Pallas gave himan : 
imbroydered Hood, Valcan a Club, anda Breftplate, either of them 
the fingular workmanthip of their feverall arc, the one ferving for 
the times of peace, and the other againftthe dangers of war; Nep- 
tune prefenred him with horfes, Mercury with a Sword, Apollo witha 
Row, and Ceres fhewed him how to celebrate certain light myfteries 
for the expiation of the flaughter of the Centaurs. Touching the 
race of this god thus much; the firft mortall woman that evet Jovt 
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Isy withall, was Niobe of Phoroneus , and Alcmena the laft , whom 
Whiters affirm ro be the fixteenth in defcent from the faid Nighe 5 iti 
all which {pace of time he begot men, but afier her he would never 
couch any other, being:out of hope of procreating one like unto him, 
Afterwards the Giants making war upon the gods neer to the Ifland 
of Paltene, Hercules fought in defence of chem, and killed a great num- 
ber of their enemies, whereby he obtained exceeding great glory. 
gupiter tearmed thofe alone Oly mpick gods that ftood to and affifted 
him, to the end that by this honorable firname the good might be 
difcerned fromthe bad; and with that firname he dignified none that 
were born of mortall women, fave Bacchus and Hercules alone , hot 


| 


only becaufe they were begotten by him, but for their equall love of | 


vertue,and their many benefits conferred on mankind. Iupiter bound 
Prem heus, for ftealing fire from heaven, on mount Caucafus, and fer 
an Eagle by him, which fed continually on his liver, Herceles com- 
miferating the paine of him that vvas punifhed, for his good to'men, 
with an arrovv killed the Eagle, and fo having appeafed the wrath 
of Jove, he freed his fellow benefactor fiom torment: Furthermore, 
he vvas inj -yned to bring avvay from Diomedes King of Thrace his 
Horfes, vvhich vvere fo wvild and fierce, that they were fain to make 
the Stable wherein they were kept of brafle, and to tye them up 
with mighty iron chains; they were fed too, not with that the earth 
prodpceth, bur with the ficth of fuchguefts as chanced to come thi- 


ther, Hercuses to effcét this, fiitt of all feized on Diomedes, and as he 
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had done to others, he gave him to be eaten of his own Horfes, then 
making them more tame, he carried them to Euryftheus, who confe- 
crated them to Jwvo, and the race of them continued unto the time of 
Alexander the Great. Afterwards he failed with Jafon to Cholcos fox 
the golden Fleece, but of this we fhall {peak more in fic place. More- 
over being commanded by Ewrystheus to bring himthe Belt of ae- 
nalippe Queen of the AmaXons, he {et forth with an army againft her, 
and failing tothe Eaxine Sea, he entred into the river of 7 hermodor, 
and neer to Themifcyra, the Royall City of the Amazons, he pitched 
his Tents. Having firft of all demanded that Belt of them, and they 
denying it, he joyned batrell with them , wherein he fought to in- 
counter only thofe that were moft famous amongft them for warlike 
feats, whereof the firft was AeWa, who from her {wiftneffe cook that 
neme, but he proving more {wift then fhe killed her in fight. The 
fecond was P4:/ppis, whom he made an end of with one only blow, 
The third Harthoe, who it is faid had feven times the better of her e- 
nemy in fingle combat, and yet was flain by him. The fourth was 
Eribya, who was fo ftrong and expert in armes, that fhe a wayes re- 
fufed che affiftance of any, but meeting witha ftronger then her felf 
fhe was killed by Hercules. After thefe, he took away thelives of 
Celeno,of another Earibya,of Phebe,and of Artemis the Huntrefle: The 
next that fell under his {word, were Deranira, Afteria, Marpe, Ter- 
mea, and Adippe, who having {worn perpetuall virginity, Hercules 
to keep her from breaking her oath, abridged her dayes. He depri- 
ved likewife Menalippe, vwvho wvas a Lady of admirable ftrength, of 


her 
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her Crown; and in conclufion putall the reft to flight, whom he 

purfued in fuch manner, as he utterly deftroyed the whole N ation of 

the AmaZons. OF fuch prifoners as he rook he beftowed Antiope on 

Thefeus, and having taken from the Queen Menglippe her Felt, he fer 

her ac liberty. Thecenth Labour impofed by Zery/iaeus on Heréules prercites his 
was, that he fhould bring unto him Geryo#s Oxen, which ina certain tench Labour, 
place of Spain, fcituate onthe Ocean, were kept and fed. «Hercules Gerv9ns Oxen 
knowing that chis exploit vvas a matter of great difficulty & danger, 
prepared forces fit for the execution thereof. Novv the reafon vwhy 
Exryfthexs put him vpon ic vvas, ehe hope he had he vvould never be 

able co bring it co paffe, in regard it vvas bruiced over all the vvorid, 

that Chryfaarus (fo named from his riches ) vvho commanded all (bry/zurus 
Spain, had three mighty fons, excelling as vvell in ftrength of body, King of Spain, 
as in feats of armes, befidesagreat army compofed of valiant and Shears: 
choice fouldiers. Neverchelefle Hercules, mindfull of his former 

brave acts, vvent confidently on,and raifed an army in Crete, becaufe 

he conceived chat from thence he might eafily tranfport it to vvhat 

place he pleafec; for chat Ifland is fo feated, as one may convenient- 

ly fail from itcoany part of che vvorld. Moreover the Cretans had 

before heaped many honors on Hercules, for that he had fo freed 

their [flind from all wild beafts, thacchere was neither Beare, nor 

Wolie, ur Serpent, nor any other fuch like offenfive thing to be 

found in it: And this he had done forthe Ifland, only in confidera- 

tion of his Father Foves being born, and brought up in it. Sailing 

then from (rete into Lybia, where firft of all being provoked by him 

toa fingle combat, he flew 4Anteus, who was a man famous for his 
wonderfull ftrength, and skillin wraftling , for he had killed many 

ftrangers in fighting with him. Then having freed thofe parts of Zy- 

bia, which he had fubdued from the wild beafts, whereof they were 

full, he caufed the ground tobe tilled, and planted Vines, Olive; 

and many other fuch like fruit trees in them, fo that Lybza, which be- 

fore thorough the multiplicity of wild beafts was defert, and in a 

manner defolate, be made fruitfull and habitable, infomuch that it 

gave placeconoother region for fertility. In like manner alfo he 

rendred the Cities where he came happy , by cutting off vile and 

wicked perfons, and fuch infolent great ones, as. tyrannized in them. 

They fay, thac the reafon why Hercules did fo much hate, and de- 

ftroy wild beafts and impious men, was becanfe the Serpents would 

have killed him whenas he was an infant in his cradle; and for that 

coming to be a man, he was fubjectedto the proud command of fo 

unjult a Lord as Eury/theas was, which injoyned him to undertake 

moft unreafonablethings. Afterthe death of Antaus he marched in- 

to Egypt , where he flew the King Bafirs, who took delight to 

do fo unto all ftrangers that came unto him. Then having patled 

over the dry barren lands of £7474; and met with a fruicfull 

foil, he buil: a City, that from che multitude of gates chat it had, 

was called the hundred gates, which continued in being, untill chat 

of lace times it was taken and fubverted by the Carthaginians. After 

this, having run overthe greater part of Lybra, Hercules arrived at the 

Gades, feated inthe Ocean, where on each fide of the continent he 
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placed a Pillar, and fo pafling into Spain with his army, he difcomfi- 
ted Chryfaurus his three fons, and their three great Armies, by which 
means Spain being fubdued by him, he brought away Geryons Heard 
of Carrell, and in his way homeward meeting witha certaine King 
of the Spanifh Nation, who was an exceeding juft and vertuous man, 
he was received by him with much honor, in regard whereof he pre- 
fented him with part of thofe cattell, which he dedicating to Hercu- 
les, facrificed every year one of the faireft Bullsthat came of them 
unto him, and of that facred Race there remains fome in Spain unto 
this day. Now having made mention of Hercules his Pillars, I hold 

Hercules bis it fitto {peak fomewhat more amply of chem. There are two Mour- 
| tains 2 little within the Ocean,that are feared the onc on the one fide, 
and the other of the other fide of the entrance intothe Mediterrane- 
an Sea, upon eachof which Hercules erected a Pillar: And fome fay, 
that defiring to leave behind him an eternall monument of his name, 
he caft down fo mnch earth from either mountain, as he rendred the 
paflage of the Sea, which before was between both the continents 
indifferent broad,fo ftrait & long,that Whales could never fince paffe 
into our Sea,to the endthe glory of that great work of his might con- 
tinue for ever unto pofterity. Others affirm, that thofe two Moun- 
tains being conjoyned before he cut a way thorough them for the O- 
cean to pafle into our Sea: bue this I will leave to every one to be- 
lieve as hethinks fir. Howfoever he did fuch another like work in 
Greece, for from thofe places in Theffalia, neex to the river Peneus, cal- 
led Tempe, he drew away by trenches, the ftanding waters where- 
with chey were covered all over before, and fo made them excellent 
good ground. But hedid the contrary in Beotia, for he cut the river 
ef Mineuws in fach fort, as it overflowed all the neighbouring fields, 
and made them a ftanding poole. That which he did in Theffalia was 
in the favour of the Greeks, but this he did in revenge , for that the 
Beot'ans hadtaken certain Thebans, and made them flaves. Having 
ment ; then placed in Spain the chiefeft of the country for Governours 
in Gallia Col- thereof, he pafled into Gala Celtica with great forces, and running o- 
tica, ver all that Province, he brought to condigne punifhmencall fuch as 
moft unhosbisably ufedcto. make away ftrangers, and then buile a 
goodly City named Alexia, which was quickly peopled by the ad- 
joyning inhabicants, who/flocked thither in great multitudes of their 
own accord, but furpaffing chofein number that were planted there 
by Hercules, they not long after brought that City to be barbarous; 
Alexia,the howbeit iris {till held in great honor by the Ce/te, as the Metropo- 
Metropolis Of lig of all Celtica. This City remained from the firft foundation there- 
Gailja Celttca : ° 4 
: of, unto thefe times free, but of late it was by Caius Cefar , who for 
his noble ads is tearmed a god,taken, and together with all che other 
parts of Celtica, reduced under the obedience of the Roman Empire. 
Hercules bis From thence marching on towards /fa/y, and taking his journey o- 
exeeamen 1 ver the Alpes, he made the way, which before was very rugged and 
iat cy difficule, fo plain and eafie, chat as well Armies as Carriages might 
conveniently paffe chorough it with fafety, and having with the 
flaughter of their Leaders defeated the barbarous Montaigneiers, 
whe 
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who ufed co rob all paflengers, he rendred the way fecure unto po- 

fterity. Leaving thea the Alpes, and that which is now called Gallza 

behind him, he pafled thoyough Ligaria, a rough and barren country, 

notwithftanding all the induftry whichthe Inhabitants thereof ufe, 

in manuring and husbanding of it, howfoeverthey reap this benefit 

by cheir paines caking therein, that chey become more lufty and 

{trong , for with their {pare diet, and labour in tilling of their oh gi sah 

grounds, they grow {priceful, active, and able men, efpecially forthe iets 

wars. The women too apply themfelves to husbandry as wellas che 

men, working with them together by curnes. And there is a ftrange 

thing reported of one of them, who being great with-child, and fall- 

ing in labour where fhe was at work, fhe made no more ado, but 

ftepping afide alitcletoa place thereby , where certain thick bufhes 

grew, the was ftraightway delivered of her child without crying out, 

or making any Jamentation at all: chen Japping it in a few green leafs, 

and fo leaving it laid upon the ground, fhe returned back to her work 

again, not fomuch as {peaking a word of the matter; which not- 

withitanding was difcovered by the wayling of the infant: howbe- 

ic fhe continued on ftill working, in regard he chat had the over- 

fight of chem would not permit herto give over , but at length mo- 

ved with pitie, he paid her her wages, and difmiffed her. Hercules, 

having left the Ligurians and Tyrrhesiens, came to thé river of Ty- 

ber, whereas Rome now is, asd was many years after built by Xomun- 

Justhe fon of Mars. The Aborigenes did then inhabit that, whi pes oak 

at this day is called Mount Palatine, being but a very little city; 

where the chiefeft amongft them was Potitius and Pinarius, who en- 

tercained Hercules as agueft with much honor. The monuments of 

thefe two men remaine at Rome untill this very age; for amongft the 

Nobility, the Houfe of the Prvarians is accounted as it were the an- 

tienteft. And there is ftill likewife in Mount Palatine a pair of ftone 

winding ftairs, belonging to the Potiti/, and from them called Potz- 

tia, neer tothe Houfe which at that time was that wherein Potitius 

dwelt. Ic is faid thac Hercules promifed the palatines 5 for the noble 

reception they had given him, that they fhould abound with all hap- 

pinefle, if after he was tranflated unto the gods, they would offer the 

tenth of their goods unto him, a cuftome which hath been obferved 

there untill now; for many Romans, not onely of mean ability , bur 

fuch as were of moft wealth, vowed the tenth of their goods to Her- 

cales, and after they came to greater riches,there were amongft them, 

whofe tenths in that kind amounted to fourthoufand talents. ZLucu- 

ius, who was held to be a man of the greateft eftate in Rome, dedica- 

red the tenth part thereof to Hercu/es, keeping continually befides o- 

pen heufe co all comers. Moreover the antient Romans built a good- 

ly Templeneer co the river of Tyber,to Hercules,wherin the faid tenths 

were offered unto him. Paffing then from Tyber by the italian Coaft, 

he came to the Cumaan field, where it is faid were men above mea- 

fire great and ftrong , who for their exceeding wickednefle were 

tearmed Giants. This fame iscalled the Phlegrean field, from the 

mountain Vefevins, which in times paft vomited out great Sai of 
re, 


beef 
OO 
— 


Hercules hig 
tenths. 


bers 
t= 


The Giants o. 
: 
yercoine by 


Herculcs. 


eAndragathia 
the Hunrer. 


Hercules chal. 
lenged to 
wraftle by E- 


tax. 


The Hiftory of Book V. 
fire, like unto that of e£tna in Sicilia, retaining fill many marks of 
that ancient fire. The Giants being acquainted with the arrivall of 
Hercules, gathered together their forces,and crufting in their ftrength, 
went forth to incounter him, wherevpon enfved a fierce confi be- 
tween them, but Hercules by the help of the gods chat affifted him 
prevailed, and having flain the moft pare of them, he cleared thac 
Region fromthe cruelty and oppreffion of fuch Monfters. Itis writ- 
ten, that thofe Giants were faid to be the fons of the earth, in re- 
gard of their huge ftature and bulk of body. Thus much of the Gi- 
ants which were vanquifhed in the Phlegrean ficld, according to the 
report of inany, whom Timeus the Hiftoriaa doth follow. Being de- 
parted from this place towards the Sea, he performed a notable work 
atthe Lake named <vernus between M:fewus and Dicearch us, which 
in refpect of its hot wacers is facred to Preferpina: It is in circuit 
five furlongs, but the depth of it is incredible, and though the water 
the: eof is very clear, yer feems itto be of a Sky colour. ‘They fay, 
that inantientrimes, which afterwards was not ufed, they were 
wont to conjare up internall fpirits chere. This Lake running intothe 
Sea, Hercules is faid to pen up with mighry banks from doing fo,and 
the way made above it ro the Sea was afterwaids called Hercules his 
wy. Marching from thence, he arrived at a certain rock in the coun- 
try of che Pefidoniats, where they feign a kind of miracle happened. 
There was an Hunter living in that place, named Andragathia, chat 
always ufed before to hang up the heads and feet of all the game that 
he took on trees, as anoffering to Diana, but having at lait killed a 
huge wild Boar, conremning the goddeffe, he dedicated onely the. 
head unto her, and tying it ona certain tree, to avoid the heat of the 
day, he laid bimfelf to reft ébout noon in the fhadow thereof, and 
falling aflcep, the head of the Boare being ftrangely unloofened of 
it felfe, rumbled down jift upon the man, and killed him; whereae 
we are not to wonder, fince it is well known, that this goddeffe 
hath many times infliéted condigne punifhment on wicked perfons. 
But it fell out orherwife to Herew/es in regard of his piety, for when- 
as he came to the confines of the Rhegiens and Locriens, and weary of 
his journey, bad laid himfelf down’ to fleep, he was fo difquieted 
with the creaking of the Grafhoppers, that he befought the gods to 
drive them fromthence: his prayer being heard, not only then , but 
never afterwards was any of them feen again thereabout. Repairing 
then to the ftreight of the Sea, which is not above thirteen furlongs 
broad, as Timewus affirmes, he tranfported his Cattell over it into Sz- 
cilaby fwimming, and himfelf by holding one of them by the horn. 
Now defiring to furround Sicé#za,he went from Pe/or ws to the moun- 
tain Evéx, where it is faid, the Nymphs brought him hot water to 
bath and reirefh his body withall, fome of them being firnamed J- 
merte, and the reft Geptee, fromthe places of their refidence. Herea- 
les coming neer to the Territories of Brix the fon of Venus and Bates, 
who was King of that pare of the country, he made hima challenge 
to wraftle with him, which being accepted of by Hercules, Erix for 


the prize of their contention propounded his State, and Herenles his 
Cat- 
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Catrell, wheiewith Zrix difpleafed at the firlt faid, thac his Cattell 
were no way in valueto be compared with his State; but Hercules an- 
fwering, that his Cattell were of more worth by far then it, becaufe 
if he loft them, he fhould:chen lofe immortality: Erix was contented 
therewith, and being overcome was difpoiled of his country, which 
afterwards he gave freely to the Inhabitants thereof, upon condition 
chat they fhould enjoy the whole benefit arifing fromit, untill fuch 
time as one of his pofterity fhould arrive there, which accordingly 
happened: For many ages after Doriews, the Lacedemonian, {ailing to 
Sicilia, pofleffed himfelfe of that country, and built the Gity of He- 
raclea, in honor of Hercules his Progenitor, which in a fhort time 
erowing to great wealth, the Carthaginians, as well out of envy , as 
for fear, chat increafing in power, it might work fome prejudice to 
their Empire, befieged ic with mighty forces , and after the taking 
thereof, utterly deftroyed it, but of this 1 will {peak more at large 
hereafter. Hercules then having {urrounded Sicilia, came tothe place 
where now Syracufa is, and hearing that which is reported of the rape 
of Proferpina, and her companions, he facrificed a very goodly bull 
ro them at the river of (yave, and ordained that the like fhould be 
done every year by the Inhabitants co the honor of shat goddeife in 
the fame place. Pafling afterwards further into the land with his Cat- 
cell, he was incountred by the Scam, who after a cruell conflict were 
vanquifhed by him, and many of them flain, amongft whom it was 
{aid there were certain famous Captains, which have held the honor 
of Heroes untill ourtime, namely, Leaca/pis, Pedicrates , Buphonus, ingen 
Glychatas, Butews, and Crytides. Then proceeding forwards into the Hen aa 
Territories of the Leontines and much taken with the pleafantneffe of the country of 
the country , he left many monuments of his being there behind th Leo™#ns. 
him, whereupon the 4greraz inftituted folemn feafts unto him, as to 
an Olympian god, and though before ‘he had forbidden the fame 4 
yet by the perfwatfion of the Oracle he fuffered itthen to be done, 
asa prefage of his future immortality. Now whereas there was a 
ftony way,not far fromthe City, the Cattell made an impreffion 
therein with their feet, as if ic had been in wax; and the like befalling 
unto Hercules himfelf alfo, herhought thae now his tenth Labour 
was confumated, in regard whereof he willingly accepted of the fa- 
crifices which the Inhabiranes offered unto him,as due to his immor- 
tality. The Leonsines, to fhew themfelves thankfull for the benefits 
which he had conferredion them, caufed agreat Lake to be digged 
beforetheir City, four furlongs in circuit, which they called by his 
name; and where the print of His and his Cattells footfteps were , 
they built a Temple to Geryon, by the Inhabitants ro this day hono- 
red. Hercules alfo erected 2, Temple to his Nephew Folaus , and 
taught them what honorsthey fhould do, and what facrifices they 
fhould offer yearly unto him, which are ftill obferved: For all the 
young men of thac Ciry do from their birth let their haires grow, as 
facred unto Jolaus; uncill they render that God propitious unto chem 
with bounteous Oblations, and the force of this cuftome is fuch, 
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that if chofe young men do neglect the performance thereof,they be- 
come dumb, and as it were dead; but prefently upon the folemnizing 
of thofeR ites they grow perfeétly wel again. The Inhabitants of that 
country do call that Gate of the Temple where thefe folemnities are 
celebrated , Heraclea, They inftituted moreover yearly wraftling 
Games, and horfe-races, whereunto both free men and flaves were 
admitted, and they taught their flaves in private how to performe 
chofe Rites to that God with feafting and dancing. From hence Her- 
cules repafling with his Cattell into Italy, upon his landing there, 
(lew the Lacrinien thief chat had ftoln fome of them from him , and 
having unwittingly with one of the blowes that be gave him killed 
Croton his friend, he buried him very magnificently , and erected a 
fumptuous Sepulcher over his bedy, foretelli:g untothe Natives of 
the place, that in future time a Noble Ciry fhould be founded there, 
bearing his name. Travelling on foot then about the Adriatick 
Gulph, he paftover firft into Ep:ras , and from thencce into Pelo- 
ponne|ts. 

His tenth Labour being ended, he was erjoyned by Ewry/thess to 
bring Cerberws out of bell into our world, for the performing where- 
of he went toask counfell at athens, where he was initiated in the 
myfteries of Eleufina, of which at that time Mufcews, the fon of Or- 
phews was Prefident. But fince we are fallen onthe name of Orpheus, 
ic will not be amifle co fay fomewhat of him. Orpiews,a Thracian by 
birth, was the fon of Oragras , and jurpaffed all that ever were in 
mufick and poetry; for he did fo excell in melody and {weer finging, 
chat he wds {aid to draw wild beafts aad trees to the hearing of him. 
Being given to learning and Theology he travelled into Egypt, and 
having there attained to the knowledge of many things , he became 
the moft learned of all the Greeks, as well in the ceremonies ef the 
Gods, as in Theology, Poetry, and Mufick. Moreover he accompa- 
nied the Argonauts in their voyage, and for the love of his wife de- 
{cending into hell; he by the {wectnefle of his harmony obtained of 
Pr oferpina, that fhe being dead might be reftored tohim againe alive. 
Which Bacches did alfo once before, for it is {aid that he drew his 
mother’Semele from hell , and enduing her with immortality , fir- 
named her Theionc. Let us now return unto Herewles, who, as the fa- 
bles report, being come into hell, was received of Proferpina as a 
brocher, and by her favour freeing Thefeus and Pirithous from their 
bonds, rendred them again unto the world, Befides, againft the opi- 
nion of all, he drew up Cerberus bound into the fight of men. Laft- 
ly, being commanded to fetch the golden apples of the He/perides, 
he paffed into £364, But concerning thefe apples writers doe very 
much vary: for fome affirm, that in the garden of the Hefperides the 
golden apples were guarded by a terrible Dragon. Others, that there 
were inthe He/perides certain fheep of an exquifite beauty, in regard 
wherenf the Poets faid their Fleeces were of gold, as Venus, in re- 
fpeét of her excellent form, is called golden Venus. Many will have 
the wooll of thofe fheep to be of acolour like unto gold, and eke 
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fore term them fo , and the Dragon to be the care of the Shepheards, 
who being lufty and ftrong of body preferved their flocks from 
thieves: How foever, and be it as it will, whenas Hercules had flaine 
the Guardian of them, and brought the golden apples to &ury/theus, 
_he forthe performance of fo many Labours, did according to the 
prediction of Apollo's Oracle expect life immortal]. But I hold it not 
fic now to pretermic that which is delivered touching the origi- 
nallof the At/antides and Hefperides, There were two brothers in 
Hefperia of much fame, Hefperus and Atlas, who had goodly fheep, 
that were of colour almoft like unto gold, from whence the Poets 
rook occafionto talk of golden apples: They fay thar Hefperus had a 
daughter named Hefpers, whom he married co his brother, and from 
her was that Region called Hefperia. Atlas had by her feven daugh- 
ters, which from the father were ftiled Atlantides, and fromthe mo- 
ther He/perides. With thefe fame, excelling in beauty and wifdome, 
Bufiris, che King of Egypt falling in love, fent Pyrats thither to cake 
them by force, and bring them unto him. About which time Hercu- 
des having performed his fecond Labour, killed Anteus in Libis, who 
overcome all his guefts in wraftling, and infliéted condigne punith- 
ment on Bufirs, that in Egypt facrificed all ftrangers that arrived 
there to Jupiter. Then pafling over Niélus into Etheopia, he flew Ema- 
thiones, the King thereof ina battell, whereof he had the betters 
Laft of all purfuing thofe Pyrats which had ftoln away the At/an- 
tide Sifters out of a Garden where they were folacing themfelves, 
and overtaking them ina certain place whither they were fled with 
them by Sea, he killed chem all, and reftored the Virgins to their fa- 
ther; for which benefit _4t/ not only prefented Hercales with gifts 
anf{werable co the merit thereof, but alfo taught him 4/frology,where- 
in he had beftowed {uch pains and ftudy, that he came to find out the 
fphere of the ftars, for which he is faidto hold up the heavens with 
his fhoulders: Aad Hercules tranfporting the knowledge of the faid 
{pheic into Greec?, obtained great glory thereby, and for it was alfo 
reported to have helped At/as to fuftain the heavens. Whileft Herca- 
les was imployed in this manner, the remainder of the Amazons, as 
they fay, aflembled all in one body together about the river of Ther- 
modon, to make war upon the Grecians, in revenge of the injuries 
they had received from them at {uch time as they were vanquifhed by 
Hercules, but efpecially for the taking of their Queen Antiope ( ot 
Hippolyta according to others) by 7 befews. Wherefore relying on the 
aid and power of the Seytrans, they failed witha mighty army over 
Bofphorus into Thrace, and from thence pafling thorough Ewrepe into 
the Attick land, they pitched their tents in chat place, which was af- 
terwards called the Amazonian field. Thefeus being advertifed of 
their arrivall, drew forthall the forces of the City of Arhess , and 
with Anstiope the Amazon, by whom he had his fon Hippolytus , 
marched againft the enemy, with whom entring into battell he re- 
mained victorious; a great part of the Amazons being flaine in che 
place, and the reft chaced out of che Attick Territories, Antiope 
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likewife fighting bravely for her husband, there loft her life. Thofe 
Amazons which efcaped from the battell utterly defpairing the reco- 
very of their country, fled into Scythia. But becaufe we have written 
of thefe things before, we will return to Hercules. Having finifhed 
his Labours, he was told by the Oracle, that for his full attaining of 
immortality, he wasto fend a Colony unto Sardos, whereof his fons 
the The{piade were to be heads, which he accordingly did, but inre- 


- gard they were young, he appointed fo/aus his Nephew to accompa- 


The Colony 
of the Thefpi- 
ade, 


ny them. Now, thatthe originall of this Colony may better ap- 
pear, we hold it neceffary co declare the defcent of thefe fons of Her- 
cules. The{pius was a Noble man of Athens, and the fon of Erietheus, 
who ruling over that country, which bears his name, begot on feve- 
rall women fifty daughters. Hercwles being yet a youth, but of a 
{trong conftitution of body, and defiring to have iffue by them, in- 
vited their father to a Sacrifice, where he plied him with fuch ftore 
of good wine and delicate meat, as he remained fenfeleffe, and in a 
manner dead therewith; in the mean time fending for his daughters, 
he lay with them one after another, and begat fifty fons on them, 
called by acommon name Thefpiade, who with an army under the 
condu@ of flaws, according to the command of the Oracle, went 
all of them to plant that Colony, two only excepted, which ftayed 
behind at Thebes, whereof the Progeny continue yet to this day in 
great honor there, and are called Demuch: , that is, the chiefe ef the 


- City. The reft of them, together with many Voluntiers, failed to 
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laus. 


Sardinia, where being arrived , Fo:aus {eaced himfelfe in the mof 
Champion part of that Ifland, named from him at this prefent Jele- 
wm:,and did not only improve it exceedingly with manuring it ; and 
planting great ftore of fruit trees therein, but rendred his peopleal- 
fo very warlike. This Ifland became afterwards fo fruitfull, thac the 
Carthaginians underwent many fights and dangers for the obtain- 
ing of it. But this fhall be {poken of in due place. Jolaws having fer- 
led his plantation, and fent into Sicslia for Dedalus, adorned it with 
many excellent works, which remain untill now, and are called after 
the workman Dedalia, He erected alfo great and fumptuous places of 
exercife, Courts of Juftice, Temples, and other edifices, whereby a 
City is made more lafting and happy. He ftiled the people after his 
own name Folais, the The/piade, who reverenced himas their father, 
yeelding him that honor; for in regard of his parent-like care of 
them, they fo loved him, chat they called him by the name of father, 
whence it came to paffe,that in after-times whenas any offered facri- 
fice to that God, they called Jolaus father, even as the Perfians did 

Cyrus. lolaws then returning into Greece,touched on Siciéza,where ma- 
king fome ftay, many of his company taken with the pleafantneffe 
of the place, mixed themfelves with the Sicam, and abode in the I- 

fland, very much made of by the Inhabitants. To Jolaws , who had 

with much glory left in divers places memorable monuments of his 

benefits, did many Cities build Temples,and perform divine honors. 

Now there happened in that Colony a marvellous thing co tell. Ic 

was 
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was an{wered by che Oracle, that this Colony fhould continue for 
ever in libercy, which remains true, even untill our days, for the bar- 
barous people of the country through long trac of time exceeding 
far the Colony in number, rendred them alfo barbarous like them- 
felves, fo that all of them together in fucceeding ages withdrew to 
the rough mountains, where digging chem habitations in the earth, 
they lived with the milk and fieth of their Cattell, whereofthey had 
great ftore, far from the ftrife of war, infomuchthat both the Gar- 
thaginians and Romans did oftentimes afterwards fet upon them 
with armes in vain. But lec us return again now to Hercules. Whenas 
he had performed all his Labours, he gave his wife c#egara to Io- 
laus for the fatherly good offices which he had done unto his fons, 
being per{waded chat it would not be {afe for himco have any more 
children by her, wherefore defiring to have another, leffe {ufpeéted 
then fhe, upon whom he might beget fome, he went and demanded 
in marriage Jole, the daughter of Earytus, King of oechalia, who in 
regard he had repudiated Megara, anfwered,chat he would advife up- 
on it with a purpofe to refufe his motion, which Hercules perceiving, 
and moved with indignation thereat, carried away Ewrytus his hor- 
fes. Ipbiclus the fon of Earytus {u{pecting the matter to be as ic was, 
went into Tyrinthus co {eek them, where Hercules willed him co go 
up into acertain high Tower, and from thence to fee if he could de- 
{cry them feeding any where thereabout; but when he had faid, chat 
he could nes difcover them (for the horfes were hid in another place) 
Hercules acculing Iphiclas for wrongfully charging him with theft; 
caft him down headlong fromthe Tower, and broke his neck; for 
which wicked tact Hercules being punifhed with a grievous difeafe, 
went to Ne/for at Py/zs, defiring him to purge him from that murther; 
he confuleing thereupon with his fons about it, all of them, except 
Neftor the youngeft, concluded that it was not fitto, bedone, info- 
much that he went to Defophobus, the fon of Hippolytus, perfwading 
him to expiate his offence: But whenas he neither could do hin: any 
good, he had recourfe unto the Oracle of Apollo concerning it , who 
an{wered him, that he fhould eafily recover, if he caufed himfelfe co 
be fold for a juft price, and gave the money thereof accrewing to J- 
ohiclus his children. Being conftrained thento obey the Oracle, he 
failed with fome of his friends into Afia, and there was by them of 
his ownaccord fold, and fo became the {lave of ompbale, the daugh- 
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cer of Fardams, Queenof Lydia: Then having fent the money for of omphale. 


which he was fold unto the children of Jphiclus, he was reftored to 
his former healch. Continuing thus in the fervice cf Omphale, he 
freed all her country from thieves, ef{pecially from thofe which were 
called Cecropes, that had mightily infefted it with their robberies, of 
whom he killed part, and the reft delivered up bound unto Omphale. 
Sylews alfo, who forced all travellers to work in his Vineyard , he 
flew with a fpade, Moreover he deftroyed the City of the /tones, 
which was a receptacle of all fuch as were enemies to Omphale. At 
lenech che vertueof Hercules, and who he was, being known to om- 
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phale, fhe madehim free, and conceived a fon by him named Lamo: 
he begat another fon likewife upona flave fervant, whileft he him- 
felf was a flave, called C/eolans. After all this, being returned into 
Peloponne/us, he went with an army to Troy, againft Laomedon the 
King thereof, becaufe he had defrauded him of the horfes which he 
had promifed him for killing of a Sea- Monfter, at fuch rime as he ac- 
companied Jafon in his voyage , whereof we will {peak more at large 
when we come totreat of the Argonauts. But thinking the time now 
proper to be revenged, he failed thither, as fome fay, with eighteene 
great fhips, but according to Homer, only with fix, for he introdu- 
ceth TAlepolemus his fon, faying, that Hercules his father in revenge 
of the horfes kept from him by Laomedon, with fix fhips , anda few 
armed men took the City of lium. Hercules being arrived at Troy, 
marched with his forces againft che City , leaving Ozsens the fon of 
Ampbiarans Commander in chief of his Fleet. Laomedon pyevented by 
the fuddain incurfion of his enemies, aflemb'ed cogether all the pow- 
er he could make in fo fhort atime, and with it went to affaile the 
fhips. hoping if he coald burn chemto give an end to the war. ‘oileus 
fet forthto incounter him, and inthe battell berweene them bein 
flain, his men fled unto their fhips, which with all fpeed they lanch- 
ed far from the fhore. Laomedon returning back , entred into fight 
with Hercules neer unto the City, wherein both he himfelf, and many 
others were killed, Hercules having taken Trey by force, put very ma- 
ny of the Inbabitants to the fword; but to Priamus , becaufe he a- 
lone of all Laomedons fons had counfelled the delivery of the promi- 
fed horfes, he gave his fathers Kingdome. He beftowed Hefione, the 
daughter of Lavmsedonon Telamon , whom alfo he honored with a 
Crown for his noble valour, as being the firft man that entred the 
City when it was affauleed. Returning into Peleponnefus , he made 
war on King Augeas for defrauding him of his promifed reward, and 
fighting with him, whenas he could not prevaile over him, he retired 
ro olenws , where at a marriage betweene Azppolitathe faid Kings 
daughter, and Awaxius, Hercules being an invited gueft tothe nupti- 
all feaft, flew EZaryorbon the Centaur for offering violence unto the 
Bride. After this, Hercules going again to Tirgathus, and there accu- 
fed by Eury/theas for confpiring againft him, was together with Ale- 
mena, Epbidea, and Jolaus, forced by his command to depart from 
thence, fothat he repaired with them into Arcadia unto Pheneus, 
where underftanding that Ewrythus of Eugea conducted Neptunes {o- 
lemn fhew from Elis toJ/thmus he neer toC leone, where now his Tem- 
ple is, killed che faid Earythus ; then renewing the war againft Elis, 
he flew the King Augeas, and having taken the City by force, he 
made Phileus, the fon of Augeas King thereof, who had been former- 
ly banifhed by his Father, for that having been made an: Arbitrator 
betwixe Hercules and him, he had given up his award inthe behalf of 
Hercules, Afterward he expelled Aipposoon out of Sparta, for that 
his fons being twenty in number, had flain Eonivs, the brother of 
Tyndarus, who was Hercules his great friend, for which Hercales be- 
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ing much incenfed marched with an army againftthem, and after a 
long and cruel fight obtained the viGtory, with agreat flaughter of 
his enemies, whereupon taking the City of Sparta, he made Tynda- ryydsrus made 
ras the father of Calor and Pollux King thereof, and ordained that his King seesnaes 
pofterity fhould for che fucure raigne there. Of Hercules his army “ by Heraules 
were but few loft, whereof the moft remarkable were sphitns , Ty- 
pheus, and feventeen of twenty fons that he had; but of his enemies 
Hippocoon, and ten of hisfons, togecher with a great multitude of 
Spartans were flain. From this expedition returning into Arcadia, he 
reforted unto King Alews, whofe daughter Auge he fecretly got with 
child, and then went to Stymsphalus. Aleus coming to the knowledge 
of his daughters great belly, inquired of her who it was that had 
defloured her, and the anfweting that Hercules had done it by force, 
he would not give credit unto her, whtrefore he delivered her untoa 
matter of a fhip, whomhe much trufted, charging him to drowne 
her inthe Sea: he having carried her aboard his veffell, when they 
came to the mountain Parthenius , fhe falling in labour went afhore 
into a wood thereby, under colour of difcharging the neceflities of _. 
nature, and was there delivered of a fon, whom fhe left hidden a- celebrite 
moneft the buthes, and fo returned back into the fhip; wherein being 
arrived at Endaplius,aport of Arcadia, fhe e{caped beyond all hope: 
For the Matter unwilling to perform the Gommandement of her fa- 
ther, beftowed herasa gift on certain paflengers chat were going 
from Caria into Afia, who taking Auge along with them, prefented 
her to Testhras King of Myfia. The child chat was left at Panthesius 
by the mother, was found fucking of an Hind by certain Shepheards, 
belonging to Corythus the King, unto whom they delivered it, and 
by him was brought up as his fon, giving him the name of Telephus, 
for that he was fuckled by an Hind. This fame coming tobe a man 
went in queft of his mother unto Delphos, where being willed by the 
Oracle to fail into Myfia to King Testhras,he there found his mother, 
and after it was known whofe fon he was, he was held in great ho- 
nor. Zeuthras wanting male children, married 7elephus to his daugh- 
ter Argiope, and declared him the Succeffor of his Kingdome. W hen- 
as Hercules had ftayed five yeares with phinens, being exceedingly 
grieved for the lofle of Lycémuiss his fons, and of his brother Iph:- 
clus, he of bis own accord abandoned Arcadiaand Peloponnefus, and 
went into Calidonia,where deftitute of a wife and lawfull children be 
married Deianira, the daughter of Oeness, and fifterto Meleager , Of afetecge 
whom being at that rime dead, it will not be amiffe to fay fomewhat. 
oenexs upona great plenty of corn, factificed to all the Gods , Diana 
only extepted, the Goddeffe incenfed withthis neglect of his, fent a 
mighty Buge Boare into Calidomia, which watted all the country a- 
bout Meleazer, then in the flower of his age and ftrength, affociated 
himfelfe with many other Gallants to hunt this Boare, and having 
killed him, they all with one confent gave him the honor of the day, 
and the {poile of the beaft, which was his skin. Now amoneft them 
shat were at the Hunting was 4zalanta, the daughser of Schavens , 
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with the love of whom Meleager being taken, made a prefent of chat 
skin unto her, as deferving moft glory in che killing of the Boare. 
With this a4 of his, the fons of 7he/tes his mother, Aitheas bre- 
chren, who were part of the company , being much difpleafed, for 


that he had preferred a woman ftranger before them, took it by force 


from her as fhe was returning into Arcadia. Mele ager moved as well 

by love, as the wrong that was done to his honor, refolvedto right 

Atalanta, and therefore defired his Unckles quietly to reftore unto 

ber that which he had given her for areward of her vertue, but they 

utterly refufing fo to do, he fell into fight with them, and killed them 
all; wherewith Althea being much inraged curfed her fon , and be- 
fought the Gods to deprive him of his life, as according co her pray- 
er they did. Somecthere be that feign, how the Deftinies did at the 
birth of, Meleager tell 4lthea in a dreame, chat the life of her fon 
{hould then have an end; whenas a brand that was in the fire fhould 
be quite burned, whereupon fhe took it out, and carefully kepr it for 
the prefervation of him; but being at this crime mightily incenfed for 
the loffe of her brethren, fhe confumed it inthe fire, and fo was the 
caufe of her fon Meleagers deaths for which afterwards very much 
repenting fhe hanged her felf. Whileft chefethings were in agitati- 
on, Hippetus in olcnus, exceedingly wrath at his daughter Peribiaes 
being with-child, although the affirmed chat Mars was the father of 
it, fent her into e£tolia to Orncus, enjoyning him forthwithto make 
her away: Now he having newly buried his wife and his fon, con- 
temned Hrppstus his command, and married her, by whom he had a 
fancalled 7ydeus, but of this more hereafter. Hercules to pleafure 


The courle of ghe Calydonianus, diverting the courfe of the river achelous another 


the river A- 


chelous turned Way, 


rencred many grounds very fertile with the watring thereof. 


by Hercules. Hereupon fome Poets have written,that Hercules fighting with Ache- 


eAmalthaas 
Horn. 


‘Neffus the 


Gentaur offers 


lous in the fhape of a buil, tore off one of his hornes , and gave itto 
the -£:olians, by the name of Amaltheas horne, fora prefent, reple- 
nifhed with all kind of fruits, as Grapes, Apples, and many other 
fuch like. The Poets fiction of Achelous his horn, was no other then 
the cutting a Dike out of the river, and the apples and other fruit,the 
fertility of the grounds, occafioned by the watering they received 
from that Dikes running thorough them, the hardneffe of the horne 
likewife fignified the great labour of Hercules his work in making of 
the Dike. To affift the Calydonians, Hercules warred on the Thefprots, 
and taking their City of Ephira by force, he flew Philews their King, 
but for his daughter, having made her a Captive, he begot Tlepolemus 
of her three years after he was married to De/anira. Ava certain fi up- 
per being fomewhat heated with wine,he for a {mall faule gave Eury- 
nomas, the fon of Architelins, as he was waiting at cable, fuch a blow, 
as he died cherew!th, for which being infinitely grieved he departed 

out of Calidonta, with his wife Deiantra, and Hylus herfon which fhe 

had by him; and travelling on the way, he cameto the river of Ene- 

mus, Where he found Ne//us the Centaur carrying over paflengers for 
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offering av his arrival on the other fide to ravith her , the crying to 
her husband for help, he with an arrovv that was poyfoned with the 
bloud of Hydra, fhot him through the body. Neus thereupon dy- 
ing, told her, that for the love he bore her, he would teach her a re- 
ceit how to make Hercules love no other woman buther felfe, which 
was, that he fhould anoynt his Garment with the bloud chat iffued 
from his wound, and fome oyle mixed together; fhe too credulous, 
after he had yeelded up the Ghoft, did fecretly referve fome of his 
bloud for that ufe accordingly. Hercules having pafled the river, went 
with his Arcadian fonldiers to Seycus, King of Trachinia, where un- 
derftanding chat Philantus , King of the Dryspi, had violated the 
Temple of Apolo at Delphos, he withthe Melienfestook uparmesa- 
gainft him, and having killed him in a battell, drove his people out ; be ele 
oftheir country, and gave all their lands tothe Medsemfes, chen lead- icdge. 

ing away the Kings daughter captive, he had Antilochus by her. He 

begat on Deianira after Hylws, two fons, Glenca, and Diopites. Some 

of the expulfed Dryopi, turning into Enbea built the City of Cary- 

fon; others failing into Cyprvs, fecled themfelves there, the reft con- 

ae in the protection of Ewry(l sews, Hercules his enemy , founded 

in Peloponnefus three Cities, Afine, Hermione, aid Sione. War after- 

wards arifiag between the Dorens , firnamed Eftiowti, over whom 

‘Egineus saigned, and che Lapithe, inhabiting about Mount Olympus, The Lapithe. 
whofe King was Coronus, the fon of Phoronews : the Lapithe pre- 

vailed, whereupon the Doriens had recourfe unto Hercules for fuc- 

cour, promifing himthe third pare of their country in recompenfe 

thereof, which he accepted of, and fo entred into war with tkem a- 

gainft the Lapithe, leading ftill along wich him his Arcadian foul- 

diers that were never from him, by whofe affiftance the Lapithz be- 

ing vanquifhed in a battell, and their King Coronms flain, he expelled 

all {ach ofehem as remained unkilled out ofthe Regson , for which 

che war was undertaken. This done,he configned his promifed third 

part to Egénens in truft tothe ufe of his defcendents, and fo pafling 

into Trachinia, he was challenged by Cyonus the fon of Mars to 2 

fingle combat, wherein he flew him. Then going from fconus, he 

went all along the Sea-coaft to King Ormenias, of whom he demand- 

ed his daughter e-4/idamsia in marriage, but he denying him, becaufe 

he knew that he hadalready Deianira for his wife, Hercules made ak 
war upon him, and having killed che King, and taken his Gity, he 

defoured 4 /tidamia, and begot his fon (t#fippus of her. After thefe 

things he marched with anarmy into ¢£tol:a againft che fons of Ex- 

rythus, for that they had before refufed to give him their fifter Fale 

to wife, and with the help of his Arcadians having flainethem ail, 

namely Texeus, Melion, and Pitins, he casried away Jole with him a 

captive. Out of Euboea, he went up into the mountain called Cine- 

us, and there imcending to offer facrifice , he fent his fervant Lyches 

unto his wife Defanirain Trachinia, to fetch him from her a Gar- 

ment which he was ufedco wearein fuch occafions ; fhe perceiving 

by Lych# the love that her husband bore to Jole, and defiring ta be 
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preferred before all others in his affection , annoynted the Garment 
as the Cenraut had counfelled her. Lychis being ignorant thereof, 
brought it to Herenles, who putting it on, the venom working by lit- 
tle and little upon him, began to torment him with incredible paine, 
wherewith being almoft mad, he firft of all killed £yches the bringer 
of the Garment,then difmiffing his army, he returned into Trachinia, 
where his fickneffe increafing daily more and more upon him » he 
fent Licinins and Iolans unto Delphos, to learn of Apollo fome reme- 
dy for it. Detanira ftrucken with her husbands calamity , and know- 
ing her felfe to be the caufethereof, finifhed her life with an halter. 
Apollo by his anfwer commanded themto carry Hercules wich a wat- 
like train to eta, and there to ere clofe by hima huge pile of wood; 
for the reft, faid he, Jove willtake acare. They vvhich vvere vvith 
fobaus, performing Apolle's command , fufpeéed vvhat vvould fol- 
lovv. Hercules de{pairing of his recovery, got up unto the top of the 
pile of vvood, and defired thofe that vvere about him to fet iron 
fire, vvhich vvhenas none durft do, Philocfetes alone, for the. favour 
which Hercules had fhevved bim in leaving to him his arrowes , put 
fire to it, fuddainly whereupon the pile was in an inftant confumed 
with lightnings from heaven. Folaus going then to gather up his 
bones, there vvere none to he found, fo that believing he was, ac- 
cording to the Oracle, tranflated tothe Gods, they facrificed to him 
as to an Heroe. Afterwards being come back into Trachina, and re- 
lating that vvhich had happened, Menetius, the fon of Adfor, Hercules 
his {pecial friend, infticuted that there fhould be offered up unto him, 
as to an Heroe, every year in Opuntus , a Bull, a Goat, and a Ram: 
The like did the Thebans. The Athenians did firft of all the Greeks 
facrifice unto Hercules as to a God:and fhewing to the reft the exam- 
ple of their piety co him, all Greece firft, and then all other Nations 
after were converted to the worfhip of his Deity. There be fome 
that feign, how Jove perfwaded uno to fay , that fhe had broughe 


- forth Hercules, and that fhe would from thenceforward beare a mo- 


therly love unto him: And they further feign how the manner of hig 
birth was this, chat out of her bed Zuo let him flip down from herto 
the earth, and how afterwards fhe married him to Hebe, whereof the 
Poet writes, faying,that Mercales lived in all delight among(t the im- 
mortall Gods, enjoying Hebe with the dainty feet. Now it is affirm- 
ed, that Hercsles was never received into the number of the twelve 
Gods, as Jupiter had foretold, becaufe it could not be fo, unleffe one 
of the twelve was firft rurned out, that another might be admitted 
into his place, for it would be unjuft that honor fhould be done to 
one God, to the difgrace of another. This is as much as can be {po- 
ken of Hercules, wherefore we will now come to treat of the Argo- 
manis, whom Hercules accompanied in their voyage: 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. IV. 
of the Argonauts, Medea, and she daughters of Peleus. 


T is faid that Z4fon was the fon of «£/on,& nephew to Pelius King 

of Theffaly, ofa ftrong and lufty conftitution of body, and of as 
high fpirit far above any of his age, thought to perform fome memo- 
rable deed, after the example of his predeceffors, efpecially of Per/e- 
us, and of many others, who, he heard had by their foraigne expedi- 
tions, and famous aés, acquired immortall glory, which inflamed 
him with an ardent defire of imitating chem. Wherefore advifing 
with the King his Unkle about it, he incouraged him to the profecu- 
tion of his defigne, no way forthe advancement of the young mans 
glory,but in hope that he would perifh in his enterprize: For, feeing 
himfelf without fons, he feared left ac any time his brother fhould by 
the valour of his fon deprive him of his Kingdome, fo that clofely 
concealing this fufpition of his,he promifed co affift him with ftrong 
forces, if he would undertake 2 voyage to Colchos for the fetching 
from thence by force the golden fleece fo much talked of; and this 
hedid, toexpofe him unto the danger of thofe wild and barbarous 
Nations, who at that time inhabited the country of Pontus, and cru- 
elly made away all {trangers which failed that way. But Jafen, con- 
fidering, thax this propounded enterprize, though difficult, yet was 
not altogether impoffible, and that the greater it was, che more glory 
would redound to him by atchieving ir, prepared all things neceflary 
for the executing thereof. Firft of allthen neerto Pelium he buile a The thip 4y- 
fhip of greater bulk, and better armed, then any had been untill chat S*- 
day, for before that they wholly ufed {mall veflells. Every one ad- 
miring the exceeding greatneffe of this fhip,and che fame thereof be- 
ing {pread over all Greece, many noble youths willingly offered to 
accompany J4/on inthis expedition; whereupon having lanched his 
fhip, and furnifhed ic with all chings neceflary for the voyage, he 
chofe out the worthieft of thofethat defired to go with him, to the 
number of fifty and foure, whereof the moft eminent were Caffor The molt re 
and Pollux, Hercules , Telamon, orpheus , Atalanta the daughter of an Are 
Schenus, che fons of Thefpine, and Iafoshimfelf. The fhip was na- . 
med Argo, from Argothe builder thereof, as ome afhirm; but accor- 
ding to others, from her exceeding {wiftneffe, becaufe the ancients . 
cermed fwift argon. Of allthis company Hfercules was made Cap- evs," 
tain,as he that in every ones judgment did moft excell in courage and Captain. 
ftrength. Then failing from Aphetes,and paffing by Athos & Samo- 
thracia, they were driven by a tempeft to Sigeum neer Troy ; where 
going afhore,they found a virgin tied toa rock, for this caufe,aceord- 
ing to report. They feigne that Neptune built the walls of Troy for 
Laomedon, the King thereof, who refufing to pay him that which he 
had promifed him for his labor, Neptune inraged therewith, fent not 
onely. a fea- moniter which wafted all che places thereabour, but alfo 
a plague chat devoured both man and ty Laomedon being Gite 
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with calamity, confulced with che Oracle of Apollo about it, and was 
anfwered, that the cavfe thereof was Neptunes difpleafure ; which 
would be appeafed, if he expofed a Trojan Virgin yearly to be de- 
voured by the faid Monfter, whereupon lots were caft every year for 
the expofing of one accordingly, and at chat time whenas the Arge- 
nautes chanced to Jand there, it was the lot of Hefione, Latmedons own 
daughter, to be bound unto the rock for the Monfter to devoure, 
whom whenas Hercules faw in that plight, and underftood the 
caufe of it, he prefently unloofed, and then went unto the 
King, offeringto kill the Monfter, upon condition that he would 
give himcertain invincible horfes chat he had, which Laomedon pro- 


_mifing to do, he forthwith deprived the Monfter of bis life. After 


Phineus his 
cruelty againft 
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this, Hercules demanding of Hefiene whither fhe would follow him, . 
or ftay ftill in her country, fhe chofe ratherto go with him, not fo 
much for the bencfit which the had received of him by faving her 
life, as for fear of falling againe into that horrible danger, from 
which fhe had fo lately efcaped. Hercules having received many ho- © 
norable rewards, and left wich Laomedon both Hefione and the Hosfes 
till his return from Colchos, proceeded with the Argonautes on their 
intended voyage, wherein being overtaken with a furious tempeft, 
whenas all che reft were out of all hope of fafety, Orpheus alone, who 
who was skilfull in matters of Religiog, made vows unto the Gods 
of Samothracia for their deliverance out of the perill they were in, 
wherenpon two lights falling on the heads of Caffer and Pollux , the 
ftorm inftantly ceafed. With chis miracle all of them being amazed, 
verily believed, chat the Gods in contemplation of thofe two had 
faved them; whence it comes to paffe, chat fuch as afterwards were in 
any danger at Sea,make vows to the Gods of Samothracia,and thofe 
lights appearing, they afcribed their fafecy to Caffor and Pollux; The 
Sea growing calm, then they failed unto Thracia to the Kingdome 
of Phinews, where they met with two young men, who were whip- 
ped all che way they went as they were lead tobe buried alive; chefe 
were the fons of Phimeus by Cleopatra, the daughter of Boreas ando- 
rithya, but by the hatred and falfe accufations of their mother-in-law 
were unjuftly by their father condemned tothatkind of death. For 
Phineus had alfotaken to wife Idea, the daugheer of Dardanus, King 
of Scythia,of whom being mightily enamored, he did whatfoever the. 
pleafed, and the in revenge of fome violence the youths had offered 
to her inthe behalf of their mother, had drawn her husband to deale 
with chem in that manner. As the Argonautes were beholding fo fad 
a {pectacle, the young men implored their help, and having declared 
their fathers injuftice , chey befoughe them to deliver them from fo 
cruell a fentence. Whileft this was in doing, Phinens coming thither, 
required the Argonautes not to doany thing againft his pleafure and 
decree, for you may be fure , faid he , that no man will punifh his 
children , unlefle their wickedneffe be greater then a fathers love to 
them. Bue there wereaboard the fhip with Hercules the two Borea- 
des, Cleopatra's brothers, who firft of all landing freed the young 
men, 
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men, and kil’ed all thar refifted ; whereupon Phinews charged them 

with his Barbarian forces, but Hercules coming in to their refcue, pyinevsis Main 

flew Phineus and the moft part of them that were with him ; Then by Hercales. 

feizing on the Citie and the Kings Palace,he fet Cleopatra at libertic, 

and reftoring to her fonns their fathers Kingdome, he gave their mo» 

ther in law untotheir difpofe, but when as rhey would have infli@ed 

{ome punifhmenton her, he perfwaded them to fend herto her fa- 

ther, and defire him to cnaftiie her for the wrongs fhe had done 

them ; which they performing accordingly, the Scythian put his 

daughterro death. [am notignorant how fome ancient writers doe 

deliver, that Phinems did put out hisfonns eyes, and that Boreas, in 

reyenge thereof did put out his.Here it was that Hercules left the Ar- 

gonautes LO GOe into Afia again{t the Hydra. Theres much difference 

in Hiftories touching the relation of ancient things, fothat it is not 

to be marvailed at,if in many matters of antiquitie we doe nor agree 

with all Poets and wrirers, [t is faid that the fonnes of Phinews 

committing the govenment of their Kingdome totheir mother Cle- 

opatra, went Out of Thrace with the Argonautes, into the Country 

of Pontus, and that all of them together failed unto Taurica Cher(o- 

nefus, being utterly ignorant of the crueltie of the mhabitants 

thereof; for, ic was their cuftome to {acrifice unto Diana all ftran- why the rau 

gers that arrived on their coaft : And itis further faid that Iphe= tii uled 20 fa- 
. feet: SOUR crifiee ftran- 

gema came afterwards to bee the Prieit of that Goddefle among pers, 

them, and did ufe to killthe men that were taken upon her Als 

tar, Nowthe prefent Hiftory doth require that wee flhouldde- 

clare the caufé ot this manner of facrificing of ftrangers, efpecially 

for that the Avgomautes touching there doth leade us into it) The 

report goes, that Sol begot two fonnes Aeta and Perfes : Aleta 

reigned in Cholchus, and Perfes in Taurica Cherfonefus ; both of 

them-were cruell and fierce. 

Of Perfes came Hecate, who furpaffed her father in audactout: wecate; 
neffe and inhumanitie; for, delighting in the death of men, fhee 
flaughtered them with her arrowes as if they had beene wilde 
beafts, and applying ail her {tudy and endeavour to the compoun- 
ding of deadly poyfons ; fhee was the firft chat found out Aconi- 
tum, making tryall of the force and nature of every poyfon in 
meates, which fhee gave to ftrangers : Being growne skilfull 
therein, fhee poyfoned her Father, then taking his Kingdome 
into her hands, fhee dedicated a Temple to Diana, unto whom 
fhee facrificed all ftrangers that chanced to arrive there, thinking 
to render her name the more famous in future time for fuch her 
crueltie. 

After this thee marricd her uncle Aeta, and by him had three 
children, Circe, Medea, ard Akgtaleus. Circe, giving her felfe to eirce. 
the knowledge of poyfons, diicovered fundry wonderfull virtues 
of many herbes and rootes, and although fhee was inftructed by 
her mother Hecate in divers of them, yet found (hee out fo many 
newones, that fhee furp :ffed all others therein. This Carce being 
wedded to the King of rhe Sarmatians, which by fome are called 
Ll Scythians , 
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Scythians, firtt of all bereaved her husband of his life with poy- 
fon, then feized on his Kingdome, and vexed her {ubjects 
with much violence and crucltie; tor which being expelled 
from her State, fome writers fay, that fhe fled with thofe women 
which followed her, to a certain Iland in the Ocean; but 
according to orhers, that fhe went into Italy , and feated 
her felt in that promontorie,which now is called Civceam, 

Medea. Medea likewile throughly inftructed, as well by her mother, as 
her fifter, in all kinde of Sorcery and poyfons was yertarre diffe. 
rent from them in difpofition ; for the delivered {trangers from 
the peril of lofing their lives, and many times with prayers in- 
tetceding her father for the faving of condemned perfons, yea, 
fhe her felf often freed fic as were caft into prifon. Ic is faid, 
that Aeta, both by his own inclination and his wives per{wafion, 
obferved the cruel cuftome of killing ftrangers. Medea, continu. 
ing daily more and more adverfe to her fathers crueltie, was there. 
fore committed by him to fate cuftody, but e{caping from her 
Keepers , the fled to the Temple of the Sunne chat was feaced on 
the Sea fhore, at fuch time as the Arzonantes arrived there, and 
by fortune meeting with her, fhe acquainted them with her ta- 
thers wicked. cuftome of facrificing firangers ; Whereupon coms 
mending her humanity, they plainly made known umo her the 
caufe of their comming thither, and fo farre prevailed with her, 
that fhe promifed to affift them in the executing of their enterprize, 

Fafon takes upon condition that Fafon would ingage himfelf by oath, to take 

Medeato wil: her to wife, which he performing, they went with her inthe nighe 
to the Golden-fleece : Now for the better underftanding of what 
this was, our prefent Hiftory requires that we fhould omit nothing 
that may conduce to the full knowledge thereof. 

OftheGole They write that Phrixus, the fonne of Athamas,to avoid the 

den-Hecce. - wicked plots and treachery of his mother-in-law, fled wich his fitter 
Helle out of Greece, and being tran{ported according to a certain ~ 
Oracle of the Gods, from Earope into fiz, upon the back of the 
golden-Ramme, the virgin fellinto the Sea, and fo gave the name 
of Hellepont unto it. Phrixws paffing through to the Country of 
Pontus, came to Colchis, where according to an Oracle he {a 
crificed the Ramme, and hung up the skinne of itin the Temple of 
Mars. 

Long after, deta reigning in Pontus, had this anfwer from the 
Gods, That he fhould then dye, when as the Golden-fleece fhould 
bee taken away by ftrangers coming thither : For this caufe, and 
carried alfo by his own natural! crueltie, he facrificed all for- 
raigners that fell into his hands, to the end that the fame of fach 
wickedneffe fhould terrifiethem from arriving there, with all hee 
compaffed the Temple round about with a ftreng wail, and pla- 
ced for a guard thereof confiding men, which he fent for from 
Taurica, of whom ftrong fables have beenc invented by the Greeks, 
for they report that there were Buls about the Temple which brea- 
thed forth fire at their mouths and noftrils, anda dragon befides 


fer 
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fos the guard of the Fleece : But thetruth is, that the name of Bulls 
was derived from the ftrengrh of rhe guard, and fromthe cruell exe- 
cution of ftrangers, the Bulls breathing out of fire. In like manner, 
by the Dragon which kept the Temple, the Poets fignified the mer- 
vailous nature of that creature ; as alfo that which they feigned of 
Phryxus was , that he failed ina hip that was called the Ram from 
the figure of one which was fixedonthe fore-deck thereot, and Hel. 
des falling from the back of it, was no other, but that being Sea fick, 
and holding het head over the fide of the fhip, to vomir, fell over 
board and {0 was drowned. 
Others affirme that Gambrus , King of the Scythians, coming to 
Colchos, at fuch timeas Phrixus with his Tutorwere there made pri- 
foners, fell into a great lyking of the youth, and having received 
him as a prefens from. Aeta, hee brought him up as his legitimate 
fonne, and left his kingdome to him; As for his Tutor ( whofe 
hame was Ramme ) hee was {acrificed to the Gods, and his skinne 
ficaed off from his body, was according to the cuftome, hung up in 
the Temple. Then touching thean{were given him, that he ithould 
die, when as the skinne of the Ramme fhould bee ftolne away by 
ftrangers, they fay that the King, having placed a guard aboui the 
Temple, caufed it to bee gilt all over, that they might bee the 
more diligent in keeping it: But let the readers hereof judge of 
thefe things asthe pleafe ; howfoever tiey deliver, that Medea con- 
ducted the Argonautestothe Temple of Mars, diftant from the re- 
gall Citic of Sybarus feventy furlongs, whither being come, fhee 
called to the guard, in the Taurick language, who thereupono- 
pening the gates unto her, as to the Kings daughter, they entred to- 
gether with her into the Temple » and drawing forth their Swords, 
they killed many of the Barbarians ; the reft, terrified with that fud- 
daine furprife, betaking themfelves to flight, the Argonauts carried The drgo- 
away the golden-Fleece, and with ail {peede returned towards their nantes get the 
Ship. They farther fay thar Medea deftroyed the dragon that kepr the Golden-tleece. 
Fleece, and, asthey feigne, never flepr, with poyfor. Now news 
being brought, by thew that fied, to King Aeta of whar had paft, he 
inftantly, with fuch forces ashe had, purfued the Greekes, and find- 
ing them on the Seashore, he entred inco fight with them, where at 
the firft encounter Iphidws, the brother of Ewriftheus was {laine ; but 
all the reft of the Argonauts coming in, the King himfelfe was killed 
by Meleager, fo that the Greekes prevaviing, thofe of C olebos were ut- 
terly deteated with a mighty flaughter. Howbeir the chiefeft of 
them were wounded, namely Fafon, Laertes, Atalanta, andthe Thef- 
piade , who ina few dayes were, by Medea cured with herbs and 
rootes ; after their recovery they fet fayle, and being in the midft of 
the Pontick Sea, they were taken with a furious tempelt , which 
upon vows made to the Gods of Samethrace by orpheus, as before, 
foon feafed : Then clofe by their Ship appeared the SeazGod Glau- EY aise oo 
cus, who fortwo dayes and two nights rogether continually accom- cells to Heren- 
panied them, and foretold the aéts which Hercules should perform, ele fore 
and his immortalitie,as alfo that the Tyadarides should have the ho- Bocaiiee 
Ll? nor 
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not of Gods attributed to them by men. Afterwards having cal- 
ledtoevery one of the Argonamtes by their feveral] names, and de- 
clared that he was fent to them by the Gods, upon Orpheus his pray- 
er, he counfelled them, as foon as ever they came back into their 
Country, to perform the vows they had made unto the Gods for 
their cwice recovered fafetie. When as the Argonantes were artived 
at the mouth of Pontws, they made tothe land, where By<antws then 
reigned, from whom the Citie of Byzantium hath taken its name 5 
and building an Altar there after they had facrificed unto the Gods, 
they confecrated the place, which to this day is {till worthipped by 
failers : Then putting to Sea again,they paffed through Prepontis and 
the Hellepont to the coalt of Troy, where being arrived, Hercules lent 
his brother Iphiclus and Telamen to Laomedon tor Hefione and the 
horfes; but he, inftead of delivering them unto him according 
to his promife, caft the meffengers into prifon, and fought by trea- 
chery to deftroy the reft of the Argonantes, and to this perfidious 
dealing of his, did all his fonnes content, faving Priamus, who alone 
ftood ftiffly for the performance of their promife co the Greeks, and 
the deliverie of his fifter and the horfes to Hercules : whereunto {ee- 
ing they would by no means agree, it is faid, that Préamus clofely 
conveyed two {words unto Teéamon in the prifon, and declaring un- 
to him his fathers wicked purpofe, willed them to fhift for them- 
felves, whereupon flaying their keepers, they ficd to their compa- 
nions,unto whom they dilcovered Laomedons defigne,and fo they all 
martched againft the King, that wich all his forces was fet forth out 
ofthe Citie againft them. Falling chen into fight with one another, 
the Argonantes prevailed, and Hercules, bravely demeaning him(elf, 
killed Laomedon, after which taking the Citic by force, and fetling 
Priamus as ajuft man, and their friend, inthe Kingdome,they depar- 
ced from thence. | 

Many of the ancient Poets deliver, that Hercules alone, and not in 
the company of the Argonaates, went with fix fhipps forthe reco- 
verie of his horfes, and took Troy, and fo much Homer affirms in his 
verfes, writing that Hercules, to be revenged of Laomedon for de- 
frauding him of his horfes, failed unto Troy with fix fhips anda few 
forces,and facked it. Howfoever,it is faid, that the Argonauts parting 
ftom Troy, arrived in Samothracia, where paying their vows tothe 
Gods, they left their offering Cupps inthe Templethere, which 
are kept to this prefent. Now their return being as yet unknown to 
the Theffalians, and the report flying about, that all which accompa- 
nied Fafon intothe country of Pontus were flain, Pelias thinking ita fit 
timetoremove all thofe that might any way pretend tothe King- 
dome, firft of all compelled Fafons father to drink Bulls blood; 
then made away his brother Promachus, being but a child, and 
condemned his mother Alumede to death, who flying into the 
innermoft. parts of the Royall Palace, and there befeech- 
ing the Gods to revenge fuch impietie, with a manly courage, 
worthy of eternall memory, fhe ran her felf through with 
a f{word. Pelias having commitred thefe horrible crimes, was 


not 
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not long without receiving condigne punifhment; for zafon coming 
fecretly in the night to ormss, a place not far from the City of Fol- 
chas, underftood the cruell murcher of his parents , whereupon the 
Argonautes promifed co affift him all that ever they could to revenge 
the fame, and being ready prepared to perform as much, they entred 
into confulcation, whither they fhould faddainly fall uponthe Gity, 
and unawares aflail the King with armes, or rather every man return 
co hisown home, and raifing what power they might co joynall ina 
common war together againft him, becaufe it feemed a matter almoft 
impoffible with only fifty and three men, that they were, to prevaile 
over him that hadfuch forces as he had in the City. Now whileft 
they were in this debate, it is faid, that Medea interpofing her felf, of- 
fered to deftroy Pelias by a wile,and deliver up theRoyal Palace unto 
chem without danger. Atthis {peech of hers they very much won- 
dring, demanded of her how fhe wvould effect ir, whereunto fhe an- 
{wered, chat fhe had brought along wich her many forts of poyfon 
of ftrange and admirable vertue, found out, as well by her mother 
Hecate, as her fitter Circe, whereof yet fhe never had made ufe before 
co the deftruction of any man, but now, if they pleafed, the would 
imploy them to revenge upon Pelias his horrid wickedneffe; then ha- 
ving acquainted them with what fhe meant todo, fhe told them fur- 
cher, that the bufinefle oncedone,, fhe would give a figne thereof 
froma Tower of the Palace to {uch as they fhould appoint to at- 
tend for it, by fmoak intheday, and firein the night. The Argo- 
natites well approving of this plot, c4edea caufed an hallow image 
of Dianato be made, wherein fhe hid many feverall kinds of poyfons 
then with certain medicines turning her hair all white, and her face 
and body fo wrinkled, chat fhe feemed co bea very old woman, fhe 
cook that ftatue of Dzava , and as her Prieft went with it in an un- 
-couth manner tothe City, whereall the people running out to gaze 
upon her, as fome ftrange {pectacle, fhe exhorted themto receive and 
worfhip che Goddeffe in all humility, being come as far as the 
Hyporboriens forthe good of their Kingand City: Whereupone- 
very one adoring the Goddeffg, the whole multitude led Medea along 
madly tothe Royal Palace of Pelies, whowas fo ftrucken with fu- 
perfticion and amazement, occafioned by Medea’s delufions, chat 
both he and’his daughters were verily perfwaded this Goddefle was 
come unto them for the happineffe of his State, the rather, becaufe 
fhe affirmed, thar Diana, drawn through the air by Dragons, had 
compafied moft parcofthe world, and at laft was arrived there of 
purpofe that fhe might be continually worfhipped * him, who was 
the moft pious of Kings; and that fhe wascommanded by the God- 
deffe to convert Pelius hisold age with’certain drugs into youth, 
that fo he might enjoy a bleffed long life, and acceptable to the 
Gods. The King marvelling “at her {peech , willed Medea to make 
fome fuch rriall upon her felfe, as might induce him to give credit 
co what fhe faid: Thereupon fhe defiredto have faire water to be 
brought unto her, wherewith chen fhuteing her felfe up ina cham- 
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ber, fhe annoynted her body all over with the ‘juice of certain 
herbs, by the power whereof fhe returned to her former eftare , 
ghich when the King and his daughters beheld, they were mighti- 
ly aftonifhed at it, forthey believed, that an old withered woman 
could not become a faire young maid, without fome great and {peci- 
all providence of the Gods, Moreover it is faid, that Medea with her 
inchanements made Pelsas fee the fhape of the Dragons in the ayre, 
which the faid, had brought her chither; fochat upon the fight of all 
chefe things which Medea had wrought above the courfe of nature, 
he no Jonzer doubted but that fhe {fpake che truth, and therefore com- 
manded his daughters punctually to obferve and do whatfoever fhe 
willed; for thinking it not fic to commit the managing of fuch a my- 
{tery to fervants, he vvould have them alone to take the care of it up- 
on them, and in every thing concerning him, diligently to obey Me- 
dea, vvhothe next night, vvhenas Pe/ius vvas pare to bed, told his 
daughters, that for the effecting of that fhe had promifed , chey muft 
boile cheir father ina brazen Cauldron, vvhich they refufing, unleffe 
fhe would firft by fome experiment demonftrate unto them, that they 
might fafely do it, fhe took a ram that had been bred up tame in the 
houfe, and dividing it into four quarters, boyled it fo long with cer- 
tain drugs, till co cheir feeming fhe brought forth out of the Kettle 
ayoung Lamb. Hereupon giving full credit unto her, they vvent all 
and cut their fathers throat, only 4/ce/te out of her nacurall affe@tion 
and piety to him, vvould have no hand in it, Pelins being thus made 
avvay, Medes vvould not fuffer his daughters to eut his body in pie- 
cesand boile it, feigning that certain vovves vvere firft to be made 
unto the Moon, to vvhich end fhe caufed them to go up vvith her to 
the top of the Palace vvith burning torches in their hands, vvhere 
co {pin out. time, making along fpeech in. the Taurick tongue, fhe 
gave the Argonautes the fign for the executing of their enterprife, 
who feeing the burning light appearing from the Tower, and judg- 
ing that che King was dead, ran with all {pecd into the City , and fo 
marched with cheir {words drawnto the Royal Palace, where they 
killed all hae withftood them. Pelis his poor daughters being come 
down to go and boil their father, and finding Fafon, and the reft of 
the 4rgonantes fo much againft their expectation mafters of the Pa- 
lace, were fo mightily afflicted with their cruell misfortune, for that 
they could neither revenge cMedea's vile deed uponher, nor recall 
that was paft, as they would have killed shemfelvess but 4/on mo- 
ved with pity kept them from doing fo, by telling them with com- 
fortable words, that they had not offended cither willingly, or our 
of malice, but meerly through error, wherefore he bad them be of 
good cheer, for he would eakea fpeciall careto beftow chem well in 
marriage. Then calling the people together, be declared unto them 
the caufe of what he had done, and that the revenge he had taken was 
far fhort of that which Pelius his impiety had deferved. Afterwards 
he fecled upon 4caftius she fon of Peliw, his fathers Kingdome, and 
committed his fifters to his charge to be maintained by him accord- 
ing 
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ing co their dignity, untill fuch time as he fhould performe his pro- 
mife unto chem, which not long after he did; for he married them all 
comen of great quality, 4lceSethe eldeft to Admetus of Theffalia; 
the fon of Pheretas, Amphinome to Arobremonus, the brother of Lean- 
teus, and Evadie to Oeneur, the fon of Cephatss, then King of Phocis, 
Theferhings finifhed, he went wich the Argenautes to the Ifthmus of 
Peloponnefus, where havin facrificed to Neptune, he dedicated the 
fhip Argo unto him. The fame of him being now fpread all abroad, 
he repaired to Creow King of Corinth; with whom he lived fome 
ume. The Argovautes thinking to return into theit countryes , were 
perf{waded by Hercules todo one memorable thing beforethey parc- 
ed, which was to celebrate certain Games and Turnaments in fome 75s infinui- 
? ; ; on ofthe ©. 
place commcdious forall Greece,to the honor of Olympick Fove, tympick 
the chiefeft of the Gods , and withall exhorted them co take an Games. 
oath to be aiding to one another, when need fhould require, where- 
unto all of chem confenting, Hercules by their order chofe out a plot 
of ground in the’country of the Eleans, neer tothe river of Alpheus 
for the aflembly to meet in, where horfe-races, wraftling, and other 
exercifes were inftituted, which afterwards were called Olympick 
Games, and whereunto the molt eminent perfons of Greece ufually 
reforted. The glory and fame of Hercules increafing, many out of c¢- 
very City fought his friendthip, offering to accompany and follow 
himin all manner of dangers; fo chat in a fhore time he made upa 
great army, wherewith ruining over moft pare of the world, for his 
infinite benefits conferred on men, he merited inamortality. Bur the 
Poets given to fables, ftrangely feign, that Hercales alone,and naked, 
went along fubduing all che Monfters of the earth. Now let us return 
to fafow. He, fay the Gorinthians,lived ten years with Medea, and be- 
got on her four fons, Didyrsus, Theffalus, Alcimenus, Thifander, in all ib ee aud ca 
which time fhe was in great efteem with her husband, not only for rent ane 
her beauty, wherein fhe excelled; but alfo for her prudence,and other 
vertues wherewith fhe was adorned; but after that, growing fome- 
what in years , Ja/on fell in love with Glauca, the daughter of Creon, 
and demanded her in marriage of her father, who giving his confent 
thereunto, and appointing a certain day for their Nuptialls, Ja/on 
would have perfwaded Medea toa voluntary divorce, alledging that 
he fought thac wife not out ofany concempt of her, but that he might 
have children by her to inherit Creoss Kingdome. Medea took this in 
very ill page, and called the Gods to witneffe of the oaths and vewes 
he had rade unto her, nevertheleéfle Ja/os forgetting all that was pat 
wedded Creons daughter,& would have expelled Medea prefently out 
of the City; tut having obtained one days refpite more of Creon,ard 
vvith certain drugs changed her countenance, fhe got into the Royal 
Palace by night: and fet icon fire with acertain root, found out by aredes fers 
Circe, of fuch vertue, thac wharfoever it fired, could never be extin- 67627" Ps 
guifhed. The Palacethen being allof a light fame, Zafon they fay 
hardly efcaped out of it, bur Creon and Glance were confumed there- 
With. Some writers report, that Medea’s fons prefented the Bride 
Mm with 
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with gifts that were poyfoned, which made her inftantly to fall fick, 
and her father coming to comfort her, hadno fooner imbraced her 
in his arms, but both of them died out of hand. Afedea nor farisfied 
herewith, and fully bent to be revenged on afon, ({o much did anger, 
jealoufie, and cruelty prevail with her) whenas: fhe heard that he had 
faved himfelf from the fire, fhe to torment him the more, andadd to 
his affliction, made avvay his fons, for fhe cut the throats ofiall her 
children, except of one that fled avvay from her, and buried their 
bodies in the Temple of Fune, then making out. of Corinth by night 
wvith certain confidents of hers, fhe vvent unto. Hercules ar Thebes, 
defiring bim, as one vvho vvas a. furery for the performance of the 
promifes made her in Colchos, that be yyould 'fuccour her. vwhich 
he ingaged himfelfe accordingly to dos ffon bereft of his vvife and 
‘afer kills children, and every one judging him vvorbily plagued, vyas nos a- 
himfelf.  bleto fupport his misfortunes, and therefore killed himfelf. The Co- 
rinchians aftonifhed with fo many horrible accidents, and doubting 
of the Sepulcher of Lafoxs fons, {cnt fome to the Oracle of Apollo, 
to inquire vvhat vvas become cf them, the God made anfwer ) chat 
they were interred in Juno's Temple, and withall commandedsthem 
to worfhip chem wih the honor of Heroes: After this, 7 he/falxs; who 
had preferved himfelf from his mothers fury , returned to Corinth, 
vhefuus, and fromthence went to Jolchus, his fathers country, where fiading 
frog fon gall the fons of Pelins newly dead, he as next Heir took the Kingdom 
Lane i upon him, and called his Subjects after his own name Theffalians. 
But many are of another opinion touching chat naming of theThefla- 
lians,as we wil deliver hereafter in its due piace; Medea being cometo 
Thebes. found. Hercules mad, and cured him with certain medicines 
which fhe ufed unto him; then perceiving that by the command: of 
Eury/tbewss he could not affitt her, the went to Agens King of Athens, 
who fome fay begot on her a fon, called Medse. that afterwards 
raigned over Media. Others affirme, that fhe was there, accufed by 
Ippets, and abfolved, but The/eus coming thither, fhe was charged 
with witchcraft, and thereupon compelled to abandon Athens, and 
that Azeus promifing to fee her fafely conveighed to wharfoever 
place fhe would, fhe made choice of P/ enicia, whither being tran- 
{ported, the paffed from thence into the higher parts of Afia , where 
(he met with a certain renowned King, by whom fhe had a fon named 
Medus, who fucceeding after his fathers deceafe to his Kingdome, 
erew tobe avery mighty Prince, and called his Subje&s after his 
own name, Medes. The Tragedians afterwards publifhed many 
ftrange and wonderfull things of c%edea , fome in favour of the A- 
thenians affirmed, that Medea having had Medws by Aigeus , carried 
him fafely to (o/chos, where finding her father Aetes expelled from his 
Kingdom by her brother Per/es,the killed him, and placed’ her fon 
Medus init, who increafing in power,ran over many parts of A/ia be- 
yond the country of Pontus,and fubdued that fame, which from him 
was called Media. Now torecite all that is written of Medea would 
be too Jong, and unneceffary, wherefore we will add that which re- 
maines more to be fpeken af che Argonautes. For there are not a few, 
as 
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as well anticnt as later writers, amongft whom is alfo Times, which 
deliver, chat che Argonautes after their ftealing away of the golden 
Fleece, being arrived at the mouth ‘of Pontusyaiftrange thing befell 
them, and worthy of hiftory. For failing up the river of Tanais, to Fhe navigsti- 
che very head of it, they carried their thip over Jand to anothersiver, Sis te 
-by the current whereof they were broughtintothe North Ocean; af- 
ter chat leaving the land on the left hand they.came to the Gades, and 
entring‘into our Sea, returned'into their country 3 and for a proofe 
thereof; they fay, hac fome Inhabitants upon the Ocean do amongft 
the Gods chiefly worfhip (-4/for and Pollux, for'they' have it by tradi- 
on from antient times, that thofe Gods are ever prefent with them 
chat fail inthe Ocean. There aré-manyplaces alfo about the. Ocean 
which have taken fewerall names, as well from the Argonautes:,. as 
fromthe Diofcuri. Moreover the continence that lies betweene the 
Gades, retains expreffe marks of their returne, for failing ncer to the 
Tyrthene Sea,they arrived at an Ifland called Aichalia,where the beft 
Port that was:in it was from their fhip called Argoon, which name 
it retains untill chisday. In like manner there is another Port upon 
the Tyrrhene Sea, fome fourfcore furlongs from Rome, firnamed Te- 
lamon. Furthermore, there is nigh to. the City of Formia. in Italy 
AReta, now called Cazeta, The Argonautes being afterwards driven 
by the winds to the Syrtes, or quick- fands‘on the Lybick fhore, they 
were forevvarned by Tritonus the King of Lybia of the danger they 
were in, for an acknovvledgement vvhereof they prefented him with 
athree-foored Cauldron of braffe, having ancient letters ingraven 
on it, vvhich they fay is {till extant amongft the Hefperians. Neither 
doth that feem fico be omitted by me; which fome wvriters deliver 
for atruth, namely, that the Argonautes paffing thorough one of the 
mouths of the river of Ifter, came into the Adriatick Gulph;but they 
are convinced by time, vvhich think, that Ifter difimbogues it felfe 
by feverall mouths into the Sea of Pontus, and that one of them falls 
into the Adriatique; forthe Romans making vvar on thofe Nations 
that inhabit about Ifter, found by experience, that the mouth of that 
river vvas forty furlongs diftant from the Adriatick Gulph. But the 
likeneffe of rivers names minifters occafion of error to vvrirers. 
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_ CHAP. V. | 
of Hercules bis Sons and Nephews. 


Aving written of the Argonauts, and of the acts of Herenles, 

ve will now fpeak of his fons, who after the death of their fa- 

ther made their abode in Trachina with King Ceicus , where when 
as Hylws and foms of his brethren were come to mans eftate,Eury/the- 
us fearing left the reft alfo being arrived at the fame age, they would 
deprive him of the rule of -Mycana,, and therefore defiring to drive 
them out of Greece, threatned co make war on Ceiws, unieffe he 
would expell out of his territories the Heraclide, Licymsnius his fons, 
Joalws, and all the Arcadians, that:had formerly ferved under Hercu- 
les. Now they finding themnfelves much inferior to Ewryftheus in 
power, voluntarily abandoned Trachina, and went unto many noble 
cities, defiring chem to receivechems butall che reft out of feare re- 
fufing fo todo, the Athenians alone, out of their naturall humanity, 
entertained chem, and gave themche city of Trycorython, which 
hath co name Tetrapolis, to inhabitio. Afterwards whenasiall Her- 
cules his fons were grown men, and indued with thofe parts which 
might be expected from thofethat were de{cended of fuch a father, 
Eury/theus, envy ing their profperity, marched with a great army a- 
gainftthem. The Heraclide fupported by the Athenians,and having 
Jolaus, Thefens,and Hriws for cheir Leaders, fer forth to incounterhim, 
and ina battell overcame Ear: /thexs, who therein loft very many of 
his men, and he himfelf, fying away.inhis chariot, was by Hilus, the 
fon of Hereules, flain. All the fons of Esry/fhees fell alfo ‘in the 
fight. The Heraclide, having obtained fo notable a victory of Eu- 
ryfthens, profecuted the war under the conduct of Jelaus,: againtt 4- 
tress, who after the death of Esry(theus had feized vpon th King- 
dome of Mycoenas and affociacing himfelf with the Tegeates, and 
fome other confederates, went forth toincounter the fons of Heres- 
les; Botharmies then affronting one another at Ifthmus, Hilss chal- 
lenged any one of the enemies fide to a fingle combat, upon this 
condition, that if he prevailed, Ewryitheus hiskingdome fhould be 
yeelded up unto the fons of Hercules, but if he were overcome, then 
fhould not the Heraclide come within the fpace of fifty yeares into 
Peloponnefus: Echemus, king of the Tegeates, accepted of the chal- 
lenge, and killing Hélus, the Heraclide, according to the agreement, 
defifted from their enterprize, and returned unto Trycorython. A while 

after Licymaius, with fome of Hercules his fons,and Tlepolemus went 
unto the Argives, whowillingly received them: The reft which 

continued in Trycorythen, after the expiration of the. forementioned 

fifty years, paffed again into Peloponnefus ; as fhall be related in its 

duetime. Alcmena, being gone from Thebes,: vanifhed away and 

was never feen more; wherefore the Thebans worfhipped her as a 

Goddeffe. The refidue of the Heraclide, being put in poffeffion of 

their fathers inheritance by Ee¢/mins, thefon of Doras, unto whom 

Hercules 
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Hercules had committed it in truft , ferled themfelves in Doria, Tlepo- 
lemus falling at ods with Lycimnins, was by him laine, by reafon 
whereof he fled from rgos to Rhodes, which Ifland was at thactime 
inhabired by Greeks, whom Triopatus the fon of Phorbas brought 
thither, and had with the common confent of themall divided it in- 
to three parts, wherein he buile three Cities, Lindws, Yaly(us, and Ca? 
mirus, and ruling over the whole Ifland, he went at laft with Aga- 
memanon to the wat of Troy. 


Of Thefeus and his ad?s, 


Frer we have difcourfed of the fons of Hercules , the next of 

whom we will treat is Thefews : He was the fon of e£geus, and 
eZsora, the daughter of Pithews, by whom he was brought up inthe 
City of Troezen, where having found, as the Poets feign, certaine 
Tokeos which his father «4gews had hid under a ftone, he went to A- 
thens, & going from thence to Sea,he in imitation of Hercules,applied 
his mind to fuch actions, as might acquire him glory and praife. The 
firft encerprize he undertook, was the ridding the world of Corynetes, 
a famous robber, who had his name from Coryna, that is a club, with 
which weapon he ufed to beat out che brains of paffengers. The fe- 
cond was one Siném in Peloponnefus, who bending two trees toge- 
ther, and tying to each of them a mans arm, let them go, and {0 tore 
the body in funder with terrible pain. The third was the killing ofa 
wild Boare in Crommyon, which had been the death of many a gal- 
lant man ; hecutoff Scyronalfo, that inhabited thofe places about 
Megara, which from him were called the Scyronian ftones; this fame 
compelled travellers to caft themfelves downe from an high preci- 
pice, and other whiles carried men up toa fteep rock neer to Chelo- 
ne, and with his foot kicked them into the Sea. Moreover he bereft 
Cercyon of his life neer to Elenfina, who fetting upon paffengers, mur- 
thered all chat he overcame: After that he flew Proeru/fes, who lived 
in that part of Attica, named Curdalus, he forced travellers to lye 
down upon a certain bed that he had, and if they were longer then 
it, he cut off as much of their legs as reached beyond the bed; and if 
they were fhorter then it, he ftretcched out their limbs with a rack 
till they were even therewith , from which his doing he was fir- 
named Precru(tes, Thefe acts performed, and returning to Athens, he 
was known to his father by the Tokens he brought. Then having 
fubdued the Marathonian Bull, which Hercules tranfported out of 
Crete into Peloponnefus, he led itto Athens, where it vvas confe- 
crated by eaiges to Apollo. It refts for us now to {peak of the Mino- 


taure which Thefens killed, and was the accomplifhment of his ats: Ofthe mins. 
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Thefeus, and 
lis acts, 


Bur firft, for the beccer explanation of our hiftory, it behoves us to “*”” 


fay {omething of the times, vvhich vvere moft contiguous to thofe 
vvhereof vve have already treated. Tec#amus, andthe fons of Wele- 
nus, who defcended from Descalion, together with the Aeolians and 


Pelafgiens, arrived in Crete, and became Lords of the Ifland, where 
| Tecta- 
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Techamustook Creta to, wife, and by her had his fon 4ferius, during 

whofe reigned, € rete iapter (as they fay) brooghe Earepa our of 
Phoenicia upea a,Bull thicher, and begot of her three fons, Minos. 

Rhadamanthusjand Sarpedon. Afferius after this, wanting children, 

married Europa, and adopting Joves fonsy left his kindom unto them, 

Of«hefe three RAadamanthws pave lawes unto the Cretans, and Minos; 
taking the kingdom uponhim, wedded Irone,the daughter of Ly éfins, 
which brought him forth a fon, named Lycafkass he's reigning like- 
wife in Crete, had by his wife #da, the daughter of Corybantus, a fe- 
cond Minos, whom miny afirmto bethe fon of ove, This fame did 
firft of all che Greeks, fering forth a fleet, obtain the dominion of 
chefea, and martying Pafiphae, the daughter of they Sun and Creta, 
had by her Deusalion, Crateus, Androgeits; Ariadne, and many @ther 
childien. | Androzeus, going co Athens,and overcoming all that con- 
cended with him in any kind of Game, grew into familiar acquain- 
tance with the fons of Palantis. Now e&geus , fearing that they 
thorough this their friencth'p with Androgens might get aid of Minos 
coexpell himourof his kindome, laid fuch 2 plot, that Androgens, 
travelling cowards Thebes, to fee acertain famous fight there, was 
by fome, inbabiting about Ince in Attica, made away. Minos , 
much gricved for theloffe of his fon, came to Athens, requiring that 
che muitherers,of bim-might be puntfhed , but receiving no fatisfa- 
ction, he denounced wak againft the Athentans,and withal] befought 
the Gods to iplague them with droughtand famine; whereupon a 
dearth enfuing both in the country of Actica, and over all Greece,the 
Commandersithereof confultced with the Oracle to know how this 

mi(chief might\be averted from them, ‘Phe God willed them to re- 
pair unto Aacus, the fon of Jove and Agina, the daughter of U4 fo- 
pus, and.defire him to offer facrifice for them,which accordingly per- 
formed by him, the dearth ceafed in all: the other parts of Greece,on- 
ly che Achentans were ftill affiéted with it; fo that they were com- 
peiled to have recourfe again unto the God for aremedy of fo eric- 
vous a calamity. They were anfwered, that then they fhould be 
freed from ic, when as they fhould give unto Mizos {uch fatisfaétion 
for the death of Androgens as he pleafed to demand. The Athenians 
yeclding obedience thereunto, Mos injoyned them to fend him year- 
Jy as-a tribute feven Noblemens fons to be devoured of the Minoraur 
fo long as he lived ; which being done,the dearth ceafed, and AZinos 
defifted from watring on them: .But failing afterwards in paying this 
tribute, 44inos paffled with a great army intothe country of Atttica, 
and required double as many as he had before, which were delivered 
unto him, aad amongft the reft it was Thefcus his lot co be one, who 
put his father in hope of his killing the Monfter , and efcaping the 
danger with much honor. But Aigeus, doubting the wortft, charged 
the mafter of the fhip, wherein Thefens was to be tranfported into 
Crete, that if bis fon returned profperoufly with good fucceffe , he 
fhould fecup a white flag for a token thereof, and pull down the 
black, wherewith they went forth as mourners. Thefens, being arri- 


ved 
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vedin Crete, Ariadze, the daughter of Minos, exceeding] y taken wich: sriadne, 
his gallant demeanour, and comlineffe of perfon, inftructed him how 
to kill che Minotaurjand get out of the Labyrinth. All which having 
executed by her counfell and direction, he fecretly ftole away by 
night, and carrying Ariadne along with him, he came by fea tovan’ 
Ifland, heretofore called Dia, but now Naxos, where, itis faid, Bac- 
chus; being mightily furprized wich the beauty of Artadne,conveigh- 
ed her away from Thefews, and made her his wife , whom he fo infi- 
nitely loved, that after her death he dicnified her with the honor of 
immortality, and placing her inheaven, he turned her into a crown 
of ftars, bearing hername. Now they fay, chat the matter of the 
fhip, wherein The/fess returned, was fo exceedingly troybled with the 
loffe of the virgin, shat he forgor Aigews his:command >and cameto 
Athens with a black flag which Aigens perceiving from an high tow- 
er, thought his fon was dead, and therefore, overcome with forrow, 
threw himfelf down headlong, dnd brokehisneck. After the death The death of 
of his father The/ens fucceededin his kingdom, and governing juftly **s- 
with good lawes,:did many things which very much conduced to 
the welfare and augmentation of the city, amoneft the reft this was.a 
notable one, that he drew much people to inhabit Athens » whereby 
mmcreafiag in power and authority, it feemed to hold the principality 
of all Greece. »; But.to recurn unto that which is further to be {poken 
of Thifeus., Deancalion, the eldeft fon of catines, reigning in Crete, 
entted intoa league withthe Athenians, and married his daughter 
Phedrato Thefeds, who after this his marriage fent his fon Hippolitus, Hippolitus. 
whom he had by the Amazon, unto Troezento be brought up there 
by his mother Aithra.; ‘Of Phedrahe begot Athamantus and Demo- 
phan. In procefleof time Hippelitus,being grownsa very handfome 
young mas, camewipon the celebrating of aigreat feaftto Athens : 
where P/edra his mother-in-law fell defperately in love with him, 
and returning back ro Troezen, whither T. hefens came with her not 
long after, fhe was fo cran{ported with the fury of her affection, as 
fhe ftuck not plainly to demand of him that, which impudence it felf 
could hardly require of a fon-in-law , but he abhorring fo great a 
wickedneffe, utterly denied her , whereupon at her husbands repair 
again unto Athens, fhe accufed Hippolitus unto him for endeavouring 
co violace her chafticy, and defile his fathers bed. Thefeus, doubt- 
ing whether this were crue orno, acquainted Hippolitus with it by a 
meflenger, who finding him by chance riding in his chariot,de- 
livered what he had in charge unto him, wherewith he was 
fo exceedingly grieved, and aftonifhed, that he let flip the 
reines of his horfes, who feeling themfelves loofe, and at 
liberty, ran away headlong with che Chariot , which thereupon 
breaking, Hrppolitws intangled in his cloaths was overthrowne to the 
ground, and fo rorn in pieces. The Troezeniens for bis former good 
life conferred divine honors on him. Thefews was grievoufly troubled 
with this calamity, and being afterwards driven out of his country 
by the Athenians, he died in exile; buc they much repenting whac 
they 
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they had done unto him, fetched his bones unto Athens ; and) wor- 
fhipping him as a God , they buile a. Temple unto him within the 
City of Afylus, which after him was called Thefeius. Now we are 
to {peak of the rape of Helen, and of Pizthous hisloveto Proferpina, 
for they are intermingled with the acts of Thefeus. Pirithons the fon 
of Ixion, after the death of his wife Hippedamia, by whom he had his 
fon Polypitws, came unto Athens, and there peifwaded Thefeus, pha- 
dra being dead, to fteal away Helen, che daughter of Fove and Leda, 
then ten years of age, and{urpafiing by far alhother Maidens what- 
foever in beauty and modefty. Thefers imbracing this overture, went 
with ‘Pirithous to Lacedemonia, and taking a fic oportunity, brouphe 
away Helen to Athens, where cafting lots whofe future wife fhe 
Should be, with this condition annexed, that he of themtwo which 
had the fortune to have her, fhould help the other to gee him a wife, 
and having likewife confirmed the fame with an oath, fhe fell to The- 
feas his lot. But the Athenians not brooking well the rape of Helen, 
T hefens out of fear of them, carried her away to Amphidria, one of 
she Cities of Attica, and committed her tothe charge and care of A- 
shra’s mother, and other of his friends. Pérsthons:defiring to have 
Proferpina for his wife, communicated it unto T/efeas, who in regard 
of the impiety of the thing, laboured to diffwade him frony its but 
fecing he perievered till in his purpofed rape , and’ withall charged 
him with his oath, he was fain to joyn with him in«this attempt , fo 
that de{cending into hell, chey were both taken there , bue Thefens 
was afcerwards releafed for Hercules his fake; and.Perithous was deé- 
rained {till ineverlafting pains for his impiety: Howbeit fome write 
chat both of them returned from hell, about the fame time the Dio- 


fouri, Helens brethren, marched with an Army to Amphidtia , from 


whence, after they had fubverted the City, chey)took their fitter, 
ftill a Virgin, and withall Jed away Exshra, Thefens his motker , a 
captive to Lacedemonia. : 
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Cuarv. VII. 


of the [even Captaines that made Warre again ft Thebes. 


SHHE time doth now require*that we thould {peak of the 
BAY {even Captaines which they fay went againft Thebes, and’ 
OOH alfo that we fhould declare from the beginning the caufe 
aseeerD® ofthat Warre. Laiws the King of Thebes having taken 


without children, confulted with the Oracle whether he fhould have 
any orno; the anfwer he received was, that it would not be fafe 
for him to have any, becaufe that Son he fhould have would be the 
death of him his Father, and prove very fatall befides to his whole 
houfe. After which his wife bringing him forch a Son, he comman- 
ded the child to be bored thorough both the feet with an iron, from 
whence he was firnamed Ocd/pus, and {o to be left expofed to the 
wice World. But they who had incharge to fee . this executed 
accordingly, did not expofe him, but delivered him to a fervile wo- 
man named Polyb/a tobringup. Being grown to mans eftate, Laius 
made a journey to Phocis to learn of the Oracle, whether his expofed 
Son were ftill alive, and at the very fame inftant Oedipus having 
been acquainted with the manner of his expofing, was come thither 
alfo to know who were his Parents, fo that meeting by chance 
together, and Larus proudly bidding him get out of the way, O¢ed- 
pus moved with anger flew him, altogether unwitting that he was his 
Father. , 

They fay farther, that about the fame time Sphinx the double-fhaped 
monftcr cathe to Thebes, and propounded a riddle, the which whofo- 
ever undertook to unfold and could nor, were to lofe their lives; 
by means whereof many perifhed. Now the reward of him chat 
{hould unfold the riddle was the marriage of Jocaffa, and the Kingdome 
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of Thebes, but none could do it, fave only Oedipus : The riddle WaS The Sphinx 
this; What creature is that which in the morning goes on foure feet, his riddle. 


at noon on two, and at night on three. All other miffing the mark, 
Oedipus alone hit it; faying that Man was that creatures for a child 
he crauled of all fout, grownto a man he went on two feet , and 
when he was o!don three, for his ftaffe was in ftead of a foot unte 
him. Sphizx being convinced of the truth thereof by his own judg- 
ment, flung himfelf down headlong froma fteep place. 


Oedipus not knowing his Mother took her to wife, and had by gedipus his 


her four children, Eteecles, Polynices, Antigone and. I{mene; whereof i 
the two brothers coming to age, and tothe knowledge of the impiety ‘ 
of their houfe, confined their Father Oedspus tor this difhonour from 
ftirring abroad, and took the Kingdome upon them, having 
inft agreed together to raign yearly by turns; and in regard 
No Eteotles 
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Eteocles was the eldeft that he fhould begin: which having done, 
and his year expired he refuled to furrender up the Kingdoime to his 
brother according to the covenant between them; whereupon Po/ynices 
repaired unto Adra/tus King of the Argives, with whom was then 
Tydeus the Son of Oeneus, fled thither from -tolia for the flaugh- 
ter of Alcatus and Lycetheus his nephewes in Calydonia. Adrajtus 
entertained both thefe veey kindly, and drave thereunto by the an- 
{wer of the Oracle he martied his twodaughters 4rgia and Deiphile, 
the former to Polynices, and the other to Tydeus, promifing the two 
hopefull young men to reftore them totheir Country: But holding 
it fic firft to right Polysices he {ent Tydews an Ambaffadour to 
Eteocles. 

This Tydens, they fay, flew fifty men which Zteocles had laid in 
wait to kill him in his return, and beyond all expeétation came ~ 
{ately home. 

Adraftusincenfed herewith prepared for War, and got to joyne with 
him therein Capaseus, Hippomedontes and Parthenopens the Sonne of 
Atalanta. Some of Polynzces his friend counfelled him to carry the 
Prophet Ampbiaraus along with him alfo to the War, but he fore- 
knowing that if he went with him he fhould perifh there refufed to 
go; wherefore Pelynices, according to report, gave to Amphiaraus his 
wife a chaire of gold, to the intent fhe fhould perfwade her hus- 
band to accompany him in this expedition. Now at thisvery time it 
happened, that there was fome difference between Amphiaraus and 
Adrafins concerning certain affaires of the Kingdome, which they 
referred to the arbitration of Eriphyle the wite of Amphiaraus, 
and fitter of Adrajfusy who gave her award on the behalt of her 
husband, but with this condition, that he in perfon fhould affociate 
them in this War againft the Thebans. Avspbiaraus conceiving that 
his wife had betrayed him, promifed notwithftanding ‘to go along 
with them, howbeit he charged his Son Alcmeon if he mifcaried in 
this War to kill Eviphyle, which he accordingly putting in execu- 
tion afterwards, was fo tormented in his confcience for it, as he be- 
came mad thereupon. 

‘Adraftus, Polynices atid Tydens entring into this War, made choyce 
of four Commanders in chief, namely. Amphiaraus, Capaneus , 
Hippomedontes and Parthesopeus, and fo all ofthem together marched 
with a great Army to Zhebes; where Eteocles and Polynices with 
mutuall wounds killed one another: Capameus ftriving to {Cale the 
walles was flain in the attempt: dmphiaraus riding in his chariot 
was {wallowed up alive in opening of the earth and never feen more: 
In like manner all the reft of the feven Captaines faving Adraftus, 
and a great number of others befides loft cheir lives there; unto 
whom the Thebans denying buriall Adraftws ecturned to Argos sand 
when as none durftinterr thofe dead bodies, the Athenians alone who 
furpaffe others in goodneffe buried them all; This end had fix 
ofthe feven Commanders that went to the fiege of Thebes. 

But afterwards their Sonnes in revenge of their Fathers death 

— entered 
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entered into a War againft the Thebans, bur firft of all they con- 
fulted with Apo#e, who anfwered that they fhould vanquifh them if 
they made Alcmeon the Son of Amphiaraus their Gereialls which 
performed by them accordingly, he demanded of the Oracle whether 
he fhould punifh his Mother Eréphyle or no; the god willed him 
to do it, as well becaufe fhe had taken a Chaine of gold to betray 
her husband, as alfo'a rich vail to dothe liketo her Son. 

They fay that Venus in times paft gave Her%rone the Daughter 
of Cadmwus a Gold chaine and a vail, both which Er1piyle had; the 
one from Folynices, and the other trom Therfander the Sonne of 
Polynices,to the end fhe fhould exhort her Sonne to undertake the War 
sgaintt the Thebans. 

Alemeon then raifing as many men in Argos as poflibly he could, 
and adding fuch forces as he had from the neighbouring Cities, 
he marched with a mighty Army againft the Thebans, and incon- 
tring with them a cruell Battaile infued thereupon, but Alcmeon 
obrained the victory. 

The Thebans being thus overcome with the lofle of a great 
multitude of their Citizens, and defticute of all hope of further 
refifting, went to aske counfell of Tyrefias the Soothfayer, who 
advifed them to abandon their City, as the only way to fave them- 
felves. They following his counfell left the City, and fled away 
by night to that part of Baotia called Thilpofium. Thebes being 
taken and deftroycd they took Dapbwe the Daughter of Tyrefias 
and carrying her away to Delphos they offered her as an oblation 
to Apollo: She living long there and taught the art of Dt- 
vination, grew fo excellent therein, that fhe wrote many admi- 
rable matters of feverall kinds in everfe, out of which it is 
(aid the Poet Homer took diverfe things for the adorning of his 
Poem. 

Having then very often by the infpiration of the God given 
fundry wonderfull’ anfwers , fhe was by all men furnamed 
' Sibylla , for to be full of God, and Szbyla,. is one and the 
fame. 

The Viétors after they had deftroyed T hebes, returned with rich 
fpoyles into their Country. Amongft the Thebans which fled to 
Thilpofinm, Tyrefias was one and dying there was buried with great 
pompe by his Citizens, who conferred divine honours on him. 
Then making War on the Derieas, and overcoming them ina 
Battaile, they drove them out of their Country, and a little after 
fome of them feated themfelives in fumees habitations, and other went 
and dwelt in Athexs. 

The Doriens which were expelled out of their Country returned 
thither again in the raignof Creon the Son of Meneceus and inha- 
biied Gryneum, Limeum and Eubea. Before that Bwotas the Son of 
Neptune and Arae, pafled into the Country of e£olis, whichnow is 
called Theffalia, and called them that accompanyed him Beotians. But 
we areto fay fomething of the e#olsens. 
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In ancient times all the reft of e#o/us his Sonnes that were 
defcended of Hehenws and not of Deucalion, inhabited thofe places 
betore mentioned, onely Minas raigned in e£ol%s, his Son Hippotes had 
by Menalippe another e£olus, whole daughter Arne Neptune got with 
child, whereat the Father was fo highly difpleafed that he gave her to 
a certaine Metapontine ftranger which was come thither by chance, 
with this condition that he fhould carry her to Metapontum, where 
fhe brought forth olus and Baotus, whom the Metapontine 
lacking children and induced thereunto by an Oracle adopted for 
his Sonnes. Thefe growing to bemen anda {edition arifing in Mee 
tapontum they made their putative Father Lord thereof, Afterwards 
a difference falling out. between Arne and Axtolyta, they in the 
maintenance of their Mothers caufe killed Antolyta, wherewith their 
faid Father being much offended they rigged forth certain fhips, and’ 
put to Sea with their Motherard many of their friends. 

v#slus atrived at the Hands of the Tyrrhene Sea, which from him - 
are called eolides, ard there builded a City named Lypara, 

Beotus ceme to Aolus the Father of his mother Arne, and 
fucceeding him in his Kingdome he called all the Country after 
his Mother Aria, and the people thereof after his owne name 
Be otiaas, 

Jronus the iffue male of Beotus had foure Sonnes, Hippodamus, 
Electryon, Archtlycus and Alegenor: Of thele Hippodamsus begat Eleus, 
Electryon Letus, Alegenor Elionius, and Archylicus Proteron and 
Archefitaws, who went commanders in chief of the Beotians Army 
to Troy. , 
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on, who going out of «£ol% with a great company of 
men,fetled himfelf in Elea, by the River of Alpheus,where 
he built a City, called after his own name, Sulmonea: hetook1o Wife 
Alcidice, the daughter of Elews,and of her begot Tyres; a-Lady of ex- 
cellent beauty and form: Alcidice dying, he marryed Szdera, who( asa 
Mother inlaw ) hated Tyrea. Salmoneus being for his pride and impiety 
hated of his Subjects, was by Fupéter kill’d with lightning: after 
which, his Daughter Tyrea was gotten with childe by Neptune, and 
brought forth Peleas and Neleus: She had afterwards by Cretens Amy- 
thion, Pheretus and e4i{on. Creteus dying, there wasa great diflenfion 
between Pelias and Neleus about the Kingdome, but at length they 
agreed, that Pelias fhould rule over the neighbouring Countrey of 
Jolchus wherefore, taking with him Melempus and Bzas, the Sons of 
Amyathonand Aglaia, as alfo fome Achaians, Phthiotes, and e£olians; 
he marched with an Army againft Peloponnefus. 

Melampus being a Diviner, cured the Argive Women of their mad- 
neflef which the wrath of Bacchus had inflicted on them; and for the 
fame, Anaxagoras the Son of Megapentus, gave him two parts of his 
Kingdome; whereof, having fhared one half with his Brother Bias; 
he took Iphianira the Daughter of Megapentus to Wife, by whom he 
had Antiphatus, Mantus, Bias, and Pronoen. 

Amiphatus begot on Zewxippe, the Daughter of Hippocoon, Iocleus, 
and Amalceus. LIocleus had by Hypermeftra of Lesbos; Ipbianira, Polybia 
and Amphiauus. 

Thus did Melampas, Bias,and their pofterity hold the Dominion of 
the Argives. Nelews went with thofe that followed him, into Meffena; 
and with the good will of the bordering people, built the City of Py- 
_ Jus, where reigning, he took Chilore the Daughter of Ampbion the The- 
ban, to Wife, and by her had twelve Sons, wherof the eldeft was Pers- 
clymens, and the youngeft Ne/tor, who made one in the Trojas War. 
Bur this fhall fuffice for Neffor's Progenitors, 
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Of the Lapithes and Centaures. 


RENEE will now treat of the Lapithes and Cevtaures, Oceanis, 
wy ey according to the Fable, had many Sons by Thetis, which 
CoN Ny derived their names from Rivers s as Penews, fromthatin 
NT Theffalia, unto whom Creufa brought forth Ipfeus; and Styl- 
bias of her Uspollo begot Lapitha and Centaurus, Lapitha inhabiting 
about the River of Peseus, and there feigning, marrycd Euriowze, the 
Daughter of Arfinoxs, by whom he had two Sons, Phorbas and Periz 
phas, the Heirs of their Fathers Kingdome. « All thofe people were 
Fapibes, from Lapitha called Lapithes. 3 
P horbas,being called into the aid of Alector, the King of Beotia, who 
ftood in fear of the power of Pelops, paffed into the Country of olenus, 
and had conferred on hima part of the Kingdome of Eleus, wherein 
his two Sons e4igeus and Arétor fucceeded him. 
Peripbas, the other Son of Lapitha, begot of Affyagea,the Daughter 
of Ipfews, eight children, whereof Antion the eldeft had by Melate, the 
Ixion, Daughter of Amythonus, Ix104; who, they fay, upon promife of ma- 
ny rich gifts unto Hefioneus, marryed his Daughter Cla, on whom he 
Poritbows, begat Perithouss but not performing with him accordingly, his Father 
in lawtook his Horfes from him ; whereupon, Ixion ( ingaging him- 
Ixion's cruell felf to make good his word ) fent for # cftonens, and threw him into x 
ane great pit full of fire, where he was burnt to death : For which cruelty, 
when as none other would purge him of this murther, itis faid, he was 
atlength purified by Fove. But afterwards he grew lo audacious as 'to 
attempt the deflowring of Funo, which coming to the knowledge of 
Fupiter, he turned a clowd into the thape of Funo, with whom Ixion 
lying begot the Centaures, Nevertheleffe, they fay, thar at laft Ison for 
Frion’s punith- his great wickednefle, was after his death bound by Fove untoa wheel, 
meh and there tormented with perpetual! pain. Many deliver, that the Cen- 
The Centaures. tawres were bred up by the Nymphs in Pelion, where being the firft that 
ever durft break and back Horfes, they were t hought to be born Hippe. 
centaures, and thereof came the Fable, thar they were half men, and half 
horfes. Itis further faid, that they demanded part of rheir Fathers’ 
Kingdome of Perithous, which he denying, they madé war upon him, 
but withina while gave it over. Not long after, Perithous giving 
his daughter Hzppedamia to T hefeus in marriage, invited the Centaures 
thereunto ; who becoming drunk with wine, offered to ravifh the Wo- 
men that were at the feaft ; wherewith both 7 hefews, and the Lapithes, 
being mightily incenfed, lew many of them, and drove the reftout of 
the City. For which caufe, reuniting themf{elyes, they fell upon the Za- 
pithes,and puta great number of them to the {word. Some of thofe 
which efcaped went to Pholoe in Arcadia, and others to Maleas from 
whence going forth to fj poyland rob the neigbouring Greeks,the moft of 
them were cut off. | 
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CrHar. X. 


of Afculapius, and his pofterity. 


Ow there is fomewhat to be fpoken of e4fculapins, and his 
pofteriry. 
It is {aid, thar -£/cwlapins was the Son of Apollo and Co- Ai/eulapins. 
Samem yonis, who, being indued with an excellent wit, and giving 
himielf to the ftudy of Phyfick, found out divers things very availa- Phyfick much 
polifhed by 
Ajculapins. 


ble to the health of man, and wasio excéllentin his art, that he reco- 
vered many from moft dangerous and defperate difeafes; for whichit 
is reported, how he reftored diversthat was dead to life again, and that 
therefore P/#to accufed him to fave for daily diminifhing his Empire, 
by keeping men from dying; whereat Fove being much incenfed, 
kiiled him with lightning. Apollo inraged for his death, flew the Cy- 
clopes that framed the lightning, for which Fove being greatly difplea- 
fed with Apollo, ~ommanded him to defcend from heaven to the earth, 
and there to ferve men as a punifhment of his offence. 
eh fculapins left behinde him two Sons, Machaon, and Podalirius, Machaon and 

who cxercifing their Fathers art went to the Trojan war with Agamem- Teaiighs 
yon,and thereby curing many Greeks of their wounds; obtained not tind sn 
onely great glory, but after the end of the war were rewarded by them 


with jundry large immunities. Of this more hereafter. 


Crare. XL 


of the Daughters of Alopus, 4nd the Children of Aacus. 


3% EE will write of the Daughters of Afopss and the Chil- 
ff dren of -#acns. 

According tothe Fable, Oceanus begot of Thet7s ma- 
ny Sons, from whom Rivers had their denominations, 
amongft the which were Penens and Afopas. 

Peneus feating himfelt in Theffalea, gave his name to that River. Peru and 

: ay ok g Afopis 

Afopus making choyce of Phliwns for his habitation, had by Methope 
the Daughter of Ladon, two Sons, Pela(gus and Ifmenus, as alfo 
twelve Daughters. 

I [menus lived in Be@otia, neer to the River called by his name If- Yinencus, 
menus. Oftbe Daughters, Synope was ravifhed by Apollo, and car- 
ryed tothat place, where now is a City, from her named Synope : 
ker'Son Syras ruled over thofe, which trom him are ftyled Syrzans. 
Corcyra too, be ng tavifhed by Neptune, was tranfporred into that 
Tend, which from het is called Corcyra; of her was born Phaacus, 
from whom Pheacum took its names and the Son of PAascus was 
Alcineus who guided UAffes into Ithaca, Salamis likewile was rav.fhed 
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by Neptime, and catryedintothat Tand, from whom it is called Saz 
lamina, over which her Son Cenchyens ruled, who was very famous | 
for killing of a Serpent of q monftrous greatneffe; that celtroyed 
the inhabitants thereof, figina was alfo ravifl ed by Fupiter, and 
carryed into that Hand,- which after her was nimed A egima, where 
fhe brought him forth a Son, called) Aacus, who reigned in that’ 
Hand, and had three Sons, Peseus, Telamon, and Phocus s of which 
Peleus, having by chance killed “his Brother Phocus with. throwing 


Theffalia, where he was purged of that flaughter by King Gor, 
who wanting childrens affociated him into his Kingdome, Of Pe- 


liege of Trey. Telamon, the other Son of figma,. going to Salas 
mitd, took to Wife Glauca, the Daughter of Cychreus, the King, 
thereof, and reigned over that Iand. Glauca being dead; he mar- 
tyed Erybia, the Daughter of Alchatus the Athenian, by whom he 
had Ajax, which alfo was in: the Trojan Warte. 
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Crap. XII. 
Of Pelops, Tantalus, Ocnomaus, and Niobe. 


<es8 Eng now to treat of Pelops, Tantalus, and Oencmans, we mult 
\ begin our Hiftory fomewhat higher, Mars, in Pifa, a 
N\ City of Peloponnefus, begot on Aigéwa the Daughter of 
See NN Afopus, Oenomaus, who had one onely Daug!iter, named 
Hippodamia, and defiring to know of the Oracle how long he fhould 
lives he was anfwered, that then he fhould die, when as his Daughter 
Hippodamia fhould come to be marryed. Hereupon, Oenomaus fearing 
that which fhould befall him at his Daughters marriage,relolved to keep 
her in perpetuall Virginity, as the Onely means to preferve his fife: 
But many fuing to have her to Wite, he propounded unto them a 
Race to be run in a Chariot with four Horfes, from Pifa to Nep- 
tunes Altar, neerto the Ifthmus of Corinth, with this condition, 
that whofoever was Overcome, fhould. lofe his life, and be that 
was Victor fhould have the Virgin. Now, he that undertook to 
run this race, fetttng forth in. his Chariot, Genomaus followed him 
clofe in his, which was driven by one Myrtilus, and having overtaken 
him, he with a {pear that he carryed in his hand flew him. After then 
that many had loft their lives inthat manner, by reafon of the excees 
ding fwiftnefle of Oexomaus Horles, andthe great skid of his Chari- 
ters Pelopsthe Son of Tantalus, coming to Pifa, and fecing Hippa- 
damia, undertook to run the Races which by corupting Myrtilus, he 
won. Whereat Oexomans was {0 overcome With grief, and beleeving 
withall, that according tothe Oracle, the time of his ceath was come, 
he made away himfelfe, Pelops by Maltying Hzppodamta obtained 
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the Kingdome of Pifa; where he reigned juft'y, and with much 

prudence, and drawing the neighbouring people into Pelopennefus, he From whence 

named that Countrey trom himlelf Peloponne/us. tae is 
Having thus made mention of Pelops,it feems neceffary,to the end no- ate ; 

thing may be omitted which is worthy of memory, that we thould {peak 

of his Father Tantalus, who being the Son of Feve, was famous tor Tantalus, 

his riches, and dwelt in that part of Ajia, now called _Paphlagonia, 

where, for his Fathers fake, he lived in great efteem with the gods. But 

afterwards, growing infolent with his profperity, he difclofed to mortall 

men fome fecrets which he had heard at their table, for which he was - 

punifhed in this life, and after his death ( according to the Fable ) was 

tormented in hell amongft the wicked, with eternall pains. Of him 

befides Pelops, came Niobe; which brought into the world feaven Sons, 

and as many Daughters, of excellent form and beauty, fo that wax 

ing proud of them, fhe prefumed to compare with Latona for children, 

wherewith fhe being mightily incenfed to anger, as they faigne, com- 

manded Apollo and Diana, the one to kill all the Sons, and the other all 

the Daughters of Nobe with arrows,which they performing accordingly 

it hapned that at one and the fame time Nsobe both abounded with, and 

wanted Children. Tantalus being faln into the hatred of the gods, was 

expelled out of Papblagonia by Ilws the Son of Tros; of whom and his 

Progenitors, we will write a little. 


Cuap. XIII 
Of Dardanus and his pofterity unto Priamus: 


® He firft that reigned in the Country of Troy,was Teucer,begotten Tevcers 
by the River of Scamander, on the Nymph Idea, He was a 
axes callantman, and named his Subjects after himfelf Tewcri. His 
Daughter he gave in marriage to Dardanus the Son of Fove, who fuc- Dardanus. 
ceeding him in the Kingdome, called the people by his own name Darda- 
nians and built a City befides, neer to the Sea fhore,of the fame appel- 
lations His Son Erichthoniws lived in great felicity and wealth, and as 
Homer writes, wasamighty rich man, having three thoufand Horfes 
‘feeding at one time together in his paftures. Erichthonins begot Tros, Tres. 
who furnamed his people after himfelf, Trojazs. This Tros had three 
Sons,llus,4([aracus,and Ganymede. Ilus made choyce of the champagne 1s. 
countrey to dwell in, and built in the Province of Treas a goodly City, | 
called from him Ilium. Laomedon his Son begot Tithonus and Priamus , Mm. 
Tithonus pafling with an Army into the Eaftern part of Afia, even unto 
ethiopia, is {aid to have a Son by Ida, named Mennon,who in {uccour- 
ing the Trojans was afterwards flainby Achilles. Priamus had by Hecuba Priamus. 
his Wife, amongft many other, the renowned Heé#er, aman famousin Helter 
the Trojan war. Affaracws reigning over the Durdanians begot Capys,of 
whom came Aachifes,& of him & PenuseAineas,of high repute among ft 
the Trojans. Ganymede the faircft of men, was carryed up into Heaven 
to be Fove’s Cup-bearer. 
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Of Diedalus the Minotaure, and Minos his marching with an Army 
againft King Cocalus. 
See tara E will now proceed unto Dedalus, the Minotaure, and Minos 
@ his Expedition againft Cocalus King of Sictlia. 
Dedalus was by birth an Athenian, and one of them which 
camabes were called Erechthide,begotten an Hymserionethe Daughter 
of Enpallamus. He was amoft famous Architeé, and did many admi- 
rable works in divers parts of the world, but efpecially, he fo far fur- 
pafied all others in making of ftatues, that pofterity were peérfuaded - 
they did fee, walk, and breath: for the compofition of all the members _ 
and parts thereof was fo exaét and perfe@, asit ftruck every one with 
wonder that beheld them; whereas former Artifans had framed the 
cyes, hands, arms, and thighes of their figures in fuch fort as they were 
very detective: Dadalas then, being in this high efteem for his art, 
Was faign notwithftanding to fly his Countrey, upon this occafion. Tas 
lus the Son of Daedalus his Sifter, was brought up by him in his profet- 
fion, and having an excellent wit, he invented the Wheel which Potters 
ufe ; and finding by chance the jawbone of a Serpent, he firft of all cut a 
little piece of wood into the thicknefs and fimilitude of the teeth thereof, 
and afterward according to that model he made an iron Saw,which very 
much conduced to the Art of Archite@ure. Having likewife devifed a 
Turners turne, andmany other neceffary inftruments, he was fo ap- 
plauded by allmen, that Dedalus, moved with envy, and fearing that 
he would become a greater Mafter then himfelfe, made him fecretly a- 
way ; and being about to bury him, he was asked who it was he buryed, 
whercunto a Serpent made anfwer andtold who it was. But was not 
this a moft wonderful thing, that a Creature, from whom the form of a 
Saw was takei, fhou'd difcover the murther of the youth; for which 
Dédalus being accufed, and condemned by the Areopagites, fled to 2 
certain people in the Attick land, who from his name were ¢alled De- 
dalians, Paffing afterwards into Crete, he was much made of for his 
art, by Minos the King thereof. The Fable delivers, that Pafiphae the 
Wite of Mixes, falling in love with a Bull, Dedalus made the fimili- 
tude of a Cow of wood, wherein the being inclofed and fet under the 
Bull, enjoyed her defire.- It faith further, how before that, Mizos uled 
tofacrifice yearly unto Neptune the faireft of all his Buls,but having one 
that excelled by far all the reft, he facrificed a worfer unto him, whereat 
Neptune being difpleafed with Mivos, ftruck Pafipbae in love witha Bull, 
under whom fhe being put by the art of Daedalus, it begot the Fable of ” 
Thebinotaure. the Minotaure, which was of a double fhape, as being a Bull to the 
fhoulders, and a Man from thence upwards. Now for the keeping of 
cag, Eaby- this Monfter, it is further reported, that Dedalus framed the Labyrinth, 
a that was fo full of intricate windings and turnings, as it was almoftim- 
poflible to finde a paffige out of it, Wherein the Minotaure being fhut 
up, feaven noble Athenian youthes, as we have declared before, were 


yearly 


Deadalus, 
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yearly expofed unto him. Dedalus fearing the wrath of Mines for the 
wooden Cow he had made, fled from Creta with the affiftance of a thip 
given him by Pajiphae tor that purpofe. Icarus his Son, accompanying rearus, 
him, when they came toacertain Land, fell into the Sea, which, toge= 
ther with theIland, was called after his name. Dedalus putting from 
thence, failed to Séc¢/za,and arrived at that part whereas Cocalus reigned’, 
who, in regard of his great skill, and the fame went of him, entertained 
him very gracioufly. Some fay, that whileft Dedalus was ftill in ‘Crera; 
and hid by Pafiphae, Mos very much defiring to punith him, caufed 
all the fhips of the Iland to be fearched for him, and withall, promifed 
a great {um of money to whomfoever fhould bring him forth, fo thats 
being in defpair of getting away by thip, he framed with fingular art 
certain wings compacted together with wax, which he faftned to his 
Sons body, and his own, and therewith betook themfelves to flie over 
the Sea :, but Icarus, like a rafh young man, foaring higher-then ‘he 
should, the wax wherewith the feathers of his wings were’ joyned toge- 
ther, melting withthe heatofthe Sun, fell into the Sea : The Father 
flying clo‘e to the water, and keeping the wax of his wings cool there- 
with, got fafely into Szcslza. This Fable, although it feems very ftrange, 
we have thought fit toinfert here. 

Dedalus, for his rare knowledge in the art of Architecture, remained 
along time with Cocalws, and the Sicani, performing many works in that 
Wand, which continue yet tothis day. For neer to Megara he made that 
Lake, which is called the Fifh-pond,from whence the River named Ala- 
bus runs into the Sea: and not far from thar, which is now Acragantina, 
inaplace called Casscus, he builta City upona rock, that was inex- 
pugnable, the accefle thereunto being fo ftraight and difficult, that three 
or four men could kecp ontthonfands. In this City Cocalas ereGeda 
royal! Palace, where, asin a moft fafe place, he laid up all his treafure. 
Thirdly, in the Countrey of the Seliauntins, he caufed a cave to be dig- 
ged, out of which witha {mall fire came a vapor, that by little and little 
with the heat thereof brought a gentle {weat upon them that repaired 
thither, and cured their bodies pleafingly of many infirmities. There is 
adjoyning to the mountain of Erice avery fteep and high rock, through 
which the way to Venus her Temple was exceeding difficult and abrupr, 
this he made far eafler, and more paflable. Many other works alfo were 
‘done by Dedalws in Sicilia, which are confumed with time, efpecially 
a Ram of gold, placed on Venas her Altar, that was graved with fo 
much art, asitfeemed tobealive. Inthe meantime Miwos ( who was 
very potent at Sea ) uncerftanding that Dedalus was fled into Sicilia, 
refolved to profecure him with Wars to which effect, paffing out of 
Creta with a great Fleer, he arrived at Acragantina, now called after 
him Méwoa, where landing his forces, he fenta Meflenger to Cecalus to 
deliver Daedalus unto him: Cocalus coming to a parley with Minos, 
promifed to fauistie his demand, and thereupon invited him to his 
houfe, where wathing himfelf'in an hot bath, he kept him fo long in 
it, that he was fuffocated with too much heat: His body he afterwards 
reftored unto the Cretans, and told them that he came to his death by 
alling accidentally into the Bath, where he perifhed in the hot waters 
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The Cretans interred him moft magnificently, éreGing him two fepul- 
chres, in one of which they fecretly inclofed the bones of atinos, the 
other was cpenly fet up in Venws her Temple, which fot rhany ages 
after was worfhipped by pofterity. In following titties, when as the 
Acragantines were building the City, during the reign of Thera theit 
King, they found out the true fepulchre,wherein the bones of Minos we:e 
which they fentto Creta. Afterthe deceale of Minos, the Cretams re- 
maining without a Commander in chief, and failing at diflenfion a- 
mongft themfelves ; fome of them that were grown familiar with the 
Sicant, quite abandoning their Country,continued ftill in Sicilia, where= 
of part built a City, calling ir after the name of their King, Msoa = ano- 
ther part of them wandring up and down the Sea fhore,at length chofea 
place, where they founded a City, and named ic Evgia, froma fountain 
that flowed thereinto : Thele, Troy beng taken, received Merion and the 
Cretans, which came along with him by Sea into Sicilia, as Kinf-men 
into their City, and afterwards leaving the Townof Ochyra, and driving 
fome of their neighbours out of their Country, p fleffed it chemfe'ves; 
where in tract of time growing rich, they built a goodly Tcmple to the 
Mothers goddeffes, which were brought thither from €reta, and there 
highly honored for having given fuck to Fove unwitting to saturne, ac- 
cording tothe Fable, and for which likewife they were trarsformed 
into a celeftiall conftellation, in form of a Bear, about the North pole, 
calle&t AréZos, as Aratus al{o affirms in his work of the Stars, faying, 
that they afcended into heaven for nurfing up Fovein fecret. But we 
hold it not fit to pretermit, how not onely the inhabirants of that City, 
butalfo moft of the neighboring people celebrated the worthip of thefe 
goddefics with facred folemnities, and cther honors: Many other Ci- 
tics too confecrated very rich and precious veffels of gold and filver to 
their fervice, out of a perfwafion, that in fo doing they fhould be happy 
and pr ofperous in all their affairs, both publique and privates and with- 
all erected a great and fumptuous Templeunto them ; for the ftru@ure 
whereof, whenas the nature of the place afforded not fitting materials, 
they took careto have huge {tones brought witha mighty charge from 

“a quarry, that was an hundred furlongs diftant from them; which in 
regard the way they were to goe through, was rough and hard to paile, 
were carryed upon Carts with four wheels, exprefiely prepared for that 
purpofe, and fo drawn with an hundred yoke of oxen, never regarding 
what the expence thereof might amount unto forthe accomplifhing of fo 
holy awork. There was alfo a little before thefe times three thoufand 
oxen, and the revenue of much land confecrated to thefe goddefies. 
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Cuap, XV. 
of Arifteus, Daphnis, Eurydice, and Oryon. 


BSANIHE Acts of Arifteus are now to follow: He was begot Thedefcent of 
SIEN@ by Apollo on Cyrene the daughter of Peneus, with whofe 47. 
beauty Apolo being taken ravifhed the Virgin, as fome 

FHawe write, and carried her away to that place in Libya,where 
afterwards the City of Cyrene fo called after her name was built. The ay 
God having Ariftaus by her, delivered him tothe Nymphs to bring 

up, of whom he was called bythree feverall names Nemins, Arifteus, 

and Argeus. Thefe Nymphes taught him to make curds of milke, 

honey and oil, which he firft of all brought into ufe for the benefit 

of men, fo that he was for his merits towards them like unto Bacchus 


Autonoe the daughter of Cadmus, by whom he had Adteon, who ac- — Afteon, 
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Venus Erycina, 


The worfhip- 
pers of Venus, 


Daphnis, 


The Hiftory of Book V. 

After <Arijfeus, Erix and Daphnis are to be made mention of: 
Erix they fay was the Son of Venus and Butes, a King of great fame; 
he was inhigh efteem amongft men for his’ nobility on his Mothers — 
fide, and commanded a great part of the Iland of Sicilia, Hebui't on 
the mountain of Erycea renouned City called after his own name, and 
at the top thereof he erected a-‘Temple to ‘his Mother, Which he 
adorned with divers rich veffells and oblations. 

Venus moved as well by the piety of her Son, as by the godlineffe of 
the inhabitants thereof, loved this City exceedingly, wheretore fle was 
from itfurnamed Venus Erycina, 

Now the fortune of ‘this Temple istobe admired, for whereas thé 
glory of other Temples after they came to their hight fell to decay; 
the reputation of this alone held up ftill as it was in the beginning, 
yea and alwayes increafed more and more; for befides the honours 
inftituted by Erix, Aimeas pafling afterwards into Italy and arriving in 
Sicilia, offered many rich prefents tothis Temple of Venus his mother, 
The Sicaui too many ages following highly reverencing this Goddeffe, 
beautifyed her Temple with many precious oblations. Venus likewife 
was highly adored by the Athenians, at {uch time as they were mafters 
ofthat part of the Hand. Laftly, the Romans who commanded over 
the whole Iland, exceeded allthat weat before them in theit worlhip 
of this Goddeffe, unto whom they afcribed the originall of their defcent 
and therefore adored her with the more honour and devotion, as the 
only author of the profperity of their Empire: For the Confuls and 
other Romans that came with any command into that Iland, at their 
repair unto Eryce exhibited extraordinary facred honours tothe Temple 
there, and laying afide the feverity of their places they communicated 
with women and children intheir mirth and jollity, thinking thereby to 
be the more acceptable to the Goddeffe. The Senate alfo had a {peciall 
care of her worfhip and honour, for they ordained that feaventeen of the 
moft confiding Cities they hadin Szczlia fhould pay a certain yearly 
contribution of gold untothe Temple of Venus, and withall appointed 
a company of two hundred Souldiers to bea continual] cuard thereof: 
but enough of this Goddeffe, we will now come to Daphuw. 

There are mountains in Sicilia called Erios, which by nature are 
alwayes green and pleafant as it were a continuall Spring; it abounds 
befides with Fountains, fweet ftreams of clear water, and great ftore of 
thick woods, as alfo with oakes far bigger then any other where, and 
bearing aworld of acornes, together with an infinite company of fruit 
trees and vines ; thefe mountains verily are fo fertile, that upona time 
they plentifully relieved a whole Army of Carthaginians that were 
ready to perifh for want of food. 

Ina delectable grove of this region where the Nymphs ufed to folace 
themfelves, was Dephas begotten by Mercury upon One of them, and 
had his name given him from the multitude of Lawrells that ate fre- 
quently growing there. | 

Being brought up by the Nymphs he became poffeffor of many 
heards of Cattle, and from them was ftiled Bubslcws. Now whereas 
he was of a tharp wit, and applyed all his ftudy to the keeping 
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of Cattle, he wrote many Bucolick verfes which are at this day in 
high efteem with the Sicrlians. Moreover:it is faid, thar he beftowed 
much time in hunting to pleafe Diana, whom he very much delighted 
with his pipe and finging. . Itis further delivered of him, that a cer- 
tain Nymph, who wasin love with him, and he with her, foretold him 
that if everhe lay with any other but the, he fhould lofe both his eyes: 
and that afterwards deflowring the daughter of a certain King when 
he was drunk, he was deprived of bis fight accordingly. But we {hall 
{peak again of Daphass hercaftéer. 

Now we will write fomewhat of Ovien, who exceeding in ftature riex. 
and ftrength of body other Herees, did many brave workes for the 
love of praifeand glory. Forduring the raign of Zaaclotus a King 
in Sicilza, he built a City called after his name Zancle, which 
isnow Meffava, and there cafting up a huge piere he made a very 
goodly and commodious haven named Aé#e: Howbeit fince we have 
fallen upon the mentioning of Me(fana, it will not be from the purpofe 
to relate that which is faid of the narrow Sea whereonit is feated. The narrow 
Some ancient writers deliver, that Svcslia was intimes paft conjoyned Sea of MefJana, 
to Jtaly, but afterwards became an Wandin this manner. The conti- siciijs divided 
nent where it was narroweft being continually beaten upon by the from the con- 
violence of the Sea oncither fide, the raging billowes in traét of time “"*"™ 
broak into the earth and fo madea way for the water to paffe quite 
thoroughit, from which dividing ofthe earth in that fort this place 
was Called Rhegivw, and many yeats after 2 City was built there of 
the fame name. 

Others affirme, that the Continent being rent afunder by an earth- 
quake,the Sea by that means got a footing between both parts thereof. 

Butthe Poet Hefiedus is of another opinion, for he faith, that orion 
raifed up inthe open Seathat promontory whichis near to the moun- 
taine of Pelorus, and onit built a Temple to Neptune, at this day 
exceedingly honored by the inhabitants thereabout: After the finifhing 
of which work he went into Eabewa, where he obtained an immortalh 
name, and for the fame that went of him was numbred amongft the 
ftarres, asis alfo teftifyed by Homer in certaine verfes of his Necyia. 
Having thus written.as we promifed in the beginning, of Men and 
Demy-gods, we will here give anend to this Book. 
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The Sixth Book. 


Cuape. ie 


\ 
‘ 


Of the fabulous reports which are made of Sicilia, alfa Of the | 
forme and extent of that Iland, 


De Heréas, it isrequired of them who are Hiftotians, to fee, 
gf thac in their writings they omit nothing which falls 
7G! within the confideration of Hiftory ; It thould feem 
i thereby,that they are principally concetned to defcribe 
eC EV) or relate each particular thing and a@ion; for this 
RD C710 23 diligence of theirs in fetting down matters particularly, 
redounds not alone tothe advantage of private perfons (who are taught 
thereby both to preferve and advance their own fortunes) but even 
they themfelves gain much creditand repute thereby. Some Hiftori- 
ans whofe workes for eloquence and copioufneffe of matter are defer- 
vedly commended, are notwithftanding deficient in the particular 
defcription of things ; for howfoever the Readers may commend their 
paines and incuftry in compiling of their Hiftories, yet their method in 
writing of them deferves to be reprehended. Timeus, (one that pre- 
tended to give us an exaét account, and full Hiftoty of thofe times ) 
undergoes a cenfure, for {pending too much of his painés in reproving 
of others, and for that reafon is furnamed the Detracfour. Ephorus 
in his Hiftory hath fet down each particular thing particularly and 
feverally, dividing his Books according to their feverall fubjeéts : 
whofe method we following as wellas we can, have allotted this prefent 
Book for the defcripiion of Ilands 5 among which Sicilia firft offers it 
felf to our Confideration; which as it is the beft, ‘fo it is the moft antient 
efall Uancs. It was of o'd firft called Trinacria from the forme or How Sicilia 


erg was firtt called, 
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fhape of it, after the Inhabitants called it Scania; and laft of all the 
Italians (who were called Sicélians ) ufually reforiing thither, namedit 
Sicilia or Scilie. It isiin circuit 4360. ftadiums or furlongs, for one 
of its three fides (reaching from the promontory Pelorus to Lilybenm} 
containes £700. furlongs: from Lélybeum to Pachy nue, it containes of 
Syracufian ground 1500, furlongs: the reft of its circuit extendeth 1140. 
furlongs. The Sicilians tell us (receiving the tradition of old from their 
forefathers) that Sicilia is facred to Ceres and Proferpina. Some of the 
Poets have faigned, that Fupiter rafter the marriage of Pluto with 
Proferpina,gavethis lland tothe Nymph Avacalyptra, The beft writers 
doaftirme, that the Sicantans who heretofore inhabited this Iland were 
made gods ; and thatthe aforefaid Godefles were firft feen in Stezlta, 
where Corne (by reafon of the goodneffe of the earth) firft of all did 
grow, as an excellent Poet teftifiech; faying, that the ground there 
brought forth all things naturallye) To this very day in Leovtium, 
and many*other glaces of Sicilia Wheat growes wilde. Laftly , if _ 
it be demaunded where Corne was firft found out, before it 
came-to be ufed; the Szcslians doubtleffe deferve that commen: 
dation. 
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of Ceres and Proferpina, and the invention of Corne. 
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ISAY - Sicetia, they alledge the rape of Proferpzna for an argument 

SSW that thefe Godeffes lived inthis Hand, as a place wherein 
they much delighted. The rape of Proferprma (they fay) was in the 
fields near Aitza hard by the City, which are garnifhed with Lilies and 
feverall kinds of flowers mect for a Godefle; infomuch that hounds 
there through the fragrancy of the {mell lofe their fents, the {weetnefle 
of the flowers overcoming their fenfe. This medow on the upper part 
thereof is exceeding plain, encompaffed round by fpreading waters, 
and parted on all fides by pracipices, whence fome have called it the 


The Nayill of Navill of Szcilie: There are adjoyning to it groves, medowes, and 


Sicilia, 


moores on all fides, moreover a great Cave they fay there is, which 
hath a paffage under ground opening towards the North; through 
which (they taign) that Pluto pafled with his charret, when he carried 
away Proferpina: they would have us beleeve thatthe Lilies, and other 
{weet flowers which delight the fight continue green all the year. If we 
beleeve fables, they tell thar Miwerva and Dianavirgin Godefles being 
brought up with Proferpina, were wont to gather flowers together, and 
to make garments for their Father Fupiter ; by reafon of which feilow- 
fhip and familiarity, they all came to love that [land, each of them 
having fuch a place asthey made choyce of: now Minerv: chofe the 
Countries about Hymera, wherein the Nymphes (todo her afavour at 
Hercules coming) made Fountaines of hot water to {pring ; which 
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places, together with the City which to this day beares her name, the 
Inhabitants confecrated to her. Diana likewife had given her by the 
gods an Hand in Syracufe, which the called bythe anGwer and voyce of 
the Oracle Ortygia in this Hand likewife did: the Nymphes in favour 
of Dzaxa produce a fountain which is called Arethufa: this fountain not The tae 
only heretofore, but even now in our times breeds abundance. of °! 4!" 
facred fith, for they arenot touched by the Inhabitants ; they who in 
time of War have been bo'd to cat of them,. have by the anger of the 
gods been afflicted with great calamities : but of thefe things hereafter. 
Proferpiaaas the other Godefles had cone) made choyce of the medowes 
about e£tva, to whom there is dedicated by the Syracufians a large 
fountain called Cyawe: but when Plate had. carried away Proferpina to 
hell in his Chariot, through a cave of the earth near Syracufa, the Syracu- 
fians atterwards kept certain holydays every year near Cyane, where 
they facrificed privately lefler vitimes ; publickly they drowned buls 
in the Lake, in imitation of Hercules who uled the like facrifices 
when he drove Geryon’s Oxen through Sicila. They report then that 
Ceres when fhe could not finde her daughter, took. torches which fhe 
Nighted in Aitwa, and wander’d through feverall parts ofthe World to 
finde her out, and that to gratifie thofe men who. had kindely entertain- 
ed her, fhe inftrnéted them in the ufe of Corne; among whom, thofe 
who fhewed moft civility to the Godefle (next tothe Sicilians) were the 
Athenians, who for this reafon have honour’d this Godefle. above all : 
the reft, both with ample Sacrifices,and the myfteries of Eleufina,which Moa 
for their antiquity and chafteneffe are talked of among all men: many?!” 
of the. Athenians having for their. civility fake. the benefit of Corne 
beftowed upon them, imparted it to their next. neighbours: and from 
them it came, to be communicated'almoft to all the World; but the 
Sicilians being moved by Ceresand Proferpinaes indulgence towards 
them, (as being the firft that received the ufe of Corne from them ) 
inftitured facrifices and ceremones to each of them, at a feverall feafon 
of the year: to Proferpizain Autumn with as much pureneffe and zeal, 
as the re{pect which they owedtg fogreat abenefit did require. But to 
Ceres in Seed-time whenthey celebrated ten holydays, with all exquifite 
preparation and magnificence reprefenting their-former life: in which 
dayes they ufed ob{cene talke one to another, that thereby the grief: 
which the Godefle. conceived for the rape of her daughter might be 
mitigated by laughter, and {currilous language. Now all as well 
Hiftorians as Poets, do affirme that the. rape. of Proferpinawas in the 
manner as we have related. ..Carcinas.aTragedian who came- often to: 
Syracufa, fecing thezeal which was ufed.in. thofe facrifices, affirmes in a; 
Poem of. his,that Proferpina being taken away. by P/uto and. carried. to 
hell; Ceres taking fire trom e£zua to fearch for her made known: the 
ufe of Corne, for which fhe was. accounted a Godeffe.. Weare not 
* toomitthe.good turnes of this. Godefle doneto men, for befides. her 
finding out of Corne, fhe made Lawes alfo whereby, men might 
learn to.accuftome them(elyes to. live juftly: and pioufly, whence the 
was called Dea legifera, the Legiflative Godefle 5, which things are. fo 
ufefull that none. can cafily invent -greater;, Secing that hereby we 
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are taught not only to live, but to live well, and honeftly: butof 
this before. 

The Sicanian, Now concerning the Sicanians who firft inhabited Sicilia, becaufe 
Writers do differ about them, we are to give this account. Phyliftus 
affirmes, how they came out of Spain into Szcil/a, and that they had 
that name from Stcanus ariverin Spain: but Timeus (condemning the 
ignorance of this writer) fayes, that the Sicanians were the natural 
inhabiters of Sicilia, and produces many arguments for its antiquity, 
which wethink not worth our pains to recite. Befides the Sicanians 
in times of old, had their habitations in mountaines which nature had 
fortified, where (for fear of robbers ) they built them Cities to refide, 
in they were in {ubje&tion to no King, but each City had init felf a 
Principall or Governour: thefe were they who firft inbabited this 
Tland, and tilled the ground to get them fuftenance to fupport their 
lives. Afterward when e4tua broke out, and had deftroyed with its: 
flames the Countries which lay abourit for many years; their fear 
drove them to leave thefe Eafterne Countries; and feat themfelycs 
towards the Weft: Many ages had paffed, when the Szevli ( leaving 
Italy ) pofleffed themfelves of thofe places the Sécanians had deferted , 
who afterwards growing ftrong and rich, and feifing upon their 
neighbors poffeflions, dayly increafed their power, till after frequent. 
battels with the Sicanzans,they at laft agreed to determine the bounds of 
each others poffeffions.. Laftly, the Grecians brought Colonies into 
Sicilia, and built Maritime Cities: when not long after (the Gresians 
dayly reforting thither) by means of this mutuall converfation with 
each other, they came to learn the Greek language, forgetting their 
owne barbarous tongue, and changing their name, they were called 
Sicilians. Maa | 


Cuarp. II. 
of Lipara, and the other Ilands which are called the Fiolides. 


momeM Ere follow the eolides ; which Iands are in number 
(D feven, namely, Strongyle, Evonyma, Didyme, Phenicnfa, 

, Sacra, Fulcania, Lipara, wherein there is a City of the 
ZO fame name. ‘They are all fituated on a row between 
ERGMOGSAs Italy and Sicilia; they are diftant from Sicilsa almoft a 
hundred’ and fifty furlongs; they are of equall greatneffe, the largeft 
of them contains in circuit a hundreth and fifty furlongs: all of them 
heretofore vomited out fires, wherein to this day are to be feen the 
vents and paflages of the fire: In Strongyle and Saerato this prefent 
out of the opening of the Earth therebreaks forth agreat ‘wind and 
ill favour ; it likewife cafts forth fand and abundance of fired ftones, 
juft as etna did: Some are of opinion, that there be certain fubter- 
ranean paffages between thefe Ilands and etna, and all of them 
breath out their fires from one and the fame caufe: Moreover ( they 
fay)that thefe Ilands in times paft were defert, and that one i 
on 
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Son to King Asfon, difagreeing with his Brothers left Italy, and with 
a band of Souldiers, which he carried over with him in long Ships, 
arrived in this Hand, which from him was called Lipara : and having 
ercéted a City of hisown name there, he improved the lands of the 
other Ilandsalfo. When Liparws grew old, thither came eo/vs thé 
Son of Hippotas, withfome of his Confederates, and taking to Wife. 
Liparus his Daughter, he afterwards governed thefe Iflands; but Lipa- 
ws having a defire to return into Italy,made his abode in the places neet 
Surrentum, which he ruled with much prayfe. Afterwards being dead, 
and interred in fumpiuous manner, the inhabitants ofthe Countrey 
aicribed unto him fuch honours as are due to Herees. Now we read 
that e#elws ( thisishe who (asthe Poets have faigned ) entertained 
V lyffes in his wandrings ) was a jutt and pious man, and very civil! to 
ftrangers. Moreover, he it was that taught Mariners the ufe of Sailes, 
and could foretell by obferving of the fire, what Winds would rife; 
whence it came to pafle, that Poets called him the god of Winds: for 
his extraordinary piety, he was ftyled a Friend of the gods. eelus 
had fix Sons, Ajtrochus, Xathus, Androcleus, Pheremon, Focaftes and 
Agathyr{us 5 who were highly honoured for their Fathers worth and 
virtues: one of them, fecaftes, poffefled thofe places of Italy lying 
about Rhegium. Pheremon and Androcleus held that part of Sicilia 
which reaches from the fea that divides the Iland, even to Lélybanm. 
The territories of this Countrey, which lie Eaft-ward, the Sic#/z inha- 
bited ;- thofe which are Weftward, were inhabited by the Sécaué. 
Thefe people falling out one with another, voluntarily fubmitted them- 
felves to eAiols#s his Sons, refpecting them for their Fathers renowned 
goodneffe, and their care and affeftion towards them. Xsthus gover- 
ned that part of the [land whichis towards Leontium, and retains to 
thefe times the name which he gave it, X#thia. Agathyr{us having the 
command of thofe borders which are now called Agathyrfis, built a 
City there, called from hinfelf Agathyrfis. <Ajtiochws governed Li- 
para; allthefe Sons being emulous of their Fathers virtues, lived in 
great repute and eftimation: Now when -4olws his off-{pring had ruled 
in Sicilia for many years, at laft it failed. Afterwards the Sicilians 
conferred their Principality upontheir Noble men : but the Sicanians 
falling out about the government, entred into a war with one another. 
A long time after, the Hand becomming leffe and lefle populous, certain 
people of Gridus and Rhodes, being opprefled by the Kings of Afia, 
refolved to take with thema Colonie into Sicilia, they elected for their 
Leader one Penthalus a Guidian, who pretended to be defcended of Hip- 
potas, Hercules his Kinfman,; it was then the fiftyeth Olympiad, where 
at the celebration of the games Epzfteliades the Lacedemonian was 
ViGor: When ascomming to Lilybaum, they found the Egeftiaws and 
the Seluntinians in war together, and confederating themfelves with the 
Seluntinians, many of them were flain in a battel which they fought 
againft the Egeffrans, and among the reft, Penthalus their Captain. 
Such of them as {urvived the battel ( where the Seluntinians were over- 
come ) refolved tobe gone from thence, choofing for their Leaders 
Gorgon, Theftor and Epitarfis, and pafling through the Tyrrbene Sea, 
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they arrived at Lipara, where being civilly entertained by the inhabi- 
tants, they dwelt inthe Iland, being in number almoft Five hundred: 
A while after the Tyrrhendans infefting the Sea’ with piracy, for their 
own prefervation they built fhips: and part of them betaking thems 
{elves to tillage, thereft were employed in oppofing the pirates; then 
making their fortunes, and all things elfe common amoneft them, they 
continued for along time in that community of life: afterwards, when ~ 
they had taken Lipara, and the City which belongs to it, they improved 
the lands of the other Iandsto the common advantage; at laft they 
divided all the Hands for twenty years ; but upon thefe terms, that: 
when that time was expired, they fhould again divide them by lot: now 
having overcome the Tyrrhenians in fome battels at Sea, they offered the 
tenths of their {poyls at Delphos: It remains now, that we fet downthe 
caufes of that happineffe and glory whichthe City Lipata afterwards 
attained unto. . 

_ Inthe firft place is Nature her felf; for the Iland is beautified with 
medows, and baths, which are highly commended, and do muchcon- 
duce to the healthfulneffe of the place, being very delightfull to thofe 
that ufethem: by reafon whereof, the Siciéians when they are fick, do 
in great confluence flock thither to be cured, and recover their. former 
health: befides, that Iand produceth a famous mineral! which they 
call Allum 5 from which they of the Iland of Zépara and the Romans 
receive great profits for.in regard that Allum cannot be ‘gotten in any 
other place in the world, it brings great advantage tothis Hand: which 
though it be but little, is yer very fertile of thofe things whereby the life 
of man is fuftained ; it abounds with all forts of fifth and excellent 
fruit. : 

Behinde Lipara Weft-ward, there is a very little Iland not inhabited, 
which. from a certain accident was called Ofteodes : for when the Cars 
thaginrans wagcd war againft the Syracufaus, they went againtt Sicilia 
with a great power of Foot andahuge Navy by Seas nowthe Army 
being compofed of many Mercenaries of feverall Nations, who often 
mutined, efpecially for their pay, if they had it not whenitwas dues 
fome fixty thoufand of them running to the Pretoria tumultuoufly rofe 
up.againit their Commanders, threatning them when they wanted their 
moncy, to.right themfelyes by the force of Arms. The Senate upon 
this fecretly commanded their Officers to cafheer the Mutineers our of 
the Army : They pretending another fervice for them, gotthem a thip- 
board, and caufed them tobe fet on fhore in this Hand; where being left, 
they all perithed by hunger. . So the bones of fo many dead mengavea 
name to this {mall Iand. | 
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C HAP. LV. 
of Milita, Gaulos, Cercinna, Athalia, Cyrnus and Sardinia. 


em Aving reckoned up the Ilands of e£elws, let us now pafle 
X tothe other llands onthe fame fide. On that part of Si- 
cilia which lies towards the South, there be three Hands, 
each whereof have fafe harbors. 

GICs ~The firft, whichthey call Milita (or Malta) hath very The tle of 
commodious harbors, and lies ciftant from Syracufa eighty furlongs, 44/4. 
Theinhabitarts of this Iland are eftcemed fortunate, for they exercife 
feverall Crafts, and make excellent linen cloth, highly approved of 
forthe finenefleand foftnefle thereof : befides, they build very fair 
houfes ( anfwerab‘e tothe quality of the place) which they beautifie 
with plaifier. This Iland is (as it were ) a nurfery of Palm-trees, 
which abound there very much: Tho'e Merchants which faile towards 
the Weftern Sea, make in hither, becaufe of its many fafe harbors: by 
which means, the inhabitants (in regard of the benefit they receive by 
the Merchants ) have much advanced the wealth and glory of the place. 

There is likewife another Iland called Gawlos, having feverall fate 
harbors, and abounding with Palms, 

There is alfo another, called Cercizna, lying towards Africk, where The Tland of 
there isa City of no fmall account, and a Harbor commodious, not 67. 
onely for Merchants, but alfo for Men of War. 

Behinde Lipara there are Ilands fituated towards the Tyrrhene Sea, Zrhalia, 
among which, there is one called eAthalia, oppofire to the City 
Populon-a, and diftant from the Continent almoft a hundred furlongs: 
sthad its name from one e#thalins, who once governed it; here they 
dig ftone, whereof they meke Iron, with which metall that Countrey 
abounds ) andthe Iron which is made of thefe ftones decoéted in fur- 
naces, thcy divide into pieces, relembling great fpunges, which the 
Merchants atter carry away tobefold: of this Iron, Artificers make 
many inftiuments tor Husbandry, and feverall other ules. 

Befides this, there is another Land, diftant thence three hundred fur- The Ue of 
longs, which the Grec/ans call Cyrnos, but by the Romans and its own 91H. 
inhabitants it is called Corfica, this Iland is eafily entred, it hatha fair 
haven, called Syracufium , and two famous Cities, vix Calaris and Ni- 
cea, Calaris was built by the Phoceans, who were afterwards driven out 
of that Hand by the Tyrrhenians : Nicea was built by thofe Tyrrhenians 
which border upon the Sea, who allo had brought the reft of the llands 
of the Tyrrhene Scaunder their fubjeGtion: and having fubdued thofe 
Cities in Cyznus, impofed upon them a tribute of their Rozen, Wax, 
and Honcy, whereot there is plenty in that Iiand. The Bond-men there 
do much differ from thofe in other places, in their manner of living: 
the landis large, and for the moft part mountainous and woodie, and 
well moyftened with rivers: the people there feed on milk, honey and 
fleth (the Countrey affords all this plentifully ) which, above other 
Bajbarians, they communicate to one another, moderately and ta 
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the honey-combes which are gotinthe trees On the mounraines, they 
permit to be theirs who firft finde them ; their fheep are diftinguifhed 
by marks, and fo are fecured to their Owners without a Shepheard , 
they are extreamly juft one to another in all their private actions. There 
is among them a very ftrange cuftome at the birth of their children, for 
when the Woman is brought abed, there is no further care had Of het 
in that cafe, but her Husband (as if he himfelfe were delivered of the 
childe ) for certain dayes is looked to, and tended in ftead of his Wife. 
This Nand produceth plenty of Yew-trees, where they finde honey of 
avery bitter tafte: The Barbarians which inhabit the Iland, ufe feverall 
Dialects, and hard to be underftood: the Menof the Iand are in nim. 
ber above thirty thoufand. 

Next to this is the Hand of Sardinia, equall in compaffe to Sicilia. 
it is pofleffed by a barbarous people called the J olai, who are reputed 
to-be derived from Tolaus, andthe T hefpides, whereof many Came into | 
this! Tland : for at what time Hercules undertook. his renowned labours, 
he fent thofe children ( which he had begot by the Daughters of The- 
Spins with a great company both of Greetans and Barbarians (as he was 
advifed by an Oracle ) into Sardinia, to plant a Colonie there; which 
Tolaws ( Hercules his Nephew ) perceiving, went himfelf thither; where 
having built no very contemptible Cities, and gor the whole C ountrey 
under his power, he named the people To/aans, after his own name: 
where he ereéted Schools and Temples, and inftituted other things 
which concerned the peoples welfare, whereof there are extant monu- 
ments to this day. It was declared by the Oracle, that that Colonie 
fhould continue always free, and that Oracle is verified to thefe times 5 
for though the Carthagiwians invaded the Hand with great forces, yet 
they never brought the Zolaaus into fubje@ion : for they betooke 
themfelves to mountainous and rugged places, and making themfelves 
dwellings under ground, fed upon milk, and cheefe, and fleth, which 
they had notwithftanding in abundance : they declined the toyl of til- 
lage, and lived quietly inthe mountains; and though the Carthaginians 
often fet upon them, yet at laft (being terrified by the difficulty of 
the places ) they were fain to leave them free. Laftl y, the Romans often 
attempted to conquer them, but through the advantage of thofe places, 
they continued invincible. Tolaus having fet all things in order forthe 
advancement of the Colonie, returned into Greece. The 7 helpides after 
they had for many ages governed that Hand, at length, fetting faile for 
Italy, feated themfelves in places about Cuma : the remnant laying afide 
their barbaroufneffe,made choyce of good Captains of their own Coun- 
trey men to lead them, and continue their liberty to this day. 
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of Pityufa, aud the Ilands which fome call Baleares. 


Efides thefe Hands, there is another Pityuf4, fo called from 
the Pine-trees which growthere in abundance. It is diftant 
from Hercules Pillars three days fayling, from Africk, a day 

eee andanights; from Jveria, one days : it isin extent equall to 

Corcyra, and reafonably plentifull. Itbears vines, though very thin, 

and other trees inthe valleys; they preferre the Wool above any other 

thing that Countrey affords: it hath a City called Enef{us, a Colonie 
of the Carthaginians; which for the compaffe of the Walls, the number 
of Houles, and the commodioufneffe of the Harbor, is fufficiently 

known. Befides, it bears {everall forts of Palm-trees, and is inhabited 

by the Phaenzeciais ; this Colonie was brought thither a hundred and 

fixty years after the building of Carthage, : 

There are alfy other Hands oppoftre to Spain, called by the Grecians 

( Gymnefie ) from the nakedneffe of the people, who go in.Summer 

time withour cloachs: Butby themfelves and the Romans they are called The Bateares, 

Baleares, fromthe cafting of the Sling, wherewith they fling ftones 

more directly then other people: the middlemoft of thefe is greater 

then any of the other Ilands, excepting feven, v7%. Sicilia, Sardinia, 

Creta, Eubaa, Cyprus, Cyrnos and Lesbos; itisdiftant from Spain one 

days failing. The leaft lies towards the Eaft, where are bred all kinde 

of Cattle, but efpecially many, which are both great and make a fhrill 

found: Each of thefe Ilands is fertile and fruitfull, well peopled, con- 

raining above thirty thoufand men; they are much inclined to drink 

Wine, whichis very precious in thofe Iands ; | they have nooyl at all, 

therefore they anoint their bodies with Maftick and Swines greafe min- 

gledtogether. They affect Women extreamly, in fo much, that they 

will redeem one Woman with three or four men: they abide in hollow 

ftones, and neer fteep rocks ; they dig caves inthe ground, which ferve 

them for houfes to live in, and holds to fecure them; they ufe not either 

gold or filver Coin, and probibit any to be brought into the and, 

alledging fora reafon, that Herca/es made war upon Geryon the Son of 

Chryfasrus, who was very opulent in gold and filver; imagining, that 

as long as they have ncither gold nor filver, thetr lives are not expofed 

totreacheries ; wherefore, when once heretofore they ferved in a war 

with the Carthaginians, with the pay which was given them,they boughe 

Wine and Women, and brought them home with them. It 1s a very 

ftrange cuftome which they have at their Weddings; for amongft 

thofe of their acquaintance and friends which are invited to the 

Marriage-feaft, the firft man and fecond, and fo the reft, according to 

their ages (though they be a great number) do know the Bride; and the 

Bridegroom himfelf is in the laft place admitted to his Wife; they are 

l:kewife fingular, and.much differing from other people inthe manner 

of their fepulchres: for they cur the bodies in pieces, and caft them 

into a veflell, upon which they lay a great heap of ftones. Their 
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weapons are three Slings ; onethey wrap about their heads, the other 
about their middles, and the third they hold intheir hands. In battef 
they fling far greater ftones then others doe, with that force, that. one 
would believe they were fhot out of fome Engine. At the affaule of 
Cities, none can peep out of their Works from the walls but the 
wound them with their ftoness and in fight they dafh to pieces thields, 
head-peeces, and all kinde of armours they dart their ftones fo dj- 
rectly, that they do {carcely ever mifle the mark, which dexterity they 
acquire by their coutinuall practife from their childhood; for they are 
put to it by their Mothers, who feta loaf of bread upon a beam, and 
fuffer their children to have no meat, before they hit down that bréad, 
for them to eat. 


Cuar. VI. 


Of the Ilands of the Ocean which lie towards the Weft. 


@ Aving f{poken of thofe Hands which lie towards Her- 
Wi NYA PY cules his Pillars; we will paffe to the Ilands of the 
INS) Zitgeenae 

Ld mea : AY 


Ocean. 
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pleafan 


Thereis a very great Iland towards Africk, of fundry 
dayes fayling in the Ocean, it confifts of fertile fields, 


the world ) it was unknown; nowI willtell you howa while after it 
was difcovered. 

The Phenicians ( heretofore travelling into divers places of traffique ) 
took advantage to plant feverall Colonies in Africk, and fome in the 
Weltern partsof Ewrope, who afterwards growing very rich, and 
pafling beyond the Pillars of Hercules into the Ocean, they founded a 
City in Cherronefus not far from Pillars which they called Gadira : 
Amongft other buildings in this City, they ere@ed a Temple of 
tumptuous workmanthip, to Hercules, which even to our times is in 
high reverence and efteem, and the folemnities continued according to 

the 
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the Pheniciaa manner. Divers of the Roman Captains, who have been 
famous for their atchievments, have paid thofe vows which they made 
to this ood. The Phenicians ( failing through the Ocean by the Coatts 
of, Afr: 16h ) were overtaken by atempett, which lafting for many dayes, 
drave them into this Hand, where, obferving the nature and goodneffe 
of it, shed ifcovered it to others. Now the Tyrrhenians ( who were 
powerfull at fea) had an intent to fend a Colony into that Iland,>but 
were prohibited by the Carthaginians ; fearing, that the excellency of 
the place mi ight invite them all to goe thither: for this intent the ey con- 
cealed it, to theend, that when nany misfortune fhould befall their own 
City at any time, they might have that as a refuge to betake themfelves 
unto. But let us return to Evrope; 
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4 of Britannie, azd of that which w called Balila; 
where Amber Crows. 


2.N the Ocean ( oppofite tothe Hercy#zan Mountains of France 
| the greareft in all Europe ) there lie many Mands : 
h greatelt ofthem is Brztamnze, which in former times 
Pay ver knew the command ofa forainers for we read not,that 
either Dionyfivs, or Hercules, or any other Heroe or Commander ever 


a) 


' 
{ wmiicn } 
{ Wiliell d} 


reed | 


b> 
\& 
ead Be. 5 


invadedthem. For C. Cefar, whofe atchievements have intituled him hae lend Subd 


God, wasthe firftthat fe bdued the Britaimes, compelling them to a“ 
sep tribute. Butofthe'e (when time ferves ) we fhall {peak more 
la reely 

his ; Hand is in form Triangular, like Sicilias of unequall fides, 
fprecding it felf ob! iquely towards se where it isneereft to the 
Conrinear, there is a Promontorie called Carion, diftant from land 
(when it is hig ‘h water ) almofta hundred furlongs. The other Pro- 
montorie, which ae name Velerium, is divided from the Continent 
(according to report ) four days ane s the other fide which is called 
Orchas, \yes toward the Sea, The lealt fide of it next to Europe extends 
it felf, as they fay, 7000 furlongs in length; the extent of the fe- 
cond fide from Carson to th a¢ P romontory, contains 15000 furlongs ; 
the third fide 200¢0, fo the compaffe of the whole Iland is computed to 
be 42000 furlongs. 

Thofe which inhabite Britanuie are the naturall people thereof; who 
live after the old fafhion. In battel they ufe Chariots, as ( it is written) 
the ancient Heroes of Greece did at the war of Troy ; their houfes are 
of reecs, or forthe moft part of ante ; they houfe up their Corn in 
the ear, thre {hing out as much of it ag ferves them by the day; they 
are of much intecrit ty and fimplicityin their behaviour, far from that 
craft and cunning which is among us; their Dietis plain and homely, 
favouring nothing of that luxurioufneffe which rhe richer fort of peo- 
pie eufe. The Iland is very populous ; the climate ( being Northerly ) 
ts cold: they have feyerail Kings and Princes, which are at amity among 

Qq 2 themfelves : 
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themfelves: But of thefe things more exa@ly when we come to Speak 
of Cafar’s ations when he fubdued the Britaizs. Now we will f peak 
of the Tinne which is got there. , 

Thofe Britazms which live neer the Promontorie Velerium ( by means 
of their converfation with Merchants which come thither for Tin ) are 
more civill then the reft to ftrangers. Thefe dig their Tin out of a 
ftony ground, and when they have dilated it by the fire, they carry ic 
toa certain Bréti/b Iand called Ié¢a, neer which there are places which 
appear to be Ilands when it is full Sea; butat low water (the thoar 
being then dry ) they carry over their Tin in Carts. There js one 
thing peculiar to thefe [ands which lie between Europe and Britannic. 
that is, that at full fea they appearto be Ilands, but at low water, 
the Continent: Out of thefe lands the Merchants tranfport their Tin 


into Gallas thence they convey it by horfes (almoft in 30 dayes ) 


to the head of the river Eridanws. Hitherto of Tin, we are now to {peak 
of Amber. 

Oppofite to that part of Scythia which is beyond Gallia, there lies 
an Iland inthe Ocean, called Bafilea, whereinto abundance of Am- 
ber is caft by tempefts, which is to be found in no part of the 
world befides : Some of the Ancients have delivered fables of it, 
not worth our belief, for which pofterity hath blamed them. Yet 
fome, as well Hiftorians as Poets, do write; That Phaetoz the Son 
of Sol, when he was a Boy, befought his Father that he would 
give him leave to govern the chariot of the Sun for one day; 
which his Father yeelding unto, and he getting into the chariot, 
being unable to rein the horfes, the chariot was caryed out of its 
wonted courfe; by which wandering of the horfes, the heavens 
were firft fet on fire, and that circle which is called Galsxia was 
made by that means, afterwards a grea part of the world was 
burnt thereby: whereat fupiter being moved, flew Phaeton with a 
thunderbolt, and reduced the Sun to its wonted courfe againe. 
Phaeton (they fay) falling into thofe waters which are now Called 
Pe, heretofore Eridanus, and the Nymphs his fifters bewailing his 
death, were through extremity of grief turned into Poplat-trecs, 
which once every year fend forth tears, whereof that Amber is made, 
which goes beyond all others : but fecing pofterity hath difcerned, 
how far thefe fabulous reports are from truth; we will follow the 
true relationthereof. Amber is ingendered in the aforefaid Hand: 
which the Countrey-men conveying to the next Continent, itis from 
thence tranfported to thefe very places. | 
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Cuar. VIIL | 
of Gallia, Celtiberia, Iberia, Liguria, Tyrrhenia, and of thofe whe 


inhabit thofe Countries, and what Laws are in ufe i 
among ft them, 


In times paft there ruled over the Ce/te a renowned The Ctite. 
perfon, who had a Daughter, that in the extraordinary great 
proportion of her body, and comelyneffe, exceeded all other : this 
Maid proud of her ftrength and beauty, defpifed all that made fuit to 
have her to their Wife, thinking none worthy to marry her : in the 
mean time Hercules ( making war upon Geryon) came into Celtica, and 
built there the City .alexza: the admiring the virtue of Hercules, and 
excellency of his perion, got her parents leave to enjoy him, of 
whom he begat a Son called Galata, who furpaffed all of his age, 
both in tke qualities of his minde,-and ftrength of body: when he 
came to be a man, and had entred upon his Fathers Kingdome, 
he fubdued by his excellent atchievementsin war many of the adjacent 
borders; calling all whom he fubdued after his own name, Galate ; 
whence all that Countrey came to be called Galatia, that is to fay, 
Gallia: Thisis divided into feverall Countreys, which differ in the 
number of their inhabitants; forthat which is accounted the greateft 
of them, can make 200000 men, the other 50000. One of thefe 
Nations entred into league withthe Romans, which continued to this 
very age. | 

The Countrey inclines much to the North; the climate is cold, for 
in Wintertime in ftead of water it is filled up with fnow, there is fo 
much froft in the Countrey, that the rivers when they are frozen, are 
paffable not onely by a few, but even by great Armies, with their 
chariots and carriages. Divers great rivers run winding through Gal- 

Jia, {ome iffuing out of deep lakes, others from the mountains, which 
partly run intothe Ocean, and partly into our fea. 

Of thofe Rivers which make their courfe into our Countrey, the 
preatelt is Rhodanus, which having its bead inthe Alps, fallsinto our 
Sea through five mouthes. | 

Of thofe which fall into the Ocean, the greateft are thought to be The Dambic 
the Danubie'‘and the Rhine, over which C. Ca/far in our time made 44 the Rhine, 
ftrange bridges, and conveying his Foot forces over them, fubdued 
the Gal/z which lived on the other fide of the RAzne. 

There are in Ce/tica feverall other Rivers sble to bear fhips, which 
for brevity fake Lomit tofpeak of. Burallthefe being frozen over for 
the moft part in Winter, people paffe fafely over them, cafting chaffe 
under their feetto prevent flipping. | 

But there is one ftrange thing which happens in the greater Gallia, 
that we are not to paffe overin filence. In Summer time there are The force of 
winds which blow out of the Weft and North with that es Winds, 
an 
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and force, that they carry away ftones as great as one can eralp intheir 
hands, .andtumble them up together like heaps of fand. Sometimes 
they blow off peoples cloaths, and weapons, and caft the riders fom 
their horfes. Laftly, {uch isthe coldneffe of that air, as the Coun. 
trey produces neither. Wine nor Oyle, wherefore the people are 
forced to make themiclves drink of Barley, which they call Zythus s 
fometimesthey ufe water mingled with honey : They are fo extraor- 
dinarily given to Wine, thatthey drink it jeft as tris broug brin by the, 
Merchants, and intoxicated with the excefle thereof, they cither fall 
afleep, or mad: Whence it comes to pafle, that many of the Itadian 
Merchants ( through defire of gain ) carrying it thither, either in thips, 
or wagons by land, get a boy in exchange for arundlet of Wine. 
There is no filver in.all Gatias they have gold there produced 
naturally without art or labour: for the rivers pafling with diffi. 
culty through their feverall windings, and the waters which’ fall 
from the Mountains, overflowing their banks, leave a golden {and be- 
hinde them in the fields; afterwards the clods, which have the gold 
gliftering in them, being rubbed, and the earth wafhed from them ; 
the reft is caftinto the furnace, where, after itis molten and purificd, 
both men and women make ufe of it toadorn their bodies withall s for 
they deck their fingers and wrifts with golden bracelets; about theit 
necks they wear great chains of gold, and fuch are the rings upon their 
fingers, and corflets upon their breafts. | 

Thereis one thing very ftrange and fingular, which they obfervein 
the Temples of their gods, wherein their fervices they fcatter abour a- 
burdance of gold; which they offer to the gods 5 yet none of them 
(though they be a people greedy of gold) dare out of a reverence to 
their Religion touch any of it: They area foft people, of a fair com- 
plexion, and tall. Their hair, although it be naturally red, yet they 
have an art to make that naturall colour deeper. They. curle their hair 
with Crifping irons, and caft them from their foreheads towards their 
fhoulders, fo that they look like Satyrs or Children they make their 
hair fo ftiffe, that they are juft like horfe mains. Some ot them fhave 
their beards, others let them grow alittle; their Nobles ( indeed ) doe 
fhave their eye-lids, but let their beards grow to that lenoth that they 
cover their bodies : whence it comes to p.lle, thar when they eat they are 
full of meat, and when they drink the drink feemeth to run down them 
asthrougha channel. Attheir v.duals they all fit, yet notin feats, but 
on the ground, with wolves or dogsskins {pread under them : young 
boyes wait on them. They have their fires hard by, where they have 
pots and {pits full of meat. They honor the beft fort with the beft meat; 
yuft (asthe Poets tellus) the Nobles honoured Ajax, when he had 
overcome Hector ina duell. 

They invite ftrangers to their tables, and after meat they Inquire of 
them whatthey are, and what are their cccafions. It is their cuftome 
after meat, to fall into fome emergent difcourfe, andto challenge one 
another, without any regard of their life. They are ftrongly of Py- 
thagoras’s opinions namely, that the fouls of men are immortal, and 
that when their bodics are dead, they return again (after a certain time) 

into 


sp OE EA i a ED Dian, PA = ae _ eee roe . — 
, os * % FE eo ~ nia , she ee “ae 


Book V I. Diodorus Siculus. 


into other bodies: whence itis that fome of them write Epiftles, and 
caft them into the pile of fire, as though the dead fhould read them. 
Intheir journeys or fights they ufe chariots drawn withtwo Horfes, 
diiven by a Charioter. i | 

In battle they firft affaule their enemie out of their chariot with a 
dart, then quitting their chariot, they fight with their {words on foot. 
Some of them are fo regardletfe of death that they will fight naked: 
they make choyce of the poorer fort of their Freeymen, to guard their 
bodies, who likewife ferve as Waggoners, and to carry their fhields. 
They march before their Army when itis drawn up, and challenge and 
provoke the ftouteft of their enemies to a fingle combate, brandifhing 
their arms, tocreate a terrour inthem. Whenore of them behaves 
himfelf manfullyin the field, they blazen out both his Anceftors and 
his own prayfes and virtues; they undervalue their enemies actions as 
contemptibie. Laftly, they extoll allthat were daring among them 
in fight, they cut off the heads of thofe that they flay inthe field, and 
tie them to their horfes necks: they deliver the bloody fpoyls of their 
enemies to their fervants, to hang them up at their dores, with fongs 
and hymnes; juft as they doe thofe wilde beafts which they take in 
hunting: But the heads of their greater enemies they embalm with 
{pices, and preferve with great care, fhewing them to ftrangers ; they 
cannot be brought to part with them at any rate, either to their parents 
orothers. They fay that fome of them have gloryed in that they have 
refufed ( out of a barbarous oftentation of their magnificence ) the 
weight of gold for ahead. For it isnot noble to part withthe badges 
of warlike honour; but it is cruelty and incivility to oppofe the 
dead. 

They wear their garments tough, and party-coloured, to terrifie 
their enemies withall, whichthey call Braceas; their Caffocks are of 
cords made in winter thick, but thin in fummer. 

They ufe earthen veffels painted about with flowers. They bear for 
Axmis, a fhield according to the proportion of the man, which they 
may garnifh asthey pleaie: Some bear in their fhields the forms of 
beafts inbraffe; which ferve both for ornament, and to preferve their 
bodies. ‘They guardtheir heads with a brazen head-peece, which is 
raifed fomewhat high; wherein are fet, either horns, or the effigies of 
birds or four-footed beafts ingraven. Their Trumpets are barbarous, 
making a fhrill and turbulent noyfe. They ufe Iron breaft-plates : Some 
fight naked, with fucharms as Nature furnifhes them with. In ftead 
of {words, they wear lonz Iron weapons, which hang bya brazen 
chain‘attheir right fide. They fightslikewife with darts, which they 
call Lances, the fhafts being acubit or more in length; and almoft of 
two hands breadth: Their Swords arc little leffe then Hunting -ftaves, 
and their Hunting: ftaves have harper points then their Swords. Their 
{words are either ftreight or bowed, fitted for cutting or thrufting. 

T beir looks are dreadfull, their voyces ftrong and harfh. They {peak 
fhort‘and ob{curely, and (on purpofe) doubtfully : they {peak much 
(boaftingly.) in their own commendation, and in contempt of others. 
They are of athreatning difpofition, Detractors, and puffed up as 
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fel-opinion: of fhaip wits, and very capable of earning, Among 
them they have melodious Poets, which they call Bardes, thefe fin 
with other inftruments, as is done with the Harp, extolling (ome, and 
difpraifing others. Their Philofophers and Divines, which they call 
Sarromida, are in higheft efteem with them. Moreover, they have 
certain Prophets, which foretell things withtheir Auguries and Sacra- 
fices ; thefe are much honoured, and receive great obicrvance from all 
the people. When they fallinto confulration about matters of confe- 
quence, they obfervea ftrange and incredible cuftome ; for they cura 
mans throat, and when he falls, by the fall and laceration of his limbs, 
and by the gufhing out of the blood, (according to an ancient kinde of 
obfervation ) they judge of what is to come. 

it istheir manner, to offer no facrifice without a Philofopher, for 
they believe, that facred matters ought to be performed, by fuch onzly 
as are privy to the will of the gods, as perfons neerer to them: and that 
by their interceffion all good thingsare to be asked for of the gods : they 
make ufe of their advice both in peace and war: the Poets are in {9 
much efteem with them,that when two Armies meet, thoughrthey have 
drawn (words, and caft darts at each other, yet at their mediation, nor 
onely they oftheir own fide, but their enemies alfo will defift: In fo 
mutch, that among the wilder Barbarians paffion will give ear to reafon, 
and Mars re{pects the Mutes. : 

Now I thal write of that which many know not of: They who inhabit 
the Mediterranean Countréys beyond Maffilia, and live neer the Alps 
and Pyrenean Mountains, are called Celte: they who live beyond 
thefe ( Northerly ) in the Countreys towards the Ocean, and they who 
live about the Mountain Hereiaus, and from thence as far as Scythia, 
are called Galli. 

Among thefe, the Women doe not onely equall the Men in proporti- 
on, butalfoin ftrength of body. Their Children are many of them 
gray-haired, but when they come to yeers, they are of the colour of 
their Parents. Some of them which live towards the North, and 
border upon Scythia, being more barbarous then the reft, are faid to 
feed upon mans flelh: As they do alfo who inhabit that pari of Britannie, 
which ts called Jv. The report of their ftoutneffe and immanity occa- 
fiored them to fay, that they which in old time ran over almoft all 
Afia, and were called Cimmerians, were the very fame that a while 

The cimbrians, after were Called Cimbrians; who , as heretofore) make robbery 
sad theis acts. cheir profeffion, regarding nothing but what they get from others, 
Thefe are they, who having facked Rome, and robbed the Temple of 
Apollo at Delphos, made a great part of Europe, and no {mall por- 
uonof Afatriburary untothem; and took poffeffion of the lands of 
thofe whom they had fubdued : they of them which pafied into Greece, 
were called Gallo-grecians , finally, they confumed feverall great Ar- 

mies of the Romans. | 
The Gallo-g'a- Their impiety in their fervices of the gods, is equall tothis their fa- 
Myer vagenefle. “Their Malefactors, when they have kept them five yeers, 
faftning them to flakes, they immolate them to the gods upon great 
piles with other Sacrifices, Likewifethey facrifice their captives tothe 
gods: 
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gods: Some of them take thofe beafts which they have got from their 
enemies, and cut them in pieces with the men ;.and fo, either burn 
them in facrifice, or ocherwife deal with them: Although they have 
beautifull Women, yet luft they exceflively after Males. As they 
fleep upon the ground ia beafts skins, they have watch-men of el- 
ther fide of them. Theyare of a ftrange impudence, for they make 
it nothing to expofe their bodies openly to others, and think ic no 
indecency, but rather efteem it a dull pait in any to deny that fa- 
vour when “tis offered. But of thefe things heretofore. Now let us The céltiberis 
paffe to the Celtiberians. | : it Ans, 

In times paft, the Jderians and the Celte contending together 
about lands, at length agreeing, and making their Countreys com- 
mon to one another, and permitting mutual] marriages, are faid by 
reafon of thatcommunion to have got that common name. 

Thefe two ftout Nations (combined together in a fertile Coun- 
trey). made the name of the Celriberians famous. Afterwards, in 
Jength of time, and with much adoe they were vanquilhed by the 
Romans; for they have not onely Horfe-men, but Foot-men, fit for 
fervice; beyond all others in ftrength and ability to undergoe ha- 
zards. They wear fhort garments and of black colour, having wool 
like unto goats hair. | | 

Some of them arm themfelves with light thields, others with Thee Aus 
round boffes, as great as fhields; about their thighes they roule 
boots made of hair, their Head-peeces of braffe, their Crefts of 
palms, their Swords are of plain Iron, about a hands-breadth 
broad, which they make ufe of in a cfofe fight. They prepare 
Iron, after their manner, to make weapons of, for they hide iron 
plates inthe ground, and fuffer them to continue fo long there, till 
the ruft cats away the weaker part of it, and leaves the {tronger re- 
maining, whereof they make very ftrong {words, and other necef- 
fary inftruments of war: when they are made in this manner, all 
things yeeld to thems fo that neither Buckler, nor Head-peece, nor 
any thing elie can withftand them. Having two {words a piece, 
when they have conquered on horfe-back, they leap off their horfes and 
affift the Foot. , | aie ape uae ON 

There is a ftrange cuftome amongft them : for though they be 
very curious to have their meat cleanly, yet they feem nafty and 
flovenly in one thing ; which is, that they wath all their body . 
with urine, and rub their teeth with it, thinking this the beft way 
to preferve their bodies. — yi aa 

They are cruell to Malefa@tors and enemies, but to ftrangers Their Hofpita’ 
courteous and hofpitable; for they treat {trangers that come among lity. : 
them civilly, fo that chey ftrive one with another in a certain kinde 
- of emulation, who fhall be moft refpeéted by them : they who are 
followed by ftrangers are commended and efteemed as the friends 
of the gods. | rane. ot | 

They feed abundantly of feverall forts of flefh : they make Their Food; 
drink of honey, their Countrey affording plenty of it : they buy 
the wine they drink, which Merchants carry thither: Of all the 
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people about them, they love the V acct beft ; for every year they 
divide their ground, and communicate their fruit one with another, gi- 
ving to each his portion: Wherefore, if any one takes away ought that 

trains to the Husband-man, he is prefently punifhed with death. 
The Lufiani-” They whoare called Lufitanians, are accounted the ftouteft of the 
as Celtiberians , they ufe little targets compofed of finews, wherewith 
in fight they protect their bodies; thefe they manage with fo much 
agiliry, that with themthey keep off both blows and arrowes: their 
Darts are of iron and hooked, their Head-peeces and Swords are of 
that fafhion which the Celtiberians doc ufe. They caft their Darts very 
far, and with much dexterity. In fight they ftand to ita long time, the 
body of their Army being moveable and light, whereby with more 
eafe'they both avoyd the enemy and purfue him. The Celzsberians fur- 
paffe therm in undergoing of perils. In peace they practife Dancing, | 
which they perform with a certain agility of their legs. They go to war 
by number, finging a Paar when they encounter their enemies : They a- 
mong the Lufitanians,who are lufty and daring efpecially,the poorer fort, 
make a head together, and on the rugged mountains (in feveiall places 
of Iberia} wander about in light armor, and nimble of bodies,playing the 
robbers; and when they have made havock in the Countric, they betake 
themfelves to the Mountains, astotheir refuge, for the craggineffe of 
the places will fufferno Army to come at them. The Romans have 
often gone againft them with great forces, and repreffed their boldneffe, 
for they would by no means endure to have robberies committed. It 
remains now that we write of their Silver, whichis both very good 
and very plentifull among them, and brings much advantage to the 
inhabitants. We have fpoken in the former book of Hercules his 
feats. : ) 
The Mountains of Iberia ( which are called the Pyrenean) are beyond 
all other both for height and greatneffe : for they reach from the Sou- 
thern Ocean, to that which lies not far from the Northern pole, divi- 
ding Gala from Iberia: they likewile extend themfelvesthrough Cel- 
tiberia'3000 furlongs: Having heretofore many Woods in them, it is 
faid, that certain Shepheards caft fire into them, and by that means all 
leks the thofe hill-countries were bu ned, whence they affirm, that thofe Moun- 
Pyreneanmour~ vaing were called Pyrenat, the fire lafting many days, feverall ftreams 
name, of filver came flowing down from the Mountains, by the force of the 
flames: the inhabitants not knowing what it was, the Merchants of 
Phenicia ( giving in exchange for it fome trifling things) carryed it 
into Greece and A/ia and other Countreys, whereby they became very 
rich: for they were fo greedy of it, that when they had loaded their 
fhips therewith, they took the lead from off their anchors, and puton 
the filver, which remained in the place therecf. 
The Phenicians being enriched by this market, they diftributed fe- 
verall Colonies into Sicilia and the neighboring Ilands; and into Lyéva, 
Sardinia and Iberia. 
The Iberians Cat laftcoming to know what filver was) gave them- 
felves tothe getting of metals, and having gotten abundance of excel- 


fent filver, they made great advantage of it. Whereas Gold, a 
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and Braffeare the principall metals; they who are imployed in getting 
of Braffe, have for themfelves a fourth part of what they dig, they 
who dig the Silver, receive for three dayes an Ewboick talent : for ail 
the land is ftuft with filver, fothatit is a wonder to fee both the nature 
of the Countrey, and the continuall labour of the Workmen : fot 
they who moft bufied themfelves in getting of metals, became verys 
rich: For the filver is eafie to come by, the Countrey affords fuch 
plenty of it. Afterwards, (whenthe Romans had conquered the Iberians) 
the Ialians for their gain undertook{the work themfelves, 8 were much 
enriched thereby; for they fet abundance of purchafed flaves to work 
inthe Mines: who fearching up and down for the veins of the Metall, 
dig out plenty of gold and filver, undermining the ground for feverall 
furlongs. Here they get Metall with much more eafe and benefit, then 
they doein Attica: forthere they are at much charges in the digging, 
and are often deceived of their expeétation; when either they finde not 
what they look for, or elfe, when that they get it fo little, thar it will 
not quit the coft. 

In Spain they that dig metals meet with more then they expeét, for 
by realon of the happineffe of the foil, they finde clots full of gold 
and filver, for all the grounds abound with them : they fometimes 
meet with Rivers running under-ground, whofe courfes (in hope of 
gain, with great labour ) they cutoff; and ( whichis more ftrange ) 
they turn them another way, by thofe which they call cL gyptian 
pumps, invented by WArchimedes when he went into efigypt. By 
thefe kinde of inftruments ( with a great deal of artand diligence ) doe 
they drain the mines whence the metals are digged, cafting the water 
upwards. 

: One would admire at Arshimedes his wit, not onely in thefe, but 
in many greater things, which he did in divers parts of the world: 
whereof we will write more exactly when we come to his times.s 
_ The Slaves who are imployed about thefe metals, bring to their 
Matftersan incredible gain: Many of them labouring night and day, 
take fo much pains, that they kill themfelves, for they allow them 
no reft or intermiffion in their labour, but force them by ftripes to 
work continually ; whence it hapneth that they feldome live long. 
Yet fome of them that are of {trong bodies, and vigorous fpirits, do Ba 
continue a great while in that calamitie : who notwithftanding (fuch 
is the miferable condition of their being ) do rather with for death then 
life. Although there be many things in finding out this art of metals, 
worthy of our wonder, yet let us not marvail why none are of later in- | 
invention, but were allof them found out by the Carthaginians, when 
they inhabited Iberia : hence it was that they afterwards became fo 
powerfull, for with their filver they hired the beft fouldiers, and 

managed feverall wars againft their enemies; they brought the 

| Romans, the Sicilians; andthe Lybians into great ftraights, although 
they made ule neither of their own Countrey-men, or of their Con- 
federates to fight for them : for they were richer then all of them, by 
reafon of their abundance of gold and filver. It fhould feem that the i 
Phenicians were in old time very apprehenfive of their owne advans i 
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4A Tbe Hiftory of Book VI. 
tage: the Ztalians therein were inferiour to none: There is likewife 
Tin growing in feverall places of Iberia , not found cafualiy, as fome 
Writers have affirmed, but digged out there, and forged as filver 
and gold: for above Lufitania, they dig out Tin in the Ilands next 
odjacent tothe Jberiaz Ocean, which from Tin are called Caffiterides. 
Yet moft of it is brought out of Britannze into that part of France 
which lies oppofite to that Iland. Thence the Celssck Merchants 
carry it with horfes by land through Mar([eWiesto the City Narbona, 
a Colony of the Romans, the beft Martin all thofe parts either for con- 
venience or benefit of thofe that come to it. 
Hitherto have we fpoken of the GaMs and Celtiberiaas, now let us 
pefle on tothe Ligurians. 

The Ligutians, . Thefe people inhabiting a rugged and moft barren Countrey, with 
sy ©" much and continual labour ger them a hard living: for the Coun- 
ageiscenua, trey being full of trees, fome of them fpend their time in hewing 
down tmber, fome in tillingthe ground, which is fo cumbred with 
ftones, that one crnnot dig aclor without aftone. Thefemenbeing 
thus naturally accuftomed to this miferable kinde of life, althoughthey 
undergoe it with much toil, yet they perceive but little inconveni- 
encethereby. For continuall exercife and {pare diet rendreth them 
bodies Jufty and ftrong. Their Women likewife beftow themfelves 
in the employmen:s proper to men, and accuftoming themfelves to 
work withthem, ‘They are much addiéed to hunting, fuftaining 
their other wants with the wilde beafts whichthey take. Moreover, 
their frequent fnows, and other mountainous afperities, render 
them bodies active and able. Some of them ( becaufe Corn’is 
fcarce amongft them, have for food, fometimes tame, fometimes 
wilde beafts, and take water for drink. They make ufe of fuch 
hearbs as the Countrey affords, being a people among whom neither 
Ceres cx Dionyfius did everjvouchfafe to come, which are Deities moft 
of all ufefull to humane kinde. For the moft:part they lié on the 
eround, and feldome come into houfes or cottages, moft of them 
beraking themfelves to hollow rocks, and naturall caves, to thelter 
their bodiesin : thus they live ( as people did of old ) with any provi- 
fion atall. | 
Laftly, their Women have the ftrength of ‘Men, and their Men 
ef wilde beafts.. They tell us, how oftentimes-a vigorous Jufty 
Gaul hath been overcome in a duell by a leanand flender Ligurian. 
They bear lighter arms then the Romans, covering their bodies with 
long fhields, made in the fafhion of thofe the Gadi do ufe, with their 
coats wrapped about them. They are armed withthe skins of wilde 
keafts, and {word of areafonable fize: {ome of them have altered their 
tirms intothe fafhion of the Romans, whom they imitated that way. 
They are very ftout and ingenious, not only in their wars, but in com- 
mon conyerfation;, they traffick, paffing through the Sardonian and 
Lyb:ck Seas, voluntarily expofing themfelves to great dangers: for 
they faile with boats, not fafhioned like unto thips; whence it 
comes to pafle, that in a ftorm they are in. great perill of their 

LLVES 6 


“ 
Pt 


wh 


The 


Si) 


Book V I. Diodorus Siculiv: 245 

The Zyrrbenians, (for it remains thar we fpeak of them) men The ryisbeni- 
famous for their valour, and of great dominiom) have builded ma- 
ny andrich Cities; they have likewife a powerfull Navy, having 
been long Matters of the Sea. The Jtalian Sea they have denomi- 
nated from themfelvesthe Tyrrbenian, They are likewile very ftrong 
in Foot-forces. They were the firft that invented the Trumpet, asa 
thing very ufefull in war, calling it after their owne name Tyrrhe- 
na, To the Generall of their Armies they. gave feverall honora- 
bie cognizances, allowing him Liétors, an Ivory throne, and a 
Purple robe., They added to their houfes porches, for their: fers 
van's and other companies to retire into: which the Romans after- 
wards imitating, and bettering the fafhion of them, [transferred in- 
to their own Cae the 

They {pentmuch time in Learning, and in the fearch of Naturall 
caufes, and in Theology; they, went beyond all other in the in- 
terprctation of Lightnings; in fo much, that even to ourtimes they 
are admired by all the world, which makes. ufe of them to inter- 
pret they prefages of Lightning. They dwell in a fertile Coun- 
trey, which by art and induftry they render. more plentifull : Their 
tables are furnifhed twice in the day fumptuoufly, where all delica- 
cies that belong to banquets are ferved up in abundance : They 
ufe to have their garments of. feverall colours, and curioufly 
wrought in flowers : They have many forts of golden veflels, as 
alfo a great. company of fervants and attendants : and they are not 
onely waited upon by their Slaves, but likewife by fuch as are 
Freemen. eh , 

Finally, they have laid afide their former virtues and.by giving 
themfelves to drink and floath, they have defervedly loft the War-, 
like reputation which their Amceftors acquired : For. the plenty. of 
their Countrey did not. a little invite them to abandon themfelves 
to pleafures and idlenefle. The. Tyrrhenian ficlds, are {pacious, di- 
ftinguifhed by little hills, exceedingly well cultivated, of a fertile 
foil, as having plenty of water, not onely in Winter, but in Sum- 
mer time alfo. 
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The Hiftory of Book VI. 
Cuar. IX, 


of the Southern lands of the Ocean, of that which is called Hiera, 
of Panchza, and of {uch things as are written 
CONCCYHIAG tte 


x ET us now fpeak of the Ilands which lye towards the 
South, in the Ocean of Arabia Eaftward; the bounds 
whereof is that Iland which is called Gedrofia, that 
portion of 4rabja hath in it divers Villages and Cities of 
no {mall account; whereof forme are’ {citvated on high 
Hills, others either on little rifings, or on plain ground ; 
they have Palaces, whereof thofe that are of note are very fumptuous: 
all that Country abounds with Paftures, and Cattle of feverall kinds ; 
befides the rivers which running thorough it do water the feilds, there- 
by rendring them more fertile. Soasthat part of Arabia which is moft 
fruitful, is called the Happy; overegainft that part of the Country, 
whch lies near the Ocean; there are diverfe Ilands three whereof de- 
ferve to be recorded in Hiftory. One, wherein it is not lawful! to 
bury the dead, is called Sacred or Holy: The other next to it, lying 
diftant not above feven furlongs, is that whither they carry their ‘dead 
tobe buried. The Sacred Land is deftitute of Fruites, only it hath 
Frankincenfe,which fo abounds there, that it fuffices to fupply all the 
World to facrifice withall unto their gods. It affords alo plenty of 
Myrrhe, with other odoriferous {pices of feverall forts. The Frankin- 
cenfeis thus gotten; there is alittle tree appearing of the: whitenefs 
of an e#igyptian thorn; the leaves refemble thofe of the tree which 
is called Cztheas the floweris of a faffron colour, whence the Fran- 
kincenfe proceeds like tear drops. The Myrrhe tree isin quantity 
equall to the Maftick tree, the leaves ftand thick upon it, yet they 
are very thin and flender, when the earth is taken from the roots 
the Myrrh floweth out: in a fertile gronnd it yeelds fruit twice a 
ycar, namely in the Spring and Summer: in the Spring it is read by 
reafonof the dew ; but in the Summer itis white. They gather the 
{feeds of the Holy tree, which they make ufe ofin meat and drinke, 
and againft the Fluxe of the bellie. All that Country hath diverfe 
Commodities, but the King hath the beft part, in regard he hath the 
tenth of all the fruits of the Iland : they fay, that the Iland is in 
compafie 200. furlongs. Itis inhabited by the Pacheans, who tran{- 
port the Frankincenfe and Myrrhe intothe Continent ; felling it to 
Arabian Marchants, of whom others buying it, docarry itinto Phenicia 
Syria and Egypt, whence it is conveyed inta all parts of the 
World. 

There is likewife a third great Iland, not above 30. furlongs di- 
{tant from this, towards the Eafterne Ocean, and is in length many 
furlongs; they fay, that from a promontory (which lies towards the 
Weft of the Iland ) may be {cen the more eminent places of 


India. 
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There are in Paxchea things not unworthy to be remembred in 
Hiftory ; it is inhabited by the Natsves ( which are called Pasche- 
ans) as alfo by other foreiners befides,as Indians, Seythians and 
Cretars, who come thither by fea: There is in it a very beautifull 
City called Panara, of great eftcem , they which dwell in it are faid 
to be the Minifters ot Supiter Triphylins, thefe are they alone of 
all that live in Panchea, which are governed by their own lawes, 
gre free and without a King, yet they elect annually three Magi. 
{trates who are to be Judges in all affaires, excepting matters of Life 
and Death, but the moft weighty matters they refer to the Priefts. 
Diftart from this City about 60. furlongs ftands the ‘Temple of 
Fupiter Triphylins, feated in a plain, which for the Antiquity, Mag- 
nifcence of the Srru€ture and Situation is much admired: the fields 
about the Temple are full of feverall trees, yeelding both fruit and 
delight to the beholders, for they abound with ftately Cyprufes, 
Planes, Laurells and Myrtles, which greatly increafe in erowth by 
reafon the foile is. much watered with Springs. Out of the fields 
adjoyning to the Temple flow fo many ftreames of frefh water, that 
they make a Navigable river; which dividing tt {elfe feverall ways, 
produceth trees of admuable beight, under the fhadow whereof the 
people do decline the heatin Summer time: Moreover diverfe birds 
of various colours, which do build in the trees, with their fweet 
notes affect the eares. There are likewife many Gardens and Me- 
dowes there, adorned with variety of Hearbs and Flowers, yeelding 
a moft delighifull profpeét and worthy to entertain the Godse 
Belides thefe there are a world of Vines and Palme trees, which 
in their fruitfulnefle render the Country exceeding plentiful. 

The great Temple it felf is built of white ftone, and fuftained 
with great carved pillars, containes in length two Acres and in 
breadth as many ; this Temple is beautified with huge ftatutes of 
the gods framed with excellent art: about it the Priefts, who officiate 
in holy things, have their houfes: Hard by the Temple there is 4 
circle or round place, inlength 4. furlongs, and of an Acres breadth; 
on cither fide of the circle are placed great brazen Images that are 
{quare at the bottom: at the end of it floweth forth the river we fpake 
of, from its plentiull Fountaines; this river they call the water of the The water of 
Sun, which being drunk conduceth much to the health of the body 5‘ *"™- 
each of the Fountains are compaffed about with borders of coftly ftone: 
Tt is lawful for none but the Priefts to come on either fide nearer then 
4. furlongs to the edge of the border: all the ground which lies a- 
bout it, (as far as 200. furlongs do extend ) ts dedicated as holy to 
the gods the revenew whereof is {pent in Sacrifices. Beyond thefe 
fields there isa high mountain dedicated tothe gods, which they call 
the feat of heaven, and Olympus Triphylius, for they have a tradition 
that Ce/um when he governed the Earth, repairing hither, did from the 
top of this mountain contemplate the heavens and the ftars, and 
that afterwards it was called Olympius Triphylivs, becaufe the inhabi- 
tants thereof were of three feverall Nations, namely the Panche?, 
Oceaniti,and Do:oi, who were in tollowing times expelled by iGuigrs 
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for it is faid that Ammon drove away thefe people, ard utterly 
fubverted their Cities, inftituting holy myfteries in this mountain 
which the Prieft celebrated every year very chaftly: behindéthis Moun- 
tain in another part of Panchea there are fevéerall kinds of beafts, 
aboundance of. Elephants, Lyons , Libards, Deere, with feverall other 
creatures admirable for their various fhapes and ftreneth. This Wand 
likewife hath in it three famous Cities, Hiracida, Dalida, Oteanida. 
the Country is generally fruitfull, but efpecially it abounds with 
Wine; their men warlike, they ufe to fight in Chariots after the 
ancient manner. Their State confifts of three tanks of orders, in 
the firft are the Priefts, to whom are joyned the Artificerss inthe 
fecond the Husbandmen; and in the third the Souldiers; and Shep- 
heards: The Priefts are the chief of all, who have authority to 
decide Controverfies, and to order publick bufinefles ;, the Husband. 
men tll the ground, and lay up all the increafe for the common 
ufe: Now at the defire ofall tenof thofe who are eftecmed to be 
beft verfed in husbandry, are made choyce of by the Priefts to 
diftribute the fruits of the ground to the teft: the Shepheards do 
with all diligence prepare both thofe things which are fog holy 
ufes,and all others by number and by weight; none*of them haye 
any propriety in any thing, unleffe it bein a Houfe or Garden, but 
the Priefts receiving the revenews and other incomes difpofe of them 
to the reft, according to every ones need: to the Prieits themfelves 
is allowed a double fhare. They wear foft garments, for the Sheep 
among them have fofter wool by much then they have in other 
places. | 
The menthere (as well as the women) wear ornaments of gold, 
adorning their necks with Chains, their wrifts with Bracelets, their 
cares with ear-rings, after the Perfian manner, and their feet with; 

fhooes of diverfe colours. Their Souldiers defend the Country b 
armes ; there is a piece of this border of the Country infefted by 
Robbers, who lie in wait to take the Husbandmen, The Priefts 
enjoy their pleafures more then any of the reft, living nicely and fum- 
ptuoufly ; their Roabes are of the fineft and purcft linen, yet fome- 
times they have their garments made of the fofteft fort of wool; 
in ftead of fhooes, they have Sandalls made moft artificially of feverall 
colours: they wear all other kinde of golden ornaments (as the 
women do) excepting Ear-rings; their chief imployment is to mi- 
nifter to the gods, and recount their actions, with praifes and 
hymnes. They tellus that they are originally from Crete, drawing 
their linage from Fupiter at {uch time as he came Into Paschea, 
when he governed the earth and lived among mortals: they are 
induced to this conjeéture by their language, wherein they have 
many Cretan words, afiirming thatthey are taught by their Parents, 
to bear an affeGtion to the Cretans in remembrance of this; bcfides 
they thew fome written evidences of things which were left there 
by fupiter when he builded the Temple. This Country alfo 
abounds in Gold, Silver, Braffe, Tinne and Iron, which they are 
hot permitted at all-to carry out of the Hand. Neither is itlawfull 
for 
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for the Priefts to go out of the holy place, it being permitted to 
any to ftay them when they are found without its. the many 
golden prefents. which for a long time have been there offered to 
the gods, are kept in the Temple; the leaves of the doors are of 
admirable workmanth'p, being beautified with Gold, Silver. and 
Ivory; the bed of the God is in length fix cubits, in breadth four, 
all of maflive gold moft artificially wrought; in like manner there 
is placed (neer the bed) the table of the God, equall to ;the bed in 
bignefle, and as -coftly and glorious as it. In the middle of :the 
Temple there is another great bed of Gold, infcribed with the facred 
Jetters of the Egyptians, wherein are. contained the aétions. of 
Calumand Fupiter, with thofe of Diana and Apollo, written by 
Mercury. : 


Cua'r. X. 
Of Samothracia, and the myfteries therein. 


p@MAving run over the Ilands of the Ocean which I'e 
[2 oppofite to Arabia, let us now paffe to thofe abour 
aI Greece,andthe e£gean Seas beginning with Samothra- 
© cia: This(fay fome) was in old time called Sammon; 
AOGSES and that afterwards it was called Samothracia,from the old 
Samothracia adjoyning to it. T his and was firft inhabited by Aborigines, 
feeing that there is no mention left of the marriages, either of the people 
or other commanders, which firft lived init. Some are opinion that this 
Iland Cofold ) called Samon, was afterwards called Samothracia from 
thofe that went thither out of Samos and Thracia, 
The Aborigines ufed their own language, ‘whereof > many re- 
~liques do remain in their Divine fervices even to thefe times. 
_ The Samothracians do report, that among them there was another 
great deluge beforethat of Dencalion, which firft broak forth at the 
mouth of the river Cyane, and afterwards from the Helle{pont: for 
the Pontick {ea being filled up (ikea pool) by the falling in of rivers, 
_and inundation of other waters, did fo exceffively disburden it felf, 
that a great parc of Afia which Jay necr the Sea, was fwallowed up 
thereby 5. likcwife the plain Country of Samothracia was by the 
overflow of the waters deftroyed : whence it came to paffe, that 
fome fifhermen in after times ( having caft their nets into the Sea) 
drew upto Jand the topsof Pillars; whereby we may conceive that 
when the Cities were overwhelmed with water, the people betook 
_themfelves to the higheft places in the Iland: the waters afterwards 
j decreafing the inhabitants made vowes to the gods, and being pre- 
ferved fet up the bounds of their prefervation round about the and, 
_and erected Alters wherein they facrifice to this day; by whichitis 
evident that that Hand was. inhabited before the floud. They fay sion, 
that in following umes Saoa was born there of fupiter and a Nymph, 
(asfome will have it) but as others 2ffirme of Mercurie and Rhenat 
Sf He 
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T be Hiftory of Book VI, 
He unitedithe people which before were difperfed, impofed lawes upon 
them, and from the name of the land was himfelt called Saez; he 
dividing the people into five tribes, gave to each of them his Sens 
names. 

Arthat time they report that Dardanus, lafius and Hermione were 
born of fupeter and Electra, Dardanus a prudent man fayled irro 
Afid and there builded the Dity Dardania, this he made a Kingdome 
which his pofterity called Troy, his fubje@s he commanded to be 
called Dardanians,then diffufing his power over the other Nations, 
he placed Derdanians there intheroom of the Thracians. As torthe 
other Son, it is faid, that fwpiter defiting he thould become very 
famous, taught him the ceremonies of Initiation, which is not lawfull 
for any to hear, but thofe whoare initiated. He (it feemes) was the 


firft that did initiate ftrangers, making (by that means) the ceremo-- 


nies of Initiation more famous. 

Afterwards Cadmus the Son of Agenor coming among them to feek 
his Sifter Ewropa, having received the ceremonies martied Hermione 
the fifter of Jafiws, and not (asthe Greeks relate) the Sifter of Mars, 
This marriage was firft celebrated (they fay) by the gods, and that 
Ceres in honour of Jafivs brought him bread’made of Corne, Mer- 
cary a Harp, Pallas anenchanted Necklace,a Veil and a Pipe, Electra 
taught him how tocelebratethe myfteries of the great mother of the 
gods, with Cymbals and muficall Timbrels, and Apello playing there 
upon his Harpe, the sz#fes on pipes, the other gods applauding much 
increafed the jolity of the marriage : this being done, Cadmus accor- 
ding to the anfwer of the Oracle builded Thebes in Baotia. Iafins 
taking Cybele to wife begat Corybantus , but after the death of Iafins, 
Dardanus, Cybele and Corybantus tranflated the holy things belonging 
tothe worfhip of the mother of the gods into Phrygia. Ceres firtt 
married to Olmpws, brought forth Alce, and called her ( from her felf) 
the Godefle Cybele. Corybantus called thofe who were imployed in his 
mothers Sacrifices, from his own name Corybanti: he was hkewife 
betrothed to Thebes daughter of Cilix; he befides carried the Pipes 
thence into Phrygia, and Mercuries Harpe into Lyrnefjus, which was 
afterward taken away by Achilles. Moreover (if we will beleeve fa- 
bles) Pluto wasthe Son of Jafivs and Ceres; butit is well known, 
that in favour of Jafius aboundance of Corn was prefented at the 
marriage of Hermione, What particularity was done in thefe cere- 
monies is kept asa fecret, and only made known to fuch as are 
initiated, Thefe gods afford their prefence commonly s and in dan- 
gers they are wonderfully propitious to fuch as do invoke their deities. 

They affirme withall, that they who minifterin their fervices are 
rendred more juft, pious, and better mens; wherefore the ancient 
Heroes, andthe renowned Demi-gods were very ambitious of being in- 
tiated. For Palen, Caftor,Pollux,Hercules, Orph ens, partakers in thefe 


ceremonies, were ( by the favour of thefe gods) made. fortunate im 
watre, ; 
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C HAP, XI, 
of Naxos, Cyrnos, and Calydna. 


SAND ET us now come to Naxos, this Hand (at fitlt called Strongyle 
\S Ys Strongyle) came to be inhabited by the Thracians in mae 

SEY D this manner: Butes and Lycurgus (they fay ) were the 

oy BS =FQ Sonnes of Boreas, yet not by the fame mother: but 

WSS” he that was the younger of the two, confpired to kill 

his brother ; the defigne being difcovered, Lycurgus laid no harder 

penalty upon him, then to torce him to take fhipping with the 

confpirators and to feek a new Country. ) 
Wherefore, taking fome Thracians to affociate him in this danger, 

he fayled by the Cyclades towards the Iland Strongyle, and fell to 

robbing of all paffingers. Now becaule they had but few women 

among them, they took away many out of other places by force, 

and carried them along with them by Sea. : | 

Of the ilands of the Cyclades, {ome were wholly defolate, others of 
them but thinly inhabited; fo that from thence they dire@ed their 
courfe to other Countries where they might meet with better pur- 
chafe,and being : beaten off Evbea, they fayled to Theffalia, where 
Butes defcending into the Continent, incountred by chance with the 
Priefts of Dzonyfins, whoabout a hillin Arcadia (now called Dryos} 
were Celebrating the Sacrifices of Bacchus; whereof fome upon the 
difcovery of him, caft their facred things into the Sea and ranne 
away; others betook themfelvesto the next mountaine: but Coroyés 
was taken and ravilhed by Bates,wherewith fhe being much affli@ed and 
imploring the help of Dionyfius, Butes was poflefled with madneffe 
and flinging himfelf into a well fo died. The reft of the Thracians 
having forcibly {cifed. of other women, Camongft whom Iphimedea 
the wife of Aloewsand his daughter. Pancratis were the moft honour- 
able) returned into the Iland. 

Here the Thracians (in the place of Bates) made another King 
called Agaffomenus, to whom they gave in marriage the beautifull 
Pancratis Aloeus’s daughter; but before fhe was betrothed to the 
King, two of their chiefleaders Sicelos and Cetetus, falling out about 
her flew each other, Aga(fomenus gave Iphimedeato wife to one of 
his friends. But Ephialtes and othus who were Aloeus Sons, being 
fent to look for his wife and daughter came to Sérougyle, where 
having fubdued the Thracians andtaken the City, they continued in 
the {land and ruling over the Thracians named it Dia. 

Afterwards they falling at difference about the government, they 
came to a battaile wherein many were killed on either fide, and 
both of them flew each other. The Thracians that outlived the 
Bartaile were afterwards honoured by the inhabitants as Heroes. But 
Sf{2z when 
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when they had been poffeffed of the Iland two hundred years, they 
were afterwards by reafonof a drought forced to defert it. After- 
wards the Cares coming out of Sémza took pofleffion of the Iland; 
being commanded by Naxos Son to Palemon, who in ftead of Dia called 
it after his own name Naxes. This good and renowned man lett a 
Son called Lewcippus, whofe Son Mesdens afterwards governed the 
Tland. | 

Thefeus a while after coming out of Creta with Ariadae made his 
aboad in that Iland, and dreaming that he faw Déowyfins threatning 
him unleffe he left Ariadne, was fo terrified that he forfook the 
woman anddeparted the Iland. Dionyfius taking away Ariadne hy 
night, carried her to a mountain called Dryos, and then immedi- 
ately vanifhed away as a god: after thattime Ariadne alfo was fcen 
no more. 

The Naxii do fay that this god was born amongft them, and 
how for that caufe he loves this land, aad that he was called by fome 
Nyfiades. They report in their fables, thar Pupiter, Semele being 
thunder-ftrucken, clofed the Infant up in his thigh, and there con- 
cealed him untillthe time of delivery was come, to the end faze 
might not have knowledge of it: and that when he was borne in 
the Iland of Naxos, he gave himto Coronis and Clida the Nymphs 
of that place tobe brought up. Moreoverthey fay that the reafon 
why Fupiter did {trike Semele with lightning before her delivery 
was, that the child fhould not be bornof a mortall, but proceeding. 
from two of the gods, might immediately become immortall. Now 
the inhabitants (for their care in bringing up Déonyfiws) were recom- 
penfed with having their Hand made fruitfull, and a powerfull Navy 
giventhem: For they were the firft that revolted from Xerxes, and 
oppofed him with a Fleet at Sea; they did alfo excellent fervice in 


-the battaile at Platea. They have befides efpeciall choyce wines, 


which is no fmall argument of that gods affection to this Iland; 
which before was called Symes, and being void of inhabitants, was 
firft inhabited by, Zriepas and the Forainers which he brought 
along with him: Their Leaders were Cithomus the Son of Neptune 
and Syme, from whom the Iland took its name. Afterwards a part 
of Gnidiabeing added toit, Nirews (the Son of Carepus and Aglaia) 
was King thereof; he was a very beautifull man, and went with 
Agamemnon to the watre of Trey: after the end whereof, the Cares 
then powerfull at Sea, feifed upon this Iland; but by reafon of a 
geat drought they were forced to forfake the fame, and feated them- 
felves in aplacecalled Uraninm. 

Syme remaining defolate was afterwards inhabited by the 
Lacedemonians and Argives: One named Naufus (who came 
before with Hyppothoss) taking with him a Colonie of Voluntiers, 
was the firft that went to Syme when as yet it was not inhabiteds 
where he admitted fome adventurers, who under the condu@ of 
Zuchus {ayled thither to fhare the Iland with him; which Colome 
they report, was brought from Guidia and Rhodes. 

But 
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But Calydna ard Nifyros in times paft pofleffed by the Cares; 
came a while after to be under the rule of Tettalus the Sonne of 
Hercules. Then Antiphas and Phydippws Sonnes tothe King of Coos, 
paffing from thefe ands to Jlimm, became commanders of them; 
but afterwards in their returne from Yroy,they were carriedin foure 
of Agamemnons Ships to Calydsa, and mixing themfelves with the 
inhabitants, made ‘their aboad therein. Nee 

The ancient inhabitants: of “Wéfyrus were fwallowed up by .an 
Earthquake, and afterwards the Iland being afflicted with the Plague, 
the Rhodians {ent a Colonie thither. | 

Carpathos was fift inhabited by fome of afinos his Souldiers, at 
fuch timeas he got the Scveraigny of the Seas. Many ages after 
one Lochas the Son of Dimelchon an Argive borne, encouraged by fome 
Oracle brought a Colonie into €arpathos. 

The Iland of Rhodes was firft inhabited by thofe which they 
call Telchines, fabuloufly faid to be the fons of Mars; indeed ir is 
reported that thefe people and Calpharna the Daughter of Oceanus 
did bring up Neptune, who was committed to them by Rhea, They 
deliver withall, that they have been the inventors of | certain 
arts; and have found out many ufefull things : moreover that they 
were the firft that made the ftatues of the gods, and that certain 
old images were called after their names for amongft the Lydians 
Apollo was called Telchinius, amongft the Jalyfii Fuso and the 
Nymphs were called Telchini2, and amongi{t the Camiraans Funo 
‘was named Telchizia. They will have them to be Inchanters or 
Magnians,and that they ufed to produce Cloudes,.Showers, Hayle, 
and Snow as alfo Cold; transtorme their owne fhapes at their 
pleafure ; they have likewife been repiners at the knowledge of 
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Cua, XII. 


oO 


Concerning Rhodes; and thofe thincs which are fabulonjly 
reported of it, : 

N05 g Eptuae being come to Mans eftate, beeat of one fof the 
SINEAD Telchinir’s Sifters, (whom he loved ) fix Male-children, 
and one Female, called Rhodes, from whom the Mand re. 
Moss ceived its denomination. | | } } 

There were Giants in that part of the [and which lies towards 
the Eaft ; at which time, as’tis faid, that Fupiter having overthrowne 
the Titans, fell in love with the Nymph Jmdlia, by whom he had 
three children, namely Spartans, Droniws, and Cyrus, who (according 


? 


fo report ) as Venus was going from Citheres into Cyprus, proudly 
and arrogantly forbad her acceffe thither 5 whereat the goddeffe being 
much incenfed, ftruck them with fuch madnefle, as they ravifhed their 
own Mother, and were the caufe of many calamities to the inkiabitants : 
which Neptune perceiving, ( by reafon of the infamy of the thing ) 
clofed up his Sons in the earth, whom they now call the Oriental] 
Demons. The Daughter was caft into the Sea, and called Lescothea, 
to whom the inbabitants attributed divinehonours. A while after, the 
Telchinii forefecing a deluge at hand,went ftraightway out of the Hand. 
Afterwards, when as Lycws came into Lycia, he erected the Tem: 
ple of Apollo Lycius, at the backfide of the river Xanthus. When 
the flood came, the reft that renvained were fwallowed up by the 
waters, and all the flat places of the Iland became pooles ; onely 
a few (among whom were the Sons of Jupiter) betooke them- 
felves to the Mountaines, and efcaped. Sol, as their Fables fay; 
falling in love with Rhodia, freed the Countrey from the Waters, 
and called it after her name, Rhodes. Yet this we know, that the 
and heretofore being full of fens, was very moyft, which moy- 
fture being dryed up by the heat of the Sun; the Tand by that 
means became fruittull. 

He begot (they fay) feaven Sons, which were called Heliades, who 
inhabiting the Iland with the other natives, gave them occafion to 
think that it was facred to the Sun. The Rhodians alfo afterwards 
honoured Sol above the reft of the gods, as the Author of their 
progeny: His Sons are faid to be Ochimus, Cercaphus, Macer, Acti- 
7H, Tenages, Triopas, Candalus, and one Daughter Eleciryone, who 
dyed a Virgin, and was by the Rhedvans after her death honoured 
with Heroick honours. Whenthe Helzades became men, itis faid, how 
Sol to'd them, that they which firft offered facrifice to Minerva, thould 
enjoy the prefence of the goddefle: which thing was alfo declared 
to the Athenians : now,they fay that the Heliades tor very hatte omitted 
fire in their facrifice, and Cecrops the King of Athens facrificed after 
them with fire. . Whence it came to paife, that tothis day this way 


_ Of facrificing onely continues in Rhodes, and the goddefle remained 
among them. 
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Thefe things have the Ancients delivered concerning Rhodes, among 
whom is Xeon, who writes the actions of the place. ‘The Heliades were 
the moft knowing of all people, but principally in matters of Aftro- 
logie: they likewife added many thingstothe Artof Navigation and 
Geography. The moft excellent man among them was Texages, who 
was cruelly flain by his brethren: this murther being difcovered, the 
Plotters of it led; Macer into Lesbos, and Candalus into Coon, ACtis 
pafling over into «£¢ypt, builded (in the honor of his Father )the City 

of the Sus; from whom the -4gyptiaws derived the knowledge of OF whom the 

Aftrologie. Afterwards there hapning a deluge in Greece, abundance RE ha 

of the people perifhed in it, and the monuments alfo of Learning were iar? 
deftroyed: bur the e4igyptians (having been annoyed with no delu- 
ees ) went on ftill in the knowledge of Aftrologie, whence it came to 
paffe, that they excelling the Greeks, who were difadvantaged by the 

former accident, were faidto be the firft Inventers of Aftrologie. 

Inthe fame manner the Athenians having builta City called Sas, ia 
egypt, it happened alfo that that was by a deluge wathed out of the 
memory of men: whence they came to think in after ages, that Cadmus 
the Son of Agenor was the firft that brought Letters into Greece; and for 
this reafon the Greeks involved as it were in this common error, atcrie 
bute to him the invention of Letters. But Triopas failing into Caria, 
took pofleflion of the Promontory, which after he named from himfelf 
Triopion. Thereft ofthe Sons of Sol, who were not Complotters in 
the murther of their Brother, continued ftill in Rhodes, living in Ialy- 
fos, where they crected a City called Achaia. Ochymus the eldett of tham 
being King, took to Wife Egetoria a Nymph of the place, by whom 
he hada Daughter, named Cydippe, afterwards called Cyrbe; whom 
Cercaphus her brother taking to Wife, fucceeded in the Kingdome 5 
they dying, their three Sons Lindius, lafius, Camirus, took upon them 
the government. An inundation of Waters then following, Cyrbe 
became depopulated. They dividing the Countrey between them, each 
of them built a City, calledafter his own name. After thefe things 
Danaus flying out of eZgypt withhis Daughters, arrived at Lyd/a in 
Cyprus , and being entertained by the inhabitants, he erected a Temple 
to Minerva, and dedicated to hera huge ftatue. At this time Cadmus 
being fent to feck for Europa,was driven by a mighty tépeft into Rhodes. 
And there(having performed the vow made by him when he was in that 
danger ) he built'a Temple to Neptune, and committed the charge 
thereof to fome Phenicians which he had brought with him thither, 
who lived mingled with the Za/y/iz : from them atterwards proceeded a 
fucceffion of Priefts to officiate inthe holy myfteries. Cadmus beau- 
tified Mznerva Lindia with prefents ; amongft which, there wasa very 
fair brazen pot, made after the old fafhion, within which was writ- 
ten in Phenician charaéters, (which they fay were firft brought into 
Greece ftom Phenicia, and called Phexician ) thatthe land of Rhodes 
fhould.be deftroyed by Serpents: whereupon, the Rhodians fent to 
Delphos to know howthat milchief might be prevented: The Oracle 
of Apollo bad them to fend for Phorbas with his affociates into the 
Jland + this man was the Son of Lapithus, and ftayed in Thefalia with 
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T be Hiftory of Book VI. 
a great company, feeking for a Countrey todwellin : and according 
to the anfwer of the Oracle, he was quickly fent for, and part of the 
Hand granted to him for to inhabit in, by whofe valour the Serpents 
being deitroyed, Rhodes was freed from that fear: he was alfo in 
other things a good man, whereby after his death he attained Hereicall 
honours. After thefe things, Althemenes the Son of Catatrens King 
of Creta, inquired of the Oracle concerning fome matters s he wis 
told by it, howit was decreed that he thould flay his Father : to a- 
voyd this decree, he went of his owne accord, with many Voluntiers, 
into that part of Rhodes, which is called Camiros » and upon the moun- 
tain Achabyrus he ereéted a Temple to Fupiter,and named it Camireugy, 
which ftanding upon the top of a high Mountain, from whence one 
may fee Creta, isto this day,very much honoured, Althemenes, with 
thofe which followed him, lived in Camiros, being in greatefteem a- 
mongft the inhabitants; but his Father Catatrens ( having no other 
Son befides him, and moved with the affeétion which he bore him ) 
Went to Rhodes, with an intent to feife upon his Son, and bring him 
into Creta : but what the Fates have decreed, cannot be avoyded : 
For entring by night into the Hand, the Inhabitants and his men fal- 
ling to fight with one another, and Althemenes coming to the fuccour 
of his own party, unwittingly flew his Father with a dart. Whereat 
Althemenes was {o extreamly grieved, that not able to bear the weight 
of that calamity, he declined the company and converfation of men, 
and wandring alone through defertand uncouth places, he died with 
forrow: to whom the Rhodians afterwards paid Heroick honors. 

A little before the Trojan war, Tlepolemus the Son of Hercules, 
becaufe he flew Licyeninus unawares, fled voluntarily from Argos, 
and according to the anfwer of the Oracle, with which he confulted 
concerning the carrying out of a Colony, he pafied with certain peo- 
ple into Rhodes, where being entertained by the inhabitants, he dwelt 
amongft them; and afterwards being made King, he rendred the 
whole Countrey famous, and ruled with juftice. Thence he went 
with Agamemnonto Ilium, leaving the government of the place to 
Bates, who fled with him trom arges. This famous Wartiour died in 
the Countrey of Troy. | 
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Cuar, XITI. , 
_ Of Cherronefus which lies oppofite to Rhodes. 


GS Ecaufe there are fome things of Cherronefus (. which lies 
over againft Rhodes.) intermixt with the affaires of that 
place, it will not be amifle for us to record them likewife. 
Cherrone{us takes its name(asfome write ) from the 
TONS nature. of; the place, being an Z/thmos 5 but others doe 
affirm, that it is called fo from Cherrone(ws, who ruled over thot parts. 
Not Jong after his reign, the Curetes (asitis aid’) pafled overthe Sea 
out of Crete thither; whowere the potterity of thofe thar defcended 
from Fupiterand Rhea, andbred up inthe mountains of Jdea. They 
failing into Chervowefus with no {mall Navy, drave out the Cares, who 
lived there, and fubduing all the Countrey, divided it into parts, and 
builded a City there after their owne name. A while after, Inachus 
King of the Arezves, when he had loft his Daughter Jo, appointed 
Cyraus, an excellent Caprain, with a great Fleettofeck for her. who 
returning without her, he forbad-him the Countrey; yet ftill he 
travelled through feverall parts of the world to: finde her out, but 
when he fawit was tono purpofe, neglecting his own Countrey, he 
went to Cherrenefus, where afterwards, partly by perfwafion, and 
partly by compulfion, he was made King of certain places, and e- 
rected a City there ofhis ownname; thenwholly intending the good 
of the Common-wealth, he lived with great glory amongft his fub- 
jets. Tropas afterwards being contaminated with the murther of his 
Brother,coming into Cherronefus and declared guiltleffe of the mur- 
ther, by Me/iJus the King, he paffed over into The/alie, there to 
affift the Sons of Deucalson in their war; who, after they had dri- 
ven out the Pelafg7, allotted to him the Countrey of Doreon. He 
demolifhed the Temple of Ceres, and with the matetialls builded a 
palace: by which means he became odious to the inhabitants, and 
flying out of Theffalie with thofe that came with him, he arrived at 
Gnidia, whercin likewife he founded a City, called after his owne 
name Triepia: Going from thence, he took Cherrone[as, and a great 
part of Caria, which borders upon it. 

Concerning Triopas his defcent, feverall. Writers and Poets alfo 
dee difagree : for fome fay that he defcended from Canace the 
Daughter of e£olus and Neptune: others, that he came of Lapithus 
the Son of Apolle, and Scibe Peneus his Daughter. There is in 
Caflamos a City of Cherronefus, a Temple dedicated to the Semided, 
ot Haif-godcefles: whereof, in regard much is fpoken of it, we are 
nottobe filent. Yet we shail onely {peak of fuch things as aré moft 
talked of, and which the inhabitants themf{elves allow to be true. 

Staphilus and Chryfcfteoda, they fay, had three Daughters ; namely, 
Molpedia, Rhea, and Parthenia, Rhea being got with childe by A- 
pollo, her Father difpleated atthe matter, (thinking that his Daughtet 
had been defiled by a Mortail ) fhut her into an ark, and threw her 
Tt into 
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intothe Sea, fhe being caft up at Delvs, was delivered of a Son cal- 
led Anius : The Woman being thus preferved beyond expectation, 
Jaid her childe ( after her delivery) upon the Altar of apollo, and 
intreated the God, that if he were his childe, he would preferve 
him. Apollo (they fay ) concealed the Infant, and took Care for his 
education :’ he afterwards: taught him the art‘of Divination, and raved 
himtogreat honour. But Molpedia and Parthenia the Sifters of RAee, 
as they were looking’ to ‘their Fathers veffell’of ‘Wine, feligafieep ; 
in the mean time,'a Sow which ‘had been bred*up'in-the houke came 
into the chamber, 2nd broke’ the -veffell: when'they awaked and 
faw the Wine fp.lt} for fear of ‘their Pathers difpleature, they flad 
to the Sea‘fidt} and: from'4 rock ‘caft themfelves into the Sea, 
whence ‘Apgllo ( for their Sifters fake’) took’ them up in his arms, 
and carried them fate mto' Cherronefus. Parthenia had Divine honours 
afcribed to her in, Brbaffos a City of Cherronefu:, and a Temple 
erected toher. Molpodia going into Caflamos, was there by Apollo 
declared a Semidea, and worlhipped by the ‘Cherronefians: when'as 
they factifice to her (by teafon of the mifchance which hapred to the 
Wine) they make a libation of ‘water and-honey fodden together. 
Whofoever either toucheth or eateth leeks is not permitted to enter 
into the Temple. The worthip of this Semi-goddeffe did fo much 
increafe, that not onely the inhabitants, but foiain Nations alfocame 
to her Temple, to do hondur to the Goddeffe with facrifices and rich 
prefents.. But which is moft ftrange, is, that the Perfians, when they 
fpoyled «ail the holy places belonging to the Greeks, left onely the 
Temple of this Semi-goddeffe untouched. Moreover, robbers, who 
make havock of all things, leave this: Temple alone inviolated, al- 
though tt have no wall about it, and may be eafily {poyled withour 
danger. The reafon of it, ( they fay) is, for that the goddeffe extends 
her goodrefle towards all : For’ fhe teacheth fuch as are fick howto 
cure their maladies, and recovereth many that defpair of health: be- 
fides, this goddcfle e#feth Women in travell, and freeth them of theit 
pains and danger. Whente it comes to paffe, that the Temple being 
ftuffed with the prefents of fuch’ as owe their health unto her, is not- 
withftanding fafe, though it be not fecured, either by guards, or walls, 
but onely' by the holyneffe thereof. ote 

Hitherto we have fpoken of Rhodes and Cherronefas , let us now 
pafle‘on to Creta, 
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Crap. XIV. 


of Creta, and of the fabulous reports concerning it, even to 
thefe later times. 


mie} HE ancient people which firft of all did inhabit Creta, are Exsheocrete, 
ANTES Laid to be Etheocrere, er Earth-bred. Their King was 
SH RQ Cretas, who in that Iland invented many ufefull things. 
LATS They have a: fabulous tradition, that many of the gods 
had their originall from them; who being Mortalls, were by pofte- 
rity honoured as Deitics, for the many benefits which they had con- 
ferred upon men: of whom we fhall {peak particularly, in imitation 
of: thofe who have recorded their ations. 

The firft whereof there is any mention made, lived in Creta a- 
bout Jda, and were called Ide: Daétylt, They, were in number (as 
fome fay ) an hundied; as others, but ten, fo called from the even 
number of the fingers upon the hands, amongft whom was Epborus. 
Some will have the* Jdei Daé?ylito have had their Originall out of « Priefts of Cyé 
Ida in Phrygia, and to have come from thence with Myedonus into bet. 
Eurepe. It isfaid alfo, that they were skilfull inthe art of Divination, The Ide 
and taught finging, initiations and myfteries. In Samothracia they pro- Dabiylie 
cured to them{elves a greardeal of admiration from theinhabirants : 
at which time they fay that Orphens (aman of an excellent genius for 
Poetry and Mufick) who was their Difciple, did firft bring into 
Greece the form of Initiations and Myfteries. The Ide: Dadtyli are 
faid to bethey who firft found out (in Berecynthus) the ufe of Fires 
the nature of Braffe and Iron, and how they were to be wrought. Ha- 
ving thus beenthe Authors of fo much good to mankinde, they were 
honored asimmortall gods. They write, that one of them was cale The Cretan 
Id Hercules s and that being a man of great renown, he inftituted “er 
the Olympick games: which pofterity thought ( induced by the like- 
nefle of their names)to have been inftituted by Hercules the Son of 
Alcmena. 

After the Dac?yli, followed the nine Curetes, which fome fay were 
born of the Earth; others, that they were the off-{pring of the Ide 
Dadyli, that they lived in mountains and valleys, before they knew 
what houfes were , and had no other covering or cloathing, but what 
Nature gavethem. When they attained to a further height of know- 
ledge, they were the Inventers of many ufefull things: For they 
were the firft that brought fheep into flocks; and that made fome 
kinde of Caitle tame. Moreover, they affirm them to have been 
the firft that fhewed the way tomake Honey, to Shoot and Hunt ; 
as alfoto have brought men. to the underftanding of a civill life 
and Armes; they invented befides, the Sword, Head-peece, and the 
manner of Dancing in arms; by the grear noyfe whereof Suturne 
was cecelved,. 

They fay likewife, that fupiter was by his Mother Rhea ( un= The education 
knowing to Satern) committed to them to be brought up. Now becaufe of Jove, 
At2 we 
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we are to write particularly of this matter, we will begin our relation 
alittle higher. } 

The Cretzans doe report, how that the T7tavs, in the time of the 
Curetes, lived in Gnofia, wherein,to this day are to be feen the foun- 
dations of the houfe wherein Rea was born ; and an old grove of 
Cypreffe trees. “They were in number fix Males and five Females; 
born of Calum ¢ Terra, as fome fay s but as others, of Tites, One 
of the Mothers of the Caretes : trom whom they derived their name: 
The Males were, Saturnus, Hyperion, Conis, Iapetws, Creius, and Oce- 
anus the laft. ‘Their Sifters were Rhea, Themu, Memoria, Phebe, 
Thetis, Eachof thefe were the Inventers of fomethings of great ufe 
to mens whereby they attained an immortall name and honour. 

Satwrne the eldcft, being madea King, reduced men from a favage 
and wildelife, to behaviour, laws, and civility: wherefore, being of 
great renownamoneft.all, he travelled through many places of the 
world, exhorting mento juftice and virtue: by which means, he ren- 
dred his Subjects ( they inftructed with good moralls }) happy by their 
goodnefic. He governed principally in the Weftern parts; beirg 
highly efteemed by allmen; into much, that to thefe latter times, 
the Romans, Carthaginians, and other adjacent Countreys, doe per- 
form ceremonies and other holy duties to Saturne. Many places have 
derived their names from him: and feeing that men lived obediently 
to the Jaws, there was noinjury done amongft them, bur ail fubmit- 
ting themfelyes to his commands, lived happily and in much de- 
light. The Poet Hefiodus witneffeth as much, affirming the fame 
things in his Poems. Suchare the reports of Saturze. 

But it was Hyperion, who firft of all obferving with great care the 
motions of the Sun, Moon, and Stars, andthe Hours, brought them 
to the knowledge of orherss; wherefore, he was called the Parent of 
thofethings, becaufe he he was verfed in the contemplation of their 
natures. 

From Saturneand Phebe, came Latona, and from Iapetus, Prome- 
theus, who ( as fome Writers affirm) did fteal Fire from the gods 
out of heaven, and brought it to men: Howbeit, we need not 
doubt, but that he was the firft who found out that which fee- 
deth Fire. 

-They fay, that; Mnemofine (one of the Female Titans ) did firft of all 
invent the way of Speaking, and impofed names upon things: though 
there be fome that do attribute all this to Mercury. They afcribe like- 
wile tothis goddefle the memory of things, from whence fhe had her 
name given her. 

Themis ( they fay) introduced the art of Divination, with the 
myfteries and worfhip of the gods: and informed men in the ways of 
living well and peaceably. Wherefore, they that woifhip the gods,and 
maintain the laws of men, were called Legam Conditores, that is 
Law-givers; & Cuffodes Sacrornm, that is, Kecpers of the holy 
Myfteries, We are told indeed, that Apollo ( whenlcever he was to 
give his anfwets) was wont to confult with Themis, as the Inventrix 
of the art of Divination, Thefe gods, becaufe they performed many 
things 
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things tending to the good of mortall men, did not only acquire im- 
mortall honours, but were eftecmed the firitthat entred heaven after 
their death. 

Saturn and Rhea had thefe children, viz. Vefla, Ceres, uno, fupiter, 
Neptune and Pluto. Of thele, Veffa is faid to have invented the ftru- 
cure of Houles; wherefore Fupiter for this very benefit, was plea- 
fed to have men honor her, and do facrifice unto her. 

Ceres was the firft that found out the ufe of Corne, before un- “es 

known, which grew up among other vegetables: and fhewed to men 
the manner of its growing, of keeping, and of fowing it; for fhe 
found out Corn betore Proferpma was born: but after her rape by 
Pluto, the is faid to have burned up all the Corn, in hatred of u- 
piter, and vexation for her Daughter: but when once her Daughter 
was found, fhe was reconciled to Fupiter, and gave feed. corn to 
Triptolemus, commanding him, that when he had imparted that gift 
to every one, he fhould afterwards teach them the way of fowing 
it, She is likewile by fome faid to have given Laws, whereby men 
might live juftly, wherefore the was called the Legiflative goddefle. 
And in regard fhe was the caufe of many great benefits to man- 
kinde, fhe is worthipped with honours and folemne facrifices, not 
onely by the Grecks, but by all Barbarians, to whomthe ufe of Corn 
is known. : 

Others have other opinions concerning the invention of Corn; 
e2ch people affirming, that that goddeffe firft appeared unto them, 
and firft taught them the nacure and ufe of Corn: For the «4igyp- 
tiazs doe lay, that Ceres and ifis were the one and the fame god- /frcalled cir, 
defle,and that fhe firft brought in Corn amongft them ; the river 
Nilus watering the fields, and the whole Country being excellently 
{cituated for that purpole. 

The Athenians, though they do confeffe and allow of the invention 
cfCorn, yet they wiilneeds have it to be brought from fome other 
part-into Attica , and fay thar it was Eleufina which firft received 
that benctir, becaufe feed is tranfported thither from other places. 

The Szcilzans, by reafon their Iland is facred to Ceres and Pre- 
ferpina, doe think it ftands with reafon, that the ufe of Corn thould 
be firft fhewed to them whom {the principally loved : and indeed, 
it is not likely, that that Countrey which Ceres made choyce of 
to be her owne, fhould be the laft that did partake of her benefits: 
efpecially, becaufe that Iland is fofruitfull, that (as the Poet obferves) 
Barly sand Wheat grow there of their own accord. 

Concerning the other gods which were born of Saturnand Rhea, Neptune, 
the Cretians affirm, that Neptune having firft invented the art of 
N:vigation, formed a Navy, and was made Admirall thereof by his 
Father Satuyve: whence it is faid, that Neptwxe is chief of the Sea, 
and that Mariners offer facrificesto him. They fay moreover, that 
Neptune was the firft that managed Horfes, and taught the way of 
Riding 5 whence he was called Hippins. 

Pluto is taid to be the firft that introduced Sepulchres, Funeralls, — piu; 
end other folemnities beftowed on the dead; whereas before his ! 

time 
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time none of thefe things were ufeds which 
that he is accounted the Lord of the dead, 
quity to be fo. 

Concerning the defcent and dominion of Fupiter, there is much con- 
troverfie ; for fome are of opinion, that he received the Kingdome 
after that Satwrne was deified, not that he caft his father out b 
violence, but obtained the Kingdome juftly and lawfully. Others fay, 
that Satwne was foretold by the Oracle that he fhould-be driven 
forcibly out of his Kingdome by one of his Sonnes, which was 
the reafon that Saturze flew moft of them; but Rhea much grieved 
thereat, and being not able to prevail with her husband, when the 
brought forth Fupiter, the fecretly gave him to the °Cwretes who lived 
near the mountain Ida, to be brought up by them: they carried the 
childe to the Nymphs into a cave, and committed the care of him 
unto them; he was fed withthe milke of a goat which was called 
Amalthea, and with honey: they fay befides that to this day’ there 
are extant in that Iland feverall markes of his ftock and education, 
forthey have a tradition that neer to the river of 7 ritonus,and as 
the Cwretes were carrying the child his navell came torth, in regard 
of which accident the place thereabout being facred to the god, was 
furnamed Omphatum, that isto fay a Navell. 

In Ida the Cave wherche is faid to be brought up in is made 
facred, and the fields round about remain unviolate ; but above all 
that which is reported concerning the Bees, is not to be omitted s 
that Fupiter in teftimony of his perpetuall love towards them, altered 
their colour into that of gilt braffe : and although that Country lies very 
high, is roughly ‘{cituated, expofed alfo to windes, and infefted with 
{now, yet for all that donot the Bees receive any inconvenience or di- 
fturbance thereby 5 likewife to the goat which gave*him fuck, other 
honours were allotted, and from itis the place called e4igiochus. When 
he came paft his youthhe ereéted a City in Ida where he was born, 
the ruines whereof though afterwards deftroyed, remain to this time. 
This God excelled all others in fortitude and other virtues ; and 
having fucceeded his Father in the Kingdome, he was the author 
of very many and great benefits to men: He was the firft that 
taught the mutuall obfervation of juftice amonett mortalls, and to 
lay afide all violence and injuries: He took away by judicial! pro- 
ceedings, all fuites and controverfies, and provided all things where- 
by to live well and peaceably ; the good he excited to virtue , the 
wicked he forced thereunto by fearand punifhment: He compaffed 

almoft the! whole World, and by fubduing wicked perfons and 
robbers, he eftablifhed equity and lawes therein ; at whichtime the 
fay alfothat he fubdued the Giants, Milinus in Creta, and Typhon 
in Phrygia. Before the fight which he had with the Giants in 
Creta, he facrificed an Oxe to Sel, to Calum, and to Terra, which 
facrifices portending him the viétory, fhewed to him firft, his power, 
then the defection of his enemies; and laftly, the event of the warre: 
Mufeus wis the fir that revolted from them, for which he was 
higly honoured. 
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Now all his enemies were flain: by. the ‘gods, in which” Battaile 
notwithftanding it 1s :manifeft that: there were others that: afifted the 
gods therein ; “Gath were the Macedonians inhabiting aboue' Psl/exes 
in the Country which: heretoforelfram: the conflaération of the place 

wascalled Phelgrauss but now Cymeus, Nowsthe' renfon why poste 
thus fell oar with the Giants. was, becaufe they were a ‘people who 
{o much trufted'in the greatnefs: and: ftremgth: of their bodies; ‘a3 they 
became lawileffe and dit’ many injuries untomen , fubjecting under their’ 
power the Nations: that were ncereftto them sand m: iking: WUE-LEPON 
thofe men @vho for: their fingular g ogod turhes: tozall Nations) were 
deemed: gods: « Thefe intpiousand mnefari rlousiwretches thus dettroyed, 
the gods sand Herdts, and other well celerving »men had rae be- 
ftowed: upon them.) : 

Fupiter for this his merit and largeneffe of: his Empirey was by 
generall, confent madeian eternall King, and«to shave his’ habi- 
tation in’ Olympus, befides more Sacrifices were ‘allowed to’ hint then: 
tothereft.. But after that he was ‘tranflated intd heaven, his*memo- 
ry did retain fo decp animpreffion in the mindes of thofe men whom 
he had obliged by hisibenetits, that all things) which» were @one in 
heaven, were afcribed to. him, whether ftormes, thunder, lightning of 
the like. And by reafor he feemed to be the caufe of tife-to: men 
by bringing the fruites: of the earth to maturity )chey therefotercalled 
hitn Supiters they ‘called him Father too, becaufe he undertook Core 
of his geat love)the'care of all men’, and becaufe he taught: them: 
how to live wells che was. calied Emperout and King'by ‘reafon of 
the (pacioufnefle of his dominions ; he wastermed Advited and: Pro-: 
vident,in regard of his prudence in ‘countell. 

They fay alfo that Pallas was born of Fupirerin Greta near the — Palle 
Springs of the river Triton;whence the was called Tritontay/and ‘to 
this day they offer factifice to her at. thofe Fountaines where. the 
was born. It is ftoried befides that $upiter andfuno were married 
in the borders of Guefia near the river Theriveus where thereis. now 
a Temple, and yearly rites are religioufly performed ‘by the ok ibi- 
tants which do repretent the marriage as: it was done. j 

The off-{pring of Fvpiter were (as they afhrme): Venus, the Grd CES 5 
Lucina, Diana and thofe ( which. they call Horey Ennomia; L uftitia, 
Pax, Pallas and the Mufes. The gods which he begar were: Vulcan, 
Mars, Apollo. and Mercury: Now. toveach of thefe “(that theif: me= 
mory might continue amongft all people forever) he “allowed the’ 
praile and honout of his own inventionsand a&ions. To Venus her 
care he commitred tke mature age of Virgins, and of other-things 
which at contraéts and marriages’ are ‘celebrated in honour of 
her. But all do. facrifice in the firlt place to fupiter as the perfector, 
andto Funo as the perfectreffe, becaufe that they were the authors and 
ea of alt. 

the Graces he committed fuch things as appertaine to 

the ene of the face, and to the forme-and comelineffe. of 

the parts of the body ; befides the returne of courtefies and thank- 
fulncfie. 3 

To 
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To Lu¢ina was given the care of Women in travell, and ‘of the 
children they were delivered of; whence itis thavinthe danger of child- 
birth, che women do principally invoke this Goddefle. = 

They fay that Diaza hath the charge. of Intantsand of fiich meats 
as are proper to that.age, in. which: refpeét they look upon ker as 
the Nurfe of young children. Of thofe whichthey call Hora,’ each 
have their proper office allotted them-for ithe advantage: of mortals; 
there is nothing in all the \World more conducing t6 theslife! and 
happineffe of men then. good Lawes, Juftice and Peace. >% oy" 

To Pallas they attribute the invention of Olives.and extracting of 
Oiloutofthem, forbefore the birth: of this Goddeffe this: treeswas 
numbred:aniong thofe which are wild ;-thus whilett this tree was un- 
known, men knew not the ufe of Oil; till the let them know che way 
of making,it, They do moreover! attribute to» her the invention of 
garments; ithe art ofbiilding, and many other ufefull arts :forit was 
fhe thar invented pipes,.and the way of playing upon them: the invented 
the tools: of feverall Crafts, whence fhe was called Dea operaria the 
Goddeffe of Grafts. 25s» : 

To. the Mufes fupiter granted the invention of Letters, and of 
Verfes or Poetry: Now the Ph@wicians which are faid to have re- 
ceived the knowledgesof Letters from the Mu(es, and conveyed them 
afterwards to, the Greeks, were thole: Phenicians that fayled with Cadwrus 
into Europe, whence the Greeks call the Letters Phenician: Yer the 
Phenicidns were not they who invented Letters firftof all, but onely 
altered their characters, which moft men afterwards ufing, called them’ 
by thatnarhe. | | 

Vulcan (they fay) taught the way of working: in. Braffe, Gold; 


Silvers and*all other things forged by fire: wherefore all workemen in 


thofe feverail: crafts. do: facrifice and make vowes principally to this 
eod,and:in teftimony oftheir eternal! acknowledgment of this ‘benefit 
they do call fire Vulcan. | | 
To Mars the fables doafcribe the firft arming of Souldiers, and the 
manner of fighting, andskirmifhing; whereby he flew all (uch as op- 
pofedthemfelves tothe gods. 

Apollo they make the inventer of the Harpe,andthe playing upon 
it; they fay alfothathe invented Phyfick, which knowledge he attained 
by divination; he was befides the inventor of the ‘Bow; and of 


{hooting therewith; whence it is:that the Cretans také fo much delight. 


inthe bowe which they call the Seythians 

Efewlapius the Son of Apollo and Ariadne; having received ‘many 
Recipes from his father, taught the art of Chirurgery and of compoun- 
ding medicines, asalfo the virtues of roots ; wherefore he fo much 
advanced that art that he was looked upon as the inventor and author 
thereof. . ecw, 

To Mercury are afcribed Denunciations , Breaches , and Leagues, 
which are made in’ Warssiwhence the Heraldsthat denounce War or 
proclaime Peace are alwayes.priviledgedin their fafety by the enemys 
forethey count them as perfons common to both, in regatd they-are the 
inftruments of utility and mutuall peace to both fides. They afcribe 
alfo 
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alfo to him, meafures, weights, and gains by trading, as alfo of 
ftealing one from another; he is faid to be the Hierald of the gods 
and their chief. meflenger becaufe he carefully performes his meff2- 
ges whereupon heis called the interpreter, not becaufe he was the 
inventor of names and {peech (as fome fay) but becaufe he delivers his 
errands with more diligence then the reft; He is faidto have firft 
invented wreftling, and the harpe by the formof aTortoiles After 
the contention which was between -Apollo and Marfyas, wherein the 
God had the better ; itis faid that Apollo was fo angry with himfelf for 
inflicting a more grievous punifhment on Mar/yas then was fit, that 
he broak his harpe and ftrings, and refrained from Mufick a 
long time. | 

They write that Domyfies was the inventor of Vines, and of ma+ 
king Wines and that he taught the way of preferving fruit: orpheus 
relates that he was born in Greta of fupiter and Proferpina, We 
have heretofore told you that there were feverall Dionyjius’s , which 
gave occafion to the Cretansto fay that this god wasborn amongft 
them. 

It is ftoried that one Hercules was begotten by Fupiter, many 
years before him that was the Son of Alcmenas tis uncertain who 
his mother was; bur thus much is manifeft of him,that he excelled 
all others in ftrength of body, and compaffed the world, deftroying 
wicked perfons, and taming wilde beafts and monfters : and being 
couragious, he proceeded undauntedly in redeemirg men from 
flavery : for which deferts men did afcribe unto him the honours due 
tothe gods. 

Now this fecond Hercules which wasthe Son of Aliména, becaufe 
he imitated the virtues of the former, attained Lkewife toanimmor- 
tality and by reafon of his name ke is taken for the ‘other, by 
which meanes the actions of the former are ignorantly attributed 
unto him. 

They tell us alfothat there are as yet in Egypt certain matkes of 
the labours of the former Hercules, and of the honours which were 
done unto him; as likewife of a City builtthere by him. 

Britomartys called alfo Diétyxna , was born (as they fay ) in 
Cretaot Fupiter and Acharmis daughter to Eubolus the fon of Ceres, 
fhe invented toiles for hunting, whence fhe was called Didtynna ; fhe 
kept company with Diana, which gave occafionto fome to think that 
Dittynna was) Diana were one and the fame, which Goddeffe the 
Cretans honoured with Sacrifices and ‘Temples. They” who fuppofe 
her to be called Dicfynza from the Fifher nets, whereof fhe made ule 
to efcapefrom Mines, whenas he purfued her to fatisfie hisluft upon 
her, are much deceived; for it is not credible that fhe who was 
daughter to the greateft of the gods fhould be driven -to fuch 
an exigence as to implore the affiftance of mens; nor are we to 
impute fo much impiety to Minos, that was, by generall confenr, a juft 
and of upright life. 


Pluto was born (they fay ) in Tripos of €reta, being thé Son of plitoes defcents 


Ceres and Jafion, they make a double relation of his defcents 
| Uu for 
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The Hiftory of Book V I, 
for fome affirme, that upon Jafien’s tilling and fowing the ground, 
the increafe was fo plentifull, that they that faw it, from the a- 
bundance of the Corne, called him Pleto,; whence it came to 
paffe, that in after times, a man that had riches, was faid to have 
Pluto. 

Others fay, that Ceres and Jafiow had a Son called Pluto, who 
firft taught men the way of living, and of heaping up money, anid 
keeping ir for future ufes; whereas before men had little care, ei- 
ther of gathering or keeping of money. 

Thefe are thethings which are writen concerning thofe gods, which 
the Cretans fay were born amongft them. Now they tell us, that 
rites, honors, myfteries, and ceremonies were tran{mitted by them to 
other Nations, in the manner as followeth. 

Thofe. moft famous Ceremonies which the Athenians dee per- 
form in Eleufina and thofe which are celebrated alfo in Samothra- 
cia and Thracia (whence Orpheus is {aid tolhave received them ) were 
of old by the ancient laws and ftatutes celebrated at Gvofus in 
Creta; whence it appeareth that fuch like ceremonies were derived 
from them to other Nations: and that tho{e ceremonies which are 
performed in private amongft others, are done openly before all 
amongft the Cretaus. 

They affirm, that many of the Gods defcending fiom them, 
compafled a great part of thé earth, and obliged mortal! men to 
them, by teaching them the art and ufe of fuch thirgs as they had 
invented 5 for Ceres when fhe came into Attica, pafled from thence 
into Sicilia, afterwards inté egypt, in which places the inftru@ed 
the people in the ufe of Corn and Agriculture by which means fhe 
became highly honored amoneft them. 

Venus made her abode in Sécrlia, about Mount Erix, in Cyprus, 
about Cytherus and Paphos, in Afia, about Syria: Thefe her Peregri- 
nations gave occafion to the feverall inhabitants to call Ler fometanes 
Erycina, fometimes Cytherea, and Paphia, and Syria. 

In like manner, Apollo {pent much of his time about Delos, Lycia, 
and Delphos, fo did Diana about Ephefus, Pontus, Perfis and Creta s 
wherefore they were called the one Delius, and Pythius; the other, 
Ephefia, Creffa, Tauropolia, and Perfia, both receiving their names from 
their abodesandadtions. This goddefle Diana,is highly honoured a- 
mong the Perfiaws,to whom they inftituted facred myfteries, which to 
this time are called Perfea. The likethings are alfo related of other 
gods, which wou'd be tedious to recount. | 

They fay, tharalong time after the birth of the gods, there were 


Atino: and Rein Cretasmany Heroes, the chiefiof whom lived in the days of Minos and 


Rhadamanthes,which were born of Iupiter and Exropa the Daughter of 
Agenor, who by the providence of the gods was carryed by a Bull into 
Creta, where Minos firft reigned, and builded many Cities ; amongft 
the reft, the three renowned ones; namely, Gnofia, fituated on that part 
of the Iland which lies towards Afia; Vulcania by the fea fide, onthe 
Souths and Cydosia, which lying oppofiteto Peloponnefas Welternly : 
befides, he eftablifhed many Jaws amongft the Cretans; faigning that 
he 
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he had fludyed them in a certaine cave : He alfo provided a Navy; 
whereby, after he had fubdued feverall adjacent Ilands, he was 
the firft of the Greeks that made himfelfe Soveraign of the Seas : 
Thus when he had rendred himfelfe famous for his virtue and 
juftice, he paffed into Szcilia againft Cocalus, of whcm ( in the Hi- 
{tory of Dedalus, in whofe quarrell he undertook the War) we have 
written. | 

Rhadamanthus isf{aid to be the moft juft man tn the world, and that he 
took fevere vengeance on robbers, and profane and impious perfons 5 
he had under his power many Ilands, and governed that part of Aja 
which lies next the Sea; for the rehown of his juftice invited all of 
them tofubmit themfelves willingly to bis command : He left the 
Kingdome to Erithews, one of his Sons, for they were called fo: 
Chios, they fay, he gave to Oencption the Son of Ariadne, Minos his 
Daughier, whom fome report to be Dionyfins, and to have learned 
of his Fatherthe way of making Wine. To eachof his other Sons; 
Rhadamauthus is faid to have given either an Iland or aCity : To 
Theas he gave Lemnos 5 to Anuus, Cyrius, to Pamphilus, Pepathanss 
10 Evander, Maronea, to Alceos, Paruss to Anto, Deloss to Andrens, 
A: dres,{o called from him. Now by reafon of the fingular repute 
of his juftice, he is faigned tobe the Judge of the good and bad in 
hell: and for the fame reafon they have made Minos Copartner with 
him in that dignity. 7 

Sarpedon the third Brother, came (as they report ) with a great Army  Surpedon: 
into Afia, and pofleffed himfelf of Lycia, he was fucceeced in his King- 
dome by Evander his Son; who, taking to Wife Detdamia the 
Daughter of Bellerophon, begat Sarpedons that went with Agamemnon 
to the War of roy; yetthisman (as forme report ) was the Son of 
fupiter. : 

The Sonsof Minos are faid to be Dewcalion and Molus, Deucalion 
hada Son, cailed Idemenens; and Molus another, called Myrion, both 
of chem with Ninety fhips accompanyed Agamensnon to Troy, and 
afcerwards returned to their own Countrey, where they died, were 
honorably buryed, and attained to the honours of the gods. Their 
fepulchres are to be feen in Gaofus, with this In{cription, 
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Bebold bere the Sepulchre of Idomeneus tbe 
Gnofian; wherein I Myrion the Son of Molus 


doe lie next unto bim. 


The Cretians doe worhhip them with f crifices, as tenowned He- 
yees, invocating their affiftance when they are in any danger in 
Warres | 


Let us now fpeak of thofe Nations which aie mixed ‘with the Creti The feverall 
ans. Wehave told you before, that they who were called the Eteo- sone hare 
crete, werethe Earth-bred, or naturall inhabitants of the Iland. But Rha he 
in fuuure ages, the Pelafgz Bees out of their Countrey by ics 7 ! 

u 2 and 
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and feditions, wandering hither and thither, arrived atla@t in Creta, of 
part whereof they poflefled themfelves. The third people whichare 
{aid tocome into this Iland, were the Dorienfes,, who were comman- 
ded by Dorws the Nephew of Teéfamus, the greateft part of this 
people ( they fay) came from the places adjoyning to Olympus, and 
another part from among the Achei, a people in Lycaonra, being in. 
vited thither by promifes. The fourth kinde of people which came 
into Creta, were the Migades, a barbarous people; whoby their fre- 
quent converfation with the Greeks, came to (peak their language, and 
afterwards fubjected themfelves to the government of Rhadamanthus, 
Laftly, after the fall of the Heraclide, the Argivesand Lacedemonians 
fent out Colonies, and poffeffed themfelves of this and other Tlands, 
wherein they inhabited thofe Cities which themfelyes had builr; of 
which we fhall {peak in another place. 

Now we ate not at all to wonder, thar thofe Writers who have 
fet down the aétions of the Cretans, doe fomuch differs and that we 
our felves doe not alcogether agree with others in thofe things’ which 
we have written; for we have followed thofe whom we thought came 


=) 


neereft to thetruths fome things we have taken out of E pimenides 
the Theologian, fome out of Dofiades, others out of Soficrates, and 
not afewfrom Laofchemides. Andthus much of Creta, 


CHar. XY. 


Of Lesbos, Chios, Samos, Coos, and the Colonies wh.ch 
came into Khodes. 


Ksxsy ET us now pafle to Lesbos. This Iand hath been in- 
A\Oes habited by feverall Nations which came into it: The 
Pelafgians firtt of all dwelt in it, when before it had been 
defert; for Xanthas the Son of T; riopopus King of thofe 
Pelafgians which came from Argos, pofleffing a part of 
Lycia, commanded thofe Argives that accompanyed him to Lesbos, 
which then was voyd of inhabitants,and divided the land among ft them; 
naming that Iland which before was called IJ4, from them, Pelafeia -: 
In: procefie of time, and after the feventh generation, by means 
of the deluge which hapned in the dayes of Dewcalien, wherein 
many pcrifhed, it became defolate, Macareus afterwards coming into 
it, and obferving the beauty of the lland, made his abode therein : this 
man was (as He/iedus and other Poets relate) the Son of Fupiter Cyrenas 
acts s Who dwelling in Olenus, (a Countrey then called Fados, but 
now Achaia) took with him fome of the Tontans, and other people, 
and failed into Lesbos: where, having by the goodneffe of the Iland, 
and his own civility and juftice much advanced his eftate, he came to 


be Matter of the neighbouring Iands, dividing out thofe lands which 
Were not inhabited. 


After 
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After this; Zesbus the Son of Iapithus, who was defcended from —zesbus. 
Coclus the Son of Héppotus, being directed by the anfwer of an Oracle, 
failed with his domefticks into this Hand, taking to Wife Methymne 
the Daughter of ¢Afacareus, with whom he remained in this I- 
land; and becomming powerfull, he called both the Iland and the 
people after his owne name, 

Macarens had born unto him ( befide others ), two Daughters, 
Mitylene and Methywne, from whence the Cities received their 
names. 

Lesbus defiring to bring the neighbouring Tlands under his obe- 
dience, he fent a Colonie into Chios, whereot he made his Son Com- 
mander, another of his Sons called Cydrollys, he fent to Samos, 
where he alfo reigned; over the third, he made Ceneander King: 
after he fent Lucippas into Rhodes with feverall Colonies, whom 
the inhabitants ( by reafon they were but few ) did willingly en- 
tertaine. 

The places which lay oppofite to the Iland, were at that time, 
by reafon of the deluge, extreamly affli@ed; for the fruits of the 
land being rotren with continuall rain, induced a great dearth, and 
the corrupted aire caufed a speftilence in their Cities : but the I- 
lands which lay expofed to the winds, being of a wholfome aire, 
and fruitful befides, proved happy to thofe that dwelt in thems 
whence by reafon of their plenty they were called The fortunate 
Tlands : Some will have them called the fortunate Ilands from Maca- 
veus and Ionus, whofe Sons reigned there. 

Laftly, thefe Ilands doe furpaffe all the neighbouring Ones, not 
onely heretofore, butseven in thefe very times, both for the 
goodneffe of the foyle, pleafantnefle of the places, and wholfome- 
nefle of the aire; in which refpeét they may truely be called the 
Happy and Fortunate Ilands. Now Macareus ruling in Lesbos ; 
eftubl (hed a Law tor the commom benefit thereof, which he cal- 
ed the Lyon, in regard of the courage and ftrength of that beaft: 


ad 


ee 
Ba 
Bi se 
9 
MM s 
¥ 
' fori 
a 
sy 
e 
ioe 
ioe 


a 


Saat ase 


CHAP, 


Tbe Hiftory of Book VL 
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of Tenedos, and the Inhabitants thereof; and of the atts performed 
by the people of that Iland. 


es Ow, in forme ages after that Lesbos had a Colonie fene 
If into it, the Iland Tesedos came to be inhabited as fol- 
loweth. “es 
AO = Tewes the Son of Cygnus, cominanded the Colonie 
which was in Troas : a man renowned for his: virtues who having 
gathered together a Colony, left his Countrey, and failed into a defo. 
ate Ifland called Lewcophrs, where he diftributed amongft his com- 
pany the lands of the Hand, and ereéted a City, calling the Iandaftet 
his own name, Tewedos. This man for his jutt government, indeared 
himfelf to all people, living in great glory, and after his death was 
tranflated among the gods: for having built a Temple, and inftituted 
facred rites in honour of him, they worthipped him even to thefé 
latter times. : : 

Wearenot now to omit the relation of thofe things, which they 
of Tenedos have recorded of himthat built the City Tenos : for the 
report, that Cygnus the Father, induced by the calumny of his Wife, 
took bis Son Yezes, {hut him up inan ark, and caft him into the Sea: 
which being driven by a Tempeft into the Iland 7% enedos, the childe by 
the admired providence of the gods, was preferved , and afterwards 
became Governour of that Iland: he was a renowned man,tand for 
his juftice and other virtues, was honored asa God. Now by reafon of 
the teftimony of a certain Minftrell, who complyed with the trea- 
chery of his Step-mother, he ordained a law, that no Minftrell thould 
enter into the Temple. 

Ac the war of Troy, whenthe Greeks entred into T, encdos, Achilles 
deftroyed the City Tenos; whereupon, the Tenedonians afterwards de- 
creed, that when the Temple was again repaired, no man fhould name 
Achilles therein. 
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of the Cyclades. 


2@M Aving hitherto fpoken of the more remarkable Ilands, let 
us now write ot the leffer ones. 
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AU Mines the Sonof Fupiterand Europa, King of Creta,a 
€GLOGFA man powerfull both by feaand land, and having a {trong 
Navy, fent many Colonies out of €reta, and chiefly into the Cyclade 
Ilands, where he poffeffed himfelf of many of them, and divided them 
amongft his people: he w.s Lord alfo of that part of 4/4 which lay 
next tothe Seas by which means, fome Ilands and Havens of Afi, 
had their names of the Cretazs and Mixos. 

Now Mizos being a man of great power, out of envy banifhed 
Rhadamanthus his Brother, ajuft andupright man, and his Co-part- 
ner in the Kingdome, into the remoteft parts of his Dominion: 
who betaking himfelfe into the Ilands oppofite to Ionia: and Caria, 
gave to Erithews the City called after his ownename; To Imopinio 
the Sonof Ariadues, he gave the command of Chios: All which was 
done before the War of Troy. 

After that Troy was deftroyed, the Cares being become very 
wealthy, and having a powerfull Navy, after they had fubdued the 
Cyclade Mands, ejected the Cretans wholly out of part of them: yet 
fome ftayed there ftill, andenjoyed it with them, as their common 
Countrey : The Greeks afterwards (having driven out the barba- 
rous Carians ) pofleffedthemfelves of feverall of them : whereof we 
thall fpeak in their proper place. 


FINIS. 
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The Cyclades Tlands being before emptyof inhabitants, . 
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